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Communist Party.
British Section of the Third Internatiomal.

June 19th, 1920,
28, East Road,

at the International
City Road, London;

Ot Saturday,
Rocialist Club,

the Communist Party (British section of thg Third In-

teruational) was formed.
The
formed consisted of dtlegates from the
and Holt Commusaist groups, the Stepney
the Gorton- Socialist Society, the
the Manchester Sovies
Federation (l'uuu‘muud

Aberde,
Crovdon,
Communist League,
Abstentionist  Pagty,
and the Workers' Socia
Party) and its branches.

D. A. Davies, of South Wales,
the chauir. ok

Letters were read from sarious Communist organisas
tions iy the provinces sympathising w’th the nl-].--r.{
of the gathering, but unable to send delegates.

Labour

was ected

The two main points on the agenda were:—

(a) Whether those present should take part in the
Communist Unity Conference, provisionally fixed
for August Ist.

(b Whether they should take other action.

The W.S.F. delegates, who had hitherto taken part

in the unity negotiations, reported :

(1) That of the original four partiés to the nego-
tions, the S.L.P. had withdrawn, and the South
Wales Socialist -S8ociety had ceased to attend. Thero
remained only the B.8.P., the W.8.F., and the Com-
munist Unity Group recently expelled from the 8.L.P.

(®) The withdrawals had ppsct the balance of
(partips, and had placed the right wing in a

{plrpondornnt position.

: ,(.1) The right wing had used its majority
;o ingist that the organisations participating in the
Unity Conference’ should be bound beforehand to ac-

+ cept the findings of that conference, and to merge

« their identity in whatever party mizht arisc.

(1) Binke, owing to the cirenmstinces above. out-

lined, and to the suggested basis of delegation, the
. Right Wing clements will dominato the Conference,
' the new body resulting from that rnnﬁ'nh'c will have
7 Right Wing ideas, which include affiliastion to “the
« Labour Party and participation in Parliamentary ac-
tion.

power

S, After discussion, the following

* adopted, with two dissentients :—

resolulion  was

“ We Revolutionary Communist delegates and in-
dividuals pledge ourselves to the Third Inter
national, lﬂ Dictatorship of the Prolefariat, the
Soviet system, mon-affiliation to the Labour Party,
and to abstention from Parliamentary action : and
decide not to take -part .in the August Ist Unity
Conference, or in the Uhity negotiations concerncd
with it, J
As a logical consequence of this decision, the con-

ference unanimously resolved to form the Communist

Party (British Beetion 6f ‘the Third Interu: afionml ).
A provisional Organising Ceuncil of 25 members,

with power tFco-opt up to 50, was eloctad. for three

months,
The Councilmen resident, in the London wren, and
sich provineial Councilrifen as are able to  attend,
will act as a 'v“)\]_ﬂnuul Urgunwug Committes, pend-
ing Hu \uunn.d (& mlvmnce, which is to be held

A ‘(lh mber, -

A fulltimg Secrdts u'\, a member of the Couneil,
was clected.

Robert Stott, also a member nf the
“appointed Honorary Treasurer.

Council, was

The Workers' Dreadnought was adopted as the first
official weekly -organ of the Party. Pank -
Council, was elected editor,

Sylvia

urst, a member of the-
The

second dl:_\"n eonference, under the chairman-
Eden Paul] was devoted to drafting the
ml Party progratme, and to dg txil work.

The (ommunu(, Party appeals~ for members who
ept its programme. The mininum “sulgeription
13 3d. per Aveek. — Edgar T. Whitehead, Becretary.
Temporary address: 28,

Internatiopal Socialist Club, 2
Fast Road, City Road, Londan, N.1. .-,

<~v|F~*\|u‘n at which the new |n||\ was

to

* tische Partei) in Germany,

* dictatorship of the

PRICE TWOPENCE.

OPPOR'I‘!JNISM AND DOGMATISH.

By IIIIM GORTER.

The old dissention between ‘‘opportunists’
and *‘dogmatists,”” which divided the Second
International, seems. to have come to life again
in a new form in the Third International, where-
as the struggle which caused the downfall of the
First International was fought out in the Second,
the dissentivn which split_up the Second Inter-
national seems destiped to reach a noiulinn only
in the Third. .

_Opportunists in the Third lltemtlonl.

Morvover, it would be a avender, nay, an im-
osstbility, that  with. the: erection of a Third
Tnternational, uppnrfnnijm Qbol:ld straightway

Capitalist Peace M-m-;

disappear.  On the contrary, and unless we are
much mistaken, the (pruhnhh will exter into
the Third International in even greater numbers.
The antithesis between the two trends, in Cen-
tral and Western Burope becomes ever more

marked.
Two listhu*‘l‘raﬁ.

We havg clear examples fh the two Communist
parties (the Spartacusbund and the Kommunis-
the W.S.F. with
. in England.

a few groups, and the B.

Both trends are decid revolutionary, both
want the subjection of capital, and the coming of
Communism at sthe earl possible date. Both
accept the principal mean§ towards the achieve-
ment of this aim, ‘orkers’ Councils, the
t, and the unity of
action of the prolet '

But they chﬂc-r in , in the means by
which they propose to in 'their aim. And
thid difference Na_most ghrongly marked in the
cotiception regard Mhmrlltll‘hm and the

Trade Unions.

Parliamentarism Trade Unions.

These articles are with the object of
contributing towards as clear and keen an in-
sight as possible into the general course of the
world revolution. The yiew strongly taken by
these articles is deeply’ tinged with a special
tendeney, to be syre, but it. is as clear and true
»s the authpr can make it.

The revolution is an international matter. For-
tunately the times are t when the proletariat
of the country was only saperficially and theoretic-
ally interested in the development in other coun-
tries. Our eause is ong, We must learn by the
struggle of the pmlehrh' of other countries. In-
ternational capitalism can only be overcome by
all of us. We must come together in one battle
with the same tactics. « Capital. unites more and
more on one single front, the proletariat must do
the same. : ‘

In a scries of three articles we shall expose
various opinions regarding the tactics that’ have

to be adopted in Germany. ' In the first we shall
give the arguments of Comrade Pannekoek,
againgt the use of Parliamentary action in Ger-
many, and in favour of the institution of indus-
trial unions. In the second wg shall point, out
the dangers of Parliamentary adgion in Germany,
by means of a report on the rising of the
German workers at the time of the Kapp-putsch,
as delivered by one of the most prominent mem-
bers of the Communist Party in the Unifed States,
an eye-witness of that rising. In the third we
shall consider what lessons the other mntrhl
sy draw.from these eventi, >, =
At no moment could lhue in\rdultioh- be
more propitious than to-di; now that the Soviet
‘army s fighting Poland,>and” the - fiw; of
Persia by the Red Amlen causes’ the em-
pire of Britain to tremble to its foundations.
The German Situation.

In connection herewith we-shoiild also consider
the clections in a part of Germany, Brunswick,

, where the Independent Socialists. of Gefuny

gained a large majority over the Noske Party,
when thie middle parties nearly disappeaied, and
the masses went either right or left. ")t is gen-
erally expectéd that the general eléetions will
take the same course. This would make a new
revolution probable.

With regard to the first article we should ob-
serve that Comrade Pannekoek, a Ditchman,
was for many years a teacher at the party sehool
of the Social-Democrats in Berlin, and later, after
having been expelled from Germany by the
Prussian Government, in the city of Bremen.
He was a regular. contributor to some twenty-or
thirty German papers, and before the War, he
was with Rosa Luxemburg and Radek, one of
the leaders of the left-radical trend in Germany
which, even at that time, was already against
Kautsky. He is thoroughly familiar with the
German Labour movement.

During these last months, moreover, he has
been the spiritual leader of the Bureau of the
Third International in Amsterdam, From his
article the English reader will learn at the same
time the difference of opinion with Moscow,
which led to the abrogation of this Bureau.

Pannekoek's V'l;': Parliament a Fight -

The article is as follows :—

“‘Parliamentarism is the typical form of a l[ht
by means of leaders, in which the masses
a subordinate part, The question is not, why
Parliamentarism as a form of government cannot
lead to self-government through the masses, and
why we oppose it by the Soviet system. We
treat here of Parliamentarism’ as a method of
proletarian warfare. The practice of
tarism accust the kers to letting others
act for them; it the illusion that others
can fight' their battle for them. At s certai.
stage Parliamentarism is necessary. It is n
sary when the workers are still unable to create
for themselves the organs required for the man-
agement of society, when their nplrmnl orienta-
tion and their understanding of Capitalism are
as yet in the very first stages of development,
and when the Socialist Party. must expose the
governing system by means of keen criticism,
and must attract the masses by demanding
forms.
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THE WORKERS' DREADNOUGHT.

Juno 26, 1920.

ginning to build ap their own organs, their
Soviets, that is to say, when the revolution has
begun, then the need for Parliamentary action
becomes of ever less importance, as compared
with the great drawback involved in keeping the
workers from taking action. _

The Masses Act from Necessity.

Fhe workers do not feel or act in a revolutionary
way because they are urged to do so, but from
bitter necessity, and wlien they see no other

out.
‘l%u be revolutionary in deed means actually to
take in hand the reorganisation of the geat pro-
blems of society, to study them, to take momen-
tous decisions, to convince others, to come to
action.

These problems cannot be solved by clever
lesiders, a solution can only be found, first, by the
Communist vanguard, and then the masses them-
selves taking them in hand, searching, propaga-
ting, struggling, trying. venturing, peucvrrhl!l.
hearing the responsibility, and recognisihg it.
All this is harr‘\:ﬂhd painful, and as |nn.u as ‘the
working-class imagines ﬂ\c-ﬂ\ is an easier wav.
as long as the workers are told that others will
do it for them, will earry on the pl'(\pnﬂf\ll(‘n
from n high platform, will t:ke the decisions,

give the signal for action@ and decide on the .

lecislative measures. as long as they are mll_ conf-
nelled by an iron necessityv, the workers /

hesitate from an innate inertin, and will refpain
passive mersed as they are l‘\ old modes oF think-

1 traditions. 2
ing and s Baien Contiibe “";'.

The great, the really Communist character of
the Russian Revolption, lies firstly in the fact
that it called forth the activity of he masses
themselves. in that it fired their psvehieal anl
physieal enerayv. so that thev themselr »s are ﬂl'l'
makers and the bearcrs of the new socicty. This
self-enfranchisement of the masses is ot at once
complete, it comes in stages, and the givine un
of Parlismentarism is ‘one of these stares. That
the Communist Parjv in Germany in December,
1018, shonld have &rvnl to hoveott ﬂ\_t‘ lections,
was no foolish illusions ~f an easy \‘Tcﬁ\r\'.
but thewcraving to throw off a mental subjection
a8 sorn o5 there hiad heen found a way towards
consfrnetive ~etivity of the masses, by means of

- the “Councils.”” :

'"1‘(" new anti-Parlismentarism which hls.hl‘v
come manifest amoné the Communists o’ various
countrics. has nothing in common with Syndic-

“ alism or Anatrhinm—'u has often been n\'crrt?d—-
t is closely connected with the Soviet princinls.
Parliamentary and Trade Union Power
3 over the Masses. X

. Whereas Parliamentarism stands  for the
si:M ual power of the leaders over the masses,
the Trade Union movement represents their ma-
terial power. The big Trade Unions have grown

to B&institutions of the nature of State o1 ganisms,.

from;being servants, the leaders have become
masters, formine a caste that indentifies itself
with the organisation.  They control lII't.he
engines of power, the finances and the press. Any
attempt at revolt on the part of the m¢ mbers s
shattered against the apparatusof regulations and
the bureaucratic hierarehy, hefore it has suc-
ceeded in carrving through its opposition. It s
only at the cost of the greatest perscverance and

energy that an opposition clirrent in the masses.

can in the long run lead to a maderate suceess,
and in most casessuch currents are e ufined -to
chanves of personnel, which leave the system
intact. .
Over and over again, du%g the pasl vears,
i England, in Germany, in America, the mem-
bers openly have rei)cllrh. and gone their owrd
- way, fit defiance of the leaders, and of the union
rules ‘and resolutiéns.  That this is a common
experience proves that the members do not con-
trol the union, and that the union_instead of
being their collectivity, is a strange power br
which they are dominated, though it springs from
their own ranks, The union is, therefore, some-
thing analogous to the State. .
Once the rebellion has quicted down, the oi1
domination asserts ifself in the old manner. In
spite of the impotent exasperation and hatred
amongst the masses, it manages to iinintain it-
self, owing to the support of the many indiffereqt
clements, and espfeially becanse the need for the
union is felt by all, as the onlv means whereby
_ .the workers can gather strepeth i~ o etvang mi-

0y

tual co-operation, against capitalism.
bureaucratic leaders are like the State
cracy, not enly in their domination of the masses
in the service of capitalism, which, through them,
keeps the workers in check, but also in that their
“policy’* more and more becomes a couxing of
the through demagogic phiases, in
f: of their ag ts with the cepitalists.
In'Germany the trade union bureaucracy ‘s
.rough apd coarse in its manifestations, forcing
the workers, by insiduous or violent means, to
accept once more piece-work and longer working
hours. In England its method is more subtle and
cunning ; the British leaders to all apyp

The

A Letter From Warsaw.

since I have been lying in wair (.,
you the situation wi ),
us here, since

It is

autumn of 1918, has had an evolution in hes inter .
politics which resembles the gradual clarification o
troabled waters. _
The Nationalist Mirage. \
At the outsct the idea of watioual independoy .
dazzled great musees of the population, and 1.,
nationaligt idea contaminated even the indusisy

allow themselves to be shoved by the. workers
against their will, as does also the Government,

whilst in reality they ignore the wishes of the
workers.

! The Comu~iuolulloury Force of

.The counter-revolutibnary force of trede union
bureaucracy Cannot be weakened or done away
“teith by a mere change of persons; it is the form
of organsation itself which renders the masses
wellnigh impotent, which prevents them from
making the trade unions into.organs of their
proper will.  The revolution can only be tri-
umphant, if these orgamisations themselves sre
abolished, that is to say, if their form of organ-
isation is to be so completely altefed. as 19 become

somethint altogether different. The Sevieh sys-

tem %ill form not only the new wolitical organs’
of the proletariat as compared ‘with the hourgeois

Parliament. but also the new foundation for ‘the - demagsts

teade unions. Some traces hereof became man-
ifest alreadv in the Syndicalist and esvecially in-
the industrial nnions, in so far as the b

proletari But sich class confusion could not 1.1
out long in the race of ‘realities. The Eau.iy
Bocialists of the Polish Socialist Party (P.5.P.), why,
when it came into power, formed s Governmeut 1 .
was but a yinual b ing bet the peopin
and the bourgeoisie, at last made.their choice, ..y
benevolently handed over its power to the reactio
Sioce then, this party of petty and- pitiful caricaturis
of the Scheidemanists, has again skidded to the nignt,
its sole ambition being wot to be mistaken, even trow,
afar, for Bolsheviki. The odly legacy of the thres
mooths” reign of the Polish Sovialist Farty is. we’
state of seige which has become’ t, thunky
1o the idol of patriotic class collaboratida the V.5 1
impressed on the minds of the people.
dowever, the economic situation, becoming tiure
aud more lumentable, patriotic enthusiasm has alnost
disappeared in the greut wasses of tue population.
Each successive  bourgeois government lus wursed
desperately, to create an elficbeut machive, of bourgeow
g!u:ehuu ot “I-:e ariy un;l ;a- geudarmerie, insiesd
the pe nnlh.u which _bad SPoutangyusiy
formeg"w Polund obtaived its ﬁm a8 a batwn” o
ln one year, a Polish bourgeis State Has 'bicn’
Created, oppressive and police-agent - ridden. . That
ation of" the truth of Ma¥xist teaclniy hys
1t has opened
‘bas  readered

not been in velin.
proletarians, ‘Ind
r O A

the eyes ef nuwerdiis
. impossible  that
i Y 0 e

eratic anbaratus has been reduced to a sall seale., )

Il the strenth being derived from the activity
of the masses. ° -

This was done more directlv. and more con-
scionsly in the Shop Stewards’ movement in
Fngland, with its orgsns of the masses created
throngh practice, in onnosition to the trade union
bureaucracy. In the, German unions it was done
more econsciously, hut feebly, owing to the de-
feat of the revolution. FEvery movement of that
kind. which weakens the inner firmness of the
coentralised vnions, does away with some of the
ohstacles to the revolution. On the other hand.
whereas. with a view to immediate suceess. the
Communists strengthen the trade union form ot
oraanisation : they strenathen the obstacles that
Iater on will hamnar them maost severelv.

As long as capitalism still stands firmly up-
right, these new rank and file formations can
attain but a limited state of development, except
_under very special conditions. In America, for
instance, wheres the large numbers of the un-
schooled workers outside the trade unons
caused the wide development of the 1.W.W.,
and the big trade unions remain-wellnigh intact
as a reactionary foree. It is only during the rev-
olution, which awakens the action of the masses,
that the trade uniond are undermined, and that
their chiaracter changes entirely.

The Mission of the Communist Party.

5o far Comrade Pannekoek’s article. 1 have
but one thing to add to it; Pannekoek, in my
opinion, omits one important matter, perhaps
the most_important of all, . :

It més /hopeless, add to many comrades it
will seem.hopeless, that the proletariat in th's
period of transition from evolution 1o revolu-
tion. should not join in Parliamentary action,
nor be able to make smy really strong economic
league outside the trade unions, Ts it impossible
then that in this period the proletarist should
form a strong organisation? 3

This_question Comrade Pannekoek omits.

The answer isi:—

Just now. in this period, the proletariat can
constitute the strong Communist Party. The
Party which criticises all other parties and the
trade unions, itself remaining absolutely clear
and guided by principle in its tactics. The Partv
which leads the way towards the revolution, and
in the revolution, and which, thanks to that,
small though it may remain in the beginning, al-
ready forms the core. hard as steel, clear as .
~lass. around which the masses will rally once
the revolution has come. :

.

Ireland: the Achilles Heel of England.”
Hermay Gorrer. From the WS.F. Price 1d.

50
of * Bocialism within_

Polish Army

To-day the .Lourgeoisie are armed the tecth.
The Polish army is the biggest of Centrul Eurvpa
The minds of the soldiers are systematically worked
upon in a reactionary sense. The whole civiliu
population s sacriiced to the army, yet, thanks
the iucapicity, to the thefts, breactws of trust aud
stupidity of the officials, it is neither well chothed,
nor well fed, and the tirst signs of demoralisation
aro digtinctly wisible in its ranks.
Motives of the War.

*‘ The effort of Poland is brought to. bear upon two
ronts; —

(1) Against Soviet Russia ; oceasionally, in point
ol fact, also agaiun Germans, Ukraiutaus, Czecls
Jews, etc.

(2) Agaiust the claims of the Polish proletisiat.

The wmotives for the “Wue policy ~ directed aguiist

tho Soviets are various: féar of ' Bolshevism,
annexionist rapacity, the iuterests of the nobles who
own the great domains in Lithuamia and Ukrauna,
the necessity of a diversion of ideas from the interior
situation, and servility towards the Allies; all thoso
wWolives intervene aguinst pemce.

~ The War Unpopular in Poland.

But since the pacilic propositious of the Sovicts
arc koown, the war becomes more mote
uupopular. It is urged amongst the bourgevisic that
peace with Mogcow will second the filtering of
Bolshevist ideas into Poland, but if war agwist
Soviet Russia is iuswsted upon, in spite of the great
p“ﬁ"j" opposition, the spread of the revolutionary

reason.”

spirit amoog the masses will be still more cerian

u“u umk beg ld- the bourg e were afruid of
workers  au affected w h

consideration, Sress’ thamf e
How the Polish Soviets Were

‘Jl:; Pauucotl_ju;": gularl i d and st
e mou 919, in all our big towus.

Beveral of for n . that of the’gbx\.-m of

Dombrocol, had a digtinctly Communist majonity.
The situation was then fairly analogous to that of
the Kerousky epoch in Russia; that is to siy that,
peside the government, there existed 2.nl-olﬂ'ullﬁv

i ¢ bodies composed solely of workme
he merit (?) of having llbuuej our goveruiog
clagses from the Soviet nightmare is due entirely ©
tho Polish Socialist Party. In this atmosphere of
reaction and  ever-increasing jon the leaders
of thig l'n;ty discovered a mkivmce worthy
of the traitors and cheats that they - are.  They
summoned all the delegates who were members of
the Soviets to declare their Opinions upon patrioti=m
and upon the refusal of the majority to make 4
g:‘\:f’r:m &:,' dpal.r:u'e faith. The minorities, tho
iotic cialist factions, then separated from the
Sovigts and formed their own * Councils of Patrior:
Socialist Workers' Delogates.” The reactionaris
having departed the Soviets were thus rendered purely
Communist, and were dissolved by force of arin-,
their secretaries and other officials being thrown o
prisons. :
- As to the patriotic Sbyicts, they vqeufo as enemic
little groups, representing mobody, and listened
by no one. They' meet once a fortnight to adopt
fortuous resolutions, dictated by the great masters
of the Party.' The bourgeoisie leave thom to drivel
on in freedom, At ope sitting, a delegato, scizr
Nith dig;ust, uttered some words of truth : “Ths

By ‘prating of owrs js perfec
g X:' perfectly useless. Let us go w



