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M
Dogmatism and Opportunism.

The Example
In the fiest article we why, theoretically,
the use of Parliament in & country like Germany,
where the revolution has broken out, is harmful to

true and sincere Marxists, became the encmies of
German imperialism on'y, snd turned into “parti-
sans of the Entente! [ the opening epeech of
Wynkoop's electaral camjsign, German imperialism
was d d, whilst tLerc was a complete silence

the proletariat. In the second article we p 1
‘the same, from a practical peint of view. We will see
how dangerous the use of Parliamentarism may be
in a country where revolution has

country where a radical revolutionary
Bocialist movement has existed these five-and-twenty
years, where a Communist Party has in
getting seats in Parliament, and :vh?m, d’:qum,

with regard to K nd and the Entente. And in
our paper, the Tribume, it has been the same, for
many years.

I will next give the merc facts.

In April, 1917, Lenin, Zinovieff an others went
from Bwitzerland, thioug! Germany, w Russia. The
editors of our paper (Wynkoop and van Ravesteyn)
wrote disapprovingly about that voyage. (It might
ibly be harmful to the Entente!l)

we can study the results of p ! pation
in Parliamentary action. This country is Holland.

A short survey of the history of the Dutch move-
ment. péndo
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said before, our fight had ever been
in every ‘direction. Then in 1917
our electoral campaign began, and things became quite

Workers During War.
understand this, we should know the
Netherland: K during the war.

knows, Holland ndedlou ‘(:’rmn:y,
economically and consequentl litically .. For
very reason the sid’pup;y. and its leader
opportunist and nationalistic to the core,
The Anarchists and BSyndicalists,
were pro-Entente, in the
of inm.
t against that party, the votep
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pro-Entente.
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In July, 1917, Kerensky and Broessiloff made their
last desperate offensive to save the cause of the
Entente. This offensive, according to Trotzky, was
the most terrible blow to the world-revolution and the
Russian workers. Our daily paper, the Tribune, for-
merly the champion of Marxism and the revolution,
approved epenly of the Kerensky-Brusiloff offensive.

And they wrote their disapproval of the péice of
Brest-Litowsk, by which Lenin weakened the cause
of England ! ;

An Amsterdam comrade and the present writer,
in August, 1917, wrote against this sttitude of Wyn-
koop and van hue-teyn. Our opposition, however,
was crushed. Two articles of mine against English
Imperialism (ia which I proved it to be as bad for
the workers of the world as German Imperialism)
were suppressed during nine months ; the last of

¢ them, a keen attack against England, was not printed

till after the electipns, when it could do harm no
longer | Thus the freedom of speech in our once
so splendid party was done away with, only for
t*e sake of some_scats in Parliament } .,
~ Wilson. " ~
Matters grew still worse, however. After the
United States had joined in the war, van Ravesteyn
and Wynkoop an to celcbrate Wilson. When at
the Amsterdam ference I told this to Comrade
Sylvia Pankhurst and others they would not be-
lieve me. I will add here the wards written by
these editors of the T'ribune :
“ Indeed, for the United Btates it is not in the

first, and not even in a place, the direct,
we might say the tangible, imperialistic interests
which arc at stake—i herefore, of & terri-

torial, economic or financial nature.”

According to the T'ribune, therefore, the United
Btates do not fight for power in China, on the
Pacific, in Japan, in Siberia and in Russia. Ac-
cording to the Tribume the United States do not fight
in order to obtain world-dominion ! This is gurely
the most untrue ever published by a Com-
munist paper.

And the editors go still further. They say :—

“ Wilson strives in the first place to defend the
Union from a terrible danger he sees looming ahead,
and to create a new world-order, in which that
h ing danger, if it t be averted alto-
gether, will at any rate be far more easily mastered,
and it which it might even be possible for ever to
avoid great collision between Lhem This is
the material foundation for his “i ism " and his
war-mad A capitalistic ideal, it fs true, bus
an order of things which would undoubtedly mean s

mens. . . .

“This imperialistic ideal implies . . . nothing
less than the possibility, the aim, to guasd the capi-
talist world from a fearful catastrophe, such as it
has beep undergoing these last four years.”

And, according to the editors, this war-aim
of Wilson's has become “more and more the war-aim
of radical political opinion in many European coun-
tries.”

Aaend

Here, , we have app l for the aim of
Entente Imperialism.

Here, after it has been eaid that the United
States do not fight for material profit, it is said
of the United States and of the entire Entente, nay
of all pacifiste in Europe, that they may very likely
bring about a new capitalistic world-order, in which
the great collisions are dome away with, or for
the most part prevented !

Here reformism is propag in foreign politics,
which can have the same outcome as reformism in
home politics.

And in many other places this Mmperialistic wiu
of America and England was defemged.

The eflitors of the Tribune agree here with all re-
formists and Social-Patriots, with all false Marxists
of the type of Kautzky, with all pacifists, with all

is demagogues like Lloyd George and Wil-
son, and with all is parties that try tq betray
the workers with the possibility of a world-league
and world-peace. This world-peace i¢ the most gigan-
tic fraud the world has cver seen, and the Tribune
agrees with it.

This is opposed to all the teachings the Marxian
theory gives us so far. This is the strongest sam-
ple of pro-Entente politics on the part of the Tribune
editors. ;

As there was a ibility that the Zimmerwald
Conference at Stockholm would strengthen the posi-
tion of Germany, Wynkoop boycotted that Conference,
and, by_his manoeuvres aad higq position as president
of the Executive of our Party, rendered it impos-

tod

sible for us to go there

The leaders of the C Party (then the
8.D.P.), however, have applied these tactice also
to practical politics in Parliament, .

Food from America.

The most serious suspicions that Wynkoop apd
van Ravesteyn would be pro-Entente and pro-Ameri-
cun also in Parliament, have come true. ing the
war, in the autumn of 1918, they have in Parlia-
ment , “by every means,” to obtain food
from the United States. This means, therefore, also
at the cost of having to give lhi%-, ete., to the United
Btates to help them in their fight against thd Central
Powers, Rusesia, etc. For everyoune knew—and the
term “by evéry means” proves that Wynkoop also
understood—that in case the Netherlands acceded to -
their proposition, the- United BStates would in their
turn claim more ships for war purposes. In order
to obtain white bread, therefore, the Parli ry
fraction supportéd the Enteute. And it did so at
a moment when the Entente was about to attack
and suppress the Russian Revolution, and perhaps,
also, the revolutions of Germaoy sod Austria ! As
for that, the Members of Parliament had promised it
already during the elections: * White bread for the
people of the Netherlands, above all.”*

Whether this proceeding was harmful to the Rus-
sian, the German, the Austrian, the International
Revolution, was of no concern. Long live the
National | This should come before the International!
White bread by every means.

The 8.D.P. claimed that the others, the German,
English, French and American parties, should be
international in the war, that they should not sup-
port it, that they should all suffer hunger, sorrow,
the destructionef their land, the death of their'chil-
dren and women, and their own death, rather than
support imperialism. And now, that the 8.D.P. and
the Netherlands proletariat were to suffer, but a
thousand times less than that of the countries at
war, now the B.D.P. and the Netherlands proletariat
had no need to be international !

It was all make-believe, theref

The ab

. 'As soon as\their proper turn came
to suffer for the international ideal, to place it sbove
national, they have failed. The 8.P.D., in taking
course of action, has pted the standpoi
of Kautzky, Longuet, etc. Again, it has' placed the
National, Party interest over the International
interest. The great need of the present is to
forget the party interest, and to place the inter-
pational class interest above all. Or rather, to rem-
der the International interest the Party interest.

. Rotterdam ‘an English Base.

And in practical politics Wynkoop and van Rave-
steyn added to this that they did not protest against
themkingdxawdnm into a base for England
and America. Although this base was intended with-
out a doubt agai the G C ist revolu-
tion also, although England and America will doubt-
lessly try, when in the future the Communist Revolu-
tion in breaks out in Germany, to smother it

base, as they did in Hungary and tried
to do in Russia, although in ceding Rotterdam as
a base the Netherlands Government for the first
time joined the world's reaction, although this was
the first opportunity fer the Netherlands proletariat
to join on the one front in the intérnational struggle
against world capital for the world revolution, the
Communists in the Netherlands have not uttered a
single word of opposition o‘l' pro(t.ut.

Tend the

And, lastly, the ist Party in
Holland have refused to p Agai the Peaco
of Versailles, only in order not to offend the Entento

capitalists. This peace brings immense suffering to
the entire Europ. proletari It renders the Con-
tinent of Europe impotent, uniting the entire world
capital, under the leadership of, England and the
United States, against the world proletariat. And
yet the Communist Party refused to join in the
protest !

Again- the same taltics : Everything agsinst Ger-
many, nothing against Anglo-Amesican Imperialism.
Bo much where foreign politics ‘are concerned.

It goes without saying that to “carry on these
tactics, and to obtain that end, the gaining and re-
taining of seats in Parliament, the greatest. oppor-

ism b inevitable also in intermal politics.

Halland hae a Bocial-Patriotic Trade Union move-
ment of some 250000 men; a Byndicalist move-
ment of some 60,000. Wynkoop and van Ravesteyn
wanted the votes of these latter. To that end

criticism on Syndicali had either to cease

pletely, or to b totally insignificant (just
as in England, when one needs the votes of the
Labour Party, the sharp criticism of it will have
to disappear). And thus it happened. The Byndi-
calists are constantly praised. nd also the Anar-
chists. An article of mine, containing a sharp at-
tack on the Syndicalists, was refused.. There is a
constant endeavour to win the good graces of these
voters. Further, the old y gave money for the
famished people of Vienna and Budapest. Wynkoop and
van R yn g ly proposed to send oue
hundred thousand guilders out of the Amsterdam
and Rotterdam municipal funds! This was actually

done !
Ounly on the Programme.

The Social-Patriotic Party has on its programme
the socialisation of industry. To compete with-
these in the eyes of the voters Wynkoop and van
Ravesteyn claimed in Parliament the nationalisation
of the soil. No revolution, therefore, but socialisati
by means of Parliament |

It likewise goes without saying that in order to

ics the lead had b

e on these tp
ﬂ, almighty leaders, usurping all the power,

* Holland had more brown bread t.hu;_ sny of
the countries at war had.
(Continued mext page, column 3.)
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+*CREATIVE REVOLUTION.
" A Review. By HUGH HOPE.

The authors of this book tell us that Creative
Revolution is an end to clear much prevalent
confusionism away from the path of Bocialist theory;
put it is likewise a call to arms,” and so on.

It would seem that the work was ctm‘l_y written

¥ and: propag , espe-
those of the artistic temperament. The writers
think that **The Dictatorship of the Proletariat”
should be superseded by & newly-coined word,
“ Ergatocracy,”. and the first chapter is & defi-
nition of it and its underlying principles. ** Ergates,”
it is explained, “is the Greek word for worker.”
The term scems so unfortunate ; it savours of auto-
cracy, suggests a smile when oune thinks of
“ergo.” But it might go into the language likn
ochlocracy—mob rule—without ever becoming popu-
lar like democracy.

The chapter on Social Bolidarity is primarily ad-
dressed to bourgeois intellectudls. It deals princi-
rlly with Bertrand Russell (who, by the way, puts-

thel Snowden in the shade in his polite attack
on the Russian Communists in the Nation of the
10th inst.), Ramsay Maedonald, and the Fabians.
One gathers from it that while this gang would en-

to J < , and institute & re-
formist rule -of labour, the workers should

political prisoner undergoing & ecntence of a few
months e, propérly speaking, oaly a traveller in
those regions and not an inhabitant. Upheld by
a gense of p 1 dignity, i that id
are warm friends and a kindly welcome, and a happy
and prosperous life, the discomforts of the gaal
are to such & person nothing but temporary incon-
veniences.

The value of Mr. Marshall's book is that he makes
us live with the ordinary law-breaker under the
torture of the prison system. There are around us
overwhelming evidences of the strength of the social
instinct in man which brought him from the iso-
lation of the wilderness to found cities ‘and i

his band upon & human wrist to
of the pulse should have but one
pain and restore health, not to aid in
of suffering.

To my mind the prison Chaplain
degraded, for at least m&

hing to do with . its H

s been that the Chaplaine rarely even
prisoners of their offences, but bring into
place the only breath of human kindoess
enters it. Mr. Marshall, in his sketch, *

" shows €he prison church, wil

music, as the ouly prison blessing. It
road to prison re ion, if prisons have
where men and women, some
their own p th be b h
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and institutions that seem as stable as the universe.
It is because our penal eystem outrages this stroag
and fundamental fnstinct that it is so cruel; more
cruel probably than the tortures of older civilisa-
tions, where physical pain was iuflicted or life taken,
but where human companionship, love and pity, were
uwot denied to the unhappy victims.
Take the case of the respectable man who falls
penalty of the law : the terror that pre-
ceded his arrest, the shock of its occurrence, the
agony of shame and terror through which he must
go into the court, the torture of anxiety about loved
ones on whom undeserved misery has fallen ;
whose eake, in nine. cases out of ten, the trans-
gu:.ﬂ: oomm‘;:tnd his offence ; the loss of friends,

trate on the destruction of Parliampat and the sub-
and

gtitution of the * regional pational soviets.”

In ThdClass Struggle the work of the Plebs °

5 thuus are the elements of
a human” tragedy. r. Marshall tells of
mm,, , Stricken with paralysis in the
court, when her son was sentenced to a flogging.

ating’ infl through intercourse with one an<
other and with the noblest minds educated and eivi-
lised in pleasant with every attempt

made to fill their lives -with interest.
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tho Byndicalists and the  There fs no ion, and it is evident that gou Buindh j
IWW, o lightly toached apon. ~Towards the eud o had in hip saads eye cues which ho could sneideldestout la lorm reveletionery STOUN Tould
of the chapter we find this ‘pronouncement ; “ We do  pot but have witnessed of the overwhelming pain : . 1
not build too much op possibilitigs 6f *cor- ioh the bt 3 eudeavour toattract to the Party .the most ;
i o e o o Rl SR ST e
:m methods for eusuring the victory of the  our penal system hands its victims over to a refine- g::m”‘ hm:h:nnm It fa not™ J
workers 'h:;“': dd‘:‘“ m g‘:’“ i B“; ment of cruelty which could have been devised only  pec ‘that the & & ‘of - the )
b s | ‘e L oy fims m?l‘:‘ hr.l:q by e class M'mu(h 'l:r inferioks dru.-n;m ‘l:lm ot groups, '% plhcx i
to the workers from her utter depend on foreig ion of Tolstoi’s “ Resurrection,” and being struck P b it ikale . wi ot |
a uh}f ﬁ:o(‘!. 'Bgchxl:ﬂu-lnc w&hm with the % of the hg;rhon system which :?m’u':ﬁ" ”.:l“- mem :
» "y trade permits to its solace of i 3, r~s
routes and America and the great Cok ined |} ions has the ® ay to the power of
ey e it ergfion ool o o ot T M Mol i QA O T LTI
- . Y ) rank and file movements, 80 as to make the power
tive revolution which might lead to a subsequent phad just t some weeks. Here, in England,
period of inaction and reaction. It seems that, as mﬂﬂm‘m“”ku SOES, 1 96 ugland, o decido strikes rest with the workers themselves -
v donei o Rusit, wme cffcient means must be  beariog not only hie own puin, Dt et W . o e i
v to i propaganda amoag and moth § >
S e D oY o vl e i R el el B
u o | shame burdened with i A
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and deemed feasible by the revolutionary Com- cell with his griefs and guarded by thoso whose b ¢ o e &‘itiumb’h
.'x:“" e e s Dt - business it is to treat him as & creature without :'“h b’lpon warkers positios asd m
app t, hi fecling . their gecure their ’
suthors declare that ‘‘we have no Lenin here, nor Even if the prison diet were not insufficient, and salaries, servo the maiutensnce of capitalism much
need of 9ne"; a ra‘thc odd thing to sayl wh,'n semi overwork and cold, were not added m.m'&iwm ”8'&,“:’::. ok mhwm' m
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will to mould the efficient minority that must €arry  years drag by, in utter k,.,,’{h,,., without a friend, (2) The Council recommends that ench branch en-
‘t:n u:urcmk of the revolution during the transi- m hour's human companionship or kind- deavour E;dmug. e for one o“l, Mmi‘min m&“ ‘have
e - night and day with the wounded spiri ¥ hed '
The book is well prepared, and it runs the gamut the angry, s it 10l maither s Witk 5 TN Shaie Sut. G0 0 hire purchase, usually
of mdznnue dl’ngmm ;m Whitman, Marx and  passions, its hfpe-, o joys, norotdenh with J Hrae ""“n o .ig: 3“:&“&3“ the 'h':
Morris to Freu ung and Trotzky. B t a place of torture—not swift pain gL id_file._moremmts.
The quotations are copious, This, from Rosa Luxem- the hope of its ending, but & hopeless, endless pur- ;':"wlinm Btowsrd m-nvswmum s ot w“‘. '.'“:l []
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e L] e n " poo) ° b
“To-day we can seriously eet mbout Gestroying discipline thére lics the punishment of bread and  Puneh sty S 10 , and & becomes
Capitalism once for all. . . If the water, dark cells and chains, floggings and bangings. 1o ite mio:.' Wb::a powestal by heving cme
fails to fulfil ite duty ap a class wenE:;:u-d: It is almost incredible that in the Tweatieth Cen- ku:u:nk er the crisis comes and the
o lorsibis i the i colmod Tasontl’ tury @ man should be kept three or four weeks un- "or o over coatrol, the Tapid,
s b s, sy gt “Dvent. Abbs der sentence of death in s condemned call, waiched  (eledh S8 Hlelnt core ot
T, ex: y i ’ mously facilitate the inter-relationship of
A .. night and day, lest in his agony of less fear
oy Wi i I Gl et v ¢ 0 2 DI e sty o sl s . Wit
the State ey i e The ©f the hanging ceremony. Yet it happens! Who ’ P ? )
foint isdustrial and social comemiftec showid, ba Das Dot seen & mouso I8 @ trap, the little futtering e —
the nucleus of working-class political power. As heart beating so pamnfully as to be visible in the
the industrial and- social organisation grows strong :m’m:n in tﬁu E‘P"ﬂ"m‘:: m:lmq:" m‘l;l:nk'i&f MATIEM AND OPPORTUNISM. — 'Coubinusd,
enough it will be forced t the Capitalist . > opposi crushed
ng, not t:) take pa.aaionwof‘gtut to -m::;# §iI2 AN s inadion aid & rdeadly foar of desth—who knows ﬂ”the matt.mhhl:guw -d.-;-? g
But there are also strangely-involved liko 0f the grim business of hanging—the rope round (o “Gd" parties of the  Hecond b
:ih"h'-'hich is apparently meant to explain a prin- —‘hécickuilgopdnpm? e e fly ~Once mare the workers were and m in
/P".;cmw Sealiecs. fanit o by.ﬂhlizhmnlnﬁ;‘-ndyetmludennb'nd igmolﬂun&lgln-dﬂu x
e o e ’iq er. full of agony. nk of that man lying at night ,This is what has become of our splendid party,
Mmmmmmmw-wmmm&- with such & fear in his soul—and think sgain of ©f the Bolsheviki of Westery Europe. RS
ship  Bacialist institations ; when the Ownere those who stand with him st the fatal moment— I the place of &'pary that was as clesr s
denorracy lieen destroysd beyond the men who rush upon him, belpless and trapped, crystal, and as hard as steel, we have & turbid
all ‘possibility of rerival ; whea the Ry and pinion him—the Governor who murders in cold m-hthphcadnwwm
U aon et e B ot blood for & living—the Chaplain who hes and ious in its every deed, we have a few leadems,
thinge—then, with the passing of the phase of e duhi}:‘feuow b Do mo'i‘;’phad :ly“:ht-hth-
di S 1 : 45 cupation o A -men . 4n a E ‘interior
2“&, “eracy _rd:;&le‘; the url:,e:::wcﬂcy will m ‘; :ll pmpcm_ r w-ouhm nlmol?:d “;0 :ﬁmw‘d“hpmmh; well as Syndi-
suff » 4 of uman nv: n x we a party
Sl 2 SR the borrible business with the victim ? beada before the two former, aad ia ‘..‘3“
Mr. Marshall's description of the hanging of a COMPTOmises Wi FM
THE WORLD OF THE LIVING DEAD. poor half-witted lad (after awaiting his trial for the votes, and that is not very far off, comsequently,
The prioon world s oue little explored by thoee 000HS) brings the terribe reality home to the reader. from s compromise with either. In the place of &
whoTareahia’ & gy .ud:w."ﬂ_ His story of the flogging, too, shows up the crueity PAIYY h‘lﬂam“ﬂw“m
that of M, vmd""““” D Vorld ot the Of the official soul—the governor, the senior warder @ party that favours one form of imperialism—English
Living T ".Ml'“ Aaies “w t te  gnd the guard, the wretched balf-naked man strapped Imperialism. & 3
lit & has g Ay e Ay to the triangle, the doctor holding his pulse through When the ‘revolution comes, this party of ours
the inhabi o that ehtd 73z ey out to make certain that the victim is not insen- Will not be strong; it will stand powerless.
for us their thouhts o feolinee s theis hopes and  ®ible and the blows wasted. And what is the causo of all this? The use of
fears. Very wi he has not dwelt much upon I think the presence of the doctor during the Parliamentary action. ¢
bis own part in the tragedy of prison, for the ‘mmghm?wﬂ*m“fﬂm'or‘: TS B reader’ S Wity SR e
: more ‘m‘- un -
* Creative Revolution : A study in Communist Er- meuuwhbhmin'meud-ponou(dhwc;am thu:d oc B thnhuncydm

gatocracy. By Eden and Cedar Paul.
George Allen’& Unwin, Lid.
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