BOOM WITH TWELVE MILLION UNEMPLOYED

The year 1535 witnessed a notable upswing of industrial
productior in a number of countries, and particularly in
the United States, With tha beginning of 1935, a downward
movement again set in whioh in the U,S,A. lowered produc-
tion oy 10 to 15 peroent and brought the number of unem-
ployed to over 12 millions, The business optimism created
by the upswing of 1935 is again on the deoline.

As compared with the month of October 1934, the output of
means of production in the U.S.A, for the same month&gf
1935 had increased by 92 percent, tho in the consumption-
goods industries the increase amounted to only 7 persent,
This increase in producers!' goods ie at%ributeble to the
replacement of fixed oapital--a matter which had become
necessary but to which no attention was given in the long
years of crisis--and is likewise evidence of the intensi-
fied technical rationalization of the enterprises, as in-
dicated by the fact that the number of unemployed and the
production have increased simultaneously. There was 1no
expansion of fixed capital, no important new invesiments.
And since the beginning of 1936, the number of orders of
machinery for the existing enterprises has again Qeclined.
The continuance of capital accumulation is accordingly out
of the picture,

The rise in production was accompanied by an improvement
in the way of profits. What M,C.Taylor has had to say on
this point with reference to the situation in the United
States Steel Corporation holds also for a number of other
capitalist enterprises: "In the light of the depressed
conditions which prevailed during the four years prior to
1935, in which profits fell short of an amount sufficient
to cover full depreciation provisions and other general
charges, the improved results should be found more en-

couraging, They demonstrate in no small way the effective-.

ness of intemsive administration and economies successful-
1y instituted thru the united efforts of the entire staff
in an endeavor to bring sbout profitable results." Even
tho the profits have risen, still the absence of new in-
vestments shows that a profitable basis for the further
progressive accumulation is not present. And so the light
boom of 1935 is doomed to be nipped in the bud. The prom-
ising and much cited rise in the value of sftocks, though
bound up with the in cxease of profits, is aifter all
founded more upon the speculative hope of futurs earnings,
for which, however, no basis exists., Optimium on this
point can hardly be very great even in capitalist circles,
in view of their impassioned attacks upon Rocsevelt's pro-
jected taxing program. Col. Leonard B, Ayres emphasizes
that the proposed tax measures "must operate to reduce

Aty

dividends", The burden to be imposed upon industry by the
proposed corporation tax is too 8light, however, to serve
a8 an alibl for the failure of a new boom to make its ap-
pearance or to justify its failure to keep on growing.The
only success so far attending the endeavors to reestablish
profitability has merely been a reduction of the losses,
Capital was no longer compelled to 1live on the reserves
which it had heaped up in the years of prosperity. The
losses which had to be covered from these reserves amount-
ed in 1932 to approximately &.8 billion dollars, according
to the Department of Commerce; in 1934 to only 1.6 billions
and in 1935 there were even slight surpluses., The fact that
the proposed tax measures are expected to lead to a strip-
ping of the reserves is an indication that no one is ex-
pecting much from the future, The next thing in order is

a continuation of the technical rationalization and of the
concentration of capitals, mergers such as that of the
Bethlehem Steel Corporation, eto.,, against all protests

of the small stockholders, and without any improvement
whatever in the general condition of séociety, There will
be a growth in the number of unemployed, and the general
impoverishment will become greater, "Booms" in the perma-
nent crisie accelerate the dsocay,

THE "VICTORY" IN SPAIN

The revolutionary wave which in Spain has been alternate-
ly advancing and receding since 1930, tho as a general
trend growing strongsr, has again led to a defeat of the
reaction and to the viotory of the "progressive®" forces,
After the deposing of Alfonso XIII in 1931, a republican
government was formed in which the Socialiste also were
represented. This government, with Zamorra as prime min-
ister, directed itself forthwith against the workers,under
the well-approved slogan of "law and order", In the elec-
tions of November 1933, the parties of the Right received
the majority; a government of the Center was formed which
did away with the unessential reforms of the previous gov-
ermment and operated in the interest of all the country's
Teactionary elements. In 1934, Spain experienced a great
Wave of strikes which, however, proved of no avail, The
movements directed against the reaction culminated in the
DPloodily suppresesed October uprising. The lack of unity
among the ruling classes themselves brings in its train
one government crisis after the other. The elections of
February 16th resulted in a victory for the newly formed
"People '8 Block", composed of Republicans, Socialists and
Communists. The governing functions were taken over by

Al i




the left-republican bourgeoisie; the power is in the hands

of people’who are unwilling to use it in favor of the work-

ere, and so are compelled to employ it against them, Azana

and his cabinet represent the interests of bourgeois socie-

ty and are enemies of the prolstariat, They have made a
few unessential concessions to the workers, such as the
liveration of political prisoners (who, of course, can be
arrested again tomorrow,) in order to calm the masses tem-
orarily until. the state power is sufficiently reconsoli-
gated to prevent any real change of the workers! situation,
In this connsction they are being supported by all shades
of socialists and communists, Workers are still being fed

with bullets, and are called upop to observe law and order,

The"victory" in Spain is a victory of the labor fakers,The
confidence still reposed in these persons by great masses
of the workers will be dearly paid for. Nor will the pov-
erty of the farming population be relieved, as this gov-
ernment is incapable of any essential reforms., But even
the breaking up of the large estates, which is not at all
likely, would leave the workers' situation unchanged, ex-
cept for incrbasing the number of their enemies, It is
quite impossible as yet to speak of a victory of the work-
ers in Spain, A change of government can mean nothing to
them, and that is the most that has yet come about. If
the workers were actually to go farther, if they should
begin to take up seriously with the socio-economic over-
turn, they would have to recognize forthwith that their
present "friends" ars their enemies, The people's-front
government is resolved to club them down just as any fas-
cist dictatorship would do, if they should venture to
over-step the bounds of the exploitation economy: The
struggle of the spanish workers on their own account has
yet to begin; they are still fighting for others and for
illusions., They will have to recognize tlieir present
"friends" as more dangerous than their enemies -of yester-
day. The scurvy rabble of the Communist Party "will sup-
{ort Azana's government in the measure in which it holds

o ite obligations and carries out the program of the
People's Front", as we read in the Bundschau of February
27, 1936. Claridad, the social-demooratic organ of Largo
Caballero, writes: "We shall be on the side of the govern-
ment to carry out with all necessary firmnees the common
program", What oan really be the program of professional
guamen of Zapitalism a la Azana? Or what can be expected
from such professional labor traitors as Caballero? So
Lofig a8 these people make politics in Spain,it is nonsense
to speak of a viotory there of the workers,

The People's Blook of today will leave capitalist society
intact, But sooner or later new uprisings will occur in
spite of the Block, for the present government has néither
the will nor the power to effect essential economic chang-

es, Apart from the spontaneous factor at work in conditions
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of impoverishment and which leads to the creation of mass
movements, it is also improbable that the spanish Syndic-
alists will continue to leave the field of the labor move-
ment so uncontested to the competing organizations of the
Communists and Socialists, The weakness and disunity of
the ruling classes themselves, the impossibility of pro-
gressive capitalist development in Spain under the pre-
sent conditions of the permanent world crisis, will sooner
or later abolish the present pseudo-democratism in Spain
and lead to a new bourgeois dictatorship, unless the work-—
ing and impoverished masses of Spain take up arms and pro-
ceced against the present people 's-front government, begin
thruout the country with the expropriation of the owners,
and exercise the power on their own account. That may

come about in case the mass movements slip from the hands
of the political trucksters, We may then be presented

with the prospect of something more hopeful in Spain than
the usual defeat which the workers endure when they res-
trict themselves to questions of who or what party holds
the reins of government,
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Marx on Social Reform (Selected Essays;p.131)
HOWEVER partial the industrial revolt may be, it conceals
within iteelf a universal soul:political revolt may be
never 80 universal but it hides a narrow-minded spirit
wnder the most colossal form. —— A social revolution may
be considered from the standpoint of the whole because,
even if it only occurs in a factory district,it is a
protest of men against degraded life, because it proceeds
from the standpoint of the real individual, because the
community against whose separation from himself the
individual reacts, ie the real community of men, the
civic community.-- The political soul of a revolution,on
the other hand, consists in the endeavour of the classes
without political influence to abolish their isolation
from the community and from government.Their standpoint
ls that of the Ssate,an abstract whole,which exists only
in and through ite eeparation from real life,which is
unthinkable without the organized antagonism between the
general idea and the individual existence of man.
Consequently a revolution of political souls organizes
& ruling clique in society,in accordance with the limited
and doubly-cleft nature of these souls,at the cost of
8ociety.--Every revolution diessolves the old gociety;in
B0 far it is social.Every revolution overthrows the old
Power;in so far it is political.--Without a revolution ,
80cialism cannot be enforced.It requires this political
act,so far as it has need of the process of destruction.
But where its organizing activity begins,where its prcper
aim emerges,there socialism casts away the political hull,
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WORKERS" COUNCIL S,

In its revolutionary struggles, the working c¢lass needs organi-
zation. When great wasses have to act as a unit, a mechanism is
needed for uadsrstanding and discussion, for the making and issy.
ing of decisions, and for the proclaiming of actions aad aius,

This does not mean, of oourse, that all great aotione and uni-
versal strikes are carried out with soldierlike discipline,
after the decisions of a central board. Such cases will ooccur,
1t is true, but more often, thru their eager fighting epirit,
their solidarity and passion, masses will break out in strikes
to help their comrades, or to protest against some ocapitalist
atrocity, with no general plan, Then such a strike will spread
like a prairie fire all over the country.

In the first Russian revolution, the strike waves went up and
down, Often the most succesaful were those that had not been de
cided in advance, while the strikes that had beexn proclaimed by
the central committees often failed,

The strikers, once they are fighting, want mutual contact and
understanding in order to unite in an organized rorce, Here a
difficulty preseats itself, Without stroug organization, with-
out joining forces and bindiny their will in one solid body,
without uniting their action in one common deed, they caunot
win against the strong organization of capitalist power. But
when thousands and millions of workers are u:ited in one body,
this can oaly be managed by funotionaries acting as represen-
tatives of the members, And we have seen that then these offi-
cials become masters of the organization, with interests dif-
ferent from the revolutionary interests of the workers,

How can the working class, in revolutionary fighte, unit: 4ts
force into a big organization without falling into the pit of
officialdom? The answer is given by putting another Juestion:
if all that the workers do i8 to pay their fees and to obey
when their leaders order them out and order them in, are they
themselves then really fighting their fight for freedom?

Fighting for freedom is not letting your leaders think for you
and decide, and following obediently behind them, or from time
to time scolding them, Fighting for freedom is partaking to the_
full of one's capacity, thinking and deciding for oneself,takiné
all the responsibilities as a 8elf-relying individual amidset
equal comrades. It is true that to think for oneself, to think
out what is true and right, with a head dulled by fatijue, i®
the hardest, the most diffioult task; it is much harder than tO
pay and to obey, But it is the only way to freedom. To be 1liber~
ated by others, whose leadership is the essential part of the
liberation, means the getting of new masters instead of the old
ones,
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Freedom, the goal of the workers, means that they shall be
able, man for man, to manage the world, to use and deal
with the treasures of the earth, so as to make it a happy
home for all, How can they ensure this if they are not able
to conjuer and defend this themselves?

The proletarian revolution ie not simply the vandJuishing
of capitalist power, It is the rise of the whole working
people out of dependence and ignorance into independence
and clear congciousness of how to make their life,

True organization, as the workers need it in the revolu-
tion, implies that everyone takes part in it, body and
soul and brains; that everyone takes part in leadership

as well as in action, and has to think out, to decide and
to perform to the full of his capacities. Such an organi-
zation is a body of self-determining people. There is no
place for professional leaders. Certainly there is obeying;
everybody has to follow the deoisions which he himself has

~ taken part in making. But the full power always rests with

the workers themselves,

Can such a form of organization be realized? What must be
its structure? It is not necessary to construct it ot think
it out. History has already produced it. It sprang into
life out of the practice of the ¢lass struggle. Its proto~-
type, its first trace, is found in the strike committees,
In a big strike, all the workers cannot assemble in one
meeting, They choose .delegates to act as a committee,Such
a conmittee is only the executive organ of the strikers;it
is continrually in touch with them and has to carry.out the

- decisions of the strikers., Each delegate at every moment

can be replaced by others; such a committee never becomes
an independent power, In such a way, common action as one

. body can be secured, and yet the workers have all decisions

in their own hands, Usually in strikes, the uppermost lead
i8 taken out of the hands of these committees by the trade
unions and their leaders,

In the Russian revolution when strikes broke out irregular-
1y in the factories, the strikers chose delegates whioch,for
the whole town or for an industry or railway over the whole
8tate or province, assembled to bring unity into the fight.
They had at once to discuss political matters and to assume
Political functions because the strikes were direoted against
Czarisn, They were called soviets;councils. In these Soviets
all the details of the situation, all the workers' interests,
all political events were discussed, The delezates went to
and fro continually between the assembly and their factories.
In the factories and shops the workers, in general meetings,
discussed the same matters, took their decisions and often
8ent new delegates. Able socialists were appointed as secre-
taries, to give advice based on their wider knowledge. Often
these soviets had to aot as political powers, 28 a kind of
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primitive government when the Czarist power was paralyzed,
when officials and officers did not know what to do and
1eft the field to them. Thus these soviets became the per-
manent center of the revolution; they were constituted by
.elegates of all the factories, striking or working. They
could not think of becoming an independent power. The mem-
bers were often changed and sometimes the whole soviet was
arrested and had to be replaced by new delegates. ioreover
they knew that all their force was rooted in the workers!'
will to strike or not to strike; often their calls were
not followed when they did not concur with the workers!' in-
stinotive feelings of power or weakness, of passion or pru-
dence. So the soviet-system proved to be the appropriate
form of organization for a revolutionary working class. In
1917 it was at onoce adopted in Russia, and everywhere Work-
ers! and soldiers!' soviets came into being and were the
driving force of the revolution.

The complementary proof was given in Germany. In 191g,after
the breakdown of the military power, workers' and soldiers'
councile in imitation of Russia were founded. But the German
.workers, educated in party and union disoipline, full of so-
¢ial-democratic ideas of republic arnd reform as the next
political aims, chose their party- and union-officials as
delegates into these counoils. When fighting and acting
themselves, they acted and fought in the right way, but

from lack of selfconfidence they chose leaders filled with
capitalist ideas, and these always sSpoilt matters, It is
natural that a "council congress" then resolved to abdicate
for a new parliament, to be chosen as socn as possible.

Here it became evident that the council system is the ap-
propriate form of organization only for a revolutionary
working olass, If the workers do not intend to go on With
the revolution, they have no use for soviets., If the work-
ers are not far emough advanced yet to see the way of revo-
lution, if they are satisfied with the leaders doing all
the work of speechifying and mediating and bargaining for
reforms within capitaliSm, then parliaments and party- and
union-congresses, -- called workers parliaments because
they work after the same principle —- are all they need,If,
however, they fight with all their emergy for revolution,if
with intense eagerness and passion they take part in every
event, if they think over and decide for themselves all de-
tails of figrting because they have to do the fighting,then
workers ! councils are the organization they need,

This impliees that workers' councils cannot be formed by
revolutionary groups. Such groups can only propagate the
idea by explaining to their fellow workers the necessity
of council-organization, when the working claes as a self-
determining power fights for freedom. Councils "are the
form of organization only for fighting masses, for the
working clags as a whole,not for revolutionary groups.
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They originate and grow up along with the first action of
a revolutionary character., With the development of revolu-
tion, their importance and their funotions increase, At
firset they may appear as simple strike committees, in op-
poeition to the labor leaders when the strikes go beyond
the intentions of the leaders, and rebel against the unions
and their leaders,

In & universal strike the functions of these committees

are enlarged. Now delegates of all the factories and plants
have to discuss and to decide about all the conditions of
the fight; they will try to regulate into consciously de-
vised actions all the fighting power of the workers; they
must see how they will react upon the governments' measures,
the doings of soldiers or capitalist gangs. By means of
this very strike action, the actual decisions are made by
the workers themselves, In the councils, the opinions,the
will, the readiness, the "hesitation, or the eagerness,the
energy anG the obstacles of all these masses concentrate
and combine into a common line of action., They are the sym-

bols, the exponente of the workers' power; but at the same

time they are only the spokesmen who can be replaced at any
moment. At one time they are outlaws to the capitalist
world, and at the next, they have to deal as equal parties
with the high funotionaries of government,

When the revolution develops to such power that the State
power is seriously affeoted, then the workers' councils

have to assume political functions., In a political revolu-
tion, this is their first and chief function. They are the
central bodies of the workers! power; they have to take all
measures to weaken and defeat the adversary. Like a power

at war, they have to stand guard over the whole country,con-
trolling the efforts of the capitalist clase to collect and
restore their forces and to subdue the workers., They have
to look after a number of public affairs which otherwise

Were state affairs: public health, publio security,and the

u?interrupted course of social life, They have to take oare
g the production itsslf; the most important and difficult
a8k and concern of the working class in revolution.

:h:?cial revolution in history never began as a simple
:8¢ of political rulers who then, after having acquired

Political power, carried out the necessary social changes

y means of new laws., Already, before and during the fight,
s e rising class built up its new soocial organs as new
Prouting branches within the dsad husk of the former or-
%ﬁnism.‘ln the French revolution, the new ocapitalist class,
€ citizens, the business men, the artizans, built up in
town and village their communal boards, their new

sourts of justice, illegal at the time, usurping simply the

runGtions of the powerless functionaries of royalty. While

8ir delegates in Paris discussed and made the new consti-
Ution, the actual constitution was made all over the country
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by the citi2ens holding their political meetings,build-
ing up their political organs afterwards legalized by law.

In the same way during the proletarian revolution,the new
rising class coreates its new forms of organization which
gstep by step in the prooess of revolution supersede the
old State organization. The workers' councils, a8 the new
form of political organization, take the place of parlia-
mentarism, the political form of capitalist rule.

2.

Parliamentary demccracy ie considesred by capitalist theo-
rists as well as by social-democrats as the perfect democ-
racy, conform to justice and equality. In reality, it is
only a disguise for capitalist domination, and oontrary to
justice and equality. It is the council system that is the
true workers' democracy.

Parliamentary democracy ie foul democracy. The people are
allowed to vote once in four or five ysars and to choose
their delegates; woe to them if they do not choose the
right man., Only at the polls the voters ocan exert their
power; thereafter they are powerless, The chosen delegzates
‘are now the rulers of the people; they make laws and con-
stitute governments, and the people have to obey. Usually,
by the election mechaniem, only the big capitalist parties
with their powerful apparatus, with their papers, their
noisy advertising, have a charoce to wir.. Real trustees of
discontented groups seldom have a chance to Win some few

seats,

In the soviet system, each delegate can be repealed at any
moment. Not only do the workers continually remain in touch
with the delegate, disoussing and deciding Ior themselves,
but the delegate is only a temporary messenger to the coun-
cil assemblies, Capitalist politicians denounce this "char-
acterless" role of the delegate, in that he may have to
speak againet his personal opinion. They forget that just
because there are no fixed delegates, only those will De
sent whose opinions conform to those of the workers.

The principle of parliamentary representation is that the
delegate in parliament shall act and vote according to hi®
own conscience and conviction. If on some question he
should ask the opinion of his voters, it is only due to
his own prudence. Not the people, but he on his own res-
poneibility has to decide. The principle of the soviet
system is just the reverse; the delegates only express

the opinions of ths workers,

In the elections for parliament, the citizens are grouped
according to voting districts and counties; that is to saVy
according to their dwelling place. Persons of different
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trades or classes, having nothing in common, accidently
1iving near one another, are combined into an artificial
group which has to be represented by one delegate.

In the councils, the workers are represented in their
pnatural groups, according to factories, shops and plants,
The workers of one faotory or one big plant form a unit
of production; they belong together by their collective
work. In revolutionary epoohs, they are in immediate con.
tact to interchange opinions; they live under the same
conditions and have the same interests. They must act to-
gether; the factory is the unit which as a unit has to
strike or to work, and its workers must decide what they
collectively have to do., So the organization and delega-
tion of workers in faotories and workshops is the neces-
sary form.

It is at the same time the principle of representation of
the communist order growing up in the revolution. Produoc-—
tion is theibasis of sooiety, or, more rightly, it is the
contents, the essence of spaety; henoe the order of pro-
duction is at the same time the order of society.Factories
are the working units, the oells of which the organism of
society consists. The main takk of the political organs,
which mean nothing else but the organs managing the total-
ity of society, concerns the produotive work of soociety.
Hence it goes without saying that the working people, in
their oouncils, disouss these matters and choose their
delegates, collected in their production-units,

We Should not believe, though, th&t parliamentarism, as the
political form of capitalism, was not founded on production
Always the political organiztion is adapted to the charac-
ter of production as the basis of sooiety, Representation,
aocordipg to dwelling place, belongs to the system of petty
Capitalist production, where each man is supposed to be the
gossessgr of his own small business, Then there is a mutual
1onneotlon between all these businessmen at one place,deal-
ogg with one another, living as neighbors, knowing one an-
men:r and therefore sending one oommon delegate to parlia-
e This was the basis of parliamentarism, We have seen
¢onv later on this parliamentary delsgation-system proved
& e the right system for representing the growing and
anging class interests within capitalism,

At the same time it is clear n
Y ow why the delegates in parl-
i%?i“i had to take political power in their handse,Their pol-—
m°sta task was only a small part of the task of society.The
o] i?portant part, the productive work, was the personal
e . ot all the separate producers, the citizens as business
indi id required nearly all their energy and care,When every
heivi ual took care of his own small lot, then sooiety as
T totality went right. The general regulations by law,

Deoessary conditions, doubtlessly, but of minor extent,could
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pe 1eft to the care of a special group or trade? the poli-
ticiane. With communist production the reverse is true.
Here the all important thing, the collective productive
work, i8 the task of society as a whole; it concerns all
the workers collectively, Their personal Work @oas not
claim their whole energy and care; their mind is turng@

to the collective task of society. The general regulavion
of this collective work cannot be left to a special group
of persons; it is the vital interest of the whole working

people.

There is another difference between parliamentarism and
the soviet system. In parliamentary democraocy, one vote

is given to every adult man and sometimes woman on the
strength of their supreme, inborn right of belonging to
mankind, as is 8o beautifully eXpressed_in celebration
speeches, In the scviets, on the other hand, only the
workers are represented. Can the council system then be
said to be truly democratio if it excludes the other clas-
ses of society?

The ocouncil system embodies the dictatorship of the prole-
teriat. Marx and Engels, more than half a ventury ago, ex-
plained that the social revolution was to lead.to the dic-
tatorship of the working class as the next political form
and that this was essential in order to bring apout_the
necessary changes in society. Socialists, thinking in terms
of parliamentary representation only, tgied to excuse or to
criticize the violation of democracy and the injustice of
arbitrarily excluding persons from the polls because they
belong to certain classes, MNow we s8ee how the development
of the proletarian class struggle in a natural way produc-
es the organs of this dictatorship, the soviets,

It is certainly no violation of justice that the oouncils,
as the fighting centers of a revolutionary working class,
do not inolude representatives of the opposing class. An
thereafter the matter is not different. In a rising ocom-
munist society there is no place for capitalists; they
have to disappear and they will disappear. Whoever takes
part in the collective work is a member of the collectiv-
ity and takes part in the deoisions. Persons, however,who
8tand outside the process of collective production, are,
by the structure of the council system, automatically &X-
cluded from influence upon it. Whatever remains of the
former exploiters and robbers has no vote in the regula-
tion of a production in which they take no part,

There are other classes in society that do not directly
belong to the two chief opposite classes: small farmers,
independent artizans, intellectuals, In the revolutionary
fight they may waver to and fro, but on the whole they are
not very important, because they have less fighting poweTe
Mostly their forms of organization and their aims are
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different. To make friends with them or to neutralize

them, if this is possible without impeding the proper aims
or to fight them resolutely if necessary, to decide upon
the way of dealing with them with eJuity and firmness,will
be the conoern,often a matter of diffioult tactics, of the
fighting working class, In the production-system, insofar
a8 their work is useful and necessary, they will find their
place and they will exert their influenoe after the princi-
ple that whoever does the work has a chief vote in regula-
ting the work,

More than half a ocentury ago, Engels said that thru the
proletarian revolution the State would disappear; instead
of the ruling over men would oome the managing of affaigs.
This was said at a time when there could not be any olear
idea about how the working oclass would oome into power,

Now we see the truth of this statement confirmed. In the
process of revolution, the old State Power will be destroy-
ed, and the organs that take its place, the workers' coun-
cils, for the time being, will certainly have important
political funotions still to repress the remnants of cap-
italist power., Their political funotion of governing,how-
ever, will be gradually turned into nothing but the eco-
nomic funotion of managing the oolleoctive process of pro-
duction of goods for the needs of sooiety,

THE SOCIAL REVOLUTION of the nineteenth century can not
draw its poetry from the past, it can draw that only from
the future.It cannot start upon its work before it has
stricken off all superstition concerning the past.Former
revolutions required historic reminiscences in order to
intoxicate themselves with their own issues.The revol-
ution of the nineteenth century must let the dead bury
their dead in order to reach ite issue.With the former,
the phrase surpasses the substance; with this one, the
substance surpasses the phrase.
——~Proletarian revolutions criticise themselves con-
stantly; constantly interrupt themeselves in their own
courge; come back to what seems to have been accomp-
lished, in order to start over anew; scorn with cruel
thoroughness the half measures, weaknesses and mean—
nésses of their firet attempts; seem to throw down their
adversary only in order to enable him to draw fresh
8trength from the earth, and again to rise up against
hem in more gigantic stature;constantly recoil in fear
before the undefined monster magnitude of their own
Objects —-until finally that situation is oreated which
Teénders all retreat impossible,and the conditions them-
8elves ory out:" Hic Rhodus,hic saltal"
Marx; The Eighteenth Brumaire; p.14.
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BOOK REVIEWS

Conze, Edward, - The Scientific :cthod of Thiaking.
An Introduction To Dialectical faterialism,
Chapuan & Hall, Ltd,, Loadc...1935 (16dpp.,5S)

Conze 's elementary introduction to dialcctical wmaterialisn
ig well designed to meet a long-felt neei in the labor
movement for a popular and yet soientific presentation of
the marxian method of thinking., Even if his book does not
offer much that is new theoretically, except in the ochoice
of the exaaples, 8till it is of ;rest value ror the educa-
tion of workers, espcsoially because of its exemplarily
clear ani sinple lanzuapie.

iAfter emphasizing the necessity of soientific method for
the control of nature and society, Conze explains the maizn
postulates of the materialist dialectio: the necessity of
concrete thinring, regzard for the unity of oppositves, the
viewing of all thirge as in prooess of xotiorn, and the re-
cognition of the contradiotions by wkich all motion i8 ie-
termined. Conze's interpretation of these propositions is
based on expositione from the contemporary political and
economic scene and is fully adapted to the general under-
standing. Special attention is here devoted to the contes-
ted 1ea§er-mass problem, and Conze represents the view
that however low the degree of oconsciousnces involved,the
mass is after all capable of safc-guarding its interests.
The acceptance of this asswption would make it easier to
undergtand the historicel Jovelopment,

By way of illustrating the proposition of contradiotion,
Conze selects oppositions like that between caritalist
production and social consumption, thou:h without making
plain that this contradiction is in need of further clar-
ification by means of the one between accuzulation and the
need for profit. Conze also refers to the contradiction af-
fecting the labor movement, that betweer reformism and so-
cialism; nis view is that mass orsanizations are of neces-
sity reformist,and socialist organizaticns of necessity
sectarian., At the same time, however, Conze considers col-
lectively revolutionary aotions as possible oaly in case
they are theoretically grasped in advance, In this way,hie
exposition itself becomes involved in contradictions; foT,
on the one hand, it asoribes to the nasses a correot mode
of action in spite of inadejuate theoretical recognition,
and on the other it denies the possibility of succese to
any action which 18 not theoretically grasped., Even though
Conze, more than other authors, may attribute great impor-
tance to the mass, still after all he holds fast to that
position which makes the historical movement dependent on
the development of the Bocialist ideology. On this basis,
in considering the unity of opposites and in illustrating

gyl

fhe statement that no truth is without error, and no er-
ror without truth, he then arrives at the untenable pos-
ition that the labor movement had to learn from Fascism,
juet as Fascism was able to win only bscause it learned
from thé ladbor movement. The competitive strugzle within
capitalism for mastery over the workers is here confused
with the strugzle for the setting asiie of the present
mode of production, a struggle which presupposes the sclf-
emancipation of the workers,In other words, contradiotious
within capitaliem are zixed up with the contradiction be-
tween Capital and Labor., The work accordingly suffers rron
weaknesscs and inconsistencies,

Conze's frequently literal carryirzg over of dialeotical
postulates onto the various problems culminates in the
agsertion that "scientific thought knows no certainty,
but only varying degrees of probability. To be cocksure
is to be unscientifio"., This statement is at the same time
its own devaluation, for, assuming that Conze's thought is
"gcientific", one canuot be "certain" either that "scien-
tific thought knows no certainty". But the limits wiiich
Conze set for himself do not permit a wmore exhaustive crit-
ical considcration of his position either oa the yuestion
of prediction or on the other phases of his book. As what
%t groposes to be, however, it deserves most extensive at-
ention,

Uphoff, Walter, H. - The Kbhler Strike, Its Socio-
Economic Causes an ects, - Chas,H.,Kerr & Co.

Chicago, 1935. (139 pp., $1.50)

Ar, Uphoff's study is concerned with the strike that took
place in the Kohler & Zohler firm of Wisconsin in 1G34%,
when it created something of a sensation., This company,en-
gaged in the manufacture of heating systems, tath tubs,
earthenware, etc.,, and employing a few thousard workers,
became noted for its allegedly exemplary social policy.By
way of life insurance, reduction of workinz hours, organi-
zation of leisure time, and especially thru ite support of
housing cooperatives, Kohler & Xohler acGuired the reputa-
tion of being a model of a healthy relation between employ-
ers and workmen. The crisis and the long-drawn-out depres-
8ion made it necessary for the compaay to cut wages, to in-
tToduce rationalization, to turn off workers, and transfor-
ued the advantages accruing to the workers from the housing
PO%loy into a burden, The NRA and the well-known "Section
(A" 1ed in the Kohler shops, as elsewhere, to the building
of a uiion., Kohler thought to destroy this union by forming
& Company union., A strike set in for recopgnition of the
Union's right to negotiate regarding rates of pay, and for
Wage demands. It soon destroyed the "Kohler legend".Kohler
Combatted the workers in the most hrutal manner, with ex-
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tortion, bribery, terror, death, The causes, development
and end of the strike, the role of the neutral legal agen-
cies, the attitude of the workers, are pointed out by
Uphoff in all essential details, supported by documentary
evidence and illuminated frcm the most varied points of
view. His study is a valuable contribution for purposes

of soocial research,
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