who ever worked under the present speed-up methods
knows that no worker could toil 12 or 14 hours daily
anymore, and in some industries even the 3 hour day
has already become too long. This is illuetrated by

the fact that the 40 year age limit is rapidly being
established, Such measures are just as harmful for
capitalism a8 they are for the working class because

in a orisis it will be much more difficult to find a
new basis for profits; it is a situation that tends

to lengthen the crisis and to shorten the period of

a new prosperity. For the working class it simply
means that a further rise of the living standard be-
comes impossible, For a while wages will stagnate un-
til a point is reached where the downward trend becomes
absolute., The old labor movement, whose policy it is to
fight for better living standards for the masses, is
bound to suffer defeat after defeat, and due to this
ineffectiveness heads towards a complete breakdown,It
would be erroneous to find the explanation in the
unions ' numerical weakness, or in their non-revolution-
ary activity, but it is the economic laws of motion
that dominate every phase in society, especially in re-
gard to the value of labor power, Were the unions in a
position to monopol ize the price of labor power, they
might be capable 6f increasing it temporarily above its
value, However, this has already become an impossibii-
ity on account of the steadily growing army of unem-
ployed. With this, the old labor movement has lost its
ground, It continues to 1ive on its past sugcess, 4 re-
vival of that activity is an economic impossibility.The
0ld labor movement is doomed and must make room for new
forms of organization.
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The COUNCIL CORRESPONDENCE often accepts
articles from writers who are not affili-
ated with the Groups of Council Communists,
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These articles are signed to denote that
we do not necessarily endorse the view of
the writer entirely, All material presen-
ted without signature is to be considered
ae the collective work of the members of
the Groups of Council Communiste., We will
appreciate suggestions, criticism and
articles.
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ﬁ’ The period of progressive capitalist d lopment The publishers of Council Correspondence see in >

; is historically closed. The decline period of capi- the acting self-initiative of the workers and in the b

:g tal, a permanent tl:ondiho? of crisis, ’compels.fo growth ?f 't’ﬁeilr éelf-consc:ousnes‘:/fhehess}enﬁal ad- 1
¢, ever greater convulsions of economy, to new im-  vance of the la or movement. We therefore com- Ut
5! perialistic and military conflicts, to ever increas- bat the leadership policy of the old labor move- B
|| ing unemployment and to general and absolute  ment, and call upon the workers to take their fate E
; ’1 impoverishment of the workers. Thus is given the  inthoir own hands, to set aside the capitalist |

@5‘ objective situation for the Ff"m";'"""' rekvoluholn in mode of production and th I Ry i1
@i the capitalist countries. For the worl ing class, n 5 A e 4
iﬁ‘] there is only the revolutionary way out, which and d".ed prqduchon and ?'“r'b'f"t’" i qc‘.:o.'d' o
8 ladds to the communist society. No one can de. ance with social rules having universal validity. kS
4

prive the workers of this task, which must be As a fighting slogan and statement of goal we
carried out by the class itself. propose:

R

“ All power to the workers' councils! The means of production in the hands of the Workers|

THE BROWNSHIRTS OF ZIONISM,

A few days after the termination of the Arab strike
and revolt in Palestine, two wmsuspected and harmless
Arabs, passing thru the Jewish town of Tel Aviv in a
carriage, were fired at and wounded by "unknown as-
S8ailants™, Unknown for the Treason that thsy escaped.
Everybody, including the police, knows that they are
%o be found in the ranks of the "Revisionists" or ex-
treme Zionist nationalists who have never ooncealed
their liking for "direot action" and terrorism, Need-
less to say, they are very vocal, but hardly convinc-
ing, in pProclaiming their innocence and talking of
Marxist calumnies®, Vet the fight against the Arabs,
& fight in which all means may be employed, is one of
the guiding principles of Revisionism which has just-
1y earned the name of Zionist Fascism, And it deserves
© be noted that the Tol Aviv outrage wae preceeded by
Statements from authoritative Revieionist sources
Which are near to advocating the employment of terror-
eﬂt tactics. In & statement on the situation in Pales-
ine, made on Sept. 9, 1936, Vliadimir Jabotinsky. Duce
of Jewish Fascism, sdid: "During the First weeks of
fug 8truggle, the exerocise of restraint served a use-

L

- Sontent to defend himself and does not attack and try
tg Tévenge himself, For this reason, I vetoed all

to

Oughts of retal iation; but now I consider it my duty
Proolaim that I have withdrawn my veto",




This unmistakable signal for terrorism was supplemented
& fow days later by a statement from the Viennese organ
of the Revisionists, the "Nation", referring to the sit-
uation in Palestine: "It happense nowadays that Jewiash
newspapers in Palestine publish reports, hidden away in
small type between ungmportant news, of Arabs killed
here and there in Palestine, of Arabs wounded, of Jews
arrested and acoused, etc, Jewish papers published out-
side of Paleatine go even farther in hiding facts, They
talk of Arabs being killed by Arabs, What is the good
of all this eyewash? Is it our fault that the world
foroes us to go its ways? The world today understands
no lan but that of gune, machine gunse and pistols,
Now we too begin to learn this language. Let it not be
forgotten that ours is a talented people, We have al-
ready learned many leasons, The time has ocome $g learn
8 viv

the ],ang%g of fire and b%god'. The shots in

provi the echo to this incitement,

The Jews are no chosen people. They are, in ons res-
pect, like other nations under capital ism, so much 8o,

that there is even a Jewish brand of Fawcism, This may
surprise the casual observer who is inclined to regard
Fasocism as a kind of Anti-semitism, or, at least, as
bound up with Anti-semitism, But it must be remembered
that classical Fasoism, that of Mussolini, was never
anti-semitic, Fasocism.1s an international epidemioc, al-
though in each case profoundly nationalistig. Its roots
are basically the same in all oountries, and is worth
noting that the epidemic has not stopped at the doors
of the ghetto or at the border of Palestine,

The prinociple germ-carriers of Jewish Fascism are every-
where the lgwer %id%e classes, although Fascist tenden-
cles are not cdnfine them alone. Since the war, al-
most everywhere they are caught between two fires.én the
one hand, they are finding it more diffioult to escape
pauperism; but nothing horrifies them more than the
thought of becoming proletarians, This, however, is their
fate. In striving to excape from it, their hatred turns
againet the working class, They looi back upoy history,
to the past that never returns; and because they strug-
gle against their inevitable aubmergence in the great
mass of the proletariat, they are the easy prey of every
demagogue who promises them the return of the Golden Age.
This is the peouliar funotion of Fascism, itself born of
the same urge, whioh lures them with its shrill war-ories
of *"natio unity® and "common welfare", Instead of
echieving unity with the lower classes, they permit thenm-
selves to dream of rising to upper sooial strata,But the
paradise to which the Pied Piper of Fascism leads them
inevitably turns out to be the servile state in which the
middle olasaes are orushed and exploited as never before.
The Jewa have not been able to avoid this contanisasios.-

pige, - ers
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Their abnormal situation favored the spread of
disease, %o the fearful economic need I1):0 which :g:y
are subjected in all cowntries of eastern Europe,and
in Germany, are also added nat ional persecution .’the
withdrawal of political rights and even brutal ;’)hyai..
kers
them take part in the sooial struggle of th:semgggg-
tries with a view to solving their own national prob-
lem a8 a by-product of the victory of Socialism, the
pressure to which they are sub jected genarates an in-
flated nationalism among the numerous petty-bourgeois
elements, The fact that many countries which hereto-
fore absorbed Jewish emigrants are now closed to them
(U.S.A., Canada, South Amerioa), creates the impres-
sion tl:at Zionism is the only solution and Palestine
their "Promised Land", To them, immigration into Pal-
estine means hopes of a better future, Each time
Zionism shows itself to be incompatible with reality
the more the demagoguwse find a fertile field. To the’
desperate masees, all kinds of quack medicine is ap-
sea.ling. Take for instance the plan reocently proposed
y the Revisignists which provides for the settlement
in Palestine "on both sides of the Jordan" of one and
;. half million Jews within the next ten years,Obvious-
y this widely advertised plan, which is presented
with much ballyhoo, is manifestly absurd, Yet Jabotinaky

is hailed as a Messiah by man of th
ern Jews who cling to evgry szraw. b TR CotNE haT Y

In regard to Palestine iteelf, the majorit
!ho come here are sincere in éroolaimi:gitgéoie:geogezs
mggs:rafication” of the Jewish people. By turning for-
agr1°:§%er5, middlemen and "air"-men into productive
B s tgra.l and industrial workers, the sooial struct-
B o e Jewish pﬁople will be profoundly altered;
ity eTgre %o be "Normalized", to use the current
it %5 idea, which is essential to Zionism, as
vague OY other nationalism, is often supplemented by
Bog theonoepts of a socialist society in Palestine,
radersre is another group of immigrants composed of
rptd ,tmidd%emen and other unproductive elements un-
s lgtto adjust their lives to the new conditions,To
b °°ntmer group, Palestine is merely a haven in which
g ue their parasitio rols. This group within the
preServeo?iunity and the Zionist movement ,struggling to
e 8 %dentity a8 being distinot from the work-
ass, is“the sooial basis of Jewish Fascism,

Ji

'g-ggt i}!:aky 8tanda for a "revision" of official Zionism

The metg accuses of "national treason® and - "Marxism"}

R ods are always the same,,,The Revisionists ac-

e, 6 Zionist Exeoutive of "being the agency of Arab

They Uoposed British, rather than of Jewish, interests"
aIc national ist dichards, hundred percenters. To
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them official Zionism is ®the renunciation of Zion®,
Their minimum program provides for the establ ishment
of a Jewish State on both sides of the Jordan, i.e.,
including the mandated territory of Transjordan, and
based on a Jewish majority in the country.

Firmly convinced *that there can be no spontaneous
reconciliation with the Palestine Arabs, neither now
nor in the future®, Jabotinsky rejects the idea of a
political parity between the two peoples and demands
the creation of a Jewish mil itary force as an indis-
pensable condition for the realization of his aims.
"Zioniem is impossible without a Jewish Legion...The
whole Jewish people must become a people in arms,”

The setting up of this Legion is also declared by the
Revisionists to be "a prime necessity for ths security
of the British Empire®, At the same time, they declare
themselves ready to prooeed "with, without or against
the British", This flexible formula hides a pro-Ital-
ian tendency whioch has of late become more marked,The
military formations of the Revisionists (strangely
enough their shirts are brown) are regarded as the
nucleus of the Legion whose purpose it is to break by
foroce the opposition of the Arabs to Zionist penetra-
tion and to establish a "fait accompli®" ard possibly
more than ons.

It hae ofter been remarked that there exists a close
resemblance between the phraseolegy of Zionist Revis-
ionism and that of German National Socialism, But the
resemblance is not only one in words.The Revisionists
fight "the inoreasing preponderance of the workers!'
organizations®, They protest against the subsidies

given by the official Zionist movement to settlements
maintained by the Jewish workers, They insist that
private initiative is more important than public funds.
The Zionist labor movement is aocused of "intransigence
and lust of power", "unnecessary insistence on social
conflictas®, "dogmatic application of the class struggle
theory which derives from Europe®, All this is the more
absurd since every objective obscrver is foroced to ad-
mit that extreme nationalism is the beginning and the
end of the policy pursusd by the Jewish Labour Federa-
tion in Palestige, This policy is made completely sub-
servient, in theory as well as in practice, to Zionist
nationalism and renounces everything remotely connected
with independent oclass politics, In spite of these well-
known and unassailable facts, the ultra-moderate trads
unions which make up the bulk of the Zionist Labor Party,
are accused by the Revisionists of Marxist and Bolshe-
vist téndencies as well as of "saorificing ideals to the
golden calf!" Compulsory labor arbitration is demanded
in order to ensure the "subordination of all partioular
interests to the prime necessities of national unity.*

S TR

Is it not obvious that, if ’
rives from Europe"? " anything, this program "de.

The Revisionist organization was founded
by Vliadimir Jabotinsky, a Russian Zionisti?oggzi%iégas
who had organized a corps of Jewish voluntéers in Ale
andria during the world-war to serve on the Galli 1§x-
front., Even at that early date he stood for powerpo
politics, first against Turkey, for some time against
England, always against the Arabs and the workers, In
1920, Jabotinsky, then lieutenant, was expelied %rom
Palestine by the British for organizing iiléga1 forma-
tions. In 1923 he made a pact, behind the backs of the
offlplal Zionist Organization, with the representative
of the Ukrainian "White" Beneral and ferocious Jew-
baiter Petlyura, for the creation of a Jewish corps

&1, within the frame-work of an anti-bolshevist White Guard

o in the Ukraine. When the intrigue leaked out violent

i protgsts were made by the Jewish labor organizations

\ compell ing Jabotinsky to resign from the Executive of

i the Zionist Crganization., This gave the tenfant ter-

1! rible! his chance to play his messianic role with a

vengsanoe., He became a "leader"” and, copying the Hit-

ler movement, built up a strictly authoritarian and

giéiggggg:roggigéia;ien baged on central ized direction,

e", a
personal ity of thep“Leéde:”.an e

The adherents of the movement in Palestine, s e
ted by recruits from the backward mriental’Jenglczggy
onta campaign against the Socialist workers whioh far
2: gtrlps even their terroristio offensive against the
18a"a. In Palestine, too, the "extermination of Marx-
tim sis on the a.genda.. Here too the workers' organiza-
stg?k a;e-to be "smashed", The Revisionists' organized
B the reakers, their activities resulting in pressure
g g S: wa%e standard. Parading their Brown-shirts thru
d 1 aiie 8, they did everything to provake the workers.

, forg thacged mestings (a meeting in honor of Braile-
i eh ngl ish Socialist, was bombarded with stones
e T hooligans) and organized gangs to beat up
el ical opponents., Some yeats ago terrorist groups
iy ?gigg Yo their party were discovered in Jerusalem
ol :g Aviv, In 1933 the Revisionist speakers and
i tﬁepf' conducted an incredible campaign of slander,
B B?es of the recent Salengro campaign in France,
ey +Arlosoroff, then leader of the Labor Party
15 %homngent member of the Zionist Executive. On..June
i ie visionist Organ culminated its "mud-slinging"
: peop§ gn by depicting him as a "traitor to the Jewish
- (DrpA:io;gzo?g?or angéagcurity". Thirty hours later he

. ) was -
B 607 souict tgwn. a assassinated in Tel Aviv,
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Similar tactios are employed outside of Palestine.The
spread of anti-semitism is welcomed by the Revision-
ists. They do not fight it, Rather they utilize it to
further their own ends, While a wave of persecution
and torture swept Germany after the Hitler coup,
Jabotinsky made a speech in public in Berlin which was
nothing less than a wholesale indictment of the Social-
ista within the Zionist movemsnt., The aforementioned
Hebrew Organ of the Revisionists, the "Hasit Ha'am",
1933, glorified Hitler and presented his movement as
a shining example to Zionism, They admire Mussolini
and Franco.

In Germany the Revisionists carried out raids on labor
clubs. In other ocountries they perform attacks on So-
cialists., In other words, the peculiar "spirit" and
methods of the Brownshirts are shown to be quite ocom-
patible with Judaiem, Revisionism proper might be des-
cribed, to use a mathematical formula, as "Zionism plus
Hitlerism®", or as "Hitlerism minus Anti-semitiem",

In 1925 Jabotinaky was able to muster four fadiowers

at the Zionist Bongress, In 1933 his followers captured
twenty per cent of the total poll and sent forty-five
delsgates to the Congress. Two years later, they left
the Zionist Organization and held a separate convention
at which, according to their own reports, delegates rep-
resenting 700,000 members of the "New Zionist Organiza-
tion" participated,

The Arab revolt of 1936 was a godsend to these Fasciste
leading as it 4id to a wave of chauvinism among the
Jews. The Revisionists are doing everything to make
capital qut of this fact., They are playing a dangerous
game, since to them "a world war would be the best
chance of realizing the Zionist maximum®, Their aim is
to become universally recognized as the standard bear-
ers of Zionist intransigenoce and maximaliem,Their slo-
gan continuss to be:"Judss must be reborn with fire
and blood,"

- ABNER BARNATAN -
(Ter Aviv)

CHILD LABOR
4 Class Issus

The partiocular issue that causes so much intra-
oconfliot among the exploiters from time to timecji:“
. that of child labor. But the children and youth of
o the land will continus to be exploited regardless of
legislation, protests, and the fine desires of those
© capital ists whose profit-making does not require the
direct expenditure of children's labor-power,

3 Exploitation of Child Labor is
Necessary to Capital ism,

The exploitation of children is a neoessary factor in
production for profits, Under capitalism, the working
class and its children are only a part of the invest-
ment carital in the production of surplus value, The
labor-powsr of ochild workers will be always in demand
in capitalist production because its maintenance and
reproduotion is less costly than that of adult workers,
Anything necessary to the production of surplus valus
cannot be abol ished by legislation, but only by a rev-
olutionary working class bent upon changing the rela-

:i.g: of production from capitalist to communist rela-

When the framers of the Child Labor Amendment made 18
years the boundary line betwsen childhood and maturity,
they had hazardous industries in mind; that is, those
particular factories and mills in which the laﬁor-power
of children and youth is not so0 productive.

Under the codes of the one-time National Recovery Act,
100,000 children marched out of mills and factories
:hruout the country to make places for workers hither-
ro unemployed because these workers could not success—
uWlly bid for the sale of their labor—power a* wages
at which the ohildren were hired, But American labor
egbraoea more than the industrial scene,'iwc million
giildren between the ages of ten and sightesn are now
8ted as working., Industry acocountod for only & small
Toportion of the total. The greatest number, nearly a
f wmillion, are engaged in agrioulturc, Waere labor-
Power is employed on a large scale, children's hands
:gd eyes are important because they are cheaper, and
N 18 is why most of the agrarian states oppose legis-
ation prohibiting child labvor.

When, over a period of time, the exploitation of
o e




children ptesents itself to the population in all of
its degrading real ity, when capital ists themselves can
fully view the results of their handiwork--workers
with raimed and stunted bodies, mentally subnormal and
neurotic,--when such a situation tends to threaten
even the existence of capital itself, only then are
legislative measures formulated, interpreted, passed
upon and enforoed. Nevecrtheless, the gamut of law-mak-
ing ancd law enforcement must leave loopholes thru which
the politiclans eject their interpretation of the law
in the interest of those sections of capitalists for
whom the labor of children is necessary for their pro-
fit-making. In short, the history of child labor leg-
islation reveals the age-o0ld flexibility of capitalist
legislation in general, where at times the remedy is
worse than the disease,

The visionaries of a haven within capitalism everlast-
ingly rub elbows with politicians in the hope ¢f erad-
icating this or that over-shadowing feature of capital-
ist exploitation, but the pious wishes of such "hope-
fuls" do not allay the affects of capital in its ex-
ploitation of the working class and its offspring, as
is disclosed from the monotonous history of child labor
legislation in this country,

The States' "Legislation" of Child Labor

Every State in the Union has on its statutes laws for
the regulation of children's labor. But there are al-
ways ways of getting around those lzaws, An example of
this is the amount of tencment home work done by New
Jersey children, distributed to them from factories in
neighboring states, Thus New York manufacturers who
were sending their work to New Jersey to escape the
New York regulations against tenement home work, were
not subject to the penalties imposed by the New Jersey
laws, In this way, they successfully dodged state laws.

Only recently New York's Legislature supported a meas-
ure designed "to outlaw sale and produotion within the
State of goods made by child labor as a substitute for
ratification of the Federal Child Labor Amendment”.

Child workers themeelves oross state lines in search

of work, where state regulations conflict with the nec-
essity which capitalism forces upon the children who
must be exploited in order to live. The importatlon of
children from one state to another is a particular fea-
ture of capital ism, and cannot be eliminated so long as
capitalist relations exist., As many industries have
shifted to the southern states, the difficulty of se-
ocuring adequate labor power has led to the importation
of children from northern cities for seasonal work,

g

such as exists in the canning industry, these children
returning when they are no longer nseded.

New York City is the worst example of tenement hcme
work, Thousands of boys and girls, some as young as
two and thrvee years old, make artificial flowers, sew
garments, make cheap toys. Tedious and menial jobs}
The State cannot interfere with this kind of ohild
labor because it 1licenses tenemenis for nome enploy-
ment and does not employ sufficient inspectors to see
that the child labor laws are obeyed.

Industrial capitaliste in some states raise the cry of
"Unfairness" when their products must ccmpete ou the
markes with those cf manufacturers in sta%es where low-
er chila labor standards are permitted., Even though a
Federal minimum of wage rates and hours of labor were
fixed for children for all the states, enforcement of
these laws proved "too slow and inadequate”., For this
reason Congress and the Federal administration were
finally looked to for the remedy.

Federal Legislation of Child Labor

In December 1306 the first proposals for a Federal law
was made in Congress to "prohibit the employment of
children in the manufacture or production of articles
intended for interstate commerce", Ten years later,in
September 1917, the Federal child labor law was adopt-
ed. Congress sought in this measure to close the chan-
nels of interstate and foreign commerce to the products
of child labor, After this law had been in operation
nine menths, the United States Supreme Court passed a
decision that the law was not a legitimate exeroise of
Congress 's power to regulate interstate commeroce and
was therefore unconstitutional.

Following this decision, Congress enacted, in Feb,1919,
a8 part of the revenue act of 1918 a provision for a
tax of ten per ocent on the annual net profit of certain
e8tabl ishments which employed childrem in violation of
the age and hour standards l1aid down in the act. The
Supreme Gourt again held that this law was not a valid
exercise of Congress's right to lay and colleoct taxes,

Only two methods were therefore left to Congress. It

must either abandon the object which was songht in the
above two laws, or the constitution must be amended 8o
88 %o give Congress the power which it was believed to

have when these two laws were passed, The latter course
was taken.

The type of law that Congress would be 1ikely to pass
under the Amendment is as follows: it would prohibit




the shipment of interstate commerce of goods produced

in mines and quarries in which children under 16 years

of age were employed; or in workshops or factories in

which children under 14 years were employed, or in

which children aged 14 to 16 worksd more than eight

‘hours a day or six days a week or between 7 p.m, and
a,.m.

The Amendment was submitted for ratification by Con-
gress in 1924, rejected by thirty-five states within
three years after it was submitted by a two-thirds
vote of Congress and revived in State legislatures in
1933 by the N,R,A, Among the 2g states which have rat-
ified the Amendment are many which originally rejected
it. As for the record of rejections by States, since
1933 there have been a total of ﬁl rejectionsjof these,
eleven came in 1933, seven in 1934, nineteen in 1935,
and four in 1936. So much for the hopeless attempt to
regulate and prohibit the exploitation of children by
capitalist legislation,

The Holy Roman Catholic Church!

The Catholic Church is poking its nose into the isasue
in the hope of stiffening opposition to ratifying the
Amendment, The Amendment, if ratified‘ would "threaten
interference with religious sducation®., This reason
took hold of the Church's flock of Demooratic members,
particularly in the New York State Assembly at Albany
and prevented ratification by that Assembly. The Catho-
lic Church partially maintains its schools, convents
and orphan asylums by the labor of Catholic orphans and
by the labor of those children whose parents cannot af-
ford to pay for th2ir training. The Church is up to its
medieval trickery of hiding under its religious cloak
the real reasons for its existence,

To _the Ladiss!

At the time woman suffrage was made lawful in this
country, the economio specialists staked their hopes
on the woman voter, Thay expected much improvement in
social legislation thru the civic zeal of ths woman
voter and were confident that American women were
against "child slavery®, But, alas! furthered capital-
iem left its mark: there is not the enthusiaem on the
part of the women for ohild welfare that "publio spir-
ited" individuals anticipated, although feminine phil-
anthropists continue to go about as usual in Polyanna
fashion prying into the humble affairs of working
mothers. In the fashidnable Biltmore Hotel in New York

City, Secretary of Labor, Frances Perkins, recently ap-
pealed to 300 business and professional women "to exer-

cise their ancient mercies™ by interesting themselves

L0 -

T

in those children who are forced to work.The capital-
ist class is composed of women as well as men; Women
who do not hesitate to exploit the children of workin,
mothers if such exploitatior sesuree chem a 1ifs ¢f €
leisure, The misery of the working class and its chilq-
ren arises from society's division into economic cata-
gories. Therefore, any special appeal to either sex as
such is useless,

State Maintenance of Children

From time to time there is advanced the idea th

State should take over the feeding and care of :ﬁethe
children, and in this way eliminate child labor, Al tho
this scheme is entirely an illusion, as capitalism
needs the family form for its very existenoe,assumi
State maintensnce of ohildren to be possible, then the
vElue of labor-power would drop; it would no longer in-
clude the reproduction costs., If parenis were relieved
of the cost of maintaining their children, then in act-
wality the wages of the parents will be depreciated by
way of competition, Childless married rus would compe te
with the fathers of families and share in the wags re-
duction without being relieved &f any burden, Freed of
the care of their children, mothers would be forced in-
%o the labor market to esharpem the competition there,
Childless wives would also be forced into the struggle
for work, Male workers would be compelled to compete
with women for their living and their wages would be
reduced accordingly. So that capitalism gets the labor-
power of the women as well as of the men for the sub-
sistenoe of the two sexes, instead of only the labor-
powsr of the men,

Child Labor Under Communism

We do not oppose child labor. On the oontrary, we are
in favor of children working. What we do oppose is the
Tuthless exploitation of both child and adult workers
in the production for profits,

In the absence of oapitalist relations of production,
children will be required to work, but their labor will

Be a combination of productive labor with instructions,

According to different age periods, Training children
at an early age to work will be a neqessity under com-
munism, It will lay the foundation during tender years
for future useful men and women of & society where each
individual contributes his share to the totsl social
labor, Freed from the necessity to exploit the labor of
children, society will find no need for "demands®, above
all, such a sentimental one as "Prohibition of Child
Labor", a demand arising from the ruthlessnpess of oapi-
falist exploitation of children, coupled with the sight
of children df the oapital ist class who are coddled,
(continued on page 21 )
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g WAGES AND PRICES
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To conceal the real situation and disguise the manipu.-
lations of the exploiting class has always been the
foremost task of the capitalist press. A willing and
well serving instrument of ocapitalism, it does not have
to try very hard to twist things around in order to
make the functioning of our capitalist system diffioult
to understand., To gét a clear picture of the complex
structure of the capitalist apparatus thru newspapers
i8 an impossihility. Statements of the prees and com-
ments on current events and economic topics only con-
tribute to the general confusion and ignorance, How-
ever, disregarding the partiality and comments of the
capitalist press, there remain a number of statistics
and Juotations valuable for individual analysis,

The New York "Times" said recently: "Steel prices put
up to offset outlay for higher wagew......Higher wage
rates may act to retard re-employment,....Higher wage
rates with a shorter working week and no increase in
efficiency, whatever they may mean in dollars,must mean
less real income for workers....as if the worker could
not zet more except at the expense of capital; as if
the whole Question were cne of fair distribution of ex-
isting income, and as if granting a living wage %o the
poorest paid workers were primarily a moral oF a legis~-
lative issue....The real gains of labor must come from
an increase in the national output®.

Undoubtedly there is some truth in these statements,
but what here is truthful has nothing to do with the
question posed at present. True, higher wages and cor-
respondingly higher prices do not increase consumption;
on the contrary, there might result a fall in consump-
tion since many workers and middle class peoplé do not
%et an increase in income. And those workers who are
ortunate enough to get wage increases may, after all,
ot be able to buy more commodities because, aceording
to the theory of bourgsois economists, higher wages
are met by higher pricee. Hence the struggle for higher
wages appears to be senseless since the working class
does not seem to gain anything at all. This is precise-
1y what the capitalist press has in mind with ite
twisting and confusing but nevertheless cleverly ad-
vanced phraseology.

Fhat is the real issus? At closer analysis there are a
few conspiouous deficiencies in this capitalist theory
of wages and prices, Referring to the steel industry,

- 12 -

it will be noted that wages were raised almost without
gtruggle. Due to the grand-scale armament defense pro-
grams, the steel industry could hardly fill the recent
orders puuring in from everywhere, The supply--altho

the steel output in the last year has been tremendous--
could hardly satisfy the demand. Raw materials, too,
(necessary for the mteel industry, as scrap iron,copper
1ead, tin) went up considerably, Under these ciroum—
stances, price increases were natural. Labor trouble,
disturbing this prosperity boom, would be disastrous at
this moment, To avoid trouble and loss of profits,wages
were raised, Capitalism, in order to assure a smooth
functioning of its industries for the near future, in
this case could afford to give a little of its increased
profits to labor., As mentioned before, it could also af-
ford to raise the price since steel is very much in de-
mand at present, Nevertheless, to 1let the workers know
what is waiting for them if they keep on asking for
higher wages,the theory of higher prices due to higher
wages was brought to their attention. Labor's situation,
however, is somewhat different. We recall that prices in
the food and clothing industry--industries where the
workers mainly invest their money for life necessities--
went up long ago, and continue to rise, Precisely be-
cause of these higher prices of their 1ife necessities,
workers in other industries were forced to demand higher
wages also.

The capitalist is not so wiocked or greedy that he does
not want to give a living wage to labor; as a matter

of fact, it is of interest to each capitalist to give

as many 1life necessities to his workers as possidble in
order to keep them fit for the more and more intensive
work they are required to do with the growth of the pro-
ductive apparatus. But each capitalist is also interest-
ed in raising his own profitability, and if possible at
the expense of other capitalists. Therefore, if the
prices for food, clothing and shelter can be kept down,
8o much the better, because in that case the wage earn-—
ing class can be satisfied with less money. However, if
prices for the consumption goods of the workers should
rise and force them to demand higher wages, the capital-
ists will fight with all means at their disposal in
order not to reduce their profits,

The capitalist press also stresses the point that higher
wages are justified only if there is sufficient increase
in efficiency and national output. While we do not re-
fute this conception, we like to refer to the fact that
Dboth these conditions were fulfilled to a great extent
last year before the present strike wave for higher wages
set in. According to official statistics, the total Net
Profits of several main industries for the first nine
months of 1936, in comparison to the same time in 1935,
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weres as follows:

6
Stesl séafggg,ooo $7,500, 000
Machinery 18, ,000 8,700,000
Food 97, 400,000 75, 800,000
Textiles 2,500,000 1,100,000

Against thie tremendous gain in profiita, we have the
following figures for labor:

Employed in: Nov,1936 Nov,1935
Steel 841,100 19,900
854,500

Machinery 985, 600

Food 758,280 716,200
Textiles 1,707,600 1,631,000

with the following pay rolls:

Steel $23,252, 000 17,039,000

Machinery 25,117,000 lg, Z79,000
ood 16, 429, 000 14,415,000
extiles 27,621,000 25,563,000

If we bring these figures in relation to each other,we
see that although average wagee were about 10% higher
in 1936 than a year before, capitaliesm suocceeded in
Taising its net profits by an average of 50%.How high
the actual output in commodities wag these figures do
pot reveal., However, since it was pogsible to increase
the profits so tremendowsly (with agproximately only
10% more worksers), there is reason to assume that the
productivity (compare the figures of the machine indus-
try) has grown immensely,

In aswsiter corner of the capitalist press—-in the
"Boainess Section® that is seldom read by workers--we
£ind the following interesting statement:".,.An advance
gsuch as occurred in 1936 has always baen characteristio
pf a period in which consumption and business activity
were recovering rapidly, after a depression period..For
this disproportionate riss, the reason is perfectly well
Jnown, It has been only to a relatively small degres a
result of the inoresased consumption of better times....
Primarily, it has measured the great change since the
sarly Thirties in the world's agricultural production;

ticularly the recurrence of short corops such as al-
ways follows prolonged abundance; this action of Nature
peing emphasized by the official program of restrioted
goreage in this country"®, Y

Hers we approach the state of reality muoh closer,Sup-
ply and demand, abundance of goods and restrioction
programs play a decisive role in the determination
of the market price., It was Marx who gave us a olear
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piacture of the functioning of capitalist society. He
started from the compeption that commodities—-—or new
values--are created by labor power only. Price is no-
thing but the monetary expression of value; the con-
version of value into price by which commodities are
expressed as quantities (hours) of social average la-
bor. Commodities sell at their value, or in other words
in proportion to the quantity of labor realized in them
in the production process. In calculating the exchange-
pble value of a commodity, we must add to the quantity
of labor last employed, the quantity of labor previous-
ly worked up in raw materials, and labor bestowed upon
the means of production. However, the real valus of
commodities is sub ject to the fluctuations of the mar-
ket, namely, supply and demand. If supply and demand
would equilibrate, which very rarely happens in reality,
the market price of a commodity would coincide with its
real value, Thus, according to the laws of supply and
demand, commodities sell in the market sometimes below,
pometimes above their real. value.

Wages constitute only & part of prices, that is,a part

of the value (or price) of the total labor time employed.
The total value--in terms of money--goes partly to labor
in wages, partly to the capitalist in profits. If the ex-
ploiting class is forced to give a greater share in
wages to labor, its own share, the profit part, will be
reduced. This would, howsver, broadly speaking, not af-
fect the prices of commodities, or their values,since

the labor time incorporated in a given amount of commod-
ities has not changed thru this process,

Capitalists, by economio laws, have to raise their
2rof1tability constantly, and since the most produc-
"ive enterprise real izes the highest profits, and maxi-
mum output means maximum returns, they are compelled to
increase continuously the productivity by installing
newer and better machinery, improving management and ex-
tracting greater efficienocy from the workers. Only by
enlarging the output and deoreasing the cost of produc-
tion can capitaliste attain the required rate of profit.
Because wages constitute a part of the production cost,
the exploiting class has to cut down also in this direo~
tion as much a8 possible, Under these circumstanoces,
labor will be forced to fight again and again for higher
wages in order to aoquire the necessitias of life., To
Quote Marx: ".,..a struggle for a rise of wages follows
only in the track of previous changes and is the neces-
8ary offspring of previous changes in the amount of
Production, the productive powers of labor, the value
of labor, the value of money, the extent or the inten-
81ty of labor extracted, the fluctuations of market
Prices, dependent upon the fluctuations of demand and
Bupply, and consistent with the different phases of the
(continusd on page 21) 15




