is in general, he said, merely one of drawing closer to
nthese or those countries which are not interested in
disturbing the peace", With which italian fascism, just
as in the minds of certain german pacifists, marches up
as a defender of the "peace',

The change of front on the part of bolshevist foreign
policy was therefore the oonsequence of the ohange of
front on the part of german foreign policy. The Russians
were zigzagging between the imperialistio Great Powers

in order to put thru their "peace policy"; that is, in
order to bring about and support that coalition of powers
whioh at any given moment may appear the most reliable
for warding off a military attack on the SU and for iso-
lating any aggressive powers—-today, Germany and Japan.
France, on her part, as the main pillar of the bankrupt
Versailles system and, standing next door to Germany,the
most directly menaced by Hitler, became one of the main
champions of understanding with Russia. She was able to
plan her great counter-moves against the new german for-
eign policy, if not without casualties, still on the
whole in accordance with the recipe of a preventive mili-
tary encircling of Hitler Germany (Poland is a big hole
in this ring). In the asutum of 1934, on France's initia-
tive , Russia was invited by 30 states to join the League
of Nations. The invitation was oppcsed by only three of
the small european States, which oould still afford to
preach the rescue of capitalist morality from Bolsheviem:
fascist Portugal, half-fzscist Holland and democratio
Switzerland. Pravda off Sept. 18, 193}, gave as the
grounds for the invitation into the League of Nations,
the fear on the part of the inviting capitalist Powers
that "the anti-soviet plans of the adventurist elements
among the imperialists might be the prelude to a new
world war directed also against a number of imperialist
Powers". Izvestia, however, explained on the previous

day that the capitalist world is divided into two groups:
one which at present wants peace, and another which is
looking for the war adventure. The Powers adhering to
the League of Nations were henceforth, after the with-
drawal of Japan and Germany, regarded as the peace

group (Italy-Abyssinia!). Stalin, on his part,explained
that with the adherence of Russia, the League of Nations
could have a certain braking effect "for postponing or
preventing the occurrence of warlike actions"., Litvinov,
finally, pointed in Geneva to the international coopera-
tion of the SU with the predominant part of the capital-
ist Powers on the economio, artistic, social, scientifio,
and political fields, a co-operation which had now been "
orowned by the common goal of the "organization of peace”.

After the impotence of the League of Nations in all

questions of assuring the peace and preventing any war-

like attacks in all the yeais of its existence had by
A

this time been revealed to even the rosiest of the paci-
fist-optimists, the pacifistic effectualness of the
League was at last discovered by the Bolsheviks,Behind
their peace protestations there certainly stands a know-
ledge about the facts. But they are carrying on in capi-
talist diplomacy, and it demands that offensive as well
as defensive military alliances be clothed with pacifist
phrases.

While the entry into the League of Nations has brought
the Russians a great number of further diplomatic suc-
cesses, among wnich the politico-commercial rapproche-
ment with England is rated as one of the most important,
practically it has above all legitimized the co-operation
between Russia and France. For one thing, Russia was con-
cerned witl the continuation of the security policy on
her western boundary, so. that as early as December 1934
negetiations were started with a view to the eastsrn pacty
which was to be guaranteed primarily by France, These en—
desvors, which for the present have miscarried, owing to
resistance of Germany and Poland, the Russians have mnot
yet given up. The real, essential point of joining the
League of Nations is, however, the alliance with Francs,
which doubtless is based upon a military agreement and
provides for mutual seocurity ageinst a german aggression.

But, true to the very methods of imperialist diplomacy,
Bolshevism from the earliest times of its existence has
had two irons in the fire. For a long while the Cominterm
was this second iron. That, however, is past. Today the
Russians are ooncerned with keeping their hands free for
new readjustments of their foreign policy, for broadening
and altering their alliance front between the imperialist
Powers thémselves, This has been confirmed in the first
place by their east-asiatio policy, insofar as their
dealings there have been with Japan. Since the beginning
of the manchurian advance, they have endeavored to come
to an understanding with Japan (sale of the Eastern Railm
way for a song) and to bring about the conclusion of a
non-aggression pact, But the european polioy of the SU

18 likewise a policy of attempts at rapprochement with
its principal adversaries of the moment., The former co-
operation between Russia and Germany is unforgotten in
Moscew; unforgotten the speculation on the plans of the

bourgeois wing of the Reichswehr generals, which still

ITepresents Schleicher's conception of a co-operation
With Russia (the imperialistic german bourgeoisie has
no desire to conquer a "colonizing land" in the East;it
i8 looking for imperialistio goals). The Bolsheviks are
counting upon a possible break-thru of these forces in
Germany, Molotov declared at the 7th soviet congress in
January 1935 that "we had and have no other desire than
0 continue maintaining good rslations with Germany.
Everyone knows that the Soviet Union is filled with a

- B



profound impulse to develop its relations with all States,

those with fascist government not excluded". The "ultra-
nationalistic race theories" of the National Socialists,
idolotov emphasized, "naturally" form no hindrance to the
development of the russo-german relations, and added:
"Altho we have no very high opinion of these ftheories!,
we do not conceal our respect for the german people as
one of the greatest peoples of the present epoch", The
question is merely as to "what precisely is at the basis
of the foreign policy of présent-day Bermany", namely,
the Question whether Hitler's conception of german for-
eign polioy 8till holds,

The Inner-Political Presuppositions of the
Latest Phase of Russian Foreign Poliocy

The actual line of russian foreign policy at any given
time is thus in large measure determined by the momen-
tary constellation of the imperialist Powers. The measure
in which the Bolsheviks carry on this foreign policy de-
pends, however, on their inner forces. And these in turn
have recently been subject to significant shifts,

The regime of bolshevist absolutism has passed a critical
point, In accord with its origin and its conditions of
8oocial equilibrium, in the first period &f its develop-
ment, it supported itself decisively upon the russian
working class, The proletariat appeared as the political-
1y and economically privileged (even tho very modestly
privileged) class. The absolutistic regime of Bolshevism
supported itself predominantly upon the industrial class
in order to form a counter-weight to the peasantry,which
numerically constituted an unprecedented majority,and in
order to build up the industrial state-capitalism at
forced tempo. The industrializing of Russia, however,
made it possible, in turn, to destroy the private capi-
talism of the peasants and to oollectivize the land. An
agrarian collective capitalism arose which, on the one
hand, was capable of defending its own intereats as a-
gainst the state apparatus as well as against the work-
ing olass, and which, on the other, was able to become
the supporting foundation for the state apparatus itself.

With the successes of the policy of the second five-year
plan, the Bolshevikse have announced the transformation
of Russia from an agrarian into an industrial ocountry.
Between the years 1928 and 1934 the russian proletariat
increased from 17.3 to 28.1 percent of the total popula-
tion. The number of collective peasants mounted from 2.9
to 45.9 percent, while the number of individual peasants
declined from 72.9 to 22.5 percent. The working class,to
be sure, still constitutes a minority of the population.
However, it is not only highly organized industrially;it
also turns out today the predominant part of all soviet
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products. This preponderance, however, compels the ab-
solutistic regime of the Bolsheviks tc draw up the ag-
rarian class as ite main support, to shift the center
of gravity of the state apparatus to the weaker side,so
a8 to maintain the eguilibrium of the two classes and
thereby, for the absolutistic peak of the pyramid, the
possibility of governing.

The russian collegtivized peasantry becomes the privil-
eged class of the Soviet Union. While the industrial ae-
cent of Russia down to the year 192% was accomplished at
the expense of the peasantry, the collectivizing itself
was accomplished at the expense of the proletariat. The
billions invested for the sake of russian agriculture

had to be withdrawn from the industrial seotor of the
russian economy, and are in themselves sufficient to ex-
plain in large part the tense social situation in which
the russian proletariat found itself in spite of all
five-year-plan successes., The doing away with bread cards
and the suoceeding rise in the price of bread was a pres-
ent to the collectivized peasants, to whom in 1932 Stalin
had promised "well being". In the last four years, the
government has expended about five billion rubles for or-
ganizing the machine and tractor stations, a sum whioch
had to be raised by russian industry. The money indebt-
edness of the oollectives to the State down to the year
1933, amounting to a total of 435 millicn rubles, was
Btruck off the books at the end of 1934, the mcney ac-
cordingly presented to the peasants as a gift.

Cstensibly, the collective enterprises, as even the Men-
shevikess Domanevskaya has now discovered, are of socials~:
ist character. Stalin had, however, a§ early as the 17th ™
party congress, declared that the petty-bourgeois eduali-
tarianism of the communes must be giquidated. The agri-
oultural oollectives are guilds, which leave considerable
play to the collective ownership of the peasant. In Feb.
1935, at the congress of the collective peasants, model
8tatutes drafted by Stalin for the colleotive en%erprispd
were adopted, These statutes have deeded the land to the
Collective enterprises for all time, as was declared by
the seoretary of the Mosoow party orgarization (v,
Rundschau, 1935, No. 2&). The nationalized soil has been
%ade the private possession of the peasant collectives,
Every collective peasant feels now," the secretary said
further, "that the general assembly of the members of a
Collective .economy is master over the collective-economy
Property, that no 'plenipotentiary' of any sort can ex-
C6lude him from the collective economy, that he has an
€dual voice in determining the common affairs of the
Gollective economy." The sharpest tones were adopted in
condemning the "absolutely inadmissible blundering in-
trusions into the 1ife of the collectives™ on the part
of "certain party organizations", to whom it was made
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clear that "people who infringe the collective-economy
statutes cannot be tolerated either in the party appara-
tus or that of the soviets", The coliective peasants,un-
restricted masters of their properties, were accordingly
released from the tutelage of the party organs. The
meading role of the proletariat™ over the peasantry was
thereby definitively abolished.

And as it has been economically, so also politically.Hand
in hand with this astounding reform of the collectives
went the abolition of the formal disadvantaging of the
peasantry on the political field. The 7th soviet congress
introduced equal, direct and seoret suffrage and thereby
a sort of "soviet parliamentarism" by means of which the
weight of the peasantry can be thrown into the scale in
all cases of voting. The future soviet congresses will
therefore, just like the congresses of the parliaments
which are subordinated to them, be dominated by peasant
majorities. The peak of the bolshevist state apparatus
thereby frees itself from the pressure of the proletariat,
a pressure which it once needed in its apparatus but which
would now necessarily turn out to be too dangerous for it,
For in spite of all dictatorial seourities, the soviet re-
gime after all exists only on condition of utilizing the
country's mass foroces, io which it has to render account
simultaneously and between which it has to mé&noeuver,

The transition of the bvolshevist system of absolutism on-
to the peasantry as its main support meant, howsvex, the
deprivileging of the party strata of proletarian origin.
It represents, moreover, such a break with the party
tradition that it could not come off without producing
inner convulsions in the party apparatus, regardless of
the fact that this party had already been purged dozens
of times. Stalin was obliged once more to oppose his
party in order to bteak its conservatism. He did this
with the usual bolshevist ruthlessness, in that he in-
troduced, if not the gradual and complete dismantling of
the party apparatus, yet after all the further depolitio-
izing of the party. If the predominance of the proletar-
ian clase in soviet absolutism consisted in the factual
Buperiority of the party apparatus over the state appar-
atus, while Stalin combined and dominated both, the pre-
dominance of the peasantry in the soviet system will
bring it about that the state apparatus takes a position
above the party apparatus.

So far, this fundamental upheaval has brought forth two
measures of the greatest significance. The first was the
liquidation of the union of old Bolsheviks; that is, the
destruction of the center of the "proletarian"-revolu-
tionary tradition of the CPR. (According to bourgeois
press reports, Krupskaya was also taken into custody.)

Y s

The second of these measures was the reorganization (as
it was shamefacedly expressed) of the Young Communist
League. Heretofore, this League was organized according
to the '"production principle®™ like the CP itself and an-
chored in the faoctories, It rated as one of the party's
most spirited weapons in the faoctories and played an im-
portant part there as organizer of the shock brigades,as
gatherer of the state loans, eto. It was a lively politi-
cal instrument of the bolshevist party; perhaps the live-
1iest, for the youth organization was always at the same
time a center of the most various oppositions and an ex-
ponent of "bolshevist self-criticism", of which nothing
more has been heard for some time. As the relatively
weakest link of the party, the Yoeng Communist League

had to knock under first., As early as Feb, 22, 1935,hence
directly following the 7th soviet congress, which eleva-
ted the peasant class to the throne, its "reorganization®
was decided upon. This decision was complied with by the
June plenum of the central committee of the youth organi-
zation. The social-democratic standpoint, that the youth
organization has no political, but only educational funo-
tions, was here converted into fact., The youth organiza-
tions in the faotories are being broken up..The YCL is
being redistributed into seven seotions: working-class
youth, peasant youth, young pioneers, students, school
children, leading YCL organs, juvenile work of the state
and trade organizations., Politically, the YCL is thereby
liquidated, and the field that is left to it is the
youthful idyl: "Like a provident gardener," writes Prav%g
in an editorial around the middle of June, "it is calle
upon to bring up millions of people, to form their view
of the world, to instruct, to nourish and to cherish them."

The Liquidation of the Comintern

With the accomplishment of this inner-political turn—-—
the political NEP-turn of Stalin'!'s—-the last traditional
restrainte have fallen which had previously still exist-
ed with respect to bolshevist foreign policy by reason

of the existence of th4 communist parties in Europe.The
Co-operation of russian state-capitalism with the mono-
polistic and in part openly fascist imperialism is hence-
forth unimpeded by any exterior consideration whatsoever.
3?2 eﬁgagrassing revolutionary phraseology can finally be

oarded,

Hitherto, the "world revolution" was at least on paper
Teécognized as the first and most essential guarantee a-
gainet an intervention on the part of imperialist Powers.
Practioally, the Bolsheviks relied, however, exclusively
on their diplomacy and on that institution which was
Tendered possible with its aid: the highly organized and
technicized Red Army. The late acting president of the
Boviet of people's commissars, Kuibushev, has even
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olothed this undisguisedly in words. In January 1935,at
the third soviet ocongress of lMoscow, he stated: "While
we are fighting for peaoce on the international arena,we
gust nevertheless consider that the best assurance a-
gainst » war, against an intervention, is as before the
inoreasing might of the armed defender of our Fatherland,
the Red Army of Workers and Peasants",

Even before this time, the proletarians who joined the
communist parties in good revolutionary faith and took
upon themselves the martyrdom of the fascist terror no
longer counted among the Bclsheviks, In general, they
were remembered with declarations of sympathy or protest
resolutions. which were not allowed to affect in the
slightest degree the policy of concluding pacts of peace
and friendship between the "Fatherland of all Workers"
and their fasoist oppressors., Occasionally, however, the
hired writers of the Bolsheviks also expressed their sen-
timents more openly. Thus, on the occasion of the conclus-
ion of the new non-aggression paot with Italy, Peri wrote
in the Rundschau (1933, No. 33) with a shameless oynicism
of which the equal would no doubt be hard to discover:"On
the part of our italian brothers in arme who are suffer-
ing in the penitentiaries and on the islands of exile,the
faot that their torturers are compelled to deal with the
representatives of that revolutionary order for whose
triumph the noblest of our comrades have offered up their
freedom will be interpreted as an incentive to resistance
and to struggle." The comunist worker had accordingly
long been abandoned when the Comintern was still conduct-
ing the "anti-fascist" pseudo-struggle against those
Powers which were already tied up in the closest manner
with the Soviet Union.

With the latest franco-russian pact, however, tn whioh

it was no longer a Qquestion of & diplomatic agreeuent,
but of direot military co-operation, the leaders of Bol-
sheviem were obliged to give up even the appearance of a
"revolutionary" equivocalness., Obviously, the French in-
sisted upon guarantees against a disturbance policy on
the part of the CP of Franoe. Stalin gave them. He assur-
ed Laval, on the occasion of his visit to iloscow, that
Franoe is naturally obliged to adopt measures in the in-
terest of her wmlitary defense, Izvestia wrote on May 16:
"The task of the public opinion of both countries is the
support of the polioy of their governments, which is the
policy of peace and of defense,"

The pact with France was followed by that with Czechow
8lovakia, which forthwith adhered to the franco-russian
pact by reason of her menaced position between Hitler
Germany and contested Austria, The Izvestia Rresented
the grounds for this new alliance (wmtil 1934 no diplo-
matic relations had existed between the two countries)
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in the following words: "German fascism, in order to
conceal its policy of conduest, may fashion a theory
according to which the slavic peoples supply the manure
of history. But the Soviet Union, while taking no stock
in any sort of pan-slavic masJuerades, vouches in every
manner that it deems the defense of the slavic peoples,
who are in danger of beifg attacked, as no less well

ounded and worthy of support than is the defense of
France",

Since the remaining apparatus of the Comintern parties
no longer has any life of its own, the readjustment of
their policy to the new situation was not accompanied
by the slightest inner difficulties, The policy of mili-
tary alliances with capitalist States required the
liquidation of the disturbance policy of the Comintern
parties in the countries in Question. Moscow carried out
this liquidation, which presages the early end of the
european CP's in general. The way to this end is two-
fold., In the first place, it was necessary that the
french and czech parties should swing into the line of
national defense, That occurred promptly. Of course,the
french CP was faced with the difficult task of combining
this lins with the traditional anti-militarism of the
french working masses, It spoke cautiously and diplomat-
ically. "The mutual assistance ermbraces the corrsspond-
ing measures for the defense of peace", wrote Magnien on
May 16 in L'Humanite. "In order to preserve the peace, a
Bolshevik should do everything", declared Vaillant-
Couturier, two days later in the same sheet. He ocompared
the pact with the New Economic Policy (NEP). It was a
Question, he said, of gaining time in order to postpone
the war and protect "our socialist Fatherland". No other
reasons, he added, are discoverable in the words of
Stalin. Furthermore, it was protested that the CPF re-
mains the defender of the french soldiers and wants to
Win the army. Practically, however, all that remained to
do was to demand that the fascist and reactionary offi-
Cers be driven out of the army, since one could not after
all confide to them the serious defense of the USSR.

In Czechoslovakia, where nationalism on the one hand and
the social-democratic tameness of the CP on the other
Were considerably greater, the matter was rendered easier,
Sverma, a newly elected parliamentarian of the CPCz, de-
clared on May 24 at a CP meeting in Prague that the ozech
communists, in case the czechoslovakian army would fight
:ﬁnsistently against german imperialism, would support

i8 struggle and come out for the army. He declared him-
8elf in favor of maintainjing the independence of the
Ozech nation, whioh could be assured by an army purged
of fascists,

In order to make this "defence—of-the-fatherland" policy
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effectual in the policy of the allied capitalist nations,
in harmony with the designs of soviet diplomacy, the Com-
intern would once more have to seek out the corresponding

arliamentary field. That meant practically that the Cowm~-
intern parties had to be annexed to the Social Democracy
of the countries ir gquestion. The united front with the
heads ¢T "social fasciem" became all of a sudden the one
and oniy line-true watchword of the various CP'!s.In Franoce
there arose the "front commun", releasing waves of enihu-
g8iasm and fake activity. If the negotiations as a whols
41¢ not prooceed so smoothly as might have been expected,
This was owing to the fact that differences arcse regard-
ing the Guestion of the extension of this front, While
the COP wanted to draw in even the left-bourgeois parties
(if comlition anyhow, then all the way to the democratic
bourgeoisiel), the Social Demcorats opposed to this their
traditional No, and thus acquired among the french work-
ers the reputation of being the most radical,the "leftest"
‘of all the parties. However, Blum, at the congress of his
.party in Muhlhausen (June 1935) could not deny "that the
‘declaratiors of Stalin are in accord with the decisions
adopted regarding the national defense by the french Soo-
ialist Party in Tours three years ago and consequently
gerved the future organizational unity of socialists and
communists., In case of a german invasion, all proletar-
ians would rise against the outer enemy, for the defeat
of France wouwld mean the defeat of Russia". (NZZ of June
13,) It is Quite conceivable that Moscow will even decree
the direct liquidation of its european offshoots, if
things go still farther, If the Bolshevike succeed in
Finning an indirect influence upon the social-democratic
parties, without being responsible for them, that will
be the most favorable to the plans of Moscow in the pres-
ent world situation, (This tendency to combine by moving
3o the side of the Social Democracy is not confined to
¥he iHuscovites, but is rumning thru all the various bol-
8hevist ocurrents, The Trotskiste of Franoce, of Switzer-
land, etc., are already in the Social Democracy, and in
other oountries they are working in a similar direction.
‘The CPO of Schaffhausen (Switzerland) accomplished its
‘union with the SPS at the beginning of July 1935.)

The prooession to the Social Democracy has been followea
By the swiss COP without reserve. After a campaign. in op-
position to the social-democratic and trade-union "crigis
dnitiative", shortly before the vote was taken it issued
& call for support of this initiative, The situation,
naturally, had "fundamentally changed", The SPS had, to
be sure, proposed an extemsive elimination of Parliament
for the carrying thru of the initiative, but' the Federal
Council (Bundesrat) had in mind.still more extensive full
powers for itself, So the CPS preferred, in accordance
with the approved social-democratic recipe of the lesser
evil, the half to the three-—quarter diotatorship. This

o -

-

tunble was followed by the offer of a united front to the
§pPS, which in turn was followed by preparations for the
dissolution of the red-union opposition (RGO) in Basel,
The SPS set five oonditions; among others, the liquida-.
tion of the RGO and other such separate CP organizations,
guspension of all attacks upon the social-democratic pol-
ioy, particularly upon the social-democratic functionar-
jes in the administrative apparatus, and unconditional
assent to the swiss "Plan of Labor", The CPS had as a
matter of course to subscribe to all this. It was even
obliged to swallow the ironic remark of the SPS executive
committee to the effect that at any rate no co-operation
with bourgeois parties was involved, such as had been de-
manded by the french comunists,

Just as down to the year 1932 it was "social fascism",so
at the present time the "united front" has become the

axis of all CP policy. Bela Kun, in a long article in No,
11 of the "Communist International", analyzed the tactic
and the successes of the various CP'!'s on the occasion of
the united-front demonstrations on May 1. As to the ger-
man question, he expatiated as follows: If the majority

of the SPG executive committee in Prague is really trying
to support the imperialist war policy of Hitler Germany,
in order to get back into the game, then there is need

for establishing a much closer contact between the com-
munists and the left members and groups of the SPG, for
the creation of "lively examples of the umited front" and
for strengthening the broad mass pressure upon the SPG ex-
écutive committee. in Prague". These interesting disquisi-
tione demonstrate, first, that the CP must be in very poor
standing with the german workers, for otherwise it would
not turn to the SPG executive committee after it had de-
clared, following Hitler's victory: The SPG remains the

~ principle enemy. They prove, furthermore, that the Comin-

tern is here "fighting" merely for a bit of influence up-
on the remaining props of a social-democratic apparatus
Whioh history has already shown the door, an apparatus
Which at the time the Hun article was written was putting
an end to the struggle of the "Leftists" for their share
of the million marks in the possession of the party's ex-
Soutive committee, in that it threw these latter out of
its enterprise for compensating its own services with
Tespect to the german workers, Besides, at the present
time the german seoret police (Gestapos has gone a long
Way in wiping up the illegal SPG apparatus, made further
Dumerous arrests and thus reaped the harvest which had
been prepared for it by tWo spies in the central committee
of the SP in Germany. At the moment the SPG central com-.
wittee, according to our certain information, no longer
has any connections whatsoever toward Germany, and has
deoided not to attempt making any for some ronths to come.
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_Conclusion

Thus the foreizn policy of the Soviet Union has logical-
1y, growing out of the original situation of the russian
revolution, ended up as a link in the system of imperial-
ist alliance policy., Corresponding to the momentary needs
at the different halting places along this way, it has
directed the communist parties, on the back of the euro-
pean proletariat, up to the point at whioh their politi-
cal liquidation in favor of the national-reformist policy
of the Social Democraoy has already become merely a Jues-—
tion of form. This is not taking place without the recent
illusionary working up of the "united-front" enthusiasm
of a european proletariat which in the present period of
universal counter-revolution and reaction has run hope-
lessly into the blind alley of national limitation. Its
further course ocan only be a further bit-by-bit collapse.
A sound class-reaction against the continuing ideological
and practical decline is at the moment not yet visible in
the european countries even in the most modest beginnings.
It appears that Social-democratism and Bolshevism must
continue their work of destruotion of any proletarian
force of action even to the bitter end before the prole-
tarian turn becomes at all possible, But the world situ-
ation is overloaded in such a way with eoconomic and
political diffioulties, counter-forces and contradictions
that this proletarian turn will in the long run unavoid-
ably come about. The ruins of all "old" labor "movement"
will make the path of the reascent an incomparably pain-
ful one, but they will also firally leave it clear,
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_CURRENT TRENDS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Despite the gradual trend toward equalization of the eco-
nomic-social structure of Europe, the distinction between
industrial capitalist Western Europe and overwhelmingly
agricultural Eastern Europe is still apparent. Czeohoslo-
vakia reaches into both divisions. Ite weatern part is
highly industrialized and its history is closely inter-
woven with that of middle Europe, while its eastern part
embraces the typical agrarian characteristios of eastern
Europe. This contradiotion between the East and West con~
stitute one important problem of Czechoslovakian politios
and economy.

The other problem is that of nationalities, Czechoslovak-
ja is not a unified national state. It is inhabited by
approximately ten million Czechoslovaks (Czeche and Slo-
vake because of different historical barkground do not
yet constitute a unity, although that tendenocy exists),
three and one qQuarter million Germans, 700,000 dagyars,
400,000 Ukrainians, and 66,000 Poles. The "national an-
tagonism", especially between the Germans and Czechs,is
fundamentally but the conflict between more or less in-
dependent capitalist groups for a share in the state
control, as well as over internal and foreign markets.
The larger part of the proletariat as well as the petty
bourgeoisie was dragged into this oconflict., This national
competition seems to be refuted by the interlocking of
German and Czech capital in the monopolistic organiza-
tione, but in reality the struggle is merely resumed on
another plane, within the monopolies.

The economic differences of West and East, and national
disunity, existed before the founding of the republic,
but the diffioulties arising out of the breakup of the
old Austrian economic entity developed with the republio,
In the 0ld Austria, which formed an economic unity with
balanced industrial and agrarian production, industry
Wwas centered chiefly in the Sudete countries. (Sudeten:
mountain-chain). Excepting that part which found a sale
in foreign markets, Austrian industry found a market for
its goods in the agricultural belt, What is now Czecho-
8lovakia supplied over 50 percent of all the industrial
production of the old Austria - some industries as high
as 100 percent., After the breakup of the empire, Czecho-
8lovakian industry retained but a fourth of the former
markets, as the other offshoots of the Austrian empire
immediately raised tariff walls under whose protection
they started their own industries. The export to these
former countries, thus impeded, formerly the exclusive
domain of Bohemian industry, now also had to meet the
B8harp competition of the great capitalist countries in
these territories, whose position here was now consider-
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ably improved,The relative over-industrialization of
Czechoslovakia determined economic polioies and influen-

ced the relations between the different bourgeois factions.

A number of problems also result from the international
position of Czechoslovakia. Deriving ites existance as a
state from the Versailles treaty, and its vasio imperial-
ist setup, any shifting of the then exigting powers af-
feots it closely. Czechoslovakia'!'s vulnerable position

and its economic implications complicace further the prob-
lems arising from its international position and, conse-
Quently, also the internal political situation.

A1l these problems, however, are secondary toc the general
social antagonisms that also rock the foundations of the
other capitalist states., The causes of the apparent con-
fusion in the social conflicts of Czechoslovakia lie in
the interlocking and interaction of the general oconditions
of the world crisis with the special congitions peculiar
to the founding and development of the Czechoslovakian
state.

The wave of international crisis reached Czechoslovakia
from one to one and a half years later than the surround-
ing countries. Then it progressed sharply and rapidly.
First hit and hardest was the export industry,situated
almost entirely in the Northwestern border territories
inhabited by Germans. In contrast, the industries in the
interior largely supplying the internal markets have held
up fairly well., Recently published statistics estimated
unemployment in thirteen districts preponderantly German,
with a total population of 1,068,629, at 119,265; while
thirteen distriots preponderantly Bohemian, with 1,178,834
inhabitants gave only 51,949 unempioyed. Unemployment in
the German border districtewas more than twice that of the
Bohemian, namely 11.15 percent as against 4,4 percent.

But even the unequal force with which the crisis etruok
various seotions of industry failed to halt the trusti-
fication efforts that had been initistud as early as the
pre-war period in the Sudeten countries. After the war,
this trend continued and by 1933, in the midet of the
orisis, there were 53¢ registered cartels. The vertical
organization of industries by the banks has proceeded
eéven more rapidly. Four to five Prague banks, through
direot ownership or large investment in the most impor-
tant industries, ocontrol four-fifthe of the total Czecho-
Blovakian production.

The growing power of the monopolies is increasingly mani-
fested in politics. Banks and other business concerns,
over the heads of the "peoples' representatives", try to
use the state apparatus for their momentary interests.

For example, it is no seoret that the success of the
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greatest bank, "Zivnostenska banka", which controls the

eatest industrial concern is mainly due to the fact
that the financial and trade policy of the state was in
the hands of its representatives who ruthlessly subor-
dinated the economic policy of the state to its immed-
jate financial interests, Similarly the agricultural
ministers used their office to further the interests of
the well concentrated agrarian industry.

In contrast to the era of liberal capitalism, when the
gstate is almost exclusively the instrument of political
power of the bourgeoisie, monopoly capitalism now seizes
it increasingly for its immediate eXonomic purposes,Thus
the state exerts ite full foroce. upon capitalist produc-
tion and distribution in order to keep their contradio- ‘
tions withih bearable limits and, simultaneously, furthers
the monopolistio trend. In a emall way as yet this ex-
presses itself in the economic legal measures of the

past years, i.e,, the wheat monopoly, compulsory lumber
syndicate, etc,

Almost at the outset of the crisis, following the eleo-
tions, a coalition government was formed, consisting of
Czech Agrarians, National-Democrats, People'!s Party,
National Socialists (Benes), the Czech and German Social-
Democrats and the German Land League, The goverrment
tried to counteract the growing difficulties with the
usual deflationiet methods ; (salary reductions for gov-
ernment employees, reducing the budget, etc,), whioh,of
course, merely intensified the crisis, From the first,
the government, dus to its heterogensous composition,
could not reckon on more thoro measures. When the ad-
vancing crisis nevertheless indicated the necessity of
such measures, open disagreement broke out in the co-
alition, The group urging a devaluation of the crown

to revive the export trade had & majority but met stiff
resistance by the National Democrats, representing fin-
ance capital and the importers of foreign raw materials
Who felt their interests endangered by currency devalu-
ation. Before the passing of the devaluation laws, this
group demongtratively withdrew from the govermment. The
Témaining government parties now formed a closer ocoali-
tion of agrarian and reformist parties., Resulting from
this close co-operation were a number of "planned eoon-
omy" reforms (grain monopoly, public works loans,public
Works prograus, etc.z, which was to culminate in a sort
of state capitalism (for example, the nationalization
of mines,)

The new reformistio practice of the labor parties now
found its ideological expression in the theories of
"planned economy". A theoretical re-—orientation further
Dbecame necessary with the collapse of the German (in
Germany) sooial democracy, the chief representative of
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the traditional reformism of the Seoond Ianternational.
In order to win the vaccillating masses of petty bour-
geoisie and farmers for the interests of the reformist
labor movement, a "class-coalition®™ was sought in the
formation of & bloc surrendering all clasc characteris-—
tice for the purpose of effecting the structural (state
capitalist) reform of capivelism. The labor movement,
demoralized by “he collapse of the middle European la-
bor parties, through this program was to he shown a new
way out, while at the same time a mass basie for the
struggle against Fascism would be formed.

The National-Socialist victory in Germany had far-reach-
ing consequences for the interanal and external politiocs
of Czechoslovakia, It now found itself adjacent to a
state from whose imperialiet urge for expancion it had
everything to fear. Tts immediate reaction to provoca-
tive advances of Germany was a clossr 3upport of French
imperialism and, consequently, of Russia (diplomatic
recognition, non-aggression and military assistance pact)
as well as closer connection with the states of the
little entente. A further effect on foreign policy was
clouding of diplomatic relations with Poland which had
established friendly relations with German imperialism.

The ideological result of Hitler-German activity was an
intensified nationalism by the Czechoslovakian bourgeois-
ie which could operate under the mask of anti-fascism.In
the reformist labor parties, Hitlerism resulted in a
panicstricken flight to the institutions of the "demo-
cratic" state as refuge from the fascist wave. The anti-
fascist struggle represented no etruggle between groups
fighting for their definite capitalist interests, but a
struggle for the preservasion of certain governmental
principles. Followed to iis logical conclusion this con-
ception leads to the support of a war of prevention "in
order to bring freedom (at the point of French and Czech
bayonets) to Germany".

Internally the Hitler overturn in Germany led to the dis-—
8olution of the German National-Socialist Labor Party and
the German National Party. The leaderless and partyless
fascist maseses sought and found cover in the German Tur-
nerbund whose social structure and aims most closely ap-
proximated those of the dissolved parties and thus was
best fitted to act as a substitute organization for the
0ld swastika parties. Its membership was fairly identical
with that of the two outlawed parties, in addition to a
powerful reserve of youthful elements that had been rad-
icalized and thrown into politics by unemployment and

the crisis. The political charaoter of the Turnerbund

was indistinguishable from that of a swastika party. Hy-
pernationalism, anti-Semitism and close petty bourgeois
connections characterized both. This similarity to the
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old fascist parties threatened to result in the prohibi-
tion of the Turnerbund as well, so a form of organization
equally capable of carrying on the fascist campaign and
yet sufficiently camouflaged to avoid dissolution under
the anti-fascist laws had to be found, The most essential
fascist activities were to be carried out illegally, in
underground agitation, whispering campaigns, etc.

The needs of Czech fasocism ¥hums found expression in the
organization of the Sudete Home Front (SHF) which soon
boasted of a following greater than that enjoyed by the
former National-Socialis® organizations, In cnntradiction
to swastika traditions, the SHF professed a burning love
of democracy and international peace; innumerable loyalty
demonstrations for the Czechoslovak state were organized
and every connection with the forbidden parties, and es-
pecially with the Third Reich was avoided. Thus equipped
the SHF was the more active in advoocating the ideology

of its predecessors although in diluted form but enriched
with the freshly imported "people's commwmity religion"
and a leader cult centered around one Kunrad Henlein, a
Turnerbund functidenary who was being primed as a Sudete
German Hitler.

The new foreign policy of Russia after the Nazi revolu-
tion in Germany led to a change in the communist tactice
in the countries of Russia's allies, In Czechoslovakia
this tactic met with difficulties as the govermment So-
cialist parties emphatically refused union with the Com-
munists; on the other hand, the united front here would
have signified the Communist endorsement of the govern-
ment which so far seemed imopportune to them. But con-
ggsséogs in this direotion have alrecady been made by
e CPC,

In May 1935, when the diplomatio bonds between Russia
and Czechoslovakia were tightened by a military assist-
ance pact, the CPC deoclared itself ready to co-operate
With the bourgeois parties in parliament and to defend
the capitalist state. Parliamentary Representative
Sverma on May 24, 1935 deolared: ",.,German Fascism can
be defeated only thru class war within Germany and, by
war, thru armed force, The Czechoslovak Communists in
case of consistent war by the army against German im-
Perjalism would support that war and the army". "We
are for the maintenance of independence of the Czecho-
8lovak nation", he added, "which can be guaranteed by

& B8trong army, freed of Fasoist elements in which work-
I8 enjoy all politioal privileges. We demand the res-
toration of the suffrage to the members of the army. We
urge the Socialist parties to form an oppositional
united front to carry on the fight againet Fascism. We
Will support the Socialist parties in the government in
all measures intended to oombat Fascism, and to secure
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ooncrete advantages for the workers. In foreign policy
we will support everything intended to support the
peaceful foreign policy of the Soviet Union and to frus-
trate the war plans of Hitler-Germany."

The complicated transitional character of the general
social Bituation is refleoted in the results of the last
eiections (May 1935). The total result is undeniably a
swing to the right. Also, the difference of soocial devel-
opment in German and Czech Czechoslovakia becomes more
apparent. While conditions among the Czechs seem to have
remained about the same, among the Germans there ocourred
a complete political overturn, The tremendous growth of
the Sudete German Home Front to the strongest party in
the state formed the real sensation of the elections and
gained importance far beyond the boundaries of the state.

The swing to the right is seen in the loss of votes and
parliamentary seats of the proletarian parties whioch al-
together now have 14 seats lese than formerly. Compared
to 41,6 percent of all seats held formerly, they now con-
trol only 35.6 percent. The full developments are not so
apparent in these totals as a study of the individual na-
tional groups reveals,

Changes among the Czechs, despite the sixth year of cris-
is, are so insignificant that the stability of the old
party system seems to be exceptional when compared to in-
ternational developments in general.

In contrast to the largely German border %erritories, the
inner part of Czechoslovakia, especially Slovakia, is but
little industrialized, Such industry as exists is largely
for domestio consumption and was hardly affeoted by the
orieis, Besides, industry in the Czech interior has exper-
ienced an entirely different development from that of the
oorder districts., The latter are part of the west European
economy which had its decisive development in the last

half of the 19th century. Now, as formerly during its rise,

industry in the border districts follows the decline of
Europe's capitalist west. But the agricultural Czech in-
terior belongs to the European east which experienced a
period of industrialization after the war., Political in-
dependence, the accompanying tariff and trade barriers,
now separating the old economic units, led to the devel-
opment of an economy serving various political and mili-
tary interests arising out of the new setup that center-
ed more in the interior and the east. This industrial
development further moderated the effects of the orisis
on this seotion of Czechoslovakia which had suffered
least from the first because of the structural nature of
interior and eastern economy. Also, the munitions indus-
try located in the Czech distriots and operating at high
capacity for years reduced unemployment of the Czech

= Lo~

-

workers. Consequently, the fascist ideology, the ideology
of capitalist deoline, remained negligible among the
¢zech masses,

Thus the comparatively insignificant effects of the cris-
is on the Czeoch districts produced no radical change in
the traditional party system. However, the crisis still
had enough effect in the Czech districts to cause the
formation of rudimentary fascists groups that already
have expressed themselves in the elections, Czech fas-
oism so far consists of two tendencies: the National
Union (Marodni sjednoceni), and the Fascist Party of
Gajda.

The reasons for the growth of Fascism, however, are in
the economio oconditions of the Sudete-German districts,
The orisis here manifested itself in an extraordinary im-
poverishment of the masses, The decline of the highly de-
veloped export industry of the border districts struck
down the whole economy and social life. The ruin of tue
export industry involved that of all other branches of
production. Important production centers of finished
goods, textiles and glass are veritable industrial ceme-
teries. Even better situated districts such as the soft
coal mines in the northwest and the oconnected industries
show a severe decline and unemployment problem, Some in-
dustries have been idle for years with no hope of resum-
ing operations. The industrial shifts of the post-war
period on the continent, and overseas the tariff,valuta
and autarchic policies of most countries have destroyed
a whole series of industries. Frequently the paralyzed
?1ahts are broken up and transferred to other countries
textile industry), a part of the border industry is
moving into the interior leaving an army of unemployed

* Without hope ever to be re-employed, certain only of

continuing life under the most miserable conditions.

But those remaining employed fare little better. The
Wages, already low before the orisis (among the lowest
in all Europeg, hawe so far been reduced to an average
50 percent. Short-time employment is the rule, (one day
& Week in many plants and others close down for weeks
on end), and contributes to lowering the living stan-
dard of the employed almost to the level of that of the
unemployed.,

The chief strength of the fasoist movement, its very
foundation, consists of the mass of the impoverished
Petty_bourgeoieie and peasantry. The decline of the ex-
gorF industry, partly of a pettyourgeois nature, poor
USiness in general, reduced purchasing power of the
masses, taxation, eto., brought small tradesmen, mer-—
Chants, and the craftsmen to the verge of ruin. The
young intelligentsia found no more room in the declining
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economy and saw every opportunity of rising barred to it.
The German small farmers in the less fertile border dis-
triots were injured by the agrarian measures of the in
favor of large farmers government, These groups that usu-
ally turn to the state for help in a orisis had scant hope
from a state that furthered the rising Czech competition
that threatened them.

The Germans in Czechoslovakia see the solution to their
troubles in Fascism, The Sudete German party has had a
degree of success unprecedented in fascist history. It
polled 70 percent of the German vote, not only thru re-
juction of the other bourgeois parties, but thru great
inroads into the support of both proletarian parties,.The
confidence of Henlein's followers in finding what seemed
to them new and basioc methods for their relief thru the
People's Commonwealth(Volks-gemeinschaft), social and na-
tional utopias, public works program to employ 300,000
Sudete-German unemployed, and eimilar proposals, gave an
immense impetus to their propaganda. Their apparently re-
volutionary demand for a change in the political,economio
and cultural setup was opposed by the Social-Democrats
with the oonservative slogan of the defense of democracy
in the state and a few social-political crumbs. In View

of the terrible misery of those affected, that meant mere-
1y the retention and defense of their misery. Consequently
large parts of the working class, tired of the unsuccess-
ful reform policy of the Social-Democrats, and the sterile
phrase-mongering of the Communists, set their hopes in the
new rising movement whose spirit and far-reaching demands
promised a decided improvement in their lct. Only with

all these contributing factors was it possible for the
Sudete-German Home Front to overcome the strong socialist
traditions and to become the strongest party of Czechos
slovakias

The election results of the Communists also demand atten-
tion. There are a number of differences between the CCP
and those of the other European countries, The Czech So-
cial Democracy from which it sprang in pre-war times al-
ready had been one of the rightest parties of the seoond
international, supporting the position of unconditional
co-operation with all classes of the nation. There Wwas
practically no Marxian opposition in its ranks, After
1912, following the national revolution which retained
all other features of capitalism, a radical tendency de-
veloped which, however, lacked a fundamental,revolution-
ary orientation., It was similar to the Independent So-
cialist Party tendency in Germany though stronger re-
formistic and nationalistic tendencies cxisted here,But
while the third international has split the Independent
S.P. in order to exolude the too reformistic elements,
shortly after it accepted the whole Czech Left bag and
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vaggage. Junction of the Czech with the German Cormmun-
jsts of the country, ideologically more advanced owing
yo a different historical backzround, added little teo
theoretical unity and clarity though a degree of uni-
formity in concepts and tactics took place thru the
years. The laok of thecrstical clarity among the party
membership formed the basis for frequent serious inter-
nal crises that convulsed the party structure until the
strong party bureaucracy succeeded in enforocing the
gtrong discipline and rules of Bolshevik organization.
Yet, to tpie day, the party apparatus must compromise
with the ideological backwardness of the membership.Thus
the policy of the party central committee oconsists of
constant shifting between the now reformistic, now rad-
joal desires of the membership on the one hand, and the
pressure of the Comintern for defense of the state in-
terests of Soviet Russia on the other hand, though Rus-
gian interests more and more tend to support the reform-
ism of the party. Thies shifting soon became the charao-
teristio of the whole policy of the CCP vhich evaded all
fundamental decisions of theory or practice,

In distinotion to the Social-Democracy, the Communist
movement in Czechoslovakia is not organized into national
groups, but embraoces members of all nationalities in one
unit. The peculiar national composition of Czechoslovakia
explained previously, expresses itself in the thought and
aotion of the various groups and only with due considera-
tion to this can the Communist election results be corrects
ly =stimated,

~ The Communiste seoured a total increase of 46,289 votes aa

ggmpared to 1929, or 12.78& percent, As the number of votes
d inoreased by 11.45 percent, the percentage of inorease

- Was only 1.33 percent,

ghe growth of the Communiet, almost entirely in eastern
lovakia and Xarpatho-Russia, can be traced to the almost
3°mplete absence of industry. Even agriculture there is
tgry backward., Conditions generally approximate those of

€ Balkans and a number of east-Europcan states., The
%ﬁ:a;er part of the population suffers much as a result of
s ackward social conditions and the ruthless exploita-~

on and oppression.by the Czechoslovak bourgsoisie,

Aé:gough the remnante of feudalism had been removed by the
o reform--the expression of the bourgeois revolutionary
peasaoter of the Czech national revolution--and the Czech
feuda.ntry had become conservative, sufficient vestizes oz
es:la.lis‘l; conditions remained in the east to maintain tne
Bmalie for a bourgeois reconstruction of agrioulture. The
oy thne;s of the farms, infertility of the soil,dependence
backwe ew but all-powerful landed proprietors, and the
ardness of their productive methods, coupled with ad-
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.inistrative oppyession (taxes, tax foreclosures, politi-
Z;Eichicanery,pgic.,—-this par% of the country is treated
almost like a colony) have created misery thgt is almost
unbearable. Communist success here is due.prlmarily to
the protest of the peasant population against these oon-
ditions. In addition it is the expression of the agrar-
jan-revolutionary ferment of the peasantry of this a8
well as other eastern countries as the Comwmunist Party
unreservedly supports all interests of the peasant popu-
jation. To the Karpatho-Russian peasants, as to the Rus-
sian peasaats, the Comaunist party appears as the sole
1eader of their social and national struggle.

Ir Czechoslovakia the crisis appeared later than in the
other countries, and earlier ir the border distriots
than in the interior and eastern parts of the republio.
The political effects were the later and unequal pro-
cese of fascization. Following the later outbreak of the
crisis, it may be assumed that the low point will be
reached at a later period than in other countries, Thg
momentary stabilization of the orisis in Czechoslovakia
has obviously not occurred at its lowest point. A fur-
ther, possibly sudden, collapse is to be expected, es-
pecially in the Czech districts. The political effect
of a further collapse undoubtedly will be a greater anG
more effective fascization of the gountry.

The rise of a real fascist movement among the Czechs
must intensify the problem and danger, but also the dif-
fioulties, of Fascism ir the republic. So long a8 Fascism
was esserntially the affair of the minority nation,the ace-
cisive policies of the government were but little @nflu—
enced by it. With the rise of fascism in the majority
nation, all internal problems (above all, that of the re-
lationship of the two maia nationalities, which may re-
sult in a struggle to determine the dominance of the two
fascist movements) renewed and intensified will become
the order of the day.

The conjuest of the state by the monopolistioc great-bour-
geoisie procesds more rapidly than the formation of a
mase basis for the petty bourgeoisie, The horizontal and
vertical trusts eubrace owners of both nations and all
fractions and constantly expand their operaticns.In the
International Industrial Associatior (SVAZ PRUMYSLNIKU)
for example, the bourgeoisie has an instrument equally
potent politically as economically thru which, forged by
economic necessity, it demands with increasing 1n81st§n03
absolute control of economy and the state, violently de-
mands the abolition of democratio vestiges and forces
thru more and more measures for the fascist reorzaniza-
tion of the state. The time is rapidly approaching when
the bourgeoisie with its trusts can exercise unlimited
control of the state and thru it dictate its political
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and economic measurea, But even in the unified dictator-~
ghip of monopoly capital, the rivalry of the two nation-
al capitalist groups and the different capitalist frac-
tions (industrial, agrarian and finance capital) will
oontinue. The conflict for a share in the fascist rule
will flame anew in the economic associations and the
gtate bureaus and administrations. In this struggle,the
varioue national groups of capitalists will seek allies
anong the petty bourgeoisie of their own country ruined
by capital concentration and orisis, Nationalism is the
inevitable basis for a fasciet mobilization of the petty
bourgeoisie in Czechoslovakia, To large seotions of the
petty bourgeoisie, the maintenance and extension of their
reduced basis for existence will appear possible only at
the expense of the other nationals. Thus the intensified
orisis will widen the gulf between the two larze nations
of the state and finally two strong fascist mass move-
ments will coanfront each other in an embittered struggle.
But as fascism indicates the greatest centralization of
state power in the hands of the ruling class, and every
independent movement within the regime that conflicts
with the interests of the ruling fascism becomes a men-
ace for the whole dictatorship, fascism is confronted
with the insoluable problem of chaining the very forces
it is constantly forced to unchain. Just as the growing
class antagonisms constantly force the fascist state to
adopt more rigorous measures to maintain its supremacy,
80 tha growing and diverging forces of the nationalities
will necessitate inocreased pressure by the state.The ex-
act manner in which Fascism will try to reccroile the
national conflicts with absolutist state cenctralization
canpot be foretold as yet. A part probably will be play-
ed by the state bureaucracy whose great power, uncontrolw
led chicanery and ruthlessness already indicate its pos-
8ible position,

Ir general, fascizatiorn is a manifold contradictory pro-
cess that will be ever more conplicated and diffioult of
Comprehension in the Czechoslovak state of conflicting
nationalities than elsewhere, The working class is inac-
tive and helplesg in relation to the task of revolution-
izing the capitalist gystem. It confronts the powerful
new problems with the draditional methods, organizatious
and ideologies that aro@e from almost entirely different
conditions, and which are completely insufficient to
8top the onslaught of the class enemy. The greatest and
deciding part of the workingz clase is still ir the camp
of reformism., Attempte to change the polioies of the re-
formist parties among the Czeche are not apparent, wrile
but a weak tendency in this direction is noticeable a-
Rong the Germans. What oppositional activity exists with
in the Gerwman Social Demo cracy is very indafinite axnd ie
Tathar a sign of disjintecration of the old ideology thac
+ LOW orientation., Amon§ all these efforts, the group-

-OWn as the"Socialist Action" has assumed the most de-
finite forms and gained the most influence. Although
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pnembership in thie group is forbidden to party members,
and representatives of "Socialist Action" carn agitate il-
legally and under cover, only certain parts of their pro-
gram have influenced definite, nct uninfluential party
circles, The ideology of "Sccialist Action" is made up of
a mixture of plan-reformistic, Bolshevist and fascist ele-
mer:ts., No uniform development tendencies are discernible
because it harbors too maiy contradictory trends, Opposed
to ite "radical bolshevist ideology", its character on
the basis of most of its program planks and mcthcds dis-
3los8es a strong fascist strain. Of ocourse within the op-
oositional forces of reformism, especially among the
youth, there are nuverous elements honestly seeking a
really revolutionary method. However, all too often their
lack of clarity makes them the tools for the centrist or
half-bolshevik aims of the experienced opposition politi-
Cc ians .

The other wirg of the labor movement, that of the Commun-
ists, has long ceased to represent a revolutiorary factor.
Their great turn-about shift, occurring just during the
last elsotion, that they were compelled to make ian the
diplomatic intereste of the Soviet Union has stripped
them of the last bit of revclutionary significance., Now
that they have committed themeelves to nmational defense
and, with certain reservations, to support of the govern-
ment polioy (in their repeated united front progosals to
the Social Democrats they have emphasized these willipg
concessions) their fundamental line is undistinguishable
from that of the reformists. Like the latter, they have
become a conservative factor in the state, Committed to
support the ruling political system, even before forma-
tion of parliamentary "anti-fascist united front",they,
like the Social Demo crats, will be involved in the state
collapse, iore unsteady ideologically and far less pre-
pared organizationally than its Reichs-German sister
party, the Czechoslovak Communist party too must ocollapse
miserably in the coming attack of the class enemy.

On the whole, it becomes apparent that even the so-called
"islard of democracy" will be unable to arrest the inter-
national process of fascization. The same developments
here as elsewhere will shake the existing organizations
and ideologies of the working class, At first this ex-
presses itself in parliamentary defeats as a result of
which must come the recogrnition that the historic task

of the proletariat cannot be accomplished thru parliamen-
tary-reformistic and bolshevist methods and orga.izations.
In the further ocourse of fascization, the bourgeoisie,o-
beying the political and social imperatives of this pro-
cess, must put an objective end to the parliamentary la-
bor organizations of all tendencies, This objective end
of the contemporary labor movement does not mean its
gubiective end, however, For, despite the destruction of
their organizations by the class eremy, the old ideology
will continue to survive among secticns of the masses,
The intensified oppression and exploitation, however,

destroys the old ideology and prepares the basis for new
class action and class consciousrness, Sooner or later the
class activity thue developed ~ust reswlt in a naw organ-—
jzation and ideology adapted to the changec corditions.
The practice of the class Btrug. le its2lf will necesci-
tate organizations in which the militancy of the masses
finds direct expression and in Which the germe of the new
society can be developed. A truly revolutionary ideology
must come on the vasis of this practice in coztbiration
with the total experiexsce of previous class strugiles,
This new working class ideology can have no Troor. ror the
illusion of a reforuzist transformatior of existinz soce
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iety, nor for the idsa of pzssive swordination of the
classes under the leaderszip arnd control of an "advaaced
guard" and their zobilization for objectives incompat-
ible with their class intereste. But, most impcrtaat,
every ravolutiorary ideclogy, particularly ia national—
istic diddle and Eastern Europe, will have to include
ant maintain an uncoupro isiag iaternationalism,

.........................
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