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15601 Morrison ot., [
sherman COaks, California,
September 20, 1949,

pear Dr. Fannekoek,
i lease forgive the delay in replying to your excellent letter of
august 31. I have been extremely busy of late, not mek ing much money,
but just busy, mostly with the constant and continuing practicing whicl
must attend to all their lives. A&s a sidelight, I must report
t + the moment the postman delivered your letter to me, . Was at
work polishing Schubert's beautiful and, 1 thought, apropos, "Frihlings
gleube". ZFerhaps you recall the strain, which was broken off by the D¢
men's ring... O friscrer Iuft, O neuer Klang. Nun, armes Herze,sei-nict
banel Nun muss sich alles, slles wenden. Man weiss nicht, was noch werc
mggi.. vergiss der @uall Nun muss sich alles wenden.'. A song whieh she
by a1l marxists, for is nov ~ nun MUS2 sich alles wenueg" a

singers

T hHh=

’

be beloVed

good summation of the. philosophy? The refusal of most "socialists” to
-ehez? hat ¢ erce is at once a bourgeois carry-over, a defense

mecﬁanism of the bourgeois subconscicus and one of the greatest stumbl:
blocks to their total compre ensicn of what must be done., It is not on
economic tradition that weighs like an Alp upon the minds. of the worke:
of today. 1%t is rradition as a generality which deters them (and our-
selves) ; which makes them think unwittingly in the fashion of bourggoi
mystics; which causes them to think of the 'revolution' in the same fr
of reference with the Christian's "iillenium" when all sins shall be w
ed awgy. DBecause of such views as 1 have jus?t expressed, I am now con
si dered persona non grata b§ my erstwhile comrades of the World Social
rarty. They attack and attack (puny, silly pin pricks unfelt by the
Brobdignagians) the economic structure, and then have the temerity to
laugh at economic determinists... standing in front of a mirror ad
laughing at their own reflexions, but they camnot see that. These, th
are the Fundamentalis t, Literalist Marxists... far which I develop an
increasing contempt. hey forget that barx was but a road sign, point
a direction, and was not an end in himself. As one friend of mine has
put it, and I doubt hat the thought orig na%ed with him, if Marx were
alive today, he w uld undoubtedly endorse the Stalinists, whose minds
fit more chdsely the ideal of the mid 19th Century "radical". Radical
thought which is a century behind is not radical thought anymore, but
reactionary and thoroughly negative. The radical who is na also a
freethinker is no radical, but most alleged radicals of my ac quaintanc
think that in reading hundred ¥ ar old tomes they have found the Alphs
and Omega... Why go farther? Your attitude towards those Dumkopfen se
to pretty well coinciae wi th my own... don't you find, too, that 1T st
you apart Im® ein Fremdl ing among the dogmatists? Aber, warte nur...
arenot so alone as it first appears. Ferhaps, as youpsay, the ola grol
have dwindled... I find that, here at least, there are many thoughtfu.
workers who will not be satisfied with the old clichés. They are read]
for development... it will take work andi financial support. Unf ortun
those of us who would work here, 2s elsewhere, suffer from lack of fi
Fersonally, I am living on the brink of bankruptecy... and I have a wis
and two children to support. The American worker gets more pay than
European cousin... and his support costs that much more... it really
out. I can safely speak for my comrades here in the Southwestern U.S..
when I say that we are most eager % get started, perhaps with open T
and an unaffiliated, free pamphlet press, free that is of partisan po
jes. Most of my comrades are out of the area at the moment, some 1in
Detroit, some in San Diego, Calif .j but they should be returning any
now... when all havereturned, we hope to put a program into operation
Which is whp I have contacted you for suggestions. 1 have read Nr J
Dawson's paper occasionally in the past, and have several copies in m
files... I shall contact him as soon as I get a few dollars aside and
subscribe to his paper. I shall also contact Faul Mattick shortly.
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The job is much more difficult in this country than in Europe... the
American unionized worker, due to economic ccnditions here, is fatter
and superficially better-off than the European worker. He is coddled
and given more bones to keep him happy, or thi nking he is happy...
hende, most American workers are pexfect foils for the bourgeoisie.
For proof, just read the election retums of this country... the gover:
ments chosen are invarisbly either from the petty bourgeoisie, t he shoj
keepers (Democratic) or from the industrial-finange Capitalists (Repul
licans). You would. be amaged, I'm sure, att he number of really under
and illhoused workers who cast their votes for the Republicans. And
nobody, but NOBODY, votes any shade of radical... except in time of
"depression", admitted-by-the-Capitalists depression, that is, and the
only a tiny few. It is most frustrating... or would be, if one permit-
it to overshadow one's thoughts. We must simply concede that that ist
condition, file the thoughtaway, and continue to plug away... the colle
will come eventually... that is my only concession to the inevitabilit;
aspect.

I must close for this time. My good wife joins me in most cordial
and comradely greetings.
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