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period of progressi italist devel t The publishers of Council Cor d see in
is historically closed. The decline period of capi-  the acting self-initiative of the workers and in the
tal, a permanent condition of crisis, compels to. growth of their self-consciousness the essential ad-

ever greater convulsions of economy, fo new im-  vance of the labor movement. We therefore com-
perialistic ahd military conflicts, to ever increas- bat the leadership policy of the old labor move-
ing unemployment and to general and absolute  ment, and call upon the workers to take their fate
'TPW?""I"'.““'. of ff;-e”:leorkers. Th."j is given ":: in their own hands, to set aside the capitalist
h drrinich

mode of production and to

¥ -, ) 0 .
the capitalist countries. For the working class, o4 0t production and distribution in accord-

there is only the revolutionary way out, which

leads to the communist society. No one can de- ~ ance with social rules having universal validity.
prive the workers of this task, which must be As a fighting slogan and statement of goal we
carried out by the class itself. propose:

All power to the workers' councilsl The means of production in the hands of the Workers!

THE LAND OF PROMISE

-- Report from Palestine -~

The reports he i stine general-
1y epegg of %ﬁetbui?ggngiggag%oghéncg%%%ryi%y %ay o
jewish capital and jewish labor, of the resulting pros-
perity, of the more or less uniform participation in
this prosperity by the entire jewish people, and of

the good prosgects for a more and more extensive happy
development, These reports are the more calculated to
arouse comment and hopes as for some time now in the
other countries the lot of the working class and mid-
dle bourgeois elements is an increasingly wretched one,
Thruout the world, as the crisis continues, products
and means of production are being destroyed.Everywhere
unemployment reigns, and the masses are looking for-
ward apathetically to a new world war. Only Palestine,
the ocountry in process of building up, is said to form
an exception,

In Palestine, the moneys of jewish and british capital-
ist8 are being turned to account. Toward Palestine
press the increasingly imEoverished jewish artisans
and workers from Eastern Europe and the U,S.A,, the
arab nomads and peasants, the oriental Jews., With the
8etting in of the crisis and with the advance of mon-
Oopolization, a migration to Palestine arose thru the
growth of Fascism with the acoompanying impoverishment




of the jewish middle stratum, as in Germany, thru
anti-Semitism. In these countries a nationalistic
sent iment takes form among the Jews; and there is

a strengthening of the same sentiment among the Arabs,
among whom a great national movement had existed as
early as 1917,

Zionism or Palestinism, the national movement of the
jewish masses, is divided into various parties, cor-
responding to the class stratification., There are two
democratic-liberal parties, which arose thru the
split in the party of the WGeneral Zionists", The
smaller of the two new parties stands closer to the
fascists, the larger to the labor party. There is a
large fascist party, the "Revisionists", with a few
small splinter groups im its train, Furthermore, a
large clerical party of the "Misrachi", The labor
party (MAPAI) and the "General Federation of Jewish
Labor in the Land of Israel" (Histadruth) are reform-
ist-nationalistic. To these may be added also a re-
formist organization ("HashomerHazair") made up of
the members of the agrarian labor communes; various
youth organizations; and a women's organization("Wizo").

All these groups advocate immigration ¢f the Jews of
all countries to Palestine, This immigration is opgos-
ed only by the illegal group of the Comintern (PCP).

Palestine is bounded on the west by the Mediterranean
Sea, on the north by Mount Lebanon, on the east by
the River Jordan and on the south by the desert of
Sinai, It has an area of about 10,000 square milas,

From west to east, Palestine is divided into three
plains which run approximately parallel to the sea-
coast. In the west, the fertile lowland; in the mide
dle, the highlands; and in the east, the Jordan de-
pression, The central highlands attain an elevation
of 2500 feet, The surface of the Dead Sea,into which
ihe fordan issues, lies about 1300 feet below sea
evel,

Within the Ottoman Empire, Palestine consisted of a
few administrative districts (vilayets) of the turk-
ish province of Syria. After the War, and the arab
uprising, Palestine was separated from the other arab
countries and made a british mandate territory,which
was to be administered by England umder the League of
Nations. (The same sort of thing occurred with the
northern part of Syria, which was divided into four
parts and placed under a french mandate,)The mandate
over Palestine goes back to the Balfour Declaration,
(November 2,1917), according to which the government
of his british majesty looked with favor upon the.
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establishment in Palestine of "a National Home for
the Jewish people,...it being clearly understood that
nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil
and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communi-
ties in Palestine or the rights and the political
status enjoyed by Jews in any other country",

The goverament for Palestine is located in Jerusalem,
It consists of the High Commissioner and his three
leading officials and the department heads. The govern-
ment is subordinate to the Colonial 6ffice in London,
to which all laws must be submitted for approval. In
Jerusalem is located also the headquarters of the eng-
lish aerial and land troops, Jerusalem is connected
with the two other large cities, Haifa and Jaffa-Tel~
Aviv, by good automobile roads and a railway.

Jaffa is mainly a port for the orange export trade.
Haifa, whose harbor has been improved, is at the same
time a base of the british Mediterranean fleet., Into
Haifa runs the southern arm of the pipe line which
brings the oil from Mosul to the sea; the northern
arm passes thru mandate territory of France, There are
also a few airports of the lines running between Eur-
ope and South Africa and Europe and Eastern Asia.Fur-
ther airports are being planned.

On the eastern noundary of Palestine is the Transjor-
dan, which likewise is administered under an english
mandate, and by the same High Commissioner in Jerusa-
lem. In Trans jordan also "reigns" the Emir Abdullah,
a brother of Feisal., In the southwest, Palestine bor-
ders on Egypt. A railway line connects Cairo by way
of Jaffa with Haifa and Jerusalem; it is joined onto
the Hezaz Railway and has a bus connection with Bag-
dad and Beirut, Palestine is thus an important part
of the British Empire, for communication by water as
well as by land, and--still more importagt today--by
air,

The officially recognized languages are English,Ara-
Bic and Hebrew. English is hardly spoken except by
the higher officials; the rest of the population
Bpeaks Arabic, except for the jewish youth and the
oriental Jews who speak Hebrew, The jewish popula-
tion also speaks the languages of their ocountry of
origin, and mostly Yiddish, The jewish press,however,
comes out in Hebrew,

The population of Palestine, according to the govern-
ment census of Oct,.23,1922,was distributed as follows:
Rural - 329,534; Urban ~ 264,317; Nomads ~ 103,331; a
total of 757,182,
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In 1934, the racial division of the population was
estimated as: Arabs - 70,000, and Jews - 310,000,

The methods of production in Palestine are in part
still biblical in their primitiveness.Among the arab
nomad tribes the closed family economy (clan) is dom-
inant. This form is breaking up, thru sale of animals
and lands, into wage labor, A large part of the arab
agriculture is still reminiscent of the Middle Ages
and Feudalism, The large landed proprietors (effendis)
lease the ground to arab peasants (fellahs),by whom

it has been tilled for long generations, The rental
amounts in general to one-fifth of the yield in king,
The effendi also lends money to the fellahs so that
they may purchase the necessary harvesting implements,
The interest rate ranges up to 150%.

The effendis form a part of the population of the arab
city, insofar as they don't prefer to consume their
revenue, raked in by the overseers, in foreign parts,
Some of them also sell parts of the soil and set wp

on the balance gn intensive plantation economy.In the
measure in which the effendis make the transition from
leasing to running plantations, the fellahs become
wage workers, A 1929 estimate proportions the soil of
Palestine, from the agricultural point of view,as fol-
lows: cultivated - 5515 sdq, km.,, cultivable, but not
cultivated - 3389 sq,km,, uncultivable (forest and
pasture land) - 7750 sq.km., not specified - 3346 sq.
km,, a total of 20,000 sq.km. The balance of 6,000 sq,
km, is probably desert.

The arab city is mainly a trading center, The inhabi-
tants, tradesmen and artisans, are usually also land
owners, 1
The jewish colonization began around 18g0. The first
jewish villages, confronted by economic collapse,were
rescued at the time by a Baron Rothschild thru the
introduction of improved plants and by financial sup-
port. The first Zionist Congress was held in 1897, at
which the goal proclaimed was that of "establishing
for the Jewish people a publicly recognized and leg-
ally secured home in Palestine,"

There is in existence a Jewish National Fund (KKL)
and a Palestine Foundation Fund (KH). The KKL, which
is the central land purchasing agency of the zionist
organization, was brought into being in 1902 for the
purpose of acquiring land as the inalienable property
of the jewish people, The land is purchased from the
arab owners, effendis and families, clans and willage
communities, and often leads to the driving off of
the fellahs from the land of the effendis.In a few
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cases, more recently, the Arabs are left in possess-
ion of smaller surface areas, whioch they are now in-
tensively cultivating with the aid of oredits and
modern implements, In 1934 the XKL possessed an area
of 41,500 hectares. The KH began its activity in the
year 1921; it finances agricultural and urban coloni-
zation, education, immigration, health, religious and
communal institutions. Both funds are subject to the
executive authority and the committee of action, elec-
ted by the Congress whioh mests every two years. The
congress is elected on a dsmocratic basis by the zion-
ist organizations of all countries, and thereby finan-
ced: anyone who pays a shilling has the right to vote
in selecting the delegates. The zionist bodies are
combined with other non-zionist, but still Jjewish,
bodies to form the expanded Jewish Agency,

The jew;ah agricultural activity is divided between
plantation economy, cereal culture and mixed farmigg.
On_the plantations (end of 1934: 15,000 heotares jew-
ish, 10,000 heotares arab) the products are citrus
fruits, almonds and wine, The operation is by estates
(5 ha upward), intensive peasant farms (1.5 to 2.5 ha)
and communes.{l ha is equal to nearly 2.5 acres), In
the mixed farming there is market-gardening, cattle
raising for the production of milk and cheese, and
poultry raising with production of eggs., In this type
of farming, small peasants are dominant, and are
bound together in producers! cooperatives,

The cereals are planted by the approximately 10,000
Workers of the communes and workers' settlements in
the valley of Jezreel and by the peasants in Galilee,
Agricul tural settlements also exist around Haifa,Pe-
tach Tigva, Kefr Saba and the Jewish coloniss, the
owners of which are also engaged as workers and em-
Ployees in the city. It appears, however, that these
auxiliary enterprises are on the way to becoming basic.

g"ing To the large amount of immigration in the last
ew years, there exists in Palestine an increased de-
mand for soil for agrioultural purposes and in the
Cities for constructions, so that land prices are
gonetantly rising and land speculation has assumed an
1normous Scope, Acoording to the palestinian (turkish)
dand law, a fourth of the purchase price must be paid
GOWn and the rest in six months. The realty companies
tooardingly buy up land to the extent of about four
imes their capital. They then split it up into lots
&nd, as is natural in view of the land hunger, sell

t at a very consideravile profit, thus being in a
Position to meet their obligations, When, however,the
and hunger has a relapse--as, for example, thru the
offer of cheap land and the possibility of exploiting
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r labor power on the island of Cyprus, and the
gg;;ggies fail to get the land off their hands,hence
are unable to pay the balance due, the amount paid
down is forfeited and the purchase lapses. The com-
panies have then lost their capital, and thus arises
a possibility of crisis which, in a country where
1and speculation plays such a dominant part,is bound
to have noticeable consequences., The KKL is trying
to eliminate speculation, and gives away its farms
in perpetual lease, But since this Fund (as well as
the KH) exists on gifts and collections, it is unable
to keep pace with the land hunger., For the land hun-
ger, like the immigration itself, is a consequence of
the increasing impoverishment of the jewish masses
and their fear of outright proletarianization.And the
continuing impoverishment is bound to exe;t a res-
training influence upon the money collectlons.B§31des,
the land is in the possession of the feudal nobility
and its prices mount. The money at the disposal of
the KKL ie inadequate, and the Fund finds itself com-
pelled to promote large land purchases of private
companies, in which it acts as an intermediary, Thus
speculation wins more and more influence, and the
land-hungry masses of the arab and jewish country
population are confronted with the task of breaking
the chains of the feudal and capitalist property re-
lations,

The most immediate oconsequence of these conditions

is a building boom, which has been in progress in
Palestine for several years. A part of the raw mater-
ials originates within the country, while lumber and
iron are imported, The cement production in Palestine
had increased in 1934 to 155,000 tons of which only
700 were exported while an additional 148,000 were
imported, P

In existence also are numerous brick factories. In
line with construction, there developed a large in-
dustry for carpentry, locksmith and similar construc-
tion work, The form of operation is generally that

of the workshop: the proprietor as master and about
five workers; modern tools and machines; electricity
for power. The constructions are carried out by
building contractors, who have a staff of special
workers and also engage unskilled workers according
to need., The differentiation between skilled and un-
skilled workers is not as yet very highly developed
in Palestine, since of course the jewish proletariat
is only beginning to take form and had little techni-
cal experience until a few years ago. Even today the
technical training, in line with the pressing demand
for workers, is still very defective and the waste

in production is relatively great. Recently,however,
that demand has declined, and there is forming more

s

and more rapidly an army of unskilled workers who n¢
longer have any prospect, within the existing »roper.
ty relations, of "coming up". And within this army
there is also to be found a constant number of unem-
ployed. That is to say: the different individuals
get work from time to time, and the duration of the
unemployment per man is still slight, but the abso-
lute number remains constant. The panic arising from
the italo-abyssinian conflict has had its effect al-
8o in this particular, increasing the umemployment.
Figures, however, cannot be given since the trade
union, which alone would be in a position to repre-
sent the wemployment statistically, (obviously for

gationalistic reasons ) attadhes no value to the mat-
er.

An important role in the construction industry is
played also by the workers'! cooperatives which appear
as enterprisers., They take contracts, carry out the
construction works and also engage unskilled workers.
All receive the same wage, and the earnings are di-
vided among the members of the cooperative (called
kwuza ), with the exclusion of the wage workers not
belonging to the kwuza., A wage werker can work in the
kwuza for only a maximum of three months, after which
he must either become a member and pay a contribution,
or, since the contribution is usually very high,he is
obliged to leave the job. Thus this rule of the trade
union has an effect the opposite of that professed:
instead of liberating the workers within capitalism
from wage labor, it throws them back every three
months onto the market., The entire jewish bus trans-
port industry likewise is in the hands of such coop-
ératives; and owing to the small railway network, the
bus lines are highly radiated. With the development
of traffic there arose also motor-car works,tho the
engines are still imported. Road construction also

is carried out on a large scale, mainly by the govern-
ment, in part also by the communes.

A water main also is under construction from Ras el
'Ain (Jaffa) to Jerusalem. Its length is about 65
kilometers, and it rises from sea level to a height

of 800 meters, This work is being carried out for the
government by the federation as enterpriser,The Palese
tine Railways maintain very large repair shops in
Haifa, The Palestine Potash Company, an english-jew=
ish concern, has the concession for exploiting the
mineral wealth of the Dead Sea, and is a modern large-
Scale chemical enterprise. Entering upon the premises
of the company is, however, strictly forbidden (it is
Said to be engaged in the manufacture of war toxics).
Factories for the production of artificial silk have
Closed down recently, because it was not possible to
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1ower the wages of the workers sufficiently and be-
cause the working methods could not be fu;ther inten-
gified to withstand the japanese competition.

This entire industry is in general powered w?th-glec-
tricity except for the rural water pumps, which in
part are driwven by Diesel engines, All the elgotric
current for Palestine (apart from Jerusalem) is pro-
duced by the Palestine Electric Corporation, whose
president is the former left social-revolutionary
engineer Rutenberg, known for his participation in
the execution of the priest Gapon. The company oper-
ates the power works with water power and Diesel en-
gines, There is a factory and several smaller work-
shops for machine construction, and an iron foundry.

Joined onto agriculture is a food industry which
makes fruit juices and fruit and vegetable preserves,
The fruit juices are especially an important product
for the Near East, since Islam forbids the use of al-
cohol and, owing to the climate, a great demand ex-
ists for refreshing drinks. Hence this industry ex-
ports its products also into the entire Near East.A
special industry is based on olives, mainly of syrian
origin; it produces technical oils and fats, salad
oils and soap.

The financing is carried out  on the one hand, thru
the National Fund (purchase of ground and industiial-
ization of agriculture) and, on the other, thru Bar-
clay's Bank and the Anglo-Palestine Bank and its
daughter enterprise, the General Mortgage Bank of
Palestine. There is also a large number of credit
cooperatives (agricultural and industrial) as well

as speculative banks, The government bank is Barclqy's.

The total value of industrial prcduction in 1933 was
5,400,000 pounds sterling; in 1934 - 6,500,000.

Number of industrial workers: end of 1932 - 9,500;
end of 1933 - 14,000; beginning of 1935 - 18,000.The
total number of workers, employees, foremen, etc., en-
gaged in the industries at the beginning of 1935 was
25,000, The total number of all jewish workers in the
country may have amounted around this time to between
70,000 and g0,000. The wages could not yet be deter-
mined; one may assume, however, an average wage of
200 mils or, roughly, $i.00.

The party of the "Revisionists", the fascist party
of the Jews, aims to establish the jewish state on
both sides of the Jordan (hence also Trans jordania. )
Its program resembles that of the italian fascists.
It advocates class collaboration on the basis of the
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jewish tradition, In this they have points of con-
tact with the Misrachi, the jewish clerical party,
which watches over the sabbath rest and over reli-
glous cooking and education, and which in these re-
spects received at the latest zionist congress far-
goiyg oconcessiops from the labor party, which had
almost 50% of all the representation, and from the
liberal parties, The Revisionists wish to solve the
question of the relations of Jews to Arabs in the
sense that the Arabs in Palestine shall form a na-
tional minority with certain rights of cultural and
religious autonomy under control of the jewish state.
The Revisionists have withdrawn from the general or-
ganization of the Zionists and no longer take part
in the congress, but hold a congress of their own. A
fraction of them, however, the Jewish State Party,
has remained in the general zionist world congress,
where it forms the extreme right wing.

Every Jew in Palestine is automatically a member of
the Knesset-Jisrael, an organization tu which are
subordinate the entire jewish educational activity,
the jewish church, relief work, etc.,, and whose ex-
ecutive committee or national council represents the
jewish public in dealing with the government.

The Arabs are represented before the government main-
1y by the Moslem Supreme Council, headed by the Grand
Mufti of Jerusalem, There are, however, also arab
parties which had their origin in the great arab lib-
eration movement and in the arab uprising whioch in
1917-18, with the support of the English, freed the
arab cowntries from the age-long turkish oppression.
But the arab bedouins and urbanites did not yet have
the strength to resist the power of english and
french imperialism; and these latter are much more
clever than the Turks in the matter of ranging the
arab countries into their world empires.

The arab parties are not as yet so much distinguished
by their programs as by the families at their head.
The party of the Mufti and his family, the "Party of
the Palestinian People", whioh receives a bounty of
70,000 pounds from the Moslem Council and owns two
daily papers (Al Jamea - Al Shabab), aime at the in-
dependence of Palestine and the liquidation of the
league-of-nations mandate: "Palestine to the Arabse",
entry of Palestine into the union of the arab peoples,
1t maintains relations with Ibn Saud, the ruler of
Hejaz. The party of the Nashashibi family, the "Party
of National Defense", a sort of fascist organization
which maintains relations with the king of Iraq and
the Emir of Trans jordania, demands the independence
of Palestine, a purely arab national government, and
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s to promote the development of agriculture. It
gzgtthrgepdaily newspapers (Falastin, Al Aslamiah,
Adifa). A "reform party" under the leadership of Dr,
Khaldis, the mayor of Jerusalem, unites the mayors.
and village direotors of many arab communities, This
organization seems to be the most modern of the arab
parties and has more similarity with the party forms
nown from Europe. It demands the independence of
Palestine in the pan-arab league of states and an al-
1 iance agreement with the English, similar to tpe
anglo-iraq league. It rejects religious separatism
between islamic and christian Arabs and cambats Zion-
ism. The arab youth organization, led‘by Jacob Bey
Dissin, sets border guards against the illegal jew-
ish immigration, combats in the villages the sale of
1and to Jews and has connections with the'egyptian
national circles, It was also connected with ghilmi
Pasha, who founded a private bank called the Bank
of the Arab People", in order to finance purely arab
land transactions,The Bank of the Arab People could
not, however, overcome the distrust of the arab
people and went bankrupt.

There are two arab trade-union organizations, con-
cerning which, however, little is to be learned,They
are said to be conducted, on the one hand, by Jacob
Bey Dissin, and on the other by Chilmi or Nashashibi,
to be in vigorous competition among each other apd

to be a collecting center for the political parties
in question. At any rate, they appear to be gomplete-
1y under the influence of the arab bourgeoisie.

The General Federation of Jewish Labor in Palestine
(Histadrut), which is affiliated with the Amsterdam
International, had increased its membership (Jan. 1,
1935) to 67,562 of which about 45,000 were urban
workers,

The normal working day in Palestine is eight hours.
The average wage in urban construction amounts %o

400 mile per day (about $2.00); in village construc-
tion, less, The building trades pay the highest wages.

The Histadrut publishes a daily newspaper, the "Davar"
which also includes an evening edition and, every two
weeks, a children's paper. All these publications ag-
pear exclusively in the hebrew language (and script).
Thus it comes about that to a large part of the work-
ers, who speak nothing but Yiddish, the publications
of their organization are almost or quite unintelli-~
gible. And so the workers are compelled to sit once
more at the school bench in order to learn the diffi-
cult language and the almost wundecipherable soript,
(While in countries where the latin alphabet is em-
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ployed, the children learn to read and write in one
year, here the process extends over about four years.)

In the year 1934 the Histadrut conducted a total of
68 strikes (in Tel-Aviv, Jerusalem, Haifa and the ag-
ricultural colonies), involving 1104 workers and the
loss of 11,403 working days, and 51 of which were won.,
In 34 cases the Revisionists attempted to break the
strike, and in six cases were successful, The strikes
led to five prosecutions in which 34 workers were sen-
tenced to a total of 33 months imprisonment and for-
ced labor, and to fines of 220 pounds, The Histadrut
also supported eight arab strikes in which 785 work-
ers walked out for a total of 4145 days., Two of these
strikes were won.

The Histadput controls the entire jewish labor market.
There are neither state nor citv employment bureaus,
nor is there any unemployment relief., The Histadrut
supplies the workers to the employers who thereby re-
cognize the rates of pay. The employe¥s are further-
more combined in their own unions which, however, do
not as yet possess any general organization. On the
other hand, the Histadrut is generally in a position
to force acceptance of the wage rate, in which con-
nection the relatively slight unemployment, the still
prevailing lack of specialized workers and the rela-
tively low wages exert a favorable effect, Nor is the
Jjewish bourgeoisie in a position simply to exploit
the cheaper arab labor power, because there is not so
much skilled arab labor on hand and the jewish work-
ing class is said to offer & certain political pro-
tection with respect to the Arabs, In the rural dis-
tricts, on the plantations, the matter is different.
Here the exploited labor force ie made up in large
gart of arab workers, who are experienced and cheag,
hough their wages also have gone up considerably.lIn
S8pite of the fact that the Histadrut is fighting very
Vigorously, by way of picketing, against the influx
of arab workers onto the plantations, it cannot pre-
vent the planters from continuing to employ such
workers (mostly former fellahs) nor prevent these
arab workers from becoming familiar with the forms
°f trade-union struggle, which they now and then put
to good use., The Histadrut has even gone so far as
%o combat an enterprise in Tel-Aviv where a revolu-
tionary arab worker was employed. When the workers
of this enterprise declarsd their sympathy with the
arab comrade, a brawl arose between these workers
and the trade-union functionaries, and a process was
instituted with a view to debarring the workers from
the Histadrut. Exclusion from the Histadrut is equiva-
lent to losing the possibility of working; for while
officially the Histadrut obtains work for all workers,
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still the protectionism in vogue is suoh tpat opposi-
tional or excluded workers get nons., In this rQSpegt,
the Histadrut may be regarded as a state organization.
In most cases it can see that workers who are not in
its organization are no longer employed by any enter-
prise .

To the Histadrut is attached a general sick benefit
fund which has the disposal over hospitals, recrea-
tion homes and good physicians. The Histadrut builds
workers' settlements and blocks of dwellings in which
workers'! families aoQuire homes which, thru install-
ment payments, become their private property.

The predominant faction in the Histadrut is tperLabor
Party (MAPAI), It has about 6000 members and is loose-
1y attached to the Second International. It hag, be-
sides, in the various countries where Jews reside,af-
filiated groups (Palestine League for Labor,) It is
still more nationalistic than the other parties adher-
ing to this International. It fills all offices in

the Histadrut where it reigns in absolute fashionjthe
more So as the functionaries are appointed by the
governing board.

The "Hashomer Hazair", originally a jewish youth or-
ganization widely disseminated in Eastern Europe, is
increasingly acquiring in Palestine the features of
a party., Hitherto, however, it has embraced only

such working men and women as live in the country on
labor communes (so-called Kwuzots). The kwuzots want
to actualize socialist 1ife in this way: that first
with the aid of loans from the KKL and KH and on the
basis of common purchase and sale, common cooking and
common education of the children, they till their own
8o0il and engage no wage workers,

The Earty which goes by the name of the "Left Poale
Zion", with about 250 members in Palestine gnd var-
ious groups in other countries, especially in the
U.S.A. and Poland, forms the opposition within the
Histadruth, demanding democratization of the appara-
tus and equal right of the arab workers %o orgapize.
Its final goal is a soviet Palestine. It is nat;onal—
istic insofar as it demands the formation of a jewish
labor center in Palestine., The LPZ is at one with the
other zionist parties on the point that an assimila-
tion of the jewish middle strata and proletarians in
the countries of the Diaspora--even in the Soviet
Union which is regarded as the first stage of com-
munism--is impossible., They insist that after the
abolition of private property and of the State a
stage must be passsd thru in which there is given %o
the mations on their own territories the possibility
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of their cultural development, It does not take part,
however, in the zionist congress, Its general stand-
point is that of the Comintern to which it does not
adhere because of the difference on the jewish ques-
tion.

The illegal communist party of Palestine (PCP) con-
sists of about 100 jewish members who in part are dis-
appointed former members of the Hashomer Hazair.Since
it cont¢eives its main goal to be the weakening of eng-
lish imperialism, it combats the jewish immigration,
by which it finds that imperialism strengthened. On
the other hand, it supports every arab national move-
ment. It esteems the pogroms of the past few years as
national-revolutionary uprisings; and with respect to
the italian-abyssinian conflict it advocates the
People's Front of the arab people with its leaders,
the effendis, and recommends the forming of arab le-
gions to go to Abyssinia and there combat italian fas-
cism, The PCP is taking great pains to arabize its or-
ganization, It is the only organization which has come
out for the payment of unemployment relief,

The Anti-fascist Action ("Antifa"), adhering to the
world committee in Paris, has about 500 members and
is under the leadership of the LPZ, It is supposed to
be the foundation of the umited-front movement for
struggle against fasoism, imperialism and anti-semit-
ism, Anyone can become a member, excepting members of
the PCP; these latter being excluded because they com-
bat jewish immigration, while the Antifa and the LPZ
take the view that the oreation of a jewish proletar-
iat in Palestine will represent a force which cannot
fail to operate against imperialism and that the com=-
batting of the right of free immigration and taking
root of the jewish workers in Palestine is chauvinis-
tic, The Antifa as well as the LPZ want to combat the
jewish ochauvinism of the Mapai, Histadruth and Revis-
ioniste together with the arad chauvinism of the PCP.
They champion freedom of the mother tongues and form
¢ircles in which Yiddish, German, etc., are spoken.

The situation in Palestine has recently changed. The
"prosperity" desoribed above has receded almost sim-
ultaneously with the outbreak of the abyssinian-
italian conflict. Unemployment has grown and with it
the uncertainty and the discontent within the working
class, Sinoce the PCP was the only organization to
oome out for the payment of unemployment relief, it
S8ucceeded in impdoving its standing among the unem-
ployed. The other labor parties and the Histadruth
were unable to come out for unemployment relief,main-
ly because they feared that the english government
would in that case greatly restrict jewish immigration.
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The Histadruth intensified its struggle for weeding
out arab workers from jewish production; and the LPZ
which for a2 time had sought to find a common basis
with the PCP on the unemployment question, saw itself
compelled, in order to reestablish its zionist renown,
to conduct a sharp struggle against the PCP. The His-
tadruth, which hitherto had simply denied the exist-
ence of unerployment, is now trying to appease its
members with so-called constructive means., That is,
it calls upon the workers to pay a contribution into
an unemployment fund., From this fund, money will be
turned over to the cooperatives and also to private
enterprisers for the purpose of "extra work-making".
And from the same fund, workers who work in return
for arab wages will be paid the difference between
these latter and the jewish wage rate.

The sharpening of the arab-jewish relations, begin-
ning in April 1936, which led to guerilla warfare and
to an arab strike, covered over the social unrest of
the working class with a lively and warlike national
sentiment, On both sides the masses were organized
for "self-protection and defense", This self-protec-
tion was participated in, on the jewish side, by the
members of all the organizations, The various parties
in their appeals laid the blame for the clashes either
upon the Arabs or else on the competing parties,It is
only to Be observed that in this situation not a
single organization sought to conduct the struggle
against its own bourgeoisie,

The nationalism of the jewish workers, like that of
the russian, german, french and other proletariat,is
an indication of the drawing back before revolution-
ary, international tasks, The creation of the "5ew—-
ish homeland" can only be brought about chauvinistic-
ally. The zionist solution of the jewish question can
be accomplished only in combat against the Arabs. And,
for that matter, the jewish fasocists come out openly
for this struggle, while the others accept it by keep-
ing their mouths shut or giving utterance to hypocrit-
ical phrases, The Jews thémselves cannot fulfill the
zionist desires, but are compelled to beocome allies

of english imperialism., English imperialism makes use
of the arab-jewish oppositions for ite own purposes.
Zionism becomes an instrument of the english struggle
against the strivings for national independence on

the part of the Arabs. Under the conditions of Pales-
tine, Zionism can only come forth in capitalistic
garb, The Jews are obliged to be capitalistic in or-
der to be hationalistic, and they have to he national-
istic in order to be Zionists. They are obliged to be
not only capitalistic, but capitalistic in an extreme-
1y reactionary form. As a minority, they cannot be

£l

demo cratic without damage to their own interestsjand
being land-hungry, they have to take a position again-
8t agrarian reform, binding themselves with the arab
feudalists against the fellahs, They are not only re-
actionary themselves, but they lend force to the arab
reaction, The fellahs are driven from the soil which
the effendis sell to the Jews, That part of the soil
remaining to the effendi is turned into-plantations,
the fellahs become wape laborers, The furthering of
capitalism in Palestine and the sharpening of capital-
ist oppositions by way of Zionism are revolutionizing,
but only in the same sense as the whole of capitalism
is revolutionizing; it is no comcern of the working
population, The working class can only take note of
the matter and thru its own intrusions into the pro-
cess, thru the representation of its direct economic
interests ag wage workers, help to drive it forward.
The sharpening of capitalist oppositions lies in the
interest of the proletariat, but it cannot side
either with the Arabs or with the Jews; it can take
up neither for the division of the soii nor for its
control thru the feudal masters or jewish societies,
It can only be completely internationalistic and thus
completely immune to all palestinian conflictse, ]t has
to attack the most immediate direot exploiter without
regard for the consequences on the national plane, As
soon as it does more than that, it represents these
or those capitalist interests. Anyone who is a Zion-
ist must, especially now with the setting in of the
crisis and with the growth of unemployment in Pales-
tine, go along the whole way to Fascism, On the basis
of Zionism, the increasingly impoverished "poor whites"
become more and more race-conscious, and copy against
the Arabs what Hitler has undertaken against the Jews
in Germany. The Arabs can answer only in the same
fashion. Any other kind of Zionism than this fascist
one cannot exist, From the conditions in Palestine to-
day the Jews must learn to comprehend that they are
yielding to illusions when they think to be able in
Palestine to evade the class struggles of capitalism,
They must learn to comprehend that it is very much a
matter of indifference where they put up, that every-
where, and inclusive of Palestine, they have only one
task: that of setting aside the capitalist relations.
All other problems are imaginary ones; they are of 7o
concern to the working class,
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THE MASTERS OF TOMORROW (#)
¥

Sometimes a single gesture may wmwittingly give away
the whole show, In his eagerness to heap as many ar-
gunents as possible against "the reflections of Max
Nomad", P,M, borrows from a source from which ordin-
ary prudence should have told him to keep away., But
he throws all caution to the winds and quotes approv-
ingly a "jocular" remark made by a certain Jerome who,
in the theoretical organ of the American Communist
Party, has boldly stated that "the dictatorship of,
the intellectuals is as unthinkable as the dictator-
ship of traveling salesmen", It did not occur to P,M,
that he was identifying himself with the special
pleading of a hired lickspittle of the new Russian
nobility whose rule is nothing but the dictatorship
of the office-holding, administrative and technical
intelligentsia; and that his fellow-champion of Marx-
ist orthodoxy who called me "a pen-mercenary of fas-
cism" - if offered a higher price by Hearst - would

(#) 1t was impossible for the present writer to discuss
all the topics touched upon by the author of Dictator-
ship of the Intellectuals.It would have taken a full
8ized volume to refute all his assertions with which

I disagree, I,therefore,chose only those points which
I considered as the most essential.l disre%arded the
amenities of his personal tone with their "subtle"
abuse and amusing air of omniscient superiority. I
wish,however,to protest specifically against one
particular instance of his polemic methods dealing not
with matters of opinion or interpretation but with
actual facts., P,M, declares as "groundless" the "whole
story" that Bismarck in pursuance of his state social-
ist (or state capitalist% plans, had solicited the sup-
port of Marx and of his closest associates, In the
first prace, I did not claim, as P,M, seems to insinu-
ate, that this was "a proof of the compatibility of
Marxism with state capitalism", In an article dealing
with State Socialism and State Capitalism this was ad-
duced as evidence of Bismarck's state socialist ten-
dencies, In the second place, my "groundless'" asser-
tion is based upon a full-length story by Wilhelm
Liebknecht,one of Marx's closest associates, .told in
his Kein Kompromiss,kein Wahlbundnis (p.8) which, in
condensed form, I had presented in my Marx biography
published in Scribner's, March, 1933, page 190.

o L
( P.M.'s article appeared in C.C.# 7 )

just as brilliantly prove that "a dictatorship of
capitalists is just as unthinkable as the dictator-
ship of pants-pressers",

P.M, betrays the weakness of his positioh in many
other ways, He olain that I do not "clearly de-
1imit" my "ooncept ol fhe intellectuals". And it is
on the strength of this accusation that he flings at
me that joke about the "traveling salesmen",As a mat-
ter of dry fact, I did "clearly delimit®" my concept
of the intellectuals on the very first page of ny
"Reoels and Renegades." There I wrote that the term
tintellectual! was used by me "in the specifically
economic sense of a stratum deriving its livelihood
from mental occupations," Which certainly includes a
great variety of people, such as office-holders,
teachers, professional men, technicians, clergymen,
commercial and financial experts, journalists, writ-
ers, artists, politicians, professional revolution-
ists and agitators, trade union orgarizers and so on;
all this vast crowd of educated or semi-educated
pecople that may or may not have a college degree but
can make a livelihood without resorting to manual or
lower clerical labor,

I repeated that very same concept over and over again
when speaking of "office-holders, managers and engin-
eers"; of "the owners of education, the lords of the
swivel chair and the desk"; of the "privileged em-
ployees of the capitalists and the bourgeois state";
orly occasionally, to avoid repetition, I used some-
what less precise expressiofs, such as the "new mid-
dle class" and the "educated lower middle classes",
It is not my fawlt if P.M. could not find out (could-
n't he really?) what I actually meant. Even ordinary
bourgeois reviewers understood perfectly well to
Whor I was referring, I certainly did not mean the
"@iddle class in general", and if I used the expres-
Sion "middle class" then I did so in the usual conno-
tation, and not in that of "the new middle class”
ghlgh largely coincides with the conception of the
privileged employees", and not with the small proper-
ty-holders,

Sometimes scions of the prosperous capitalists, of the
privileged employees" or of the lower middle classes
in Marxian language called "petty bourgeoisie"), and

Sometimes self-educated upstart workers, the intellec-

fuals are divided into various income groups, just as

the property holders are, Some of them, the "ins",are

Satisfied with the existing system; others, the "outs",

the underpaid or wmemployed, are just as strenuously

opposed to it. The "ins" devour an enormous part of
the national wealth; they enjoy a bourgecis standard
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of living, and in their large mass are always ready
to side with the existing system against the manual
workers,

In short, formally "employees", the "ins" are in
fact, due 'to their higher educational qualifications,
minor partners of the capitalists as a wholej;the les-
ser nobility, as it were, within the great bourgeois
aristocracy of the modern age. And in proportion as
the major partner, the capitalist, becomes a mere
consuming parasite, leaving most of the functions of
technical and commercial management to his "paid em-
ployees" - in the same proportion these "employees"
become the potential successors of their employers.
But, being satisfied with their social position,they
are naturally a conservative element; they are not

in a hurry to dispossess their masters (or major part-
ners); for any serious interference with the property
relations may disturb the social peace and endanger
their own privileged incomes,

In writing about the Warious mass movements,I was of
course dealing chiefly with the "outs", the unemployed
or underpaid journalists, lecturers, college graduates
and undergraduates, "lawyers without cliente and doc-
tors without patients" (Marx), educated ex-workers in
search of a white-collar position - in short,all that
motley army of impecunious or starving intellectuals,
near-intellectuals and would-be-intellectuals,that is
dissatisfied with the existing system and is very of-
ten militantly active in the various radical or fas-
cist movements. It is this group which, in my opinion,
has the arbition of eliminating the capitalist class
of parasitic consumers, and of establishing ite own
rule in a system based on government ownership and.an
unequal distribution of incomes.

I admit that, to support my thesis, I have largely
resorted to adducing the Russian example. For that
system has evolved an enormous hierarchy of intel-
lectuals who are bureaucrats at the same time: ad-
ministrative office-holders, technical managers and
engineers, savants, journalists, professors,writers,
Marx-theologians, army officers, scientific spies,
trade-union and sports organizers - who owe their
bourgeois comfort to the labor of the uneducated work-
ers and peasants,

Faced by this orushing example, P.M, has resorted to

& very ingenuous argument, Russia, he says, is just

& @epitalist state in which the bureaucrats -are the
capitalists, The rest of the population, intellectu-
als, workers, peasants, are subject to that new capi-
talist class, just as they are subjeot to the capital-

if1g -

ists in any other country., Thus, there is a capital-
ist dtctatorship in Russia, and therefore it is pre-
posterous to talk of a domination by intellectuals,

You don't believe it? Here it is in his own words:
"the group of people who has the sole right of dis-
posal over production" are "not the intellectuals

but the State bureaucracy, which of course also em-
Braces intellectuals", "the Russian intellectuals are
dominated by the Russian bureaucracy, just as in
other countries they are dominated by capital"(page
25); "no trace of a rule by intellectuals is discov-
erable under either system. The intellectuals are no-
where identical with the State" (page 26); "the Rus-
sian bureaucracy is at the same time the Russian
capitalist class, since it fulfills the capitalist
functions" (page 27).

Yet only a few pages earlier (page 17) when speaking
of the antagonism between workers and intellectuals
which he had to admit, he had said: “The struggle of
the workers against the inteilectuals (in the capital-
ist countries-M,N,) could practically be only a strug-
gle against the labor bureaucracy; or, as today in
Russia, a struggle against the State bureaucracy";and
further, on the same page: "It is not until and unless
a state capitalist revolution has been successful,
(which apparently means only Russia-M.N.) it is only
then that the struggle against the bureaucracy and
hence against the intellectuals (my emphasis-M,N.)is
taken up again with redoubled fierceness", So there

is "no trace of a domination by intellectuals" who
are "dominated by the Russian bureaucracy", and yet
the workers will have to take up "the struggle again-
8% the bureaucracy and hence against the intellectu-
als", On page 27 the bureaucrats are the "capital-
ists", and on page 17 they are the "intellectuals".

Now, what is the meaning of "pureaucracy"? Any dic-
tionary will supply the information that it means
"Government officials collectively"., In Russia,where
e€very branch of the country's economic and cultural
life is managed by the Government, every man who is
not a peasant or a manual worker, is a government
office-holder, a member of the bureaucracy,no matter
Whether he is a judge, & political administrator, a
factory manager, an engineer or a chemist, a higher
transport or postal employee, a journalist,an actor,
a sigger, professor, trade union organizer, army of-
ficer or bank accountant; a certain amount of educa-
tion or training exceeding the average educational
level of the manual worker guarantees him a soft job
and a salary which is above the average wage of a
manual worker, (One may disregard here the "border

0 - TR




cases", such as the lower grades of the office-work-
ers, typists, filing clerks, etc., who generally are
closer to the workers both by their educational level
and by their income. There are similar "border cases"
between small capitalist employers and workers as
well). All of these groups are at the same time bur-
eaucrats and intellectuals - the intellectuals, as a
social group, Simply becoming the bureaucrats of a
system with a goverament-owned economy.

Once this is the case, it is rather comical to say
that in Russia the intellectuals are ruled by.the
bureaucrats; one might just as well say that in the
United States the property-owners are ruled by the
capitalists, or that under the feudal system the no-
bility was ruled by the aristocracy. One may,of course,
say Quite correctly that in Russia the means of pro-
duction are owned by the bureaucrats as a whole, who
benefit by them at the expense of the rest of th9 pop-~
ulation, But this would be exactly the confirmation

of my thesis: that under a system of govermment-owner-
ship the intellectuals as a whole, forming the state
burcaucracy, are the masters of the country.

Now, to suit his argument, P.M. simply draws a divid-
ing class line between the upper and the lower levels
within the same class. To him the bureaucrats are only
the super-commissars and trust managers who give or-
ders and are rewarded with Rolls Royces and villas in
the Caucasus or in the Crimea., The middle and lower
grades of the political, technical and cultural state
apparatus, the plain intellectuals with only a Buick
or Chevrolet to their soul, with a modest country
house for the summer,and only one servant - these un-
fortunates, who can give orders to the workers only
and must carry out the instructions of the higher-ups,
are of an altogether different class substance: they
are the oppressed and exploited "employees", "intel-
lectuals" - maybe even "proletarians" ? - suffering
under the yoke of a small number of bureaucratic-
capitalist leviathans,

Those to whom such pleading sounds convincing should
be reminded that the same methods could be applied to
the capitalists as well, In America it is only the
managing boards of a few hundred concerns - and that
number could be even still more reduced - which actu-
ally direct the destinies of the country; the average
or small manufacturer or business man is at the mercy
of the Rockefellers, the Morgans or the Du Ponts; as
a result, he usually hates those capitalist -demi-gods
Just as much as the average Russian intellectual-bur-~
eaucrat detests his superior - whose place he would
like to take. Yet there is in both cases a common bond
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of interest between the top and the middie - as again-
8t the mass of workers and peasants,

P,M, tries to prove his thesis that g "dictatorship
of the intellectuals" is impossible by the assertion
that "the mejority of the intellectuals has always
gone along with capital and still today goes with the
ruling class", The fact is that the majority of every
oppressed or "under-privileged" class under "normal
oonditions is always under the sway of the ideology
of the masters; it is only under exaeptional, revolu-
tionary ciroumstances that it joins the determined re-
bellious minority, Ever growing sections of the more
enl ightened part of the intelligentsia in non-Fascist
Europe and Amerioca are flocking now to the various
Marxist (#) parties; they see in the Russian example
the possibility of putting an eond to thair economio
insecurity, the hope of throwing off the financial
magnates, and the prospect of becoming masters of the
country themselves, They are the pionvers of their
class, Even among the fascist intellectuals - as will
be shown later - there is a tendency towards a sort

of super-totalitarianism under which the state,that is

the bureaucracy, would altogether do away with the
private capitalists,

Of course large groups of well-paid "ins" among the
intellectuals will to the very last remain faithful

to the private capitalist system; but so will 1ike-
wise certain "proletarian® elements, such as police-
men, body-guards, flunkeys, foremen, highly skilled
Wworkers, municipal laborers and other "civil servants®

Wwith steady jobs who are satisfied with the existing
systen,

In Russia the "specialists" remsined cnemies of the
Bolshevik regime until they lost all hope that the
Private capitalist system would ever come back., Under
the old system they were so well paid that they pre-
ferred to bve "privileged employees" rather than equal
OT minor partners of a new political bureaucracy
Which was foroed to Clip their salaries, In a similar
Way part of the capitalist class, especially high fi-
nance, under certain conditions, prefers the feudal
OT semi-feudal system to bourgeois democracy, if the
former gives their 8pecial group the opportunity of
énriching itself at the expense of the other capital-
ists, The o0ld Russian bureaucratic intelligentsia was
naturally counter-revolutionary, for it felt that the
Bolsheviks would take away their soft jobs and rele-

(#) Tt 1s not correct that the Communist Parties 5re
on the wane; their influence is now growing in France,
Belgium, Spain, U.S.A,, eto.
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gate them to minor posts, The Bolshevik revolution
vegan with a dictatorship of a specific group of in-
tellectuals -~ the most active militants of the revo-~
lutionary upheawal - which exercized its dictatorship
even over the other groups of intellectuals; and as
long as there was not enough to satisfy everybody,
they were getting all the good things exclusively for
themselves. But gradually, with the development of
the country's industries, they were able to improve
ths position of the other sections of the intelligent
gia as well, thus eventually weaning them away from
their traditional subservience to the old private
capitalist ideology.

In denying that the intellectuals are capable of en-
gaging in any policy corresponding to their own class
interests, P,M, falls back upon the old theory that
consciousness is determined by our surroundings,that
we are 8ll blind manikins in the hands of inexorable
economic forces, and so forth., We have heard these
things before. Nobody denies that consciousness does
not work in a vacuum and that more often than not we
are pushed where we think we are pushing. But there
is such a thing as going a little bit too far in the
denial of the role of consciousness, During the War,
the bourgeoisie the world over, to avoid utter de-
feat, did introduce the element of conscious planning
into the economic 1ife of their respective countries;
the forcible collectivization of Russian farming was
a conscious act of a bureaucracy beat upon fortifying
its position, In both cases the economic interest of
the acting classes involved was the driving force,
which is what you call the human factor, and not the
"objective™ or "extra-human™ element of the growth
of the social forces of production., .

It is this economic interest which early in the nine-
teenth century induced an energetic minority among the
intellectuals and self-taught workers to join various
radical democratie and revolutionary movements;and it
is the same economic interest which in the present
hopeless economic situation has made them conscilously
turn towards Social ism-Communism or towards Fascism,
as 2 short cut to power.

P,M, makes a very sweeping statement (p.23) to the
effect that "apart from the Russian example, there is
as yet no case and no country in which a political
bureaucracy, with the conquest of political power,
ruled society also economically." Well, that "apart
of the Russian example" is amusing enough, for that
example alone proves that it can be done. But there
are also other historical examples. K,A.Wittfogel in
his "Das Erwachende China" (p.16) shows how in old

agricultural China the necessity of re t
flow of the big rivers has creazed "a, ggin%3§ ;izer
distributing (Iiterally "Wasserbau"z bureaucracy"
w%ich wae the Chinese "master class", And on pp.2l-
% he shows how after the abolition of feudalism the
adninistrative bureaucracy" became not only the "ru-
ling class", but in fact, though not formally, the
collective owner of the entire land, the taxes which
they squeezed out of the peamants being "in this case
identical with ground rent,"After that it is only as
the %erest curious detail that I may mention the fam-
ous “communism" of the Jesuits in Paraguay in the
eighteenth century, where the monks - a sort of cler-
ico-fascist intellectuals of 200 years ago - owned
and ruled economically and politically the whole coun-

tig;.ﬁhe Indian natives slaving for them "communistic-

With an attempt at sarcasm P,M, writes that the in-
tellectuals as a social group "cannot proceed inde-
pendeptly - 1t cannot do Nomad the pieasure of find-
ing his predictions confirmed" (p.23), And he points
to the fact that there is no Solidarity among them,
:ﬁile the workers are forced to practice solidarity;
Stat.the intellectuals are ready to flirt either with
daalln or with Mussolini and to turn for support to-
1s¥ toche working class and tomorrow to the capital-
3 ts. ere again his argumentation does not hold
t? er% Independent action is no special characteris-

icto & class and no special requirment for being
zho grious. The bourgeoisie in its struggle against
ite' eudals, leaned upon the workers and the peasants;
erslstaust as ready now, when threatened by the work-
g O unite with the feudals, or with the clergy,
ile intellectuals of the feudal age, so to speak,Sim-
h gily, the intellectuals, to get power or political
tﬁ; uence, are ready to take their alliss wherever
" g can figd them, prepared to betray any of them

¥ 80 doing they can consolidate their power.,

ggzais ;olidarit a specific characteristic of a
rank:' 0 class ever practices solidarity within its
e except under very pressing and extraordinary
e r:mgtancss. Normally one-half of the working class
o W& ¥y %o scab on the other half; before and during
il ar tge A,F,L, workers made it their business to
i rgg 8triking I,W,W, workers; and the I,W,W,, in
In Eur ensible resentment, occasionally retaliated.
s ope socialist workers would often act in a sim-
E way against their more radical dissenters., One
%hgu% of capitalists is always engaged in cutting
i hroats of another group, and various groups of
apitaliste are interested in various forms of govern-
ment, No wonder then that one group of intellectuals—-
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