who ever worked under the present speed-up methode
knows that no worker eoûld toil 12 or 14 hours daily
anymore, and in some induatriee even the g hour day
haa already beeome too long. This is illustrated by
the faet that the 40 yaar age limit is rapidly being
established. Sueh measures are juat as harmful for
eapitalism as they are for the working elass beeause
in a crisis it w111 be much more difficult to find a
new basia for profits; it is a situation that tendS
to langthen the orisis and to shorten the period of
~ new prosperity. For the working olass it simply
means that a further riBe of the living Btandard beOomeB impossible. For a while wageB w11l stagnate until a point is reaehad whara the downward trend beeomes
absolute. The old labor movement, whosa poliey it is to
fight for better living standards fbr the masses, is
bound to Buffer defeat after defeat, and due to this
ineffeetiveness heads towards a complete breakdown.It
wouJ.d be erroneous to find the explanation in the
unions' numarical weakness, or in their non-revolut1onary activity, but it is ths economio laws of motion
that dQminate every phase in society, especially in regard to the val ue of labor power , Ware the unione in a
position tc monopolize the price of labor power, they
might be capable ot increasing it temporarily above its
value. However, this has already become an impossibillty on account of the steadily growing army of unamployed. With this. the old labor movement has lost its
ground. It continues to live on its past sUQcass. A revival of that activity is au eoonomio impossibility.The
old labor movement is doomed and must make room for new
forms of organization.
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THE BROWNSHIRTS OF ZIONISM.

A few days after the terrnination of the Arab strike
and revolt in Palestina, two unsuspacted and harmleás
Arabs, paSsing thru the Jewiah town of Tel Aviv in a
oarriage were fired at and woundad by "unknown assailants'. Unknown for ths reaeon that they escaped.
Everybody, including tbs polioe, knows that they are
to be found in the ranke of the nRevisioniste" or extreme Zioniet nationalists who have never oonoealed
their liking for "direct act ion" and terrorism~ NeedleSB to say, they ara véry vocal, but hardly conv1noing, in proolaiming their innooenoe and talking of
"Marxist oalumnies". Yet the fight againat the Arabe,
a fight in which all means may be employed, ie one of
the guiding prinoiples of Revisionism wh10h has justly earned the nama of Zionist Fasoism. And it deservea
to be noted that tbs Tel Aviv outrage was preoeeded by
statements trom author1tative Rev1eionist aourC9s
Whioh are near to advooating the employment of terror~et taotics. In a statement on the s1tuation in Palestine, made on Sept. 9. 1936. Vladimir Jabotinaky,Duoe
of Jewish FaaCiam, sáid: "During the first weeks of
the struggle, the exero1ae of reatraint served a usefUl purposa. It showed that the Jew, when armed, 1s
Content to defend h1mse1f and does not attack and try
to revenge himae1f. For this reason, I vetoed a11
thoughta of retal1ation; but now I consider 1t my duty
to proo1aim that I have w1 thdrawn my veto ft.

tbi. unm18t&k&ble signal to~'t$rror1sm was supplemented
a tew 4&y. later by a statement trom the Viennese organ
ot the 'Revision1ste, the "Nat1on", referring to the situat10n in Palestine: "It happens nowa4ays that Jewish
n~wspapere in Palestina pûblish reports, hidden away in
small type between unlmportant newB, ot Arabs killed
here and there in P&leetine, ot Araba wounded, ot Jewa
arrested and aooused, eto. Jewlsh papers pUbllehed outaide of Palestine go even ~rther in biding fa.ots. They
talk of Arabs belng kil1ed by Arabs. What ls tbe good
ot all thie eyewaah? Is it our ~ault that ths world
foroee us to go lts wa181 The world to4&y understandB
no language but that of guns, maohine g~8 and plstols.
Now we too begin to le&1'.nthl. langua.ge. Let it net be
forgotten that ours ie a talsnted people. We have a~ready 1 earned many leaaons. Th. t1IIehas oome to learn
th! languaS! ot fire and blood". The shots in tel Aviv
provide the eoho to thia Inoite~ent.
Tne Jewe are no oholen people. They aro, in one respeot like other nation! under oapit&1i.m, 80 muoh so,
that'there 18 even a Jewish brand ot Fa.oism. !bis may
lIurpriae the 0&81J&1 observer w:no i8 lnol !ned to rega.rd
rasolem al a kind of Antl-semitism, or, at least, as
bound up wlth Anti-semltism. But it must be remembered
that olassio&l Faaolem, that ot Muaeolini, was never
antl-semltio. Fasoiam.is an international epidemio, although in eaoh oase protoundly nationa11Btiv. lts roots
are basioally the 8ame in all oountr1es, and is worth
not1ng thatthe epidemio bas not stopped at the doors
of the ghetto or at the border of Palestine.
The prin01ple germ-oarrierl of Jewish Fasolsm are everywhere the lower jldfte olasael, although Faso iet tenden01e8 are net odn ~e
to them alone. Slnoe the war! almost everywhere they are oaught between two fires.on ths
ene hand, they are finding lt more difUouJ. t to escape
pa\1perlsm; but nethlng horr1flea them more than the
i
thought of beoom1ng ~ro1et&rt&nl. Th1., however, is tbs r
tate, In strlvlng to exo&pe trom 1t their h&tred turne
aga1net the working 01aas. Tbey look baok \1po~history,
to the past that never returns; and beoause they etruggle aga1n8t thelr lnevitab1e aUbmergenoe 1n the great
maas of the proletar1at, thsy are the ealy prey of ev:ry
demagogue who prom1ee; them the return ot the Golden ge.
Th1s i8 tbs peoul1a1' tunetlon of Faao18m,.lteelt born Ois
the s&me urge wh10b lurea the. w1th 1tl shrill war-or18
ot "nat10nal Ûnlty' an4 "oommon weltare·. Inetead of
aoh1evtng unity w1th the lower Ol&8lel. thsy perm~ttt~::selve. to dre•• ot r1.1Dg to uppet soo1&l strata, u
parad1se to whioh tbe P1ed Plper ot ra.o1Bm leada the. he
lnevltably turn. out to bs the 881''''118
state in WhiOh t
ml~e
01&88 •• ar. o1'uabe4 &nel eXplolteel aa never be t01'e.
The Jewa have not been able to avolel thi. oontaà~'lo.~·
- 2 -

The 1.rabnorma.1 sltuat10n fa.vored thespread of the
diseaBe. To the fearful econom1e nead to whioh they
are stibjected ln all countrles of eastern Europe,and
in Germany, are a180 ad.ded nationa.l perseoution" the
withdrawa1 of politica1 rights and even brutal phyai_
ca.l terror. ~ile the olass-conscious workers &mong
them take part in the 8001&1 struggle of these oountriea with a view to solving their own national problem as a by-produot of the victory of Socia1iam, the
pressure to whioh they are sUbjeoted generatas an inflated nationa1iam among the numerous petty-bourgeOis
elementa. Tbe ~act that many countries whioh heretofora absorbed Jewiah emigrants are now oloaed te them
(U,S,A., Cana.d&# South Amerioa), oreatea the impreesion that Zioniam is ths only solution and Palestine
their ftPremised Lan1', To them, tmmlgration into Palestine means hopee of a bet ter futura, Ea.oh time
Zioniam ahows ltselt to be tneompatlble wlth reality,
the more the dsmagogusa flnd a fertile field. To tha
desperate massae, a11 kinds of quaok me4iolne ia appealing. Take for instanoe the plan recently proposed
vy tbe Revisionlsts whiOh provldes for the aett1ement
in Palestina "on both sides of the Jordanft of one an~
a half million Jews withln ths next ten years,Obvious_
ly this wide1y advertised plan, whieb ie presented
with muoh ballyhoo, is manifestly absurö. Yat Jabotinsky
is hal1ed as a Messta.h by many of the impoverished eastern Jews who oling to every straw.
In regard to Palestine itself. the majorlty of the Jewa
who Oome here are sinoere in proo1aiming the need of a
"restrafication" of the Jewieh people, Ey turning former traders, middlemen and "alr"-men into produotive
agrioultura1 and industrial workers, the sooia1 struoture of the,Jewiah people will be profoundly altered;
tbe Jews are to be "Normalized"# to use the eurrent
phraae. This idea, which is essentia1 ~o Zlonism, as
to every other nationalism, is often supplemented by
~ague oonoepts of a Sooialist sooiety in Palestine,
ut tbere is another group of tmmigranta eomposed of
traders, middlemen and other unproduotlve elements un~hl1ling te adjust thelr llves to the new conditions,To
i8 latter group, Palestine is merely a haven in whioh
jo oontinue thelr parasitio role. Tbls group within the
eWish community and the Zionist movement,struggling to
~:eserve its i~entity as being distinot trom the work~g 01as8. is~~he sooi&1 basis of Jewiah Fasoism.
J~botinaky stands for a "revision" of official Zionism
~iCh he aocuses of ftnational treason" and _ "Marxism"J
~!lemethode are a.lways the same.,.Tbe Revisionists aoC\lae the Zionist Exeoutive of "being the a.gency of Arab
~d gUppose~ British, rather than of Jewiah interests"
~ney ar~ nationalist dieha.rds. hundred pero~nters. To
- 3 -

them offioial Zioniem is Wthe renunoiatlon of Zionw•
Their minimum program provides for ths establishment
of a Jewieh State on both sides of the Jordan, i.e.,
Inoluding the mandatea territory of Transjordan, and
baaed on a Jewish majority in the oountry.
Firmly convinoed "that there oan be no spontaneous
reconciliation wtth the Palestine Araba, neither now
nor in the future", Jabotinsky rejects the Idea of a
politioal parity between the two peoples and demands
the creation of a Jewiah military force aa an indiepensabIe condition for the realization of hie aime.
"Zionism ia impoasible without a Jewieh Legion ••,The
whole Jewish people must beoome a people in arms."
The setting up of this Legion is a180 declared by the
Revisioniste to be "a prime neoessity for ths seourity
of the British Empireft. At the same time, they decIare
themselves ready to prooeed ftwith,without or against
the British". 'This flexible formula hid.ee a pro-Italian tsndenoy whioh has of late become more marked.The
military formations of the Revisionists (strangely
enough their shirts are brown) are regard.ed as the
nucleus of ths Legion whose purpose it is to break by
foroe ths opposition of the Arabs to Zionist penetration and to establish aftfait aocompli" ar.dpossibly
more than ene,
It has of ten been remarked that there exists a olose
resemblance between the phraseolcgy of Zionist Revisionism and that of German Natiosal Sooialism. But the
resemblanoe is not only one in worde.The Revisioniste
fight "ths inoreasing ~eponderanoe of the workers'
organizations". They protest against the subsidies
given by the offioial Zionist movement to settIements
maintained by the Jewiah workers. They insist that
private initiative is more important th&n pUblio funds.
Tbe Zionist labor movement is a.ocused of lIintransigenoe
and lust of power", ftunnecessary insistenoe on socia1
confliotsft ftdogmatio application of the class struggle
theory whi~h derivea from Europeft. All this is the more
absurd s mce every objective obsarver is foroed to admit that extreme nationalism is the beginning and the
end of the pol ioy pureusd by ths Jewish Labour Federation in Pa.lesti~e. This poliey is made oompletsly sUbservlent in theory as weIl as in practiee, to Zionist
natlonallam and renounoes everything remote1y oonnected
with independent olass politios. In spits of these wellknown and unassailable faots, ths ultra-moderate trade
unions whieh make up tba bulk of the Zionist Labor Party,
are aoeused by the Revisioniste of Marxist and Bolshevist tandeneies as weIl as of ftsaorificing ideals to ths
golden cal!l" Compulsory la.borarbitration is demanded
in order to ensure the "sUbordination of all partioul~r
interesta to the pr~. necesaitles of national unity.
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la 1t not obvious that, if anything, this program "derives from Europe"?
The Revisionist organization was founded in April 19 5
by Vladimir Jabotinsky, a Russian Zionist journalist 2
who had organized a corps of Jewish volunteers in Al~x_
andria during the world-war to serve on the Gallipoli
front. Even at that early date he atood for power
polities, first against Turkey, for some time against
En~land, always against the Arabe and the wor kers In
1920, Jabot insky, then lieutenant was exnelled trom
Palestine by the British for organizing iÎlegal formations. In 1923 he made apaot, behind the backs of the
official Zionist Organization with the repreaentative
of the Ukrainian "White" Benefal and ferooious Jewbaiter Petlyura, for the creation of a Jewish corps
within the frame-work of an anti-bolshevist White Guard
in the Ukraine. When tbs intrigue leaked out, violent
protest~ were made by the Jewiah labor organizations
oompelllng Jabotinsky to resign from ths Executive of
the Zionist Organization. Thia gave the 'enfant terrible! his chance to pla.yhis messianic role with a
veng~~no~. He became a "leader" a.nd, copying the HitIer movement, built up a strictly authoritaria.n and
militarist organization baaed on centralized direotion
the "Leader principle", and an inoredible oult of the '
personalityof the "Leader".
The adherents of the movement in Palestine supplemented by reoruits from tbs backward mriental'Jews, carry
on a campaign against the Sooialist workers whioh far
outstripa even their terroristio offensive against the
Arabs. In Palestine, too, the "extermination of Marxism" is on the a~enda. Here too the workers! organizations are to be smashed". The Revisionists! organized
strike breakers, their activities resulting in pressure
on the wage etandard. Paradlng their Brown-shirts thru
the streetB, they did everything to provQke the workers.
They attacked meetings (a meeting in honor of BrailB~ord, the Engilsh SoCialist, was bombarded with stones
y the ir hooligans) and organized gangs to beat up
bPolitical opponents. Some yeats ago terrorist groups
elonging to their party were diaoovered in Jerusalem
and in Tel Avlv. In 1933 the Revisionist speakers and
new6paperB oonduoted an incredible campaign of slander,
on the lines of the recent Salengro campaign in France,
against nr.Arlosoroff. then leader of the Labor Party
member of the Zionist Exe out ive• On..June
landprominent
5, the Revisionist Orga.noulminated its "mud-sIinging"
Qampaign by depicting him as a "traitor to the JewiBh
people, itB honor and seourity". Thirty hours later he
(Dr.Arlqsoroff) was dead - assaBsinated in Tel Avlv,
the 100% Jewiah town.
- 5 -

Biml1ar tactloa are employed outside ot Palestine.rba
8pr~ad of ant1-aeml tiam is welcómed by ths Revisionists. They do not fight it. Rather they utillze it to
further their own ends. While a wave of persecution
and torture swept Germany aftel."the HitIer coup,
Jabotinsky made a apel'lohin public in Berlin whioh waa
nothing less than a wholes~e indiotment of the Socl&1ista within th~ Zionlst movemant. The aforementioned
Hebrew Org&n of the Revisioniste, ths "Haait Ha'am",
1933 gloritied Hitler and presente~ his movement as
a shlning example to Zionism. They admire Mussolini
and Franco.
In Germany tbe Revisioniste carrled out raids on labor
oluoB. In other oountriee they perform attaoke on Socialists, In other worde, ths psouliar "spirit" and
methodB of the Brownshirts are shown to be quite oompatible with Judaism. Revieionism proper might be described, to use a math~matioal formula. as "Zlonism plus
Hitleriemll• or as "Hltler iam minus Anti-eemitlsm".
In 1925 Jabotlnaky was abls to muster four f~ower8
at bhe Zlonist Dongress. In 1933 hls tollollera captured
twenty per oent of the total poll and sent forty-f1ve
delegates to the Congress. Two years later, they left
the Zionist Organlzation and he14 a $eparate oonvention
at whieh, according to thelr own reports, delegates representlng 700,000 membere of the ·New Zionist Organization" partioipa.ted.
The Arab revolt of 1936 wa. a godsend to these Fasciste
leading as lt 41d to a wave of chauvinism &mong the
Jews. The Revisloniste are doing everyt~1ng to make
oapital Qut of thia facto They are playing a dangeroue
game s mee to them ·a world war would be ths best
ohanCe of reallzing the Zlonist maximum". Thelr aim 11
to beoome universally recognlzed as the standard bearers of Zionist intran81~noe a~d max1malism.Their slogan continues to be: "Jud8& must be rsbol'n with tire
and blood."

- ABNER BARN! TAN (Tel Av1v)
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------------<lULD LABOR
I. Cla9s

U8l:.l9

---------------The paxtioUlar lssue that causea So muoh intra-claaa
oonfliot among ths exploiters from time to time is
that of chlld labor. But the chlldren and youth of
the land wil1 continue to be exp10ited regardlesa of
legislation. protests, and the fine desires of those
capitalists whose profit-maklng does not require ths
direct expendi ture of children 'a 1abor-pewer.
Exp1oltation of Child Labor ls
Nec8asary to Capitalism.
Tbe exploltation of ~ildren ls a neoessary factor in
product ion for profits. Under capitalism, ths working
olass and lts ohlldren are only a part of the investment carlta1 in the product ion of surplus va1ue. The
labor-powar of ohl1d workers will be always in demand
ln capitalist product ion because its maintenanoe and
reproduotion is leas costly than that of adUlt workers.
Anything necessary te the production of surplus valua
canno t be abolished by legialation, but only by a revolutienary working class bent upon changlng the relatiens of production from oapitalist to oommunist 1'elations,
When the fl'amers of the Chlld Labor Amendment made 19
yea.rs ths boundary 1ins between childhood and maturlty,
they had hazardous industriea in mind; that is, those
particUlar factol'iea and mills in which the 1abor-power
of Ohl1dren and youth is not BO pl'oduotive.
Onder the oodes of the 'one-time Nationa1 Recovery Act,
100,000 chlldren marohed out of mUIS! and factories
thruout ths country to make p1aees for werkers hitherto unewployed because these workers oould nvt 8uccessfUlly bid for the sale of their labor-powe~ a.~wages
at which ths ohi1dren were hlred. But Am~rican labol'
embraoes more tha.n the industrlal 8oene.'i:vto
million
Children betweeri the ages of ten and aigpteen are now
liatsd as working. Industry aocountGd fo= only a sma.ll
proportion ef the total. Tbe greatest nQ~ter, nearly a
half mil1ion, are engage~ in agricultur0. Wllere laborpower ia employed en a large scale, ohildren's hands
and eyes are important because they are oheapez , a.nd
this ia why most of ths agrarian states oppoae legisla.tion prohiblting chlld labor.
When, over

8.

period of time, the exploltatlon of
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chlldren p:1:eaenta itaelf to tha populatlon in a.ll of
lts deQTading reallty. when capltallsts themselves can
fully ~iaw the reaulta of their handiwork--workers
wlth reaimed and atunted bodles, mentally aUbnormal and
neurotlc,--when
such a altuation tends to threaten
even the exiatence of capital ltself, only then are
leglslatlve mdaaures formulatei, interpreted, paaaed
upon an d anforoed. Nevc;rtheleas, the gamut of law-!!laking dn~ law enforcement must leave loopholee thru which
tha polltioiana eject their intarpretation of the law
in tne interest of those aectiona of capltalista for
whom the labor of ohildren ls necesa~y
for their proflt-mal~ing. In short, the history of chlld labor legls1ation reveals the aga-old flexibillty of capitalist
legislation in general, where at times the remedy la
worss than ths disease.
The visio~rlea
of a haven within capitallam everlastlngly rtib elbowa with politioiana in ths hope ~f eradicating thia or that over-shadowing feature of capitalist exploitatlon, but ths pious w1shea of auoh whopefule" do not allay tbe äffecta of capital in its exploitation of the working clasa and lts offapring, as
ia disclosdd from the oanotonous history of ohild labor
legislation in tbia country.
Ths States

l

WLegialation"

of Chil~ Labot

Every State in the Union has on its statutes laws for
the regulation of children's labor. But there are 81ways ways of getting around those lawa. An example of
thia ia the ~nount of tendment home werk done by New
Jersey children, diatributed to them from factor les in
nel~hboring atates. Thus New York manufacturera who
were sending their work to New Jersey to escape the
New York ragulationa against tenement home work, were
not subject to the pena1tles imposed by the New Jersey
lawa. In this way, they sucoessfullY dodged state lawS.
Ooly recently New York's Legialature aupported a rneasure designed -to outlaw sale and produotion with10 the
State of goods made by ohild labor as a sUbstitute for
ratification of the Federal Child Lahor Amendment".
Child workers themaelvea oross sta.te 110es in sea.rch
of work, where state regUlations oonflict with the necesaity whioh caplta.lism forces upon the children,who
must be eXp10ited in order to live. The lmport~t~on of
ohildren from one state to another is a particular feature of capi~liam,
and cannot be sliroinated 80 long as
capitalist relations exiet. As many industrles have
shifted to ths aouthern atatea, ths dlffioulty of seouring adequate labor power has led to ths importation
of children from northern oitie9 for seasonal work,
-
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suOh aa exiata ln the c~~n1og industry, theae children
returning when they are no longer needed.
New York City ls the worst example of tenement heme
work. Thousands of boys and girls, some as young aa
two and thl'ee.yeara ol.d, make a'r t Lfi.cJs.L flowe:r8, Sew
garments, make cheap toys. Tedious and menial jobsJ
'Ihe S-~ate car.no t interfere with this kind u:
ch:i.ld
labor because it 11censea tenemen~s for nomé employment an d does not employ aufficient inspectora to aee
that the child labor laws are obeyed.
Industrial capitalista in aome states raise the cry of
"Unfé'.irnass" when their producta must ccmpete ou the
me,rk9·Gwith those of manufacturers
ia s ta t os ·"here lower chilà. lahor atandards are permittt3o.• Eve n t~Qugh a
Federal ~inimum of wage rates and ho~a of labor were
fixed Îor children for all the statea, enforcement of
these lawa proved "too slowand
inadequate ", For thie
reason Congresa and the Federal administration were
finally looked to for the remedy.
Federal Legislation

of Child Labor

In Dece~ber 1906 the first proposala ~r a Federal läW
waa made in Congress to "prohibit the employment of
children in the manufacture or productlon of artiolee
intended for lnterstate commerce". Ten ye~rs later, in
September 1917, the Federal child labor law was adopted. Congreas aought in thia meaeure to close the channele cf interatata and foreign oommerce to the produota
of child labor. Aft~r thia law had been in operation
nina mcnths, the United Statee Supreme Court p~ssed &
de o fa Ion that the law was bot a legltimate exeroise of
CongressIs power to regulate lnterstate commeroe and
was therefore unconstitutional.
Following thia decielon~ Congreea enaoted, in Feb.1919,
as p~rt of the revenue aot of 1919 a provision for a
tax of ten per oent on the annual net profit of certain
e8tabl18hment~ which employed children in violation of
the age and hour atandarde laid down in the act. The
Supreme Gourt again held that th1s law was not a v81id
exeroise of CongreselB right to lay and colleot t&xes.
Only two methode were therefore left to Cong=esa- It
must either abandon the object which was ao ugh t in ths
above two laws, or the const1tution must be amend8d BO
äS to glve CongreaB the power which it was believed to
have when these two laws wers paased. The latter course
wa.s taken.
'!'hetype of law tha.-tCongrsse would b e 1 ikely to paas
unà.er ths Amendment Ls as follows: 1t would prohibit
- i -

the shlpment of Interstate oommerce of goode produoed
in mines and Quarrles In whloh chl1dren under 16 years
of age were emp10yedj or in workshops or faotorles in
whloh chi1dren under 14 years were employed. or in
whioh ohlldren aged 14 to 16 workad more than elght
.hours a day or s ix days a week or between 7 p.m. and
6 a.m.
The Amendment was stibmitted for ratitioation by Congr~as in 1924, rejected by thirty-flve states within
thr~e yaa.rs af ter 1t was atibmitted by a two-thirds
vote of Congresa and revived in State legialatures
in
1933 by ths N,R,A, Among the 2g stat~s whioh ha.ve ratiflsd the Amendment are many whioh originally rejeotad
it, As for the reoord of rejeotions by States. since
1933 there have been a total of 41 rejeotions;of
these,
eleven oame in 1933, seven in 1934, nineteen in 1935.
and tour in 1936. So muoh .tor ths hopeless attempt to
regulate and prohibit the eXploitat1on
of ohl1dren by
oapitalist legislation,
'I'heHolI Roman

Cathol1o

ChurohJ

Tbe Catholic Chureh is peking lts nose into the issue
in th~ hope of stlffen1ng dpPQsition to ratifying ths
Amendment. The Amendme~t,
it ratified
would "threaten
interferenoe with religious edueation',
This reason
took hold of the Churoh's flock of Demooratie mambera.
partieula.rly in the New York State Assembly at Alba.ny
a.nd prevented ratifioation by th&t Assembly. Ths Ca.tholio Chur C'h partially ma1ntains its schools, convents
and orphan asylums by the labor of Catholio orpha.ns and
by the labor of those chl1dren whose parents cannot afford to pay for thair train1ng, The Churoh is up to its
medieval triokery of hiding under its relisious cloak
ths real rea80ne for its existenoe.

in those ohi1dren who ar6 f.ore~d to work.Tbe eapital_
iet olass ie oomposed of Women as weIl as men; Wom6n
who do not hesitate to exploit the ohildren of worktn
mothers 1f Buch exploitatioL 8.I.?Buree~hem a. 1He tlf g
1eisure, 'I'hem1sery of the \/or,dng 01::1.3S
and :!.ts chlldren arisea fr om sooietyls divislon into eoonomio
t
gories. Therefore, any speoia.l ~ppeal to either se~aa.:suoh is usaless.
State Maintenanoe

of (hlldren

From time to time there is advanoed the idaa that the
State should ta.ke over the feading and care of the
ohildren, anc! in this way elimina.te ohild. labor.Al tho
th1s scheme is entirely a.n 111usion, ae cap~talism
needs the fa.mily form for tts very existenoe,asaum1ng
Sta te maintena.nce of oh Udren to be pass fole, then the
v.luB of labor-powe:z: would drop; 1t woud no langer incl ud!, the reproduet aon cos ts , If pars!üs ware relieved
of tne coet of maintaining
their childrsn, then in act\1&lity ths wagee of the parents wUI oe ó.èpreoiated by
wa.y of competition.
Childleae married. t:~~'l. would oompete
with the fathel'e of families and share in the wage reduetion without being relieved tlf ey burden, Froed of
the oare of the ir chlldren, mothers would be forced into the labor ma~ket to sharpen ths oo~petition there.
Childles9 WiVS8 would aleo be foroed into the struggl~
for work, Male workers would be oompelled to oompete
with women for thelr living and thelr wages would be
reduoed aooordingly.
So that caplta.lism gets the labor~
power of the women as weIl as of the men for the atibslstenoe of the two saxes, inetead of only ~he laborpower of th& men,
Ch ild L&bor Onder

Communlem

We do not oppose

To the Ladies

J

At the time woman suffrage Wae made lawful in this
oountry, the economio speoialiste ataked their hopes
en the woman voter, They expeoted much impr~vement in
social legislation thru the oiv1c zeal of tha woman
voter and were oonfident that Amdrioan women were
a.gainat "child alavery·, But, alasJ furthered capitaliam left its mark: tháré is not the enthusiaam on the
part of the women for ohlld welfare that "publio spirited" individuala antioipated.
al though f,eminine philanthropists
oontinue to go a.bout as usual in Polyanna.
faahion prying 1nto the humbie affaire of working .
mothers. In the fashibnable Biltmore Hotel in New York
City, Secretary of Labor, Frances Perklna, recently appealed to 300 business and profession$l
women "to exeroise the1r anoient mercies" by inter~et1ng themselves
- la -

ohlld labor. On ths oontrarr, we &re
in favor of oh11dren werking. What wa do oppose is the
ruthless exploitatlon of both ohlld and adul t workers
1~ the productlon for proflte.
In the absence of oaplta.list relations of produotion~
ohlldren will be requlred to work but their labor w11l
be a oomblna.tion of productive labor with 1ns-truotionl!l
aceording to differentage
periode, Training ohildren I
at au early age to work will be a nSQesslty undBr oommunism. It will 1ay the foundation during tender years
tor future useful men and women of & soc1ety where eaoh
individual oontr1butes his share to the total soola.l
labor. Freed from the neoesslty to exploit ths labor of
chil~en,
society will tind no need for .demandsR
above
&11, Buch a sentiment&! one as .Prohlb1tlon of Ch11d
Labor", a demand a~i9ing trom the ruthless~8S
of oap1taliet exploitation of ohl1~en~
ooupled wlth ths 9ight
Of children df ths oapitaJ.ist 01a9s who are codd1ed~
(oontinued on page 21 )
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WAGE) AND PRlCES
!ttmmmmrrilllmmmmrG..lTimmmr~~

To oonoeal the real s1tuat10n and d1sgu1ee the man1pu
latione of the expl01t1ng 01a88 has always been ths
foremost task of the oap1talist prees. A willing and
well serving instrument of oapltallsm, lt does not have
to try very hard to twlst thin~a around in order to
make the funotioning of our capltalist syetem diffloult
to unde rstand. To gat a clear pioture of ths oomplex
etructure of the oapltalist apparatus thru newepapers
ls an imposslbility. Statements of the press and comments on current events ànd economic toplcs only contribute to the general oonfusion and ignorance. However, disregarding the partlality and oomments of ths
oapitalist prees, thers remaln a number of statistica
and quotatlonB valuable for 1ndivldual analysis.
p

The New York 'times" sa1d recentIy: "Steel prioes put
to offset outlay for higher wage••••••• Higher wage
rates may aot to retard ~e-employment •••••Higher wage
~atea with a ehorter working week and no inoreass in
efficiency, whatever they may ~ean in dollars,must mean
less real inoome for workers ••••as if the worker oould
not get more except at the expensB of capital; aS if
the whole question were one of fa1r dlstribut10n of exlstlng inoome, and as if grantlng & living wage to the
poorest pald workers were pr1m&~ily a moral or a leglslative issue••••Tbs real gains of labor must oome from
an mcreaae in the national output'.
Up

Undoubtedly there is some truth in these statements,
but what here is truthfUl has nothlng to do with the
question posed at present. True, h1gher wages and oorrespondingly higher prloes do not 1ncrease oonaumptlonj
on ths contrary, thers might result & fall in oonsumption sincs ~ny workers and middle olass people do not
gat an inorease in tncome. And those workers who are
fortunate enough to get ~ge tnoreasea may, af ter a~l,
net be ~ble to buy aore oomoodlties because, acpord1ng
to the theory of bourgeois eoonomiste, higher wages
~re met by higher prices. Hence the struggle for higher
wagee appears to b& eenseless since the working 01ae8
does not seem to galn &nything at allo Thls ls precisely what the oapitalist press has in mtnd with its
twisting and oonfusing but ne.ertholess oleverly advanced phraseology.
iVhat ls the real iàsue? At oloser analys1e there are a
few oonspiouous defloienolee ln this oapitalist theory
of wagee a.ndpriosB. Referring to the steel tndustry,
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it will be noted that wages were raised almost without
etruggle. Due to the grand-soale armament defense programs, the steel industry cculd hardly fill the reoent
orders pauring in from everywhere. The supply--al~ho
the steel output in the last year haa been tremendous __
could hardly satisfy the demand. Raw materiaIs, too,
(necassary for the .teel induatry, as scrap iron,oopper
lead, tin) went up oonaiderably. Under these oiroum'
Etanc8S, prioe 1ncreasea were natural. Labor troUbIe,
diaturbing this prosper1ty boom, would be diaaatrous at
this moment. To avoid troUbIe and loas of profits,wages
were raissd. C&pitalism, in order to assure a smooth
tunctioning of its industriea for the near future, in
th1s case oould afford to give a little of lts increased
~rof1ts to labor. As mentioned before, it could also af!ord to rals8 the prioe s tnce steel 19 very muoh in demand at present. Nevertheless, to let the workers know
what ia waiting for them tf they keep on aaking for
higher w&~e,the theory of higher prices due to higher
wages waa brought to their attent ion. Labor'8 situation,
bowever, is somewhat different, We recall that prioes in
the food and olothing induatry--industries where the
workers mainly lnvest their money for life necessities-went up long ago, and oontinue to rise. Precieely becauae of these higher prioes of their 11fe neoessitiee,
wor kers in other industries were foroed to demand higher
wages aï sc.
Tbe oapitalist ls not so wioked or greedy that he does
not want to give a living wage to labor; aS a matter
of fact, 1t is of interest to &aoh oapitalist to give
as many life neoeaslt1es to hls workers as poesible in
order to keep them fit for the more and more intensive
work they are required to do with the growth of the productive apparatus. But each oapitalist is a180 interestad in raising his own profitabilitr, and if possible at
the expense of other capitalists. Tnerefore, 1f the
pricee for food, oloth1ng and shelter aan be kept down,
so much the better, bec&use in that case the wage earn~ng c1ass oan be satiSfiJsd with leas money. However, if
prices for the oonsumption goods of the workers should
rise and foroe them to d&mand higher wages, the cap1talista Will fight with all means at their disposal in
order oot to reduce the ir profits.
The aapitalist prees also Btresses the point that higher
wages are justified only if there is sufficient increaS6
in efficiency and national output. While we do not refute this concept ion, we like to refer to the fact that
both these condit10ns were fulf111ed to a graat extent
last year before the present strike wave for higher wages
eet in. According to offioial statistios, the total Net
Profits of several main industries for the first nine
monthe of 1936. in oomparison to the same time in 1935.
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:::~ •• follO··:.62~~,OOO
Kaohlnery
Food
Textilel

19.
.000
97,400,000
2.500.000

$7 ,§6~?000

8.700,000
75,800,000
1.H)0.000

Ag&1nst thM tremen4c)\lSga.in in proflta, we have the
fo11owlng flgures for labor:
Emp10yed in:
St&el
M&chlnory
Food
Textllea

Nov. 1936
841.100
985.600
758.500
1,707, ëoo

Nov.1935
719,900
854,500
716,200
1,631,000

.1th the fol1owing pay rolla:
Steel
lI&ohinery
rood
'l'extilea

$2.3,252,000
25,117,000
16,429.00027,621,000

17 .•
0.39,000
19,779,000
14,415,000
25,563,000

lf we brini these flgures in relatlQn to ea.oh other,we
lee that although average wI.g8s "ere ab"out 10% b,igher
1n 1936 than a yaar before. caplta11sm luooeeóed ln
rals1ng lts net profits by an averag8 of 50~.How hlgh
the aotual output" in oommodltles ~
the~e f1gures do
Dot revea1. However. since lt was po~slb1e to inoreaae
the proflts so tremendously (wlth approximate1y only
10~ more workers») there ls reason to &Ssume that the
product1vlty (oompare tbs figures of the maohine industry) bas grown immensely.
ln ~r
corner of the oapltallst pr88s--1n tbe
'B~1ness Seotiona that ls se1dom read by workera-~we
!ind the following interesting sta~ement: "•••An adva.no8
,uoh as oocurred in 1936 bas alwa18 been ohazacter1atl0
pf a perlod in whloh oonsumptlon and buslness ••ot1vl~y
.ere recover1ng rap1dly, af ter a depress10n period ••FOT
th18 disproportlonate riSe. the r8ason ls perteotly well
Jnown. It bas been only to a relatively small &sgree a
leeul t of the inoreased oonsumpt1on of better times ••••
,r lma.r11y, 1t has measured the great chltDge s 1tloethe
.arly Thlrt1es in the world a agr10ultural p~~duot1on.
,artloularly the reourrenoe ' of short orops suoh as a1waYB" follows prolonged abundanoe; thiS aot1on of N••ture
~e1ng empha81zed by the offioial program of restrioted
"creage in thls oountry".
Mere we approach the state of reallty muoh closer.Supply and demani1 abun4ance of coods and ~e8trlotion
program8 play • deole1ve role in the determination
of ths market prloe. It was Marx who gave us a olear
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piature of ths funotlontng of oapltalist sooiety. He
etarted from the conosption that commodlties--or new
valuea--are oreated by labor power only. Prloe ls nothlng but tbe monetary expression of valuei the oonvers ion of v.lue lnto pr1ce by which commoditlee are
expressed as quantitiea (hours) of sooia1 average 110bor. Commodities sell at their valua, or in other worde
tn proportlon to the quantlty of 1abor re&llzed in them'
in the produot1o~ process. In Oaloulating ths exohange_
~ble val~ of a commod1ty, we must adel to the quantity
of la.bor laat emp1oyed, the quantlty of labor previously worked up in raw materlale. and 1abor bestowed upon
the means of produotlon. However, tbe real va.lua of
commodities is sUbject to the fluctuations of ths mar~et, namely, supp1y and demand. If supply and <iemand
would eq,ullibrate, whioh very rare1y happens in reality,
the market prlce of ••oommodity would coinoide w1th 1ts
rea1 val ue , Thus. acoording to ths laws· of auppl y and
4emand. commodities ae1l in the market sometimes below,
tJometimea above their real,value.
Wages oonstltute only & part of prioes, that ls,a part
pf the va.lue (or prlce) of the totallahor time employed.
'!'hetotal value--in terms of money--goes partly to labor
~n wages, partly to the ca.pltalist in profits. If the exploiting c1ass is foroed to give a grsater share in
wagès to labor, lts own share, the profi~ part, will be
reduosd. Th1s would, however, broadly speaking, net affeot the prioea of oommoditles, or thelr values,sinoe
the labor time incorporated in a given amount of oommodlties has not changed thru thls process.
Capita1ists, by economio laws, have to rals8 thelr
pro:tltabillty oonatantly, and since ths IJX)st
produotlve ente~prlse rea11zes the hlghest proflts, a.ndmaximum output means ma.ximum returns, they are oompelled to
increase continuous1y ths produotlvity by installing
newer and better machinery, improving management and extraoting grsater effio1enoy from the workers. Only by
Snlarg1ng the output and deoreaa1ng the cost of produotion can capltalistaattain
the required rate of proflt.
Becaus8 wagee oonstltute a part of the produotion cost,
the explolting olass bas to out down also in this dlreot10n as much as pose1ble. Under these oiroumstanoes,
labor wi11 be foroed to flght again and agaln for higher
wages 1n order to aoqu1ta ths neoeBsit1~ of life. To
quote Marx: "•••10etruggle for a rise of wages follows
only in the track of prev10us ohanges and 1s the neceaaary offspring of previous ohanges in the amount of
production, ths produotive powers of 1aoor. the value
of labor. the value of money, the extent or the intena1ty of labor extraoted, the fluotuations of market
pr aoea , c1ependent ~on the n uotuat ions of demand and
8upply, and oonsistent with thd different phases of the
(continuad on page 21)
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