apparent in the attitude of the Trotzky Fourth Interna-
tional in the Italian-Ethiopian war, when it calls for
the defeat of Italy in favor of Ethiopian victory. How
much greater will be the influence of this fear on the
olicies of these groups if their own democratic country
ig threatencd by the fascist or Wational Socialist enemy.
And when the fascist enemy is strengthened or assured of
victory by the class struggle against the internal bour-
geoisie, we can safely prediot that these groups will re-
coil from the consequerices of such action. But the war
will intensify suffering and misery until they are un-
pearable, and eventually foroces the masses to resist.Then
it becomes clear that the immediate enemy is within the
country. The resistance of the working class grows and
leads to mass movements, Then 1t will become apparent to
what extent the essential character of this mass movement
is understood by tne worksrs, for on this largely depends
the outcome of the movement, The more the workers realize
that mass movements, directed and carried out by the work-
ers themselves, are not mere actions of misery and desper-
ation, but at the same time contain all elements of com-
munist society, the more revolutionary will these move-
ments become. They then aim directly at the overthrow of
the bourgeoisie and the rule of the workers! councils,

The task of the revolutionary workers, inseparable from
the task of the working clase as a whole, i8 clear.He who
has freed himeelf from the magic formula, general strike,
as the first step in the social revolution, who has fin-
ished with Leninism and its "defence of the independence
of oppressel rations", who realizes that the prevention

of war is possible only if the working class seizes power,
and who is indifferent whether the internal bourgeoisie orT
the "enemy" are victors in the war, for him the matter is
clear,

The workers in all countries, freed from the old movement
with ite demooratio and other illusions, have only one

goal: the daevelopment and strengthening of the independent
mass movement of thé workers in the whole world--in peace

as well as in war--until the masses of the proletariat have

seized all social functions and thus duild the comrunist
society throughout the world.

(Taken From RAETE KORRESPONDENZ)
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’ By the Groups of Council Communists of America
gI The period of progressive cap blishers of Council Correspondence see in E
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talist development The'p
is historically closed. The decline period of capi- the acting self-initiative of the workers and in the
tal, a permanent condition of crisis, compels to  growth of their self-consciousness the essential ad-
" ever greater convulsions of economy, to new im- vance of the labor movement. We therefore com-
"';4 perialistic and military conflicts, to ever increas- bat the leadership policy of the old labor move-
'y ing unemployment and to general and absolute  ment, and call upon the workers to take their fate
| impoverishment of the workers. Thus is given the in their own hands, to set aside the capitalist
{ ;’#iGCﬁVQ'Si{P?ﬁO" f?r_ the €°"";L""'“ rek{oluholn " mode of producfion'and themselves to administer

e capitalist countries. For the working class, 4 . g i

there i‘s’ only the revolutionary way ouf, which and direct production and distribution in accord-

ag

leads to the communist society. No one can de-  ance with social rules having universal validity.
prive the workers of this task, which must be As a fighting slogan and statement of goal we
carried out by the class itself. propose:

All power to the workers' councilsl The means of production in the hands of the Workersl

o

ON THE COMMUNIST PARTY.

1.

During the world war small groups in all countries arose,
convinced that out of this ordeal of capitalism, a pro-
letarian revolution must ensue, and they were ready to

‘; prepare for it., They once more took the namne of commun-
! ists, forgotten since the old times of Marx in 1848, to
o identify themselves from the o0ld socialist parties, The

Bolshevik party, then having its center in Switzerland,
E was one of them, After the war had ceased, they united
i into communist parties standing for the proletarian re-
W volution, in opposition to the socialist parties who
T supported the war politics of the capitalist government;
i and represented the submissive, fearful tendencies in
g, the working class, The communist parties gathered all
the young fighting spirit in its ranks,

Contrary to the theory that not in a ruined but only in
a prosperous capitalistic country the workers could
build up a true commonwealth, the communists put forth
the truth that it was the very ruin of capitalist pro-
duction which made a revolution necessary and would in-

cite the working class to fight for revolution with all
ite energy.

Opposing the social-democratic view, that a parliament
chosen by general suffrage was a fair representation of




gociety and the basis of socialism, the communists put
forth the new truth, stated by ilarx and Eng2ls,that the
working class, to attain its aims, had to take power en-
tirely in its own hands, and had to set up its own dio-
tatorship, excluding the oapitalist class from any share
in the government.

In opposition to parliamentarism, they put forth, follow-
ing the Russian example, the soviets or worker's councils.

In the defeated Germany, November 1913, a vigorous com-
munist movement sprang up and united the Spartacus group
and other groups which had secretly grown up during the
war. It was crushed the following January by the counter
revolutionary forces of the sccialist government. This
prevented the rise of an independent, strong communist
power in Germany, animated by the spirit of a highly
developed modern proletariat, therefore the communist
party of Russia entirely dominated the young rising com-
munist groups of the world, They united in the Third In-
ternational, which was directed from Moscow. Now Russia
remained the only center of world revolution; the inter-
ests of the Russian state directed the communist workers
21l over the world. The ideas of Russian Bolshevism dom-
inated the comrmnist parties in the capitalist countriss.

Russia was attacked by the capitalist governments of
Europe and America. In defense, Russia attadked these
governments by inciting the working class to rebellion,
by calling them to world revolution - a communist revo-
lution, not in the future, but as soon as possible. And
if they could not be won for communism, then at least
for opposition to the policy of their governments.Hence
the communist groups were forced to go into parliament
and to go into trade unions, to drive them as an oppos-
ing force against their capitalist governments.

World revolution was the great battle ory. Everywhere

in the world, in Europe, Asia, America, among the op-
pressed classes and the oppressed peoples, the call was
heard and workers arose, They were animated by the Rus-
sian example, feeling that now thru the war,capitalism
was shaken from its foundations, that it was weakened
8till more by the economic disorders and crisis, They
were just small minorities, but the masses of the work-
ers stood waiting, looking with sympathy towards Russia,
hesitating still because their leaders said that the
Russians were a backward people and because the ocapital-
ist papers spoke of atrocities and predicted an inevi-
table and rapid breakdown., These very infamies of the
capitalist press, however, showed how much the example
was hated and feared.

- e

Was a communist rovoluticn possible? Could the working
class corquer powsr and defeat capitalism in England,
France and America? Certainly not. It had not the
strength that was nseded, Perhaps in Germany only.

What ouzht to have been done then? The communist revo-
lution, the victory of ths working class, is not a
matter of a few years; it is a whole period of rising
ard fighting. This crisis of capitalism could only be
the starting point for this period. Thec task of the
communist party was to build up the power of the work-
ing class in this period step by step. This perhaps is
a long way, but there is no other,

The Russian Bolshevik leaders did not understand world
revoluticn in this way. They meant it to come immediate-
ly, in the near future. That which had happened in Rus-
sia, why could it nct happen in other countries? The
workers there had only to follow the example of their
Russian comrades, In Russia, a firmly organized party
of some ten thousands of rsvolutionists, by ueans of a
working class of hardly a million, within the popula-
tion of a hundred =z2illions, had conquered power, and
afterwards by the right platform it stocd for ani by
defending their interests, it won the masses to its side,

In the same way the rest of the world communist parties
comprising the most eager class oonscious, able and en-
ercetic minorities of the working class, l2d by capable
leaders, could conjuer political power if only the mass
of the workers would follow them. Were not the capital-
ist governments ruling mirorities also?

The whole of the working class which now suffers from
this minority rule has only to back the Communist Party
to vote for it, to ite call, and the party will do the
real work., It i1s the vanguard, it attacks, it defeats
the capitalist government and replaces it, and when in
power it will carry thru comzunism, just as in Russia.

And the dictatorship of the working olass? It is em-
bodied in the dictatorship of the Communist Party, just
a8 in Russia,

Do as we did! This was the advice, the call, the dir-
ective given by the Bolshevik party to the Comuunist
Parties of the world. It was based upon the idea of
ejuality of Russian conditions with the conditions in
Capitalist countries, The conditions, however, were so
widely different that hardly any resemblance could be
seen, Russia stood on the threshold of capitalism, at
the beginning of industrialism, The zreat capitalisi
countries stood at the close of industrial capitalism,
Hehce the goals were entirely different. Russia had to
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be raised from primitive barbarism to the high level of
produotivity reached in America and Europe. This could
only be done by a party, governing the people,o®zanizing
gtate capitalism. America and Europe with their high
1evel of capitalist productivity have to transform them-
gselves to communist production. This can onky be done by
the common effort of the working class in its entirety,

The working class in Russia was a small minority and
nearly the whole population consisted of primitive pea-
gants. In England, Germany, France and America nearly
half or even more than half of the population consisted
of proletarians, wage workers., In Russia there was a
very small, insignificant capitalist class without muqh
power or influence. In Englard, Germany, France, America
a capitalist class more powerful than the world had ever
seen, dominated society, dominated the whole world.

The Communist Party leaders, by proclaiming that they
(the party) should be able to begt the capitalist class,
ghowed by this very assertion that they did not see the
real power of this class, By setting Russia as the ex-
ample to be followed, not only in heroism and fighting
spirit, but also in methods and aims, they betrayed
their inability to seec the difference between the Rus-
sian Czarist rule and the capitalist rule in Europe and
America.,

The capitalist class with its complete domination of the
economic forces, with its money power, its intellectual
power, does not allow a minority group to vanquish and
destroy it. No party, though led by the ablest leaders,
can defeat it. There is only one power strong enough

to vanquish this mighty class., This pewer is the working
class,

The essential basis of capitalist power is its economic
ower., No political laws issued from above can serious-
y affect it. It can only be attained by another eco-

nomic power, by the opposing class, striking at its very

roots. It is the entirety of the workers who have to
come into the field, if capitalism is to be overthrown.

At first sight this appeal to the whole of the working
class may appear illusionary. The masses, the majority,
are not clearly class conscious; they are ignorant as

to social development; they are indifferent to the revo-
lution, They are more egotistic for personal interests
than for solidarity for class interests, submissive and
fearful, seeking futile pleasures., Is there much differ-
ence between such an indifferent mass and a pepulation
as in Russia? Can anything be expected from such a people
rather than from that class conscious, eager, energetioc,
self-sacrificing, clear minded communist minority?

ot THRE

This, however, is only relevent if it should be a ques-—
tion of a revolution of tomorrow, as conceived by the
communist party.

For the real proletarian revolution, not the superficial
chance character of today, is essential, which is deter-
mined by the present surrounding capitalist world. The
real communist ravolution depends on the deeper essen-
tial class nature of the proletariat,

The working class of Europe and America have qualities
in itself that enable it to rise with a great force.
They are decendants of a middle class of artizans and
farmers who for many centuries have workéd their own
8o0il or their own shop as frece people. They therefore
aquired skill and independence, capability and a
strong individuality to act for themselves, persistent
industry and the habit of psrsonal energy in work. These
Qualities the modsrn workers have inherited from their
ancestors, Dominated thereafter during one or more gen-
erations by capitalism, they were trained ty the mach-
ine to regular intensity and discipline in collective
work, And after the first deprecssion there grew in
them, during continual fighting, the new rising virtue
of solidarity and class unity.

On these foundations the future greatness of the revo-
lutionary class will be built up, I:. Europe and in Am-
erica there are hundreds of millions of people who
possess these qualities, The fact that as yet they
8till stand before their task, that they have not yet
finished it, that they hardly made a beginning, does
not mean that they are not able to perform it. None
other than their own power can tell them how to act;
they have to find their way themselves by hard suffer-
ing and bitter experience, They have brains and they
have hearts to find out and to do it and build up that
Class unity out of which the new mankind will arise,

They are not a neutral indifferent mass that does not
count when a revolutionary minority tries to overthrow
the ruling capitalist minority. As long as they do not
actively take part, the revolution cannot be won; but
When they do take part, they are not the people to be
led iy obedience by a party.

Certainly a party in its asocendance consists of the
Class' best elements, exoeeding the mass as a whole,

Its leaders usually are the prominent forces in the
party, embodying the great aime in thair names, admired,
hated, honored, They stand at the front and when a great
fight is lost, its great leaders are destroyed,the party
is crushed, Knowing this, the secondary leaders, or the
party officials, will often shrink from the supreme



fight, from the boldest aime. The working class itself
can be defeated, but it can never be crushed., Its

forces are indomitable; its roots are in the firm earth;
as growing green turf, the ¥looming tops which are mown
always come up anew, The workers can temporarily desist
from fighting when weakened, but their forces increase
continually. A party that follows them in their retreat
cannot recover, it must lose its character and repudiate
its principles; it is lost forever, A party, a group,
leaders, have limited force which is entirely spent,is
sacrificed in honor, or in dishonor in the events of

the class struggle; the class itself draws upon an un-
limited store.

Prominant leaders can show the way, parties in their
principles and platforms can express the ideas, the
aims of the class only temporary, At first the class
follows them, but then it has to pass them up,putting
up bolder aims, higher ideas, conforming to the widen-
ing and deepening of the class struggle. The party
tries to keep the class at its former lower level, at
its more moderate aims, and has to be discarded. The
doctrine that a party stands above the class, that it
should remain the leader always, being theorctically
false, in practice means strangling the class and lead-
ing it to ite defeat.

We will show how in the comnmunist party this doctrine
after its first glorious ascendance 1led to rapid decay.

1 R

These are the principles leading the communist party
and determining its practice: the party has to win dic-
tatorship, to oconquer power, to make revolution,and by
this to liberate the workers; the workers have to fol-
low, to back the party and to bring it to power.

Hence its direct aim is: to win the masses of ths work-
ers as adherents, to bring them to its side; not to
make them good independent fighters, able to find and
to force their own way.

Parliamentary action is one of the means, Though the
C.P., declared that parliamentarism was useless for the
revolution, still it went into parliament; this was
called'revolutionary parliamentarism!, to demonstrate

in parliament the uselessness of parliamentarism., In
reality it was a means to get votes and voters,follower®
of the party. It served to detract the worker's votes
from the socialist party. Numerous workers who were dis-
illusioned by the capitalist policy of social-democracy,
who wished to stand for revolution, were won over by the
big talk and the furious criticiems of the C,P, against

capitalism, Now this policy opened a new way for them,
to stick to their old belief that by voting only and
following leaders, this time better leaders, they would
be liberated, These famous revolutionists, who in Russia
had founded the State of the workers, told them this
easy way was the right way.

Another means was trade unionism., Though the C,P, de-
clared the unions useless for the revolution, yet the
communists had to become members of them in order to
win the unions for communism. This did not mean the
making of the union members into clearly class conscious
revolutionists; it meant the replacing of the "corrupt"
0ld leaders by Communist Party men. It meant the Party
controlling the ruling class machine of the uniogs,that
it might command the big armies of union members, Of
course the o0ld leaders were not willing to give way;
they simply excluded the red opposition groups.Then new
"red" unions were formed,

Strikes are the schools for communism, When the workers
are on strike, fighting the capitalist class face to
face, then they learn the real power of capitalism;they
see all its forces directed against them. But then they
realize more fully the necessary force of solidarity,
the necessity for unity., They are more keen to under-
s8tand, and their spirit is eager to learn. What they
learn is the most important lesson, and that is that
Communism is the only salvation.

The Communist Party varied this truth according to its
principles in each strike that it was present to take
part, or rightly to take the lead., The direction must
be taken out of the hands of the trade union leaders,
Who do not have the right fighting spirit. The workers
S8hould lead themselves. The réason for this statement
was because the working slass, as you know, is repre-
Sented by the C,P., therefor the Party shoutd lead them.
Each success was used to advertise the Party. Instead
of the communist education, which is a natural outcome
of each big fight in capitalism, came the artificial

aim: to inordase the influence of the party on the
masses,

Instead of the natural lesson, that communism is the
Salvation, came the artificial lesson that the commun-
18t party is the saviour. By its revolutipnary talk,
they caught and absorbed all the eager fighting spirit
of the strikers, but diverted it to its own aims.

Quarries whioch were ifrjurious to the workers' cause
Were often the result.

A continual fight was made against the social democratio
party to detract its followers from it by oriticism of
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its politics., Their leaders were denounced and were
called by the most spicy names as accomplices of capi-
tal and traitors of the working class. Doubtlessly, a
serious, oritical exposition showing that social democ-
racy had left the way of class struggle will oper the
eyes of many workers., But now, all at once, the scene
changed and an alliance was offered to these 'traitors!
for a common fight against capitalism., This was called
solemnly "the unity of the working class restored". In
reality it would have been nothing but the temporary
collaboration of two competing groups of leaders, both
trying to keep or win obedient followers.

To win followers and votes, it is not necessary to call
upon the working class alone, All the poor classes liv-
ing miserably under capitalism will hail the new and
better masters who promise them freedom. So they did as
the socialist party did; the communist party addressed
ite propaganda to all who suffer,

Russia gave the example, The Bolshevik Party, though a
worker 's party, had won power only by their alliance

with the peasants. When, once in power, they were

thraatened by the capitalist tendencies in the wealthy {
peasants, they called upon the poor peasants as the al-

lies of the workers, Then the C,P, in America and Europe

always imitating Russian slogans directed their appeals

to the workers and the poor peasants also., It forgot

that in highly developed countries of capitalism there

lives in the poor peasants the strong spirit of private
ownership the same as in the big farmers, if they could

be won over by promises they would be but unreliable al-

lies ready to desert at the first contrariety. g

The working class in its revolution can only rely upon

its own force. Other poor classes of society will often

Jjoin them, but they ocannot give additional weight of im- 3
portance because the strong innate force which proletar- 3
ian solidarity and master ship over production gives to
the working class is lacking in them, Therefore,even in {
rebellion, they are uncertain and fickle. What can be i
aimed at is that they will not be tools in the capital- i
ists' hands, This cannot be obtained by promises.Promis-
e8 and platforms count with parties, but classes are '
directed by deeper feelings and passions founded on in- =
terests, They can be reached only when their respect r
and their confidence is aroused because they see that
the workers bravely and energetically attack the capi-
talist class.

The matter is different for a communist party wishing
to win power for itself. All the poor who suffer under
capitalism are equally as good as followers of the

party. Their despair, seeing no sure way out by their

-

own force, makes them the right adherents to a party
that says it liberates them. They are apt to break out
in explosions but not to climb in continuous fight, In
the heavy world crisis of these last few years the in-
creasing masses of the regularly unemployed, in which
the need and the idea of a rapid immediate world revo-
lution became dominant, also turged to the communist
party. Especially by means of this army , the C.P.
hoped to conquer political supremacy for itself.

The communist party did not try to increase the power
of the working class. It did not educate itc adherents
to clearness, to wisdom, to unity of all workers.It ed-
ucated them into enthusiastic but blind, hence fanati-
cal, believers and followers; into obedient subjects of
the party in power. Its aim was not to make the working
class strong, but to make the party powerful, Because
its fundamental ideas originated from primitive Russian,

not from highly developed capitalistic European and Am-
erican conditions,

When a party wishes to win followers with &1l means and
cannot attract them by arousing their interest in revo-
lution, then it will try to win them by appealing to
their reactionary prejudices., The strongest feeling
which capitalism awakes and raises with all its might
against revolution is nationalism, When in 1923 French
troops occupied the Rhineland and everywhere in Germany
the waves of nationalism went high, the C,P, also play-
ed the nationalistic game trying %o compete with the
Capitalistic parties, In the Reichetag it proposed a
companionship of the communist drmed forces, the "red
guards", with the German capitalist army (Reichwehr).
Here international politics played a part. Russia, at
that time hostile to the western victorious governments,
tried to make an alliance with Germany, hence the German

communist party had to make friends with its own capital-
ist government.

This was the chief character of all the communist par-
ties affiliated to the Third International; they were
directed by Moscow by the Russian communist leaders,so
they were the tools of Russian foreign policies.Russia
Was 'all the workers fatherland', the center of commun-
ist world revolution., The interest of Ruseia should be
the prominent interest of the communist workers all
over the world, It was clearly stated by the Ruesian
leaders that when a capitalist government should be the
ally of Russia against other powers, the wcrkers in
that country had to stand by their government, They had
to fight their government, in other countries.The class
8truggle between the capitalist and the workers class
had to be made subordinate to the temporary needs and
fortunes of Russian foreign politics,
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fighters were educated into rowdies instead of educating
them to become real communists, When the national revolu-
tion came, when national violence proved too far stronger

Its dependence on Russia, materially and spiritually,
is at the root of all the weakness of the communist

party. All the ambiguities in tl.e Russian development
are reflected in the position of the C,P, The Russian
leaders have to tell their subjects that their state-
capitalistio building-up of industrialism is the build-
ing-up of communism., Hence each new factory or electric
power plant is hailed in the comnunist papers as a tri-
umph of communism., In order to encourage the minds of
the Russians in perserverance, they were told by their
papers that capitalist was nearly succumbing to a world
revolution and envious of Russia, medivated to make war
with Russia., This was repeated in the communist papers
all over the world, while at the same time Russia was
concludihg commercial treaties with these capitalist
governments, When Russia made alliances with some capi-
talist states and took part in their diplomatic Quar-
rels, the communist papers glorified this as a capitu-
lation of the capitalist world before communism., The
papers continually advertised Russian 'communism' be-
fore the workers of the world.

Russia is the great exasple; hence the Russian example

has to be imitated in the communist party. Just as in

Russia,the party has to dominate the class.In the Rus-

sian party the leaders dominate because they have all

the power factors in their hande., In the same way the

C.P, leaders dominate, The members have to show 'disci-
pline!', Moscow, the "comintern" (Central Committee of

the Third International) are the higheet leaders; at

their command the leaders in every country are dismis-

sed and replaced by others,

It is natural that in the other countries there are
doudts that arise among the workers and members as to
the rightness of these Russian methods. But such oppo-
sition was always beaten down and excluded from the
party. No independent judgment was allowed; obedience
was demanded,

After the revolution the Russians had built up a "red
army" to defend their freedom against the attacks of
the "white armies", In the same way the German C, P,
formed a "red guard", bodies of armed young communists,
to fight against the armed nationalists,

It was not simply a workers army against capitalism,
but also a weapon against all the adversaries of the
C.P; Wherever oppositions arose at meatings and other
workers criticised the party politics, the red gzuards
at the command of their leaders were to deal with
them, with maltreatment. Not opening their brains,but
breaking their skulls was the method employed against
criticising fellow-workers, Thus young and eager
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and more irresistable than comrmunist violence, numerous
young workers who had learned nothing but to beat their
leaders' adversaries, at once changed their colors and
became just as zealous nationalists as they were before
zealous communists,

Thru the glory that radiated from the Russian revolu-
tion, thru its own gallant talk, the C,P, assembled
year by year all the ardent enthusiastic young workers
under its colors, These young workers were uRed either
in idle sham fights or spilt into useless party poli-
tics; all these valuable qualities were lost to the
revolution, The best of them, disillusioned, turned
their back on the party and tried to find new ground
in founding separate groups,

Looking pbackward, we see the world war, as a culmination
of capitalist oppression, arouse the revolutionary
8pirit of the workere everywhere, Barbarous Russia, as
the weakest of the governments, fell at the first stroke,
and as a bright meteor the Russian revolution rose and
shone over the earth, It was another revolution than the
workers needed, Its dazzling light, first filling them
with hope and force, blihded them, so that they did not
8ee their own way. Now they have to recover and to turn
their eyes towards the dawn of their own revolution.

The communist party cannot recover, Russia is making
its peace with the capitalist nations and taking its
place among them with its own econopic system,The com-
munist party inseparably linked to Russia is doomed
to live on sham fighting, OpvositioR groups split off
ascribing the decay to false tactice of some particu-
lar leaders, to diversify from the right principles.In
vain; the basis of the downfall lies in the principles
themselves,

-J.H.-

--------------------------
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DICTATORSHIP OF THE INTELLECTUALS?
(Critical Remarks on the Reflections of iax Wonad)
Ty

The historical development being extremely complicated,
the historians are free to select the most various
starting-points. The marxist interpretation is baseq
on the growth of the social forces of production; his-
tory is here a history of class struggles. The fact
that the Marxists have devoted more attention to the
essential facteors of history and gladly left to the
novelists and biographers the task of drawing in the
"human-all-too-human" factors which it likewise indub-
itably contains--a defect which is at the same time a
virtue, as being a manifestation of methodical and ra-
tional thinking--is over and over again.selzed upon by
ecritics and employed as an argument against :arxism,0f
course, the refutation of such criticism presents no
difficulties; it merely becomes necessary to consider
afterwards the unessential accompanying manifestations
which nad been neglected, a matter which is the easier
the better one knows the truly decisive factors here
at work.

One can write a history of class struggsles in which the
internal and personal strivings and group struggles
within the real class contests are left out of account.
In this case, one has not said everything, to be sure,
but he has said the most important. One can,conversely,
because he has a more romantic idea of matters and also
because he may want a larger circle of readers,write an
extremely colorful history which does not pass beyond
the reflections of the phenomena in the brains of the
acting personages, a history which in its concern with
the narrower personal strivings forgets the broader so-
cial factors, This latter procedure is not only a con-
cession to the prevailing ideology, but also facilitates
the task of the writer himself; in this way he is in a
position to present the course of history in a manner
which has the appearance of being logical, while he
himself is not required to possess any thoro knowledge
of economiocs and sociology, but may rely exclusively
upon his "knowledge of human nature", which in turn
rests largely upon knowledge of orne self,

It is no doubt possible to note throughout the course
of history that the shrewd have continually outwitted
the stupid, that deceivers were deceived, that in all
previous class societies individuals and groups have
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struggled for political power to the end of securing
material advantages and that the broad masses thereby
involved merely constituted the springboard of the suc-
cessful; that hitherto, insofar as the poor themselves
were concerned, the change of times merely brought them
repeatedly a change of exploiters, It is true that in
this way history is regarded superficially; that is,the
external phenomena are confused with the essence of
things. Still, it is possible to pass off such an his-
torical glossary as factual material whic is incon-
testigle and thereby pay compl iments to "good common
sense",

There are half-truths which are really such, and other
half-truths which if not further developed become non-
sense. If one sees in the history of the past and pres-
ent nothing more than struggles for privileges--struggles
limited for the most part still to the political instru-
ments of power and generally not coinciding with the
positions of economic power but dependent on and con-~
trolled by the latter--if one isolates these struggles
from the real class-struggles whose basis is necessar-
ily economico-sociological and not individual-egoistioc,--
in such a case one cannot fail to see in the coming de-
velopment nothing more than the repetition of past his-
tory, and "good common sense" is served once more with
the popular ejaculation: "Thus it has been, thus it is
and thus it will remain".And in this way one finds him-
gelf in the comfortable position of the sceptic, who--
granted, of course, that this philosophy does not stand
in the way of his continued existence--finds the world
all the more agreeable the lousier it is, and for whom
the whole of history has no other raison d'etre than to
confirm the correctness of his position,

The ideological, generalizing interpretation of history
which is characterized by lack of recognition of the de-
cisive factors here at work, that is, the development

of the productive forces, and which is compelled to have
recourse to such things as the "nature" of human beings,
things which are no less changeable than the social or-
ders themselves, offers the working class practically
and theoretically nothing with which their vital prob-
lems could be solved, Since there will still for a very
long while be "stupid" and "clever" perscns, and since
even after economic equality has been attained some

time will still be required before there is any like-
lihood of intellectual equality, there is no foresseing
on this basis when the struggle against exploitation
will lead to more than a change of exploiters.The Ques-
tion of who exploits the workers, hcwever, is something
which they can afford to disregard; their goal and need
is the abolition of any and all exploitation. The con-
solation which seeks to base itself on the possibility
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of a permanent economic opposition on the part of the
oppressed is only a half-consclation, since this con-
tinued class-struggle, even if not forever, still for
fairly long stretches of time can be prevented precise-
1y thru the employment of the instruments of power in
the hands of the rulers; a state of affairs which makes
it permissidnle to envisage the prospect that,under cer-
tain circumstances, long generations may be deprived of
any possibility of modification of their wretched con-
dition. Thus while the purely ideological interpreta-
tion of history offers no explanation of the past, and
is incapable of seeing beyond the present, s8ince all
its presuppositions are bound to remain speculative,so
likewise on the basis of that conception the present-
day class struggle can be neither theoretically or
practically furthered,

L1

Marxism sees in the opposition between Capital and Labor
the great contradiction of present-day society, a con-
tradiction thru which it is finally doomed to go under,
Within this great, comprehensive contradiction, which
can be abolished only thru the setting aside of capital-
ism, narrower contradictions arise, exist and pass away,
all of which must be considersd in the framework of the
former., One of these many contradictions is that between
intellectual and manual labor, a contradiction which is
at the same time an expression of two different modes of
life and hence of differences of interests. As to how
far this narrower contradiction is capable of modifying,
in the course of time, theories which relate to the
greater contradiction between Capital and Labor,and the
extent to which this narrower contradiction itself under
goes transformations, can be determined only thru ever
renswed investizations of the concrete situations, The
relaticn between manual and intellectual labor shifts

in the same Way as the relation between Capital and
Labor proceeds toward its abolition.,

The problem of the intellectuals is very closely bound
up with that of the middle class, by which the greater
part of the intellectuals is furnished, It has affected
the labor movement from the beginning, and in the course
of time it has called forth the most varying appraisals.
And yet there was never a time when the uproar about
this question was so great as at present, and this clam-
or is made by none other than the iatellectuals them-
selves, The seewing importance of this social group is
in reality, however, merely a matter of excessive self-
esteem which must become the greater and more necessary
in the proportion to which tkhis stratum loses -in impor-
tance. We have to do here, as a matter of fact, merely
with the reaction of the intellectuals to their social
depreciation, L
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We have no intention, within the limits of these notes,
of taking up the problem of the intellectuals in its
whole extent, but wish to concern ourselves only with
a certain position on the subject, namely, with the
view which today finds expression in the writings of
Max Nomad. Being an intellectual himself, Nomad shares
with his group colleagues the present-day tendency to
overrate the importance of the intellectuals,and which
at the same time im an overrating of the importance of
the middle class, The marxianly oriented labor movement
is to Nomad essentially a movement of declassed middle
elements and upstart self-educated workers who are
striving for privileged social positions, and see in
their intellectual capacities their "capital®™ which is
to help them to that end. The broad working masses, on
the other hand, serve these elements, in their selfish
ambitions, merely as a means,

The fact that the first industrial and social reforms
were demanded and in part put thru by far-sighted bour-
geois, not in opposition to but in the interest of a
profitable and rational economy, gave rise to the idea
that the middle class was presented with the task and
the possibility of becoming an attorney in matters of
social jusiice, Intellectuals stemming from the middle
class have also over and over again sought to accomo-
date themselves to this idea., The slow but sure process
of elimination of the early-capitalist middle class,
thru the caritalist development, aroused the social
sense of ite intelligent elements, and the new intel-
lectual and administrative functions arising thru the
Bame process brought parts of the middle class into
vositions which provided them with a larger social
perspective, Their better schooling with respect to

the workers enabled them to usurp the more agreeable
phases of the social division of labor;and the colos-
8al "intellectual superstructure" which the expanding
capitalist woric had had %o shape for itself,ihe enor-
mous number of parasitical bubt capitalistically neces-
sary social institutions which increased in proportion
a8 capital accumulated, created a broad stratun of in-
tellectual workers who, tho stemming from the midéle
class, yet soon became differentiated from it.The *iib-
eral" professions, which could still afford the luxury
of liberality, and the more complicated industrial pro-
fessions whose importance was increasing with the pro-
gress of technics,--engineers, chemists, managers, etc.-
8oon came to form a socially important stratum whose
S8ignificance was recognized in the labor movement as
well, Even the legal reform movement of the workers as-
Bured a part of the intelligenzia new possibilities of
existence, socialist ideas acquired a market value,and
many persons succeeded in makihg of socialism a career
Without the necessity of being paid by organizations.
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While there were individual instances of impoverishment
among these elements, and other instances in which in-
tellectuals succeeded in making the leap into the ranks
of the bourgeoisie, still the group itself is neither
jidentical with the genuine proletariat nor can it fully
identify its interests with those of the bourgsoisis,
While to most of them reliance upon the bourgeoisie is
a vital necessity, a smaller part is permitted the lux-
ury of having a "conviction", that is, of coming out
for socialism which is designed to do away with the in-
telledtuals as & special social stratum. The ascendancy
of the class struggle between Capital and Labor in the
present-day economic system compels the middle class to
decide for one or the other; in either case it has to
fall in with strivings which are foreign to itself; a
matter in which it can never be wholly successful. Even
tho certain of them actually succeed in overcoming the

inner and outer petty-bourgecis restrictions still cling-

ing to them and in playing a truly valuable part in the
class struggle, still the influence of the group as a
whole upon the labor movement is an unwholesome one,Its
world is not the world of the proletariat; it can no
more disregard its own necessities than the proletariat
is capable of renouncing its with immunity.

There is no doubt that the intrusion of petty-bourgeois
elements, the intellectuals, was one of the causes of
t/'e degeneration of the labor movement, This degenera-
tion had first become possible, however, only as a re-
sult of the capitalist-imperialistic upswing which ren-
dered reformiem not only possible but also necessary.In
this period, only a labor movement constantly growing
more "corrupt" was capable of existing and it was only
for this reason that the intellectuals were ready and
in a position to take over its ideological leadership.

Mass organizations in non-revolutionary times ars of
necessity reformistic, and any reformist organization
is possible only thru the existence of an intellectual
and organizational bureaucracy., Laws are not made in
factories, wage contracts are discussed over the green
table. The negotiators have to be schooled;the average
worker is no match in this field for the contracting
party on the capitalist side., He nmeds representativesg
needs intellectuals, needs the bureaucracy; and the
greater the scope of the reformist activity,the greater
must become also the bureaucratic apparatus of the la-
bor movement, and the more importance attaches to the
intellectuals., Parliamentarism needs clevér speakers,
the trade-union horse-trading needs persons versed in
the law, the legalism of demo cracy needs representa-
tives schooled in the national economy. In brief, 'if
one engages in politics within the framework of capi-
talism, he needs capitalist politicians,
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Anyone who did not wish the degeneration of the old
labor movement was obliged to speak out against reform-
ism. Anyone wanting to do away with the bureaucracy was
obliged to quit asking for practical resulie,and remain
a sectarian, an example of coneistent though untimely
thinking., Reformism was the labor policy within the
framework of ocapitalism on the upgrade. Revolutiorary
ideas could not seize the masses;the historical "short-
sightedness" of the workers corresponded best to their
immediate interests, Anyone who desired to play a part
during this period was obliged to be & rebel and rene-
gade at the same time, The breaking away from the tra-
ditional ideology and the acceptance of new ideas re-
ceiving lip service in the labor movement was permiss-
ible only to the rebellious natures among the middle
class; if they wanted to play a role, however, they had
to bécome renegades. To the self-educated workers
striving for positions within the labor movement, only
the same possibilities stood open. Even though they did
not solve the "social Juestion", still at least they
solved their own problem, It was not so much the "nature"
of these people,--this nature is the nature of all human
beings, --but rather the possibility of employing this
nature gainfully and corrupting it safely,which enabled
renegadism to become the fashion, This corruption was

in strict conformity with the temporary interests of the
m.eses represented by these leaders,

Capitalism in the various stages of its development has
continually produced rebels, and just as necessarily
converted them, with few exceptions, into renegades,
This was only the refleotion, within the labor move-
ment, of the movement of the middle class itself,which
was destroyed and at the same time formed anew. The
8truggle of the workers against the intellectuals could
Practically be only a struggle against the labor bureau-
céracy or, as today in Russia, a struggle against state
bureaucracy, The struggle against the intellectuals in
Private-capitalist countries has meaning only so long
88 there is reformist activity and reformist organiza-
tions, that is, only so long as it is ineffective;for,
a8 already stated, reformism is the realistic labor
olioy under capitalism on the upgrade. At & certain
evel of the decline period of capitalism, a level at
Which there can no longer be any reformist activity or
8ny independent labor organizations, the struggle
against the intellectuals becomes temporarily super-
fluous. It is not until and unless a state-ocapitalist
Tevolution has been successful, it is only then that
the gtruggle against the bureaucracy arnd aence against
the intellectuals is taken up again and with redoubled
ierceness, Any state bureaucracy whose existence is
ased on the mastery over the means of production,and
Which assures this mastery by means of a governmental
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