THE THIRD

INTERNATIONALE

It is perhaps more than a mere coincidence that
the land of Walt Whitman should have given birth
to this poet who participated so ardently in the movement which was to liberate the technique of French
verse. As time went on, others made concessions to
the precise regularities of poetic tradition, but VieleGriffin has been consistently intransigeant. Indeed,
it is probable that the theory of "free verse" captured the imagination of his generation largely because of his translations of Whitman.
Viele-Griffin is a verse libriste rather than a Symbolist, and his claim to consideration must be based
largely upon the influence of his work in this connection. He did not decide to break away from the
metrical conventions on intellectual, or theoretical,
grounds, but turned to free verse in a perfectly instinctive manner:
Le rythme de sa voix est ma seule metrique,
Et son pas alterne ma rime nuancee.
He ha* a Whitmanesque breadth of inspiration, a
deep feeling for nature, whose immensities, and
beauties he has sung in rhythms which recall those
of Whitman. Such poems as Etire-toi la vie La
Moisson, and the numerous pictures of his beloved
Touraine which Viele-Griffin has given us, indicate
his sensitiveness towards natural beauty. All his
poetry has been a hymn to creation, the expression
of a simple joy in living. Yet he is not devoid of
subtlety.
Except for his translations from Swinburne and
Whitman, Viele-Griffin has placed on record no evidence of his affiliations with the English language.
He is, nevertheless, a truly "hyphenated" American
in the best sense of the word, for he has remained
true to his United States citizenship. Had he been
willing to become politically, as well as intellectually,
a naturalized Frenchman, he might have been honored with a seat in the Academy, but, when his candidature was put forward, he refused to comply with
that condition precedent of Academic immortality.
His Americanism, however, has been most effectively demonstrated in his contribution to French literature, which owes to him its first acquaintance
with the great genius of vers libre. Others have completed the work of translating Whitman, the technical qualities of the latter's work have exercised a
profound revolution in French poetry, but the advantage of innovation and early practical example lay
with Viele-Griffin. He is, therefore, primarily responsible for the evolution of contemporary verse
both in his native and his adopted country.
By a literary reversion, America is now re-learning from France the lesson which she originally imparted through the intermediary of Viele-Griffin.
Yet, as if to emphasize the biblical dictum concerning prophets, neither he nor Stuart Merrill has received any consideration at the hands of those who
interpret French poetry in this country.
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Note.—The following article is a translation of the introduction contained in the first issue of "Vorbote," the magazine published by Anton
Pannekoek. This publication purports to give the views of the extreme
left wing of the German Social-Democracy, and aims to apply Marxist
principles to the solution of present day problems of the proletariat.—
Editors.

W

E are standing in the midst of a catastrophe of the working class movement,
such as it has never experienced in all its
history. The collapse of the Internationale due to
the world war is not simply a surrender of international sentiment before the power of intensified
nationalism. It is at the same time a collapse of
tactics, of methods of fighting, of the entire system
which had been incorporated into the social-democracy and the working class movement during the
last few decades.
The knowledge and the tactics which, during the
early rise of capitalism, were of great service to the
proletariat, failed in the face of the new imperialistic development. Outwardly this was apparent in
the increasing impotency of the parliament and the
labor union movement, spiritually in the substitution of tradition and declamation for clear insight
and militant tactics, in stultification of tactics and
the forms of organization, in the transformation of
the revolutionary theory of Marxism into a doctrine
of passive expectation.
During the period when capitalism was developing into imperialism, was establishing new aims for
itself and was energetically arming for the struggle
for world supremacy, this development of the majority of the Social Democracy remained unobserved. It allowed itself to be fooled by the dream
of immediate social reforms and did nothing to increase the power of the proletariat to fight against
imperialism.
Hence the present catastrophe does not mean only
that the proletariat was too weak to prevent the
outbreak of war. It means that the methods of the
era of the second Internationale were not capable
of increasing the spiritual and material power of
the proletariat to the necessary extent of breaking
the power of the ruling classes. Therefore the world
war must be a turning point in the history of the
working class movement.
With the world war we have entered into a new
period of capitalism, the period of its intensive extension by force over the entire earth, accompanied
by embittered struggles between nationalities and
huge destruction of capital and men; a period therefore, of the heaviest oppression and suffering for
the working classes. But the masses are thereby
driven to aspiration; they must raise themselves
if they are not to be completely submerged.
In great mass struggles, alongside of which former struggles and methods are merely child's play,
they must grapple with imperialism. This struggle
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for indispensable rights and liberties, for the most
urgent reforms, often for mere life itself, against
reaction and the oppression of the employing class,
against war and poverty, can only end with the
overthrow of imperialism and the victory of the
proletariat over the bourgeoisie. It will at the same
time be the struggle for Socialism, for the emancipation of the proletariat. Therefore with the present world war there also dawns a new period for
Socialism.
For the new struggle our spiritual bearings must
be taken anew. Lack of clear socialistic insight was
one of the chief causes of the weakness of the proletariat when the war began—it knew neither imperialism or its own tactics. The fight against imperialism, this most recent and most powerful form
of capitalism, made demands upon the highest
spiritual and material, moral and organizational,
qualities of the proletariat. It could not succumb to
stupid, impotent desperation; but it was not enough
that it break out into spontaneous actions against
the unbearable pressure. If these are to lead anywhere and to gain new stages on the climb to power
it is necessary that thejr be inspired with spiritual
clarity in regard to the aims, the possibilities and
the meaning of such actions. Theory must go hand
in hand with practicei, theory which transforms
blind acts to conscious ones and spreads light over
the path.
"Material force can only be broken by material
force. But even theory becomes material force when
it takes hold on the masses." (Marx.) The germs
of this theory, this new spiritual weapon, were already at hand in the spiritual defeat of the former
practice of imperialism and mass actions. Now the
world war has brought much new insight and has
shaken minds out of the sleep of tradition. Now
is the time to gather together everything in the
way of new ideas, new solutions, new propositions,
to inspect them, to prove them, to clarify them by
means of discussion and thus to make them of service in the new struggle. That is the purpose of
our review.
An immense number of new questions lie before
us. First of all the questions of imperialism, its
economic roots, its connection with the export of
capital, procuring of raw material, its effect upon
politics, government and bureaucracy, its spiritual
power upon the bourgeoisie and the press, its significance as a new ideology of the bourgeoisie. Then
those questions which relate to the proletariat, the
causes of their weakness, their psychology and the
phenomena of social-imperialism and social-patriotism. Added to these are the questions of proletarian
tactics, the significance and possibilities of parliamentarianism, of mass actions, of labor union
tactics, reforms and immediate demands, the significance and the future role of organization; also

the questions of nationalism, of militarism and colonial policies.
Upon many of these questions the old Socialism
had settled answers, which had already crystallized
into formulae—but with the collapse of the second
Internationale even its formulae have gone by the
board. In the old rules and ideas of the pre-imperialistic era the proletariat can find no guides for
its actions under new conditions. Nor can the
social-democratic parties furnish it with a firm foot
hold. They have in the great majority surrendered
to imperialism; the conscious, active or passive,
support of war policies by the party and labor union
representatives has dug too deep to make possible
a simple return to the old pre-bellum point of view.
This support of imperialism in its most important
and vital phases characterizes these working class
organizations, no matter how strongly they subscribe to the old socialist solutions and combat the
most intimate effects of imperialism. For in this
way they come into conflict with the necessarily
revolutionary aims of the proletariat and are themselves forced into a difficult crisis of their own. Between those who would make of the social-democracy a tool of imperialism and those who want to
see it a weapon of revolution no unity is possible
any longer.
The task of elucidating those problems, of offering solutions, of formulating the proper direction
for the new struggle, falls to those who have not
allowed themselves to be misled by war conditions
and who have held fast to internationalism and the
class struggle. In this their weapon will be Marxism. Marxism, regarded by the theoreticians of
Socialism as the method to explain the past and the
present and in their hands degraded more and more
into a dry doctrine of mechanical fatalism, again
is to come into its birthright as a theory of revolutionary acts. "The philosophers have interpreted
the world in a number of differing ways: the real
necessity is to alter it." As a live revolutionary
method this sort of Marxism again becomes the most
solid principles, the sharpest spiritual weapon of
Socialism.
There is no more pressing task than this elucidation of the new problems. For it is a life and death
question for the proletariat—and hence for the entire development of humanity—that it should see
its way clear and bright before it leading to new
heights. And there are no questions of the future
whose solution can be postponed until we can once
more discuss them in peace and quietness. They
are not capable of postponement. Even during the
war and after its conclusion they form the most
important and immediate vital questions for the
working class of all nations.
Not merely the important question, which everywhere is the kernel of the object of struggle, whether

FREE SPEECH AND FLAG IDOLATRY
and how the proletariat can emerge, hasten the end
of the war and influence the terms of peace. At
the conclusion of the war the immense economic
shattering of the world will first be felt in its entirety, when, with the condition of general exhaustion, lack of capital and unemployment industry
must be organized anew, when the fearful debts of
all nations necessitate colossal taxes and state socialism, the militarization of agricultural pursuits,
as the only way out of the financial difficulties.
Then the problem must be met with or without
theory; but then the lack of theoretical insight will
entail the most disastrous errors.
There lies the greatest task of our journal: by
discussion and elucidation of these questions it will
support the material struggle of the proletariat
against imperialism. As an organ of discussion
and elucidation it is at the same time an organ of
battle—the publisher and the contributors to the
journal have the common will to give battle, the
same point of view in regard to these chief questions of the practice to be adopted at this time.
First of all the struggle against imperialism, the
chief enemy of the proletariat. But this struggle
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is only made possible by a simultaneous relentless
struggle against all the elements of the former
social-democracy, which would bind the proletariat
to the chariot of imperialism; also the open imperialism which has become the mere agent of the
bourgeoisie, and that social patriotism of all shades
which would gloss over undisputable antagonisms
and would rob the proletariat of the sharpest
weapons in its struggle against imperialism. The
reconstitution of the Third Internationale will only
be made possible by an absolute break with socialpatriotism.
With this knowledge we stand upon the same
ground as the left wing of the Zimmerwald Conference. The principles put forth by this group of
international socialists as their aim our journal will
support by theoretical work; by the most intense
struggle against social-patriotism, by merciless analysis of the errors of the old revisionism and radical socialism to pave the way for the new Internationale. If the proletariat recognizes the weaknesses and mistakes of the old points of view, the
practical collapse of which it is now suffering from,
it will gain the foresight for the new struggle and
the new Socialism.

Free Speech and Flag Idolatry
By Theodore Schroeder

A

S heaven recedes and loses its charm a super- President of the Pennsylvania State Federation of
stitious public tends to transfer its blind Labor.
adoration to symbols of the fading ideal.
White was arrested at the instigation of one who
Thus comes the idolatrous attitude toward an image, had changed his name, apostacized from socialism
a priest, a creed or a book. By a similar psychologic and had become a professional patriot. White is
process it comes that as governors grow more con- accused of having blasphemed the sacred Idol by retemptuous of the fundamental liberties of the citi- placing the Stars with a $. It was charged that in a
zen, they also have need to become more exacting in caricature of the flag printed on a leaflet announcing
their demand for allegiance to those symbols of lib- the meetings of his Church, he had also depicted a
erty, which have now become the outward and visi- devil leering from the field of the stripes.
ble signs of authority. Thus comes the idolatry of
Maurer seems to have escaped arrest because he
a flag.
only quoted a captain of the Pennsylvania ConstabuIn response to this need there also comes the ten- lary as saying "To hell with the flag." The original
dency to divert our schools from teaching the prin- utterance was made in an altercation with strikers
ciples that make for more liberty and for a more re- and, having been made in the interest of those for
fined sense of justice, to the inculcation of blind pa- whom political superstitions are promoted and by
triotic sentimentalism. Then also come those laws one of the lesser priests of the sacred political tempenalizing blasphemy against the political idol, I ple, no arrests were made.
mean the national flag.
However, Maurer's offense was very great because
These reflections are suggested by those frequent he evidently meant to blaspheme the Flag-Idol in
arrests, and the public excitements which follow, that he did not quote the political priest with the
whenever our political idolatry is repudiated or same holy purpose which inspired the original utwhenever, as the idolaters say, "the Flag is dese- terance. Furthermore, he carried this unholy purcrated." The two recent cases to come under my pose right into one of the sacred temples of patrinotice are those of Rev. Bouck White, of the Church otism, the Washington Irving High School, where
of the Social Revolution, and of James H. Maurer, daily the children march and say "Oh flag, I pledge

