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unfurled, and must be ocrushed with the capitalist traditions of yes—
terday. They are fakere again making history, struggling in a feeble
effort to ward off the dialectie movement of reality. Meanwhile, the
class struggle deepene - real revolutienists must carry on!
* % 8 ® & & % %9

It has come to our notice that the Weisbord group, another

"wing" of the Bolshewiks, who have $adhered® to the Trotsky

movement internationally while oppesi the Left Qppesitioen

in Amerioca, have repudiated Treteky and his whele movement

on the basis of this new erientatien.
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"WHAT NEXT FOR THE AMERICAN WORKER?"
(A new and pepular pamphlet, dealing with present day conditions
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(Prepared Jointly by the Group of International Communists
of Holland, Translated From "Ratekorrespondenz" #3, the
Oouncil Correspondence Published by the G. of I. 0. of H.
at Ameterdam,Holland,-the International Correspondence
Bureau of thé Left Communist Groups and the Council Move-
ment of Europe.)

I. - The Significance of Bolshevism,

1. In Soviet Economy and the Soviet State, bolsheviem has created
for itself a olosed field of social practice., In the Third Internat-
ional, it has organized an instrument for oontrolling and influencing
the labor movement on international paths. Its direotives in matters
of principle and tactics are elaborated in "Leninism", The question
ariges: Is the Bolshevik theory, as Stalin sayse, Marxism in the epooh
of imperialism and the social revolution? Is it, aococordingly, the
axis of the revolutionary movement of the proletariat on an interna~
tional scale?

3. Bolshevism obtained its international reputation in the prole-
tarian class movement, first, by ite consistent revolutionary strug-
gle againet the World War of 1914-18 and, seoondly, by the Russian
Revolutfon of 1917. Its world-historic importance lies-in the fact
that, under the consistent leadership of Lenin, it recognized the
problems of the Russian Revolution and at the same time oreated, in
the Bolghevist Party, the instrument by whioh $hose problems could be
Praotically solved. The adaptation of Bolshevism to the problems
Taised by the Russian Revolution was brought about by 30 years of
gainﬂtaking and oonsistent development with the aid of ineight into
he fundamental class questione involved.

3e The question of whether tkis successful mastery of its tasks

Sntitles Bolshevism to leadership, in theory, tactice and organiza~
on of the international proletarian revolution involves, on the one

aﬁﬁﬁi an examination of the social bases and preconditions of the

t

an Révolut8on, and, on the other, of the problems of the prole-
arian revolution in the great capitalist countries.
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II. - The Preconditions of the Russian Revolution.

Russian society was decisively 00nditioped by its position be-
tween Europe and Adia, While the more progressive economic force and
the stronger international position of Western Eurcpe degtrgyed in
Russia, before the end of the Middle Ages, the first beginnings of &
commercial capitalist development, the political superiority of
oriental despotism created the foundations for the absolutist state
apparatus of the Russian Empire. Russia tpus oooupied,_not only geo-
graphically but also economically and politically, an intermediate
position between the two continents, oombining their different social
and political systems in its own peculiar ways.

5 This internationally ambiguous position of Russia has decig-
i;ely influenced not only its remote past, but also the problems of
its revolution in the first two deaades of the 30th century. The aqap-
italist system in the era of imperialist upewing.created two mutually
opposed but intimately interlaced centers: the highly developed cap-
italist center of active imperialist advance in the strongly indus-
trialized area of Western Europe and North Amerioca, and the colonial
center of passive imperialist plunder in the agricultural regions of
Eastern Asia. The class menace to the imperialist system thus gxiaea
from both these centers: the international proletarian revolution
finds its pivot in the highly developed capitalist countries of
Burope and Amerioa, she national agrarian revolution in thg peasant
countries of Eastern Asia. In Russia, which stood at the dividing

4.

point between the spheres of influence of the two imperialist centers,

the two revolutionary tendencies were mingled.

8¢ The Russian economy was a combination of antiquatei agrarian
production characteristio of Asia, and of modern industrial economy
sharaoteristio of Burope. Serfdom in.various forms survived in prac-
tice for an enormous majority of Russian peasants. The small begin-
nings of capitalist agrioulture were thus hindered in their develop-
ent, They merely caused the breaking up of the Russian village, its
{ndesoribable pauperization, while leaving the peasant chained to a
$0il whioch no longer was able to nourish him. Russian agriculture,
smbracing four-fifths of the Russian population and more than half
the total production, was until 1917 a feudal economy sprinkled with
capitalistio elements. Russian industry #as engrafted upon the coun-
iry by the czarist regime, which wanted to be independent of foreign
sountries especially in the production of army supplies. Since, how-
sver, Russia lacked the basis of a well developed system of handi-
drafts and the rudiments for the building of a claass of "free labor-
érg", this state capitalism, though born as mass production, created
nd wage-working class. It was & system of capitalistic serfdom, and
rreserved strong traces of this peculiarity down to 1917 in such
features as the mede of wage payments, barracking of the workers,
social legislation, etc. The Russian workers were therefore not only
technically backward, but also to a great extent illiterate and in
large part directly or indiréctly bound to the village. In many
branches of industry, the labor foroe was made up mainly of seasonal
peasant workers wiao had no permanent conneotion with the city.

Russian indgatry uutil 1917 was a system of oagpitalist production in-
serpersed with feidal elements., Feudal agriculture and capitalist in-
dustry were thus mutually penetrated with each other's basic elements

o A
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exnd had been combined into a system whioh could neither be govezned
by feudal prinoiples of eoonomy nor furnish the foundations for an o
ganio development of ite capitalistio elements.

7 The eoonomic task of the Russian Revolution was, first, the
gsetting aside of the conocealed agrarian feudalism and its continued
exploitation of the peasants as serfs, together with the industrial-
ization of agriculture, placing it on the plane of modern commodity
production; secondly, to make possible the unrestrioted oreation of
a olass of really "free laborers", liberating the industrial develop
ment from all its feudal fetters. Essentially, the tasks of the bour.
geois revolution,

8. It was on this foundation that $he State of ozarist abeolutisz
arose. The existence of this Btate depended on an equilibrium between
the two posseseing clasees, neither of whioh was able to dominate the
other. If capitalism furnished the eoonomic backbone of that Btate,
its politiocal prop was provided by the feudal nobility. "Oonstitutiem'
"right to vote", and system of "self-govermnment" could not oonceal
the political impotenoce of all olasses in the ozarist 8tate which,
under the oonditions of the country's economio backwardness,produced
a method of government whioh was a mixture of Buropean absolutism and
Oriental despotism,

6. Politically, the tasks oonfronting the Russian Revolution were:
the destruction of absolutism, the abolifion of the feudal nobility
as the first estate, and the oreation of a politiocal oonstitution and
an administrative apparatus which would seoure politically the ful-
fillment of the economio taek of the Revolution. The political tasks
of the Russian Revolution were, therefore, quite in accord with its
ecanomio presuppositions, the tasks of the bourgeois revolution.

III. -~ The Clggg Groupings of the Rusgian Reyolutiogp.

10. Due to the peouliar social oombination of feudal and capital-
istic elements, the Russian Revolution was also confronted with com-
Plicated tasks. It differed in essence as fundamentally from the
olassio bourgeois revolution gs the social struoture of Russian ab-
8olutism at the beginning of the 30th centwry differed, say, from
that of Frenoh absolutism in the 17th oentury.

él. This difference, corresponding to the dissimilar eoonemio foun-

vstion, found ite olearest political expression in the attitude of tho

.:r ous olasses of Russia toward Czarism and the revolution. From the
andpoint of their economioc interests, all these olasses were funda~

3 lentall; in opposition to Ozarism. In political practioe, however,

this sition differed not
% only in degres but was ite differ
8180 in its aim and goal. x > e siecn

.liii‘-m The feudal nobility fought fundamentally only for the exten-
iy of ite influence over the absolitist State, wishing to keep it
Ot for the safeguarding of ite privileges.

13, The bourgeoisie
» numerioally weak, politiocally dependent and
gi:;:tlv bound to Ozariem through .gtate ;ugaidiee, mads ghneroun

8 in i:; palitioal orientation. The Decembrist movement of 1835
BT dhod Y aotdye revolupionary Sttaok on the absolutist State.
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At the time of the terrorist movement of the Narodniki in the 70's
and 80's, they supported the revolutionary movement passively for

the purpose of strengthening the pressure on Czarism. They also at-
tempted to utilize, as a means of pressure, the revolutionary strike
movements down to the Ootober struggles of 1905. Their aim was no
longer the overthrow but the reform of Ozarism. Duripg the parliamen-
tary period from 1906 to the spring of 1917, they entered upon a
phase of cooperation with Csarism. Finally, the Russian bourgeoisie,
in flight from the consequences of the revolutionary struggles of the
proletarian and peasant masses, arrived at unconditional surrender to
ozarist reaction in the period of the Kornilov Putsoh, whioch was de-
signed to reestablish the former power of the Czar. It ‘became counter-
revolutionary even before yhe tasks of its own revolution had been
accomplished. The first class characteristic of the Rusgian Revolution
is, therefore, the faot that as a bourgeois revolution it had to be
carried through not only without but direotly against the bourgeoisie,
Thus arcse a fundamental alteration of its whole politicdl character,

14, In conformity with their overwhelming majority, the peasants
became the social group which at least passively determined the Rua-
sian Revolution. While the numerically less lmportant capitalistioc--
middle and upper--peasantry represented a liberal, petty-bourgeois
policy, the preponderant number of famishing and enslaved emall-pea-~
sants were forced by elemental necessities into the course of violent
expropriation of the large estates. Unable to pursue a class policy
of their own, the Russian peasant elements found themselves compelled
to follow the leadership of other olasses., Until Februaru 1917 they
had, on the whole, despite sporadic revolts, been the firm basis of
Czarism. As a result of their massive immobility and backwardness, the
1905 revolution collapsed. In 1917 they were decisive in bringi a-
bout the end of Czarism, which had organized them in great socia
units in the army, in that they passively crippled the conduct of thc
war, By their primitive but irresistible revolts.in the villages
during the further course of the Revolution, thus doing :away with the
large- estates, they created the necessary conditions for the victory
of the Bolshevik revolution which, during the years of oivil war, was
gble to maintain itself only by reason of their further active assis-
ance,

by In spite of 1ts backwardness, the Russian proletariat possessed
great fighting strength, due to the merciless ‘schooling of the com-
bined czarist and capitalist oppression, It threw itself with enor-
mous tenacity into the actions of the Russian bourgeois revolution
and became its sharpest and most reliable instrument. A8 each of its
actlons, through the clash with Czarism, became a revolutionary one,
it developed a primitive olass-oonsoiousness which in the struggles

of 1917, eéspeoially in the spontaneous taking over of dominant enter-
prises, raised iteelf to the height of subjeotive communist will,

16. The petty-bourgeois intelligentsia played a distinot role in
the Russian Revolution. Intolerably restricted in material and cul-
tural matters, hindered in professional progress, sohcoled in the

most advanoed ideas of Western Europe, the best forces of the Rugsian
intelligentsia stovod in the forefrogt of the revolutionary movement,
and by their leadership imprinted upon it a petty-bourgeois, jacobin-
ical stamp. The Ruseian social-democratic movement, in its profession—
al-revolutionary leader-element,conatitutes primarily a party of tue

S

révolutionary petty-bourgeoisie.

17. For the class solution of the problems presented by $he Rie-
sian Revolution, there arose a peouliar combination of foroces. The
enormous peasant masses formed its passive foundation; the numerio-
ally weaker but revolutionarily strong proletarian magses :
ted its fighting instrument; the small element of revolutiodary im-
tellectuals arose as the master mind of the Revolution, :

18, This olass triangle was a necessary development of osaPiet
society whioh was ruled politically by the absolutist, insependen§
8tate, based on the disfranohised possessing classes; the feudal no-
bility and the bourgeoisie, The peculiar problems involved in acéem-
plishing the bourgeois revolution without and against the bou $8ic
grew out of the neceseity for the overthrow of Czarism, of mobili
ing the proletariat and peasantry in the struggle for their own t::
terests and thereby destroy not only Czarism dbut the existing . :
forms of feudal and oapit.li.ha;zgloitltion. Numerically, the y
ants would have been able to h e the matter glone, but were polit-
ically not in a position to do so as they were unable to aotunizzf
their olass interests except by subordinating themselves to the
leadership of some other o element which in a certain measuse
determined to what d the olass interegte of the peasantry were
ocarried through. The Russian workers developed, in 1917, the begin-
nings of an independent o t olass polioy, dbut lacked the -
soolal presuppositions for their viotory, which as a viotory of the
proletarian revolution would have had t0 be & victory also ovey ‘the
geaaantry. This wam impossible for the Russian R:oloturtit whioly; in
ts various strata, numbered but ten millions. oq!uigszy —
Just like the peasants—had to subordinate themselves the leéa
ship of a group of intelleoctuals not organically bound up with their

intercsts..

19, The creation of the organized leadership of the Russian Rev-
olution and the development og.:n appropriate tactic is the merit of
the Bolsheviks, They acoomplished the seemingly hopeless task of -
greating the ocontradiotory alliance between the pegsant masses fight-
tgg for private property and the proletariat fighting for o »

Us making the revolution under ite diffioult conditions posaible
and assuring its sucocess by binding together this oontradictory
geasant~worker combination with the iron links of their party diote~
rgmlnp. The Bolsheviks oonstitute the leadership party of Ruseia's
hiv: utionary petty-bourgeois intelligentsia; they acoomplished e
hJ:zg:;O;% :;:kbggkth; E:ecéan Revg:gtioni ::nely, the fitting of

o e bourgeoig-revolutionar 8 gﬂb!

with the proletarian—revolut1on§xy working Ollll-y i g

~1V. - The Esaence of Bolshevigm.

30, Bolgheviem has all the fund OUF=
amental oharacteristi
geois-revolutionary polioy intensified by the insight (::xg: :voé-

phrase, H#the revolutionary social d ,linked *
emoorat is the
::tgxthe messes", is more than an external oompnrifgggpigﬁi:<r£ '
R e Pression of the inner tedhnico~political affinity with the méve-
,oi_xhg,;evolutsons:y»potty-bou:gooiqic of the Frepoh ‘revelytion,

-



Dec,1834 - Qouncil Correspondenca.

- e e e w e e e — - en e  ws e e e e e e o e
- = ms e W -,

3l. The basic principle of Bolshevik policy--the conquest and ex-
eroise of power by the organization--is jacobinical. The guiding
1ine of the great political perspective and of itse realization
through the tactic of the Bolshevik organization fighting for power
ie jacobinical; the mobilization of all suitable means and forces o
sooiety for the overthrow of the absolutist opponent, combined with
the application of all methods which promise’ success; zigzagging and
compromising with any social force which may be used, if even for
the shortest time and in the least important sector of the struggle.
The fundamental idea of bolshevist organization, finally, is jacob-
iniocal; the oreation of a strioct organization of professional revo-
lutionists which will remain a pliant tool of an omnipotent leader-

ship.

33. Theoretically, Bolshevism has by no means developed a thought
structure of its own which oould be considered a olosed system. It
hae, rather, taken over the Marxist method of looking at classes and
adapted it to the Russian revolutionary situation, i.e. basically
changed ite content while maintaining its conoepts.

33, The one ideologiocal achievement of Bolshevism is the connect-
ing of its own political theory as a whole with philosophical mater-
ialism. As a radical protagonist of the bourgeois revolution, it
falle upon the radiocal, philosophical ideology of the bourgeois rev-
olution and makes it the dogma of ite own view of human society.This
fixation upon philoedphical materialism is accompanied by a contin-
ual backsliding into philosophical idealism which goneiders politi-
cal practice as in the laet instance the emanation of the action of
leaders. (Treason of reformism; idolatry of Lenin and Stalin.)

34, The organization of Bolshevism arose out of the sagdal-demo-
oratic circles of intellectual revolutionists and developge through
faotional struggles, splits and defeate into an organizaiion of
leaders with the dominant positions in the hands of the petty-
bourgeois intelleotuals. Its further growth, favored by the continu-
ously illegal situation, established it as a political organization
of military oharacter, based on professional revolutionists. Only
‘through such a straight-laced instrument of leadership could the Bol-
shevik taotio be carried through and the historiocal task of Russia's
revolutionary intelligentsia be fulfilled.

a5, The Bolshevik taotic, in the service of pursuing the conquest
of power by the organization, revealed--especially up to October 1917
a powerful inner consietency. I§e continual outer fluotuations werse
essentially only temporary adaptations to altered situations and to
altered relations of forces betwsen the classes. In accordance with
the principle of absolute subordination of the means to the end,with-
out any consideration of the ideological effect on the classes which
it led, the tactic~was overhauled even in apparently fundamental
Questions. It was the task of the funotionaries to make each of these
maneuvwers understandable to the "masses". On the other hand, every
ideological stirring among the masses, even when fundamentally in
ocontradiction to the party program, was utilized. That could bs done
because the only issue was the unconditional capture of masses for
its policy. It had to be dons beoauss these massee, workers and peas ~
ants, had oontradiotory interests and a oompletely different conscious
negs. Precissly for this reason, bowever, the teotical method of

-8 =
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Bolshevism reveals its connection with revolutionary-bourgeois poli-
oy; it is, in faot, the method of that policy which Bolshevism actu~

alizes.
V. ~ The Directives of Bolshevist Policy.

26. The goal which furnished the starting point of Bolshevism ig
the overthrow of the ozarist system. As an attack on absolutism, 1t
is of revolutionary-bourgeois character. To this goal is subordinated
the struggle about the tactical line within the Russian social demee-
racyd In this struggle, Bolsheviem develops its methods and slogane,

37 It was the historical task of Bolshevism to weld together, by
its leadership tactic, the rebellion of the proletariat and peasan-
try, who stood on quite different social planes, to the end of com-
mon action against the feudal State. It had to combine the peasant
revolt (action of the bourgeois revolution at the beginning of the
development of bourgeois society) with the proletarian revolt (ac-
tion of the proletarian revolution at the end of the development of
bourgeois society) into a unified action. It was able to do this only
by reason of the fact that it unfolded a grand strategy in which use
was made of the most diverse olass stirrings and tendencies.

38, This utilization strategy begins with the willingness to cap-
italize the smallest splits and oraoks in the opponent's camp. Thus
Lenin once spoke of the liberal proprietors as 'our allies of, tomor-
row", while at another time he came out for support of the priests
who turned against the government because of their material neglect.
g:a:gs also ready to support the religious sects perseciited by

8m. .

39. The clarity of Lenin's taotic, however, reveals itself in the
fact that, especially as a result of the experiences of 1905, he
posed the question of the "sllies of the revolution" on the right
line, in that he turned more sharply against all compromises with the
dominant capitalist groups and restricted the polioy of the "ally"
and of compromises to the petty-~bourgeois and small-peasant elements,
i.e. those elements which alane historioslly oould be mobilized. for
the bourgeois revolution in Russia,

?O. The two-class basis of.Bolsghevik policy is expressed broadly

ndthe tactical slogan of the "democratio diotatorship of the workers
;gl geasants', which in 1905 was made the general. guiding line of
m: e\frik polioy and which still carried with it the illusionary
1atgr° Bome s8or$ of parliamentarism without the bourgeoisie. It . was..
ars erepla03d by the slogan of a "olass allianoce between the workers
esﬂig Ag§nts » Behind this formula was concealed nqthing but the nec-

1 y setting both these classes in motion for the Bolshevik
Policy of seizing power,

31, The temporar
y_slogans under which these two classes determi
1n§1£02 t:e Russian Revolution were to be mobilized on the basis o?ﬁ
4 puron redictory interests were ruthlessly subordinated to the
e *h.pose of using the forces of these classes. In order to mobil-
oojr;d=+€easantry. the Bolsheviks as early as 1905 or thersaboutpg
Ay b=ut§ slogan of "radical expropriation of the landed proprie-
e / the peasants", This slogan could be regarded from thé peas-
8tandpoint as gn invitation to divide the big estatss among

Al
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11 peasants. When the Mensheviks pointed out the reaotionary
:g:tgz: ofpthe,Bolshevik agrarian slogans, Lenin informed them that
the Bolsheviks.had not in the least decided what was to be done with
the expropriated estates. To regulate this matter would be the func-
tion of social-democratioc policy when the situation arose,The demand
for expropriation of the large estates by the peasants was thus of a
demagogic character, but struck the peasants on the dominant point
of their interests. In like manner, the Bolsheviks have also dropped
slogans among the workers, €.g. that of the soviets. Determining for
their tactic was merely the momentary success of a slogan which was
by no means regarded as an obligation of principle on the part of
the party with respect to the masses, but as & propagandietic means
of a policy having for its final oontent the conquest of power by

the orgenization,

28, In the period 1906-14, Bolghevism developed, in the vombination
of legal with illegal activity, the taoctio of "rqvolutionary parlia-
mentarism". This tactic was in aocord with the situation of the bour-
geoig revolution in Russia. With the aid of this tactic, it sucoeeded
in linking the day-to-day guerilla warfare between the workers and
Czarism, and between the peasants and Czarism, into the great line of
preparation for the bourgeois revolution under Russian conditions.In
particular, each step in parliamentary aotivity on the part of the
Russian sockal democracy bore, in consequence of ozarist dictatorial
policy, a bourgeoSs-revolutionary character. In its tactic of mobil-
izing %he two decisive classes of the Russian Revolufion in the al-
tered situation between the revolution of 1905 down to the World War,
this aim was further pursued and the Duma was used as a tribune for
ite propagends among the workere and peasants.

VI, - Bolghevism and the Working Olass.

33. Bolsheviem has solved the historical problem of the bourgeois
revolution in feudal—-capitalist Russia with the aid of the proletar-
iat'as the aotive, fighting instrument. It has also appropriated the
revolutionary theory of the working class and transformed that theory
to suit ite purposes. "Marxism-Leniniem" is not Hagxism, but a fill-
ing of the Marxigt terminology adapted to the needs of the bourgeois
revolution in Russia with the social oontent of the Russian Revolution.
This theory becomes, in the hands of thé Bolsheviks, and in spite of
ite being a means of understanding the olass structure and tendencies
of Russia, also the means of veiling the actual class content of the
Bolshevik revolution, Behind the Marxist conoepts and slogans is ocgqn~
cealed the content of a bourgeois revolution which had to be brought
about,under the leadership of a revolutionary petty-bourgeois intel-
ligentsia, by the united assault of a socialistically oriented prole-
tariat and a peasantry tied to private property, against ozarist ab-
solutism, land-owning nobility and the bourgeoisie.

34. The absolute claim to leadership on the part of the revolution-
ary, petty-bourgeois and jacobinical intelligentsla is concealed be-
hind the Bolshevik oconception of the role of the Party among the
working class. The petty—bourgeois intelligentsia oould expand its
organization irto an active revolutionary weapon only on condition

of attracting and making use of proletarian forces. It therefore
called its jacobinical party proletarian. The subordination of the
fighting working clase to the petty-bourgeois leadership was justi-

e
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fied by Bolshevism on the theory of the "vanguard" of the proletar-
jat--a theory which it extended in praotice to the principle that the
party is the embodiment of the class. The Party, that is, is not an
instrument of the working-class, but the working-class an instrument
of the Party.

35, The necessity for basihg Bolshevik policy on the two lower
classes of Russian sooliety is transoribed by Bolshevism into the
formula of a "class alliance between the:proletariat and the peasan-
try"--an allianoce in which logically antagonistic class interests
are consciously lumped together.

36. The demand for unoconditional leadership of the peasantry is.
disguised by Bolshevigm with the formula of the "primacy of the prole-
tariat in the revolution®". As the proletariat in its turn is ruled by
the Bolshevik Party, the."primacy of the proletariat" means the prim-
acy of the Bolshevik Party and its oclaim to governing both classes.

37. The Bolshevik pretention of seizing power with the support of
two classes finds its highest expression in the Bolshevik ooncept of
the "diotatorship of the proletariat". In conjunotion with the con-
cept of the Party as the absolute leader-organization of the class,
the formula of the proletarian dictatorship naturally means mastery
on the part of the jacobiniocal-bolshevik organization. Its olass con-
tent is furthermore oompletely done away with by the bolshevik defin.-
ition of the dictatorship of the proletariat as the "class alliance
between proletariat and peasantry under the primaoy of the proletar-
iat". (Stalin and the program of the Comintern." The Marxist princi-
ple of the dictatorship of the working olass is thus distorted by
g:%:?evism into the rule over two opposed classes by the jacobinical

38. The bourgeois character of the Bolshevik revolution is under-
scored by the Bolsheviks themselves in their revised slogan of the
"people's revolution", i,e. the common struggle of different classes
of a people in one revolution. That is the typical slogan of every
bourgeois revolution which behind a bourgeois leadership brings
masses of petty-bourgeois peasants and proletarians into action for
its own class aims.

39. In view of the organization's struggle for power over the
revolutionary classes, eeggy democratio attitude of Bolshevism be-
gomes a mere tactical chess move., This has been proved particularly
8111 the que?tzen of worker&' demooracy in the soviets.The Leninist
t'gga; of March 1917, "all power to the soviets", bore the typical
e class aspect of the Russian Revolution, for the soviets were the
Fug:gcils of workers, peasants and soldiers" (i.e. again peasants)
e ther?cre, the slogan was mere tactio., It was put forth by lLenin
tranastiebruary revolution because it seemed to assure the "peaceful!
i gn of oontrol from the sooial-revolutionary Menshevik ccali-
Bovieto %g Bolsheviks by the inorease of their influence in the
Bolshe:ik en, after the July demonstration, the influence 0f theo
tha ESV‘ 8 over the soviets declined, Lenin temporarily abandoned
e ¢§§ slogan and demanded the or%aniaation of other siogans of
e éction Ly the Bolshevik Party. It was only when, as a result o
o ornilov Putsch, the bolshevik influence in the soviets again
arply increased, that Lenin's party again took up the soviet sloga
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olsheviks regarded the gsoviets preponderantly as Organs
géngga:?;egtion insteadgof as organs of gelf-government of the wor-
king 0lass, they made it all too clear that to them the soviets wer:
only a tool by the aid of which their party could take over the
-r, This has been dembnstrated in general practice, not only by
their organization of the soviet state after the conquest of power,

but also in the special caseé of the bloody repression of the Kron-
stadt rebellion. The peasant-capitalist demands of this insurrectio:
were granted by the NEP; its proletarian—democratio demands, however

were drowned in working-olass blood.

the content of the Russian soviets led, as
early as 1920, to the formation of a genuine, though on the whole
still weak, communist current in the Party. The workers"opp051tlon
Utyanikov) represented the idea of carrying through soviet damoc-
Tacy for the working-class. Like all other seriogs oppositions of
this nature, later on, it was eradicated by imprisonment, exile and
military execution, but its platform remains as the historical
starting point for an independent, proletarian-communist‘movement
against the Bolshevik regime.

404 The struggle over

41. The attitude of the Bolsheviks towatd the trade union question
ig likewise determined from the point of view of oontrol and leader-
ship of the workers by the Bolshevik party. In Russia, the Bolshew ki

have completely taken away from the trade unions their character of

labor organizations, by governmentalizing and militarizing them by
on them after the oonguest of

the compulsory character imposed up 2
power.  In the other ocountries, the final result of the Bolshevik

policy has been to protect the bureaucratic, reformist trade-union
orgenizations, and instead of the breaking up of such organizations,
the Bolsheviks have sdvoocated the tconquest" of their apparatus.They
were bitter opposents of the idea of revolutionary, industrial organ-
izations because these latter embodied democratic democracy. The Bol-
sheviks fought for the conquest or renovation of organizations con~
trolled by the centralistic bureauoracy, Which they thought to rule
from their own command posts.

43. As a leader-movement of jacobinical dictatorship, Bolsheviam
in all its phases hae consistently combatted the idea of self-deter-
mination of the working class and demanded the subordination of the
proletariat to the bureaucratized orgenization. In the disoussion
which took place, prior to the war, on the question of organization
within the Second International, Lenin was a violent and vindicative
opponent of Rosa Luxemburg and supported himself outspokenly on the
centrist Kautsky, who during and after the war clearly revealed his
policy of class betrayal, Bolshevism had even then, as constantly
gince, proved that it not only has no understanding of the question
of developing the consciousness and the class organizations of the
proletariat, but that it also combats with all means all theoretical
and practical attempts to defelop actual class organizations and
glasw poliplea.

_VII. ~ The Bolshevik Revolution,

43, Boleheviem has called the revolution of February the bourgeois
revolution, and that of October the proletarian revolution in order
to be able to pass off its later regime as proletarian class rule and
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jts economic policies as socialism. The absurdity of this division
of the revolution of 1917 beoomes clear merely from consideration of
the fact that in that case 2a developmert of seven months would have
gufficed to create the economic and social presuppositions for a

roletarian revolution in a country which hed just entered the pro-
cess of its bourgeois revolution, i,e, simply to leap an eoonomic
and social phase of development that would at least require decades.
In reality, the revolution of 1917 ié a quite uuitary social prooess
of transformation, beginning with the collapse of Czarism and at-
taining its climax with the viotorious armed insurrection of the
Bolsheviks on November 7th. This violent process of transformation
ig that of Russia's beurgeois revolution under the historiocally
ocreated, peduliar Russian oonditions.

44, In this process, the party of the revolutionary, jacobinical
intelligenteia seized power on the two gocial waves of peasant and
proletarian mass insurrection and created in the place' of the shat-
tered governing triangle, Czarism, nobility, bourgeoisie, the new
governing triangle, bolshevism, peasantry, working class. Just as
the state appartus of Ozarism ruled independently over the two poss-
essing classes, so the new Bolshevik state apparatus began to make
itself independent of its double class basis. Russia stepped out of
t?e oonditions of czarist absolutism into those of Bolshevik absolu-
tism.

45, - Bolshevik poliocy attains, durigg the revolutionary period, its
highest point in the way of embracing and mastering the class forces
of the revolution., The acme of their revolutionary tgotio is reached
in the preparation and carrying qut of the grmed insurrection. The
question of the violent uprising beocame for the Bolgheviks a ques-
tipn of an exact, thoroughly soheduled and planned military action,
the head of which as well as its driving and controlling force was
the Bolghevik Party with its military formations. Conception, prepar-
ation-apd-exeoution of the armed insurrotiaon by the Bolsheviks beay
the obvious stamp of the jacobinical conspiraoy, (in the Russian
Revolution again the only possible policy that 1s, of insurrection
under the peculiar conditions of oarrying through the bourgeois rey-
olution against the boyrgeoisie.

46, The innér character of the Bolshevik revolution as a bourgeois
revolution reveals iteelf in its economio slogans. To the peasant
?aeses, the Bolsheviks represented the violent expropriation of the
arge estates by the spontaneous aotion of the land-hungry small
giasantr{. They perfectly expressed in their agrarian practice and
thggans Peace and Land) the interests of the peasants fighting for
i :ecurity of small private property, hencé on capitalistio lineq,
B haice noy e T o iavarests aeuinst feudsi
3 s socia e
and capitalist landed propert;?-pIOlet‘r b e gy

47, Nor with re

4 gard to the workers were tvhe eoconomio demands of
:g:egoisheV1k revolution filled with a socialiet:sontent. Lenin on
Oritigi oocasions repelled with distinot sharpness the Menshevik
e ofam Zgat Bolshvism represented a utopian policy of socializa-
4901aredp€h uotion in a country not yet ripe for it. The Bolsheviks
ey at in the revolution it was not at all‘'a question of scc-

zation of produotion, but of oontrol of production by the workor-
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The slogan of oontrol of production served the attempt to maintain
cepitalism as a foroe for technical and economic organization o: pre
duotion, but depriving it of its character of expldiyation. The pou:
geois character of the Bolshevik revolution and the Bolshevik self-
restriction to this bourgeois economip character, as opposed to the
cansolidation of the results of the overthrow of 1917, ocould not be
shown more olearly than in this slogan of control of production,

48, The elemental foroce of the workers' attaok, on the ons hand,
and the sabotage of the dethroned employers on the other, meanwhile
drove the Bolshevik industrial policy further into taking over the
industrial enterprises by the new governmental bureauoracy.The statc
economy which at first, throughout the period of war communism, al-
most choked from overorganization (Glavkism), Wwas denoted By Lenin
as égeig_ggnggggzgg‘ The designation of the Bolshevik state egonomy
as B0cialist 38 & product of the Staliniat era.

49, Lenin himself had, however, no other fundamental conception
of socialization of production than that of a bureaucratically con-
ducted state economy. To him the German war economy and the postal
gervice were illustratione of soocialist organization, i.e, economio
wrganization of an outright bureaucratic charaoter, centralistically
controlled from above, He saw only fhe technical, not the proletas-
ian, sopial side of the socialization problem. Lenin likewise based
himself, and with him Bolshevism in general, on the conocepts of so=
cialization propounded by the centrist Hilferding, who in his "Fin-
ance Capital" had sketched ah, idealized pioture of a completely or-
ganized capitalism. The actual problem ia socializing production,
i.e. the~iaking over of the enterprises and the organization of
economy ‘through the working olass and its olass organizations, the
shop councils; Bolshevism has completely pessed it by. It had to be
paseed by becsuse the Marxist idea of the association of free and
equal producers is directly opposed to the eseence of the rule of a
jacobinical organization, and becsuse Russia did not poseess the so-
cial and eaonomic conditions necessary for socialipm. The socializa-«
tion concept. of .the Bolsheviks is therefore nothing but a capitalist
economy taken over by the State and directed from the outside and
from above by its bureaucraoy. The Bolshevik sooialism is state-or-
ganized capitalism.

VIII. - Bo nternatio igm and the Natio : $10

50, During the World War, the Bolshevike represented & consistent-
ly international standpoint under. the slogan "Convert the lmperialis
war into oivil war" and had apparently conduoted themselves as.cop-
sistent Marxists., But their revolutionary internationslism was as
much determined by $heir tactio in the struggle for the Russian Revo-
lution as was later their swing to the NEP. The appeal to the inte -
?ational proletariat was only one side of a large-laid polioy for
tﬁternational support of the Russian revolution, The other side war
he policy and propaganda of "national self-determination” in: which
the class o&tlook was even more definitely sacrificed than in the
concept of "people's revolution", in favor of an appeal to all
classes of certain peoples. ‘

51. This double-fgoed "two-class internationalism" of the Bols’
viks corresponded to the international situation of Russia and of
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revolution. Russla stands between the two centers of the imperialist
world system, geographically and sooiologically. In Russia, where
the active imperialist and ‘the passive colonial tendencies met, the
gystem collapsed. The reagtionary classes of Russia were incompetent
to put it together again, as their deocisive defeat in the Kornilovw
pPutsch and later in the oivil war has proved. The only real danger
threatening the Russian revolution was:that of imperialist interven~-
tion. Only military invasiog on the part of imperialist oapital
oould strike down Bolsheviem and reetore Czarism -~ the 0ld regime
whioh had been built into the world 'system of imperialist oltp~
tion both as an instrument and as matérial at the same time,The prob-
lem of aotive defense of Bolsheviem against world .imperialism oon-
sisted, therefore, in oounter-attacking in the imperialist centersg
of powdr. This was brought about through the two-Bided international
policy of Bolshevism.

53¢ With the standpoint of the international proletarian revolu-
tion, Bolsheviem propagated am internal attack by the internatio
proletariat on the center of world 1mgerialian in the highly develop-
ed oepitalist countries. With the policy of "the right to natio
self-determination" Bolshevism propagated an attaock by the oppressed
peasant peoples of the Far East on the colonial oenter of worid ip-
perialism. In a double-phased international policy adjusted t0 tre-
mendous perspectives, Bolshevism attempted to lengthen the proletgr-
jan and peasant arms of its revolution into the international
stretohes of world capitalism.

534 The position of Bolshevism on the "national question" is prac-
tical, hence not merely an expedient of the bourgeois revolution ¢f
ite own country, - a revolution which wished to strike Czariem with
the aid of the national instinots of the oppressed peasant elements,
and nationalities of the Russian Empire. It 1s, at the same time, the
peasent internationalism of a bourgeois revolution whioch was aocg
plished in the age of world imperialism and which oould hold out in
the meshes of the imperislist net only with the aid of an interna-
tionally orientad and sotivated counter-polioy.

54, As instruments of Bolshevist leadership for this policy of
international support for the bourgeois revolution accomplished on
Russian soil, Bolsheviem attempted to oreate two international or-
genizations: the Third International to mobilize the workers of the
highly developed capitalist countries, and the Peasant Internatiogal
as an organization for Bolshevik mobilization of the oriental peas-
snt peoples. As the final guiding thought of this international
1ouble—ola.sa polioy there appear the idea of the world revolutian,
n which the international {Euro ean-American) g:olotgrian revolutien
:?d the national (mainly Oriental) gennunt revolution were to be
“nzeted into a new international unity ‘of bolshevik world polio
n er the striot leadership of Mosoow. Thus the ooncept of 'wor{df
tgvolution" has for the Bolsheviks an'altogether different class con-
nt. It no.longer has anything in'ocofmon with the international |
Proletarian revolution.

55, The international
policy of Bolshevism was thus direoted ¢
i:peating the Russian Revolution on a world scale by siunltdneouno
anéliagtion of .the prolmtarian and the peasant-bourgeois revodut
thereby making the leadership of the Bolshevik party of Russia

R 17




Dec,19%4 - Council Correspondénoé.

__.__..._..____..—————-..-—..—-.-——--.-——

the commender of a world bolshevik system of coupling together the
communist-proletarian and peasant-capitalist interests. This policy
was insofar positive as it has protected the Bolshevig State from iw-
perialist invasiocn by continually disquieting the capitalist States,
and tnereby has given 1t time TO puild itself gradually into the
world impericlist syetem again by the capitalist methods of commer-
ecial relations, suonomio agreements and non—agress;on paotg. ;t has
given Russia the onportanity for an unhindered national building up
and extension oi its own internal positioh. The two-front policy of
Bolghevisa Was negative in that on boih sides the attempt to carry
over the active bulshevik policies onto a world scale has collapsed.
The experiment ol the Peasant International has cowpletely broken
down with the defeat of bolshevik polioy in China. The Third Inter-
national, aftsr the pitiful ccllanse of the Communist Party of Ger-
many, ie no longer a factor in bolshevik world policy. The gigantic
attempt to transplaat the bolshevik policy of Russia into world Te-
lations is historically a failure, and proves the n@thggl,_RussL%a
limitations of Dolshevism, At any rate, the bolshevik experiment in
international Mechtpolifik has afforded time and space for the re-
treat of Bclshevism onio its national (Russian) position and for the
conversion to capitalist-imperialist methods of international policy.
Theoretically, this retreat found its expression in the formu}a "s0-.
cislism in one couniry', thereby removing the international ties
from tbe concept of "socialism" after the Russian economic practice
had already robbed it of its proletarian class oontent and turned it
into a disguise of state-capitalist tendencies found as well in re-
formism and in petty-bourgeois fasoism.

56. Actually, it is unessential, now that we have the results of
15 years of the bolshgvist State and of -the bolshevist international,
whether Lenin at or before the founding of the Comintern had or Had
not e different ides about the effect of this bolshevist internation-
al. In practics, Bolsheviesm with its concept of the "right to nation-
al self-determination" has developed the tendencies to a world-bol-
shevik Machtpolitik. It has also, through the Comintern, decisively
sontrituted to the result that the European proletariat was unable to
rige to the height of revolutionary communist insight and instead re-
mained stuck in the mud of reformist concepts revived by Bolshevism
and decorated with revolutionary phrases. Thus it has come sbout thes
the concept of the "Russian Fatherland" has become the cornerstone of
the whole policy of the bolshevik parties, whereas for proletarian
communism the international working olass stands at the center of all
international orientation.

IX. — State Bolshevism and the Comintern,

57, The establishment of the Soviet State was the establishment of
the rule of thc pasty of bolshevik Machiavellism. The sociological
basis of this state power, made independent of its supporting classes
and creating the new suclal slament of the bolshevist bureaucracy,was
composcd of the Bussian proletariat and peasantry. The proletariat,
enchained with the metihods c¢i compulsory membership in the trade
unions and the terrorism of .the Teheka, formed the basis of the bol-
shevistic, buisacorsiicaliy coudioted state economy. The peasantry
concenled end 8%ili conceels ia its ranke the private capitalist ten-
denociee of tha* economy, The Soviet State in its inner policy was
continually being tossed back and forth between the two tendencies.
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I+ has attempted to master them through violent organizational meth-
ode such as the five-year plan polloy and compulsory oollectivization
In practice, however, it has only increased the eoonomio diffioulties
to the danger point of an explosion of the eoonomio contradioctions-by.
the intolerable overtensioning of the foroces of the workers and peas-~
ants. The experiment in bureauoratically planned state economy can by
no means be denoted as a complete success. The great international
cataclysme threatening Russia are bound to increase the contradic-
tions of its eoonomic system till they beoome intolerable and may
enormously hasten the collapse of the hitherto gigantio economic €x-
periment,

58, The inner oharacter of Russian economy is determined by the
following circumstances: it rests on the foundation of commodity
production; it is oconduoted acoording to the viewpoints of ocapital-
ist profitability; it reveals a decidedly capitalist system of wages
and epeed-up; it has carried the refinements of capitalist rational-
ization to the utmost limits. Bolshevist economy is state produetion
with capitalistio methods.

59. This state form of production also produces surplus value,

“which is squeezed out of the workers in fullest measure. The Russian

State doee not, to be sure, reveal any ¢lass of people who individu-
ally and direotly are the beneficiaries of the surplus-value produg-
tion, but it pockets this surplus value through the bureaucratioc,
parasitioal apparatus as a whole,; In addition to.its own quite costly
meintenance, the surplus value produced serves gor the expansioén of
production, the support of the peasaint claes and as a means of settle-
ment for the foreign obligations of the State. So that, in addition

to the economically parasitical element of the ruling bureaucraey,
the Russian peasants, as a distindt part of ‘international ocapital,are
the beneficiaries of the surplus velue produced by the Russian wor-
kers, The Russian state.economy is therefore profit production and
exploitation. econopy. It is state capitalism.under the histqoriocally
unique conditions of the bolshevik regime, and accordingly represepts
a different and more advanced type of capitalist production than even
the greatest and most advanced countries have to show.

60, The foreign polioy of the Soviet Unign has been subordinaten
to the point of view of securing the position of the Bolshevist Party
and of the state apparatus which it controls. Economically, the Rup-
sian government fought for support of ite industrial contruction,
which was pushed forward with the greatest exertions. The isolatiop
of Soviet Russia's econopy led to a strenuous policy of doing away
with the compulsory autarchy while maintaining ocontrol -of the foreign
trade monopoly. Commeroial treaties, ooncessionnaire agreements, as
well as exteneive credit arrangements, reestablished the bond of Rus-
iian state economy with capitalist world production and its marketg,
nto whioch Russia entered partly as a oourted customer and partly '
: keen gompetitor. On the other hand, the policy of economic attach-
rgft to world capital compelled the soviet government to cultivate
ot gndly and peaceful relationa with the oapitalist powers. The prin-
- ples of a bolshevist world policy, where they were still propagated,
e::g opportunistically sgubordinated to the bare commercial treaty.The
s re foreign polivy of the Russian government took on the stamp of
- typioally capitalist diplomaoy and thus, in the international

:gggfe. definitely tore bolshevist theory loose from bolshevist pmc -
- YV
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61, In the center of the foreign propaganda of the Comintern,Bol-
shevism placed the thesis of "imperialist encircling of the Soviet
Union!" though such a phrase did not harmonize in the least with the
complicated lines of imperialistic conflicts of interests and their
continually changing groupings. It attempted to mobilize the inter-
national proletariat for its foreign policy and, through a partly
parliamentary partly putschist policy on the part of the communist
parties, to create unrest in the capitalist states from within and
thereby sttengthen the diplomatic and economic position of the Sov-

iet Union.

83. The oppositions between the Boviet Union and the imperialist
powers led to the ideological counter-propaganda of, the Comintern
under the slogans: "Menace of War against the U.S.8.R.", "Proteot
the Soviet Union". In that the workers were presented with these op-
pasitions as the only and determining ones in world policy, they
were prevented from gaining an insight into the actual realities of
international politics, The adherents of the communist parties be-
came, before everything else, blind and opportunistic defenders of
the Soviet Union and were kept in ignorance of the fact that the So-
viet Union had long ago become a full-fledged factor in imperialist

world politics.

83, The continual cry of alarm about an imminent war by the com-
bined imperialist powers against the U.S.S.R. served in domestic
politics for justifying the intensified militarization of labor and
the increased pressure on the Russian proletariat. At the same time,
however, the 8oviet Union had and has the greatest interest in the
unconditional avoidance of any military conflict with other Btates.
The existence of the bolshevik government depénds internally in large
measure on the avoidance of all convulsions in the sphere of foreign
politics, both military as well as revolutionary, Therefors the Com-
intern has in practice, in orying contradiotion to i¥d old theory and
propaganda, carried on a pplicy of sabotage of all real revolutionary
proletarian development and in the communist parties somewhat openly
spread the conception that the upbuilding of the Soviet Union must
first be secured before the proletarian revolution in Europe can be
pressed further, On the other hand, the Russian government has, %o be
sure, employed strong gestures against imperialist powers for the
sake of prestige, but in practice always oapitulated to them. The
"ggle" of the Manchurian railway is an example of the unresisting
capitulation of the U.8.8.,R. to the imperialist opponent.The over-
hasty reoognition of the Soviet Union by the United States at the
same point of time is, conversely, a proof that the imperialist pow-
ers, within the bounds of their policy of opposing interesta, also
know how to give a positive value to the factor represented by the
Soviet Union. But especially has the Soviet Union documented 1ts bond
with capitalism by arranging and extending particularly close econom-
ic relations with Italian fasoism and Hitler Germany. The Soviet
Union appears as a reliable economioc, and hence also political, sup-
port of the most reaotionary fascist dictatorships in Europe.

64e The policy of unconditional understanding of the U.S8.8.R. with
capitalist and imperialist States has not only economic grounds. Nor
is it merely an expression of military inferiority. The Soviet Union's
"peace policy" is, rather, quite decisively guaranteed by the inner
gltuation of Bolshevism. Its existence as an independent state power
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jepends on its success in maintaining an_equilibrium between the dom-
inated working class and the peasantry. In spite of the progress
gade in industrializing the country, the position of the Russian
peasantry is still extremely strong. First, in its hands still rests
in large measure, in spite of all repressive policies from above,the
deoision about the feeding of the country. Secondly, collectiviza-
tion has strengthened not only the economic, but also the politiocal
power of the peasantry which as before is still fighting for private
capitalist interests. (For "colleotivization" in Russia means a oolw
lective union of privately owning peasants with the maintenance of
capitalistio methodse of acoounting and distribution.) In the thi
place, finally, a war and the mass arming of the peasantry would form
the conditions for a renewed and violent peasant revolt against the
bolshevist system; just as, on the other hand, a revolution by the
furopean proletariat would also make probable an open rebellion by
the Russian workers, On these grounds, the policy of understandi
between the Soviet government and the imperialist powers is a 1if
necessity of bolshevist absolutism.

65, The Comintern itself has become & tool for the misuse of the
Lgternational working class for the opportunist aime of nationdl
glorification and the international security policy of the Russiag
tate. It arose, in its extra-Russian parts, from combining the rge~
olutionary cadres of the European proletariat. By utilising the .ame=
thority of the bolshevik revolution, the organisational prinoiple
and tactic of Bolshevism was forced upon the Oomintern with the ute
post brutality and without regard for immediate splits. The sxecu~
tive committee (E.C.C.I.) - another tool of the leadership of Rus=
aia's governmental bureaucracy - was made the absolute commander of
31l communist parties and their polioy was completely cut loose from
the actual revolutionary interests of the international workingclass.
Revolutionary phrases and resolutions served as a oloak for the
gounter-revolutionary policy of the Oomintern and its parties,which
in their bolshevik manner beoame as adept in working olsss betrayal
and unrestrained demagogy as the social-demooratic parties had been.
Just as reformism went down, in the historical sense, on the fusion
g: :;: :gg::::ga wizgroqpit:%ism, so the Oo:i:toin suffered shipwreck
on s apparatus, w e
0f the Soviet Unian. i T PIRAPR RN SS BOINEY.

X, - Bolsheviem he 0 Woz, 8

86, Bolshevism, in prinei
ple, taotic and organization, is a move-
:::t and method of the bourgeois revolution 1n8a preponderantly pegs-
ey country. It brought the socialistically oriented proletariat and
unz capitalistically oriented peasantry to a revolutionary uprising,
2 :r the diotatorial leadership of the jacobinical intelligentsia,
gainst the absolutist State, feudalism and the bourgeoisie, for the
E:ig:se of smashing feudal-capitalistic absolutism, and, in a greag
po.edegy ofﬁfurning everything %o advantage, joined together the op-
Bighe §r°1°:9ria? and peasent olass-interests with the aid of in-
, nto the oleas cheragter of the laws of sooial development.,

87. Bolenevisw is the
e lgw is refore not only unserviceable as a direotiw
i:rozged;a1:iu§;;?§§gtpoléoy o: ghe international proletariat, but $
£ 1 and most dangerous impediments. e struggle
8gainst the bolshevik ideology, against the bolshevik practioes n:d
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hence ageinst all groups seeking t0 anchor them anew in the proletar-
iat is one of the first tasks in the struggle for the revolutionary
reorientation of the working olass, Proletarian policy can be devel-
oped only from the proletarian olass ground and with the methods and
organizational forms adapted thereto.
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WHAT'S BEHIND THE "NEW DEAL"?

The New Deal is no harbinger of a "new social order", nor is its
apostle, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, self-proclaimed Messiah for the
"forgotten man", the really unselfish and publie-spirited individual
he is portrayed.

Roosevelt's election was engineered, just like all other previous
elections, by a group of individuals whose economic interests re-
qui red urgent governmental aid.

The fall of 1932 saw the complete collapse of American industry and
a rising tide of egrarian discontent. The current occupant of the
White House, Herbert Hoover, placed there by the Morgan and Mellon
financial interests, appeared totally oblivious to the desperate
straits of these two groups. It was only natural that these groups
should gtrive for that political power in the coming election which
would enabie them to pass beneficial legislation for themselves.

Why was Roosevelt selected to "lead"™ the country out of economic
chaos? Not only because he had caught the nation's attention as a
much advertised "liberal" politician, but even more so because his
own economic interests were identical with those of the group push-
ing his candidacy.

James Reosevelt, father of Franklin D., one-time vice-president of
the Delaware & Hudson R.R., accumulated such a tremendous fortune in
railroad organization, both down South following the Civil War, and
in the East, that he was considered one of the five richest men in
New York City. Although young Franklin D., had expressed a desire to
enter the Navy, the elder Roosevelt persuaded him to study law in-
:;ead and thus better equip himself for the ultimate management of

e emtensive Roosevelt holdiggs: Following graduation from Harvard
&ng Colnmbia Law School, Roosevelt entered the offices of the best
:; :blﬁihad firm of menagement lawyers in New York City. While in
th: fbcnploy. he directed the affairs of the huge Astor estate, and
As :‘ Y. established a very close friendship with William Vincent
kornr. one of the country's most influential industrialists and ban-
fbr'ihxg & spirit of fun, Roosevelt then entered politics. Running
5y & : 8tate Senate on the Democratic ticket, he surprised everyone
oca :P Uring the office. No sooner was he seated, than Roosevelt, the
an'g ratively unknown, drew national attention to himself by leading
day‘Ppgaxtion to the Tammany nomination for U.S.senator (in those
P, 4 911, they were elected by the state legislature). Thus he
 pa through this one act that unfounded reputation for unselfish
ook on to the people's interests that has endured to this day.Next

?S8Velt boosted Woodrow Wilson for the Democratic presidential

R
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mination in 1912, stumping for him afterwards during the successful
election campaign. As a reward, Wilson appointed him Assistant Secre-
tary of:the Navy. Roosevelt spent seven years in this position.Sever-
al months ago, the Administratjon publicity agencies made much of the
gtate department's order removing the U.S.Marines who had been sta~
tioned in San Domingo (Haiti). They discreetly neglected to mention
that it was this seme Franklin D. Roosevelt who sent them there in
1913 in his first official act as Assistant Secretary ostepsibly to
rotect American lives, actually to proteet American investments,
Astor interests among others! During the summer and fall of 1915, our
peaceoloving Asst. Secretary of the Navy began preparing the Navy
for eventual participation in the World War, two years before our ac-
tual entry! In addition, he developed a gift for oratory anQ began to
advocate publicly for a much larger Navy. This missionary work was
largely instrumental in causing President Wilson to sponsor the lar-
gest Navy appropriation bill up to that time. Passed in 1916, 1t
provided an appropriation of $320, 000,000 for naval expansion.

After America .was propagandized into the war, thanks to paid Allied
propaganda plus the help tendered by American financial interests,

(J .B:Morgan & Co.) and young jingoists of the Roosevelt type, our
héro proved himself quite capable. Roosevelt invented the "Macy Board"
the first governmental war labor board, which coordinated wagep in
every part of the country. The National War Labor Board developed
from.this. This latter Board showed its regard for Labor by forbid-
ding all strikes for the termination of the war. Roosevelt algb ser-
ved as representative of the Navy on the War Labor Policies Board,
charged with working out labor policies. In his gépaqitg as Navy la-
bor expert, Roosevelt helped "arbitrate" labor disputes pertaining to
the Navy construction yards. This work brought him into contaci with
various American Federation of Labor officials, who all displayed
8reat patrictism and extreme reasonableness in their dealings.

The greatest of these. patriots and the most reasonable in his demands
Wwas the vice-president of the International Association of Machinists.
Roosevelt never forgot the favors he received from this official, and
S0 when the C.C.C. was instituted last year, at its head was placed,
this sterling patriot, Robert Fechner.

After helping to win the war to "make the World Safe for Demogracy",
n%°5ev?lt returned.-to civilian life, resuming his law practice. At
:ofred E. Smith's behest, he reentered politics, gaining the gover-
t rship of New York in 1928, and again in '30.. During this period,
p°§£quernor discavered he possessed a remarkable radio voice,, for a
In.ti:gian. From such humble beginnings sprang that great American
Bou sution: Intimate Fireside Chats With The President (through the
Urtesy of bath broadcasting systems).

_?18 administration as governor, in spite of press-agency tc¢ the don-

Tary, shows no benefits for labor. The le
0 Der . . gislation to which Roose-
;:i:époints with greatest pride as a boon to labor, The New York:
b 0ld Age Pension Act, doesn't benefit labor at all. Not only
n:gplicants b¢ 70 years or over, (surely no help to most workers
but 11 e€r reach 60, let alons 70 because of modern working conditions
'@ proceedure is so loaded with red-tape that really needy indi-

vid 3 b
. Uals without money for legal aid can hardly hope to sacure its

4gre benefita.
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Roosevelt is not the only member of his family with extensive rail-
road holdings. His first coumin on his mother's side, Lyman Delano,
is today Chairman of the board of directors of the Atlantic Coast
Line R.R.Co., the Louisville & Nashville, and has an interest in many
others. Other relatives are J.J.Pelley, recently resigned president
of the New York, New Haven & Hartford R.R., and a shareholder in
otners; and Mr. Curry of the Union Pacific. Roosevelt's three most
intimate friends are likewise industrialists with huge railroed hold-
ings. The aforementioned Vincent Astor, besides extensive interests
in industry and ocean transportation, is a director of the Great Nor-
thern Ry.Co., and the Illinois Central. Wm.A.Harriman, heir of the
0ld railroad king, is a director of both the Illinois Central and the
Union Pacific. Wm.K.Vanderbilt holds directorates in the New York
Central, the Michigan Central, and other railroads. Besides these
relatives and close friends, all who supported Roosevelt's presiden-
tial campaignh with substantial financial contributions, almost every
other railroad mogul in the country likewise backed him: Robert
Goelet, Arthur C. James, Edward S. Harkness, C.S.McCain, David Bruce,
Howard Bruce, Wm.T.Kemper, and F.H.Rawson. The railroad group behind
Roosevelt numbered almost everyone but, significantly enough, che re-
presentatives of the roads controlled by the J.P.Morgan financail in-
terests.

’
The railroads had indeed taken the worst beating of any capitalist
group during the period of the crisis, and certainly needed help.For
example, ‘in 1932, 150 selected railroads showed a deficit of
$150, 634, 00 compared to earnings of $896,807,000 tn 1929. The rail-
;?ad qutpment industry led by Wm.Woodin also marshalled behind
oosevelt.

Another section of industry that rallied behind Franklin D., was the
mining, pamticularly the precious metals - gold and silver - group.
Most prominent here were the Guggenheim and Bernard M.Baruch inter-
ests, exerting a virtual monopoly on silver through control of the
American Smelting & Refining Co., which either extracts or refines
for others almost one-half of the world silver produced yearly. In-
¢luded with these is also Wm.R.Hearst, newspaper publisher,large
Mexican silver mine owner and shareholder in the Homestake Gold Min-
ing Co.This group in advocating gold devaluation and greater use of
silver for monetary purposes enlisted the large farmers' vote who de-

manded that farm product.prices be raised through monetary legislation.

A political party that promised to raise farmer purchasing power,
(faellen in 1932 to almost one-half that of 1929) was bound to gain the
Ssupport of industrial interests dependent on the farmer; amd so we
find thé McCormicks, owning the monopolistic International Harvester

Co., and other farm implement and fertilizer manufacturers joining the
Roosevelt band-wagon.

Minor industrial interests included the liquor concerns who wanted re=-
peal of the Prohibition Amendment, and construction indust moguls
such as C.R.Crane of Crane Co.; Jesse H. Jones (R.F.C. head) and J.T.
Jones of the Jones Lumber Co., stc.

Behind both political parties was also a grim struggle between two
ractiopa for coatrol of the giant Chase National Bank. Backing the
Republican Hoover were his 1928 mentors, the House of Morgan. Opposing
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J.P.Morgan was this other group of stockholders headed by John Rockt
feller, Jr., and igeluding Vincent Astor, the Vanderbilts and Gugger
peims . The fight centered about the policy of J.P.Morgan, who con-
trolled the bank, in forcing the -Chase National to engage in practic
o8 outside its own legitimate field, such as lending money.for specr
jative purposes, the floating of new stock and bond issues, and buy-
jng end selling on the stock market. Rockefeller, Jr., and his allic
who are primarily industrialists, violently disapproved of this pol-
joy blaming it in great part for the stock market crash of '29.They
not only wanted to gain control of the bank and return it to its no:
mal commercial banking practice, which is to provide funds to indus-
try and business for meeting current expenses, on good security, but
they wanted control of the federal government in order to enact fed-
eral legislation against the Morgan policy which had become wide--
spread under the influence and example of the Chase Natinnal. The
Lehman Bros. (among which is Gov. H.H.Lehman of N.Y.) the country's
second largest -firm of investment bankers, and other investment
houses such as Halsey Stuart, supported this attempt to legalize
ageinst their competitors.

Roosevelt was no sooner inaugurated than he commenced to remember tho
"forgotten men". First on the list, of course, were the Rockefellers,
So on March 15, 1933, J.P.Morgan was summoned before the Senate Bank-
ing Investigation. His revelations and those of Albert H. Wiggin, the
nominal head:of the Chase National appointed by Morgan, were so’dam-
aging that Wiggin was forced to resign and the Rockefellers gained
the balance. of voting power, enabling them to elect their own map
Winthrop W. Aldrich to the Chaimmanship of the Board of the Chase
National Bank.’ When Aldrich appeared before the Banking Investiga-
tion, he announced that the Chgse National would divorce its Chase
Securities Corp. He argued for a complete divorce of the securities
business and commercial deposit banking. This suggestion was em-
bodied in the Glass-Steagell Banking Act (June 16, 1933) ordering all
Commercial banks to be separated from their securities business with-
in twelve months. Restrictions were also placed against loans for
Speculative purposes. ’

l_he..Qevaluation of the gold dollar, followed later by the nationali-

2ation of silver, enriched immediately the gold and silver producers.

This monetary policy plus crop curtailment as practiced by the A.A.A.
88 increased farm prices to some .degree. The Administration, however,

g;erlooked the obvious fact that higher food prices raise the cost of
hVing_for the worker, which is directly opposed to the interests of
€ industrialist who desires low production costs.

The N.R.A. whose first form was suggested by Bernard M. Baruch as the

Teésult of his war-time experience-as Chairman of the War Industries

Eg‘;d. was.administered by Hugh Johnson (a former employe and dis-
toﬁaﬁd°"53fq°h’a) in such fashion as to allow the natural tendency

menopoly .inherent in capitalism to develop unrestrictedly.
odes were drawn by the largest industrialists in each industryyand

n
aturally they were drawn in their own .interests. Minimum wages and

a::;eiserved to eliminate the small'competitors who were only able to
B . A the race by paying untcliévably low wages and working long

8mal} rGovernmenta; restriction, thasrefors, helped to liguidate thesc

Iy and fostered monopcly. Since anti-trust restrictions have

- Deen >
Rohe S8et aside during the course of N.R.A., it is evident that this

Se will be continued.
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In the effort to help those other "forgotten men", the backbone of
his political support, the railroad and addiliated interests (inelu-
ding himself) the President has been forced to adopt a cautious and
slow policy. Because they are subject to federal regulation, the
railroads present a delicate problem. Rates cannot be arbitrarily
raised without consent of the Interstate Commerce Commission. Com-
petition at the hands of the bus, waterway and the aeroplane has
caused a great drop in railroad traffic. For example: volume of
freight traffic today is only 607 that of 1929; passenger traffic
today is only 50# of 1929 and 33% of 1920. A coordinator of railroads
was established after Roosevelt took office. His job has been to de-
velop a plan to reestablish the roads. His plans call for greater
consolidation among the various competing roads which would eliminate
competition between them -- one of the requirements of the I.C.C. In
addition, it has been suggested that the I.C.C. be reorganized with
separate divisions for railroads, motor lines, air lines and other
carriers in a coordinated system of government regulation. If these
plans are carried through, and they should considering Roosevelt's
hold on Congress today, them the railroads will become more of a
monopoly than ever, and rival forms of transportation will suffer.
The government will also be forced to subsidize the railroads in or-
der to modernize them. Private capital could hardly finance the costs
involved today. 4

Having secured most of its real objects, or about to secure them,the
"New Deal" can now afford to drop its mask of "radicalism".Overtures
have been made to big business assuring it that the administration
is inherently devoted to preserving the profit system.Because of La-
bor's growing militancy and its refusal to obey and aeccept docilely
the traditional trade-union leadership of the A.F. of L., in the
face of ever-growing misery, a change in the governmental labor pol-
icy may be expected shortly. In return for some sop, such as unem-
ployment insurange of a kind, labor will be made to give up its
right to strike. Once the strike is outlawed, is made illegal, wage
cuts will become the rule. Of course, Labor will be asked to accept
these cuts only "temporarily until business revives! "

Our only conclusion is that Labor only by completely changing the

social and economic system can really and ‘truly give itself a New

Deal for all time.
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* Each issue of the Council Correspondence contains ¥
# first translations into English of some important are#
#* ticle or pamphlet by Marxian theoreticians. This mat-#
* erial is not obtainable anywhere else. Every Marxist #
* needs the Council Correspondence. You can assure #
* yourself a copy of each issue by sending in your sub-#
* scription for 1935 NOW. Send $1 and your name and ad-#
% dress to: United Workers' Party

¥* 1604 N. California Ave.,

* Chicago, Ill.
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLASSES CONDUCTED BY U. W. P.

~ NEW YORK CITY: Monday evenings - 8 P.il.
2 I.W.W. Hall - 94 Fifth Ave.
Subjects:~ Dialectic Materialism
Capitalist Crisis and Collapse
Production & Distribution in Communism.

CHICAGO Monday evenings - 8:30 P.M.
1604 N. California Ave.
Subject: The history amd development of the
American Labor Movement.

BUFFALO, N.Y. Thursday evenings - 8 P.il.
533 Broadway (corner of Jefferson Ave.) 2nd floor.
Subjects: Introduction to the Economic Laws of
Motion.
Dialectic Materialism.
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! %RI‘HCOMING ARTICLES IN THE COUNCIL CORRESPONDENCE.

‘ In issue of January 1935:
"The Labor Movement and the Workers in Motien" - by Karl Korsch
"Is the A. F. of L. a Labor Organization?"

The Present Stand of the European Council Movement.
Article on the Organization Question - by Rosa Luxemburg.

» The Labor Movement in England.

- Some new translations from Karl Liebtnecht.
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- To those who have written in asking for additional copies of the

~ first issue of Council Correspondence,we are sorry to say that this

~ issue is entirely sold out. We hope to get out the feature article,

- "What is Communism" in pamphlet form sometime in the near future,

~ 8nd when we do we will notify the workers who have smnt in these re-
- Quests. We still have a few copies of the November issue.

uf.**************************%*******

IN GERMAN: -- BESTELLT - LEST.

"Ratekorrespondenz" (Theoretisches = und Diskussions-
\ organ fur die Ratebewegung) Herausgegeben von der
& Gruppe Internationaler Kommunisten Holland.

~ Jede Nummer 10 cent. Portofrei. Bestellt bei

United Workers' Party
1604 N. California Ave.,
Chicago, Ill.
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