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the econcmic determinants that impel the 0,P, to suz-
port Lim are almost ccapletely iencred as if the Fixn-
lectic d4il not exist ws the mathod cf ravclutiorary
criticism, The resulit is an analysis cf Lewis iun a
vacuur instead of in tzs flux of econcmic chanse.How-
ever, amidst such enstionzl cvaluations as "Jchu L,
Lewis--than whom there is no bdlacker figure, nc wcre
consistent betrayer," etc., the reader may glsan some
definite facts on Lawis' career, ani for this reason
the pamphlet is nct without value,

RICH TLAND, POGR LAUD, A pamphlet summary of a book cf
the sane title by Stuart Chase, Learue For Industrial
Democracy, Few York City., 27 pp. 15 ceats.

The forces that have transformed America into the most
powerful nation of the earth have dons much to devas-
tate ard deplets the land, Lumber cocpanies have de-
stroyed almost nine-tenths cf its forests. Ercsicn,
caused principally by the indiffereat uprooting of
vegstation ani the consejuert lcossning of the scil,
has swept, and is swecping, away ons-sixth of ths
country, ¥ide waves of dust, checked no longer by
grass, transform rich areas into wastelands,The szoke
of refireries has destrcyed vegetaticn; mining projects
have gutted the earth of its richest nineralsj;the filth
of cities has killed "more fish than all the fishermen,
and silt has killed xore than pollution.".....Ani the
waste cortinues, The rate of Jepletiun is indicated by
the FVatural Resources Board report that in one day, on
one field in Texas, encugh zas is blewn irtc the air
"to supply the United Kin.dom twice cver," Thus has
Amsrica's growth been accoapanisd by 2 prodigicus waste
of its natural wealth. (And what shall be said of the
waste of human lives?) But though the pamphlet has
much to say in condsmnaticn of this destruction of re-
sourccs, yet of the system that lives by suwch aestruc-
tion, it says nothing, The author blames this waste on
the desire for individwal gain; dbut He does not consid-
er the economic drive behind the acts of the despoilsrs.
He wnuld balalce outflow with inflow, and mirimize the
use of irreplacable materials; and tc this end ,he would
replace the mad strugzls for profits with ccllective
action, 3But apparently he would not touch the economlo
base from which that strugsle springs. To abstract in-
dividuals from their age and ite compulsions, and to
analyze their motives without the ctjective stimuli; to
seek to modify their ovechavior without modifying thoee
objective condisienss-is to indulge a most superficial
analyeis and 2 most futile effort, Yet beyond this
point the petty bourceois inaividual cannot go. Though
by force of his suscordinate eccnomic positicn he bewa}ls
the evils of capitalism, still by rorce of :ii>class in-
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terests he must preserve the systewn., Yot with the
petty-bourgeoisic, therefcre, is sociolosic rrowress
possible, but with the proletariat--with trose whom
Capital ism car ncw offer nothing but privaticn and
pain, and who, in the collapse of capital ism, have
nothing but their bondiage to lose,

THE TRAGEDY OF SPAIN, by Rudolph Rocker, Freie Arbeiter
Stimme, New York City, 47 pp. 15 cents.

The conflicting economic forces in Spain have been here
disentangled and traced to their scurces., Mussolini and
Hitler seek the wineral despodits of Spain, together
with areas that will zive them centrol of the fediter—
ranean, Ensland and France, knowing that a victory by
either Franco or the Loyalists may cut them off from
their colonies, as well as jeopardize their interests
in Spain, protract the war so as to exhaust and render
helpless to their domination both sides of the strug-
gle, as well as to prolong the drain on Italy's and
Germany's rescurces, Russiz, impelled by the threat of
the anti-Soviet alliance combining Japan, Italy and
Germany, creates an alliance of her own with France

and England, and her interests ih Spain become allied
with the intercsts of these countries., Her shipments

of arms to Spain began, therefore, only when the
Loyalists were losing ground and, though dearly bought
with Spanish gold, were thenceforth doled-out in pro-
portions sufficient only bto egualize, and thus protract,
the war, The anti-Fascist Front, dependent upon Russia
for arms, becomes subject to her policies--which are
the policies of France and EnzlsncG. The class-war is
abandoned; the bourgeois character of the united front
becomes more znd more manifest; revolutionists are 4dis-
placed from leaziingz positicns. In a word, whatever pro-
letarian character the arti-Fascist Front had, has been
emasculated,...Thus the whole camouflage of neutrality-
pacts, democracy, People'!s Front, is stripped away from
the various powers and we see each nation, Fascist,
DETocraticz or Bolshevik, as predatory Capitalism, after
all,

But though this picture of the Spanish situation is com-
mer}dlbly clear and free from the usual confusion of de-
tail, it is not complete, The author has not indicated
what the class—conscious workers should do in the face-
of the bourgeois character of the united front and the
treacherous reactionism of the Communist Party., Apparent-
ly the murder of revolutionists and the butchery at Bar-
celona have taught him nothing, Apparently he believes
that workers should continue pouring out their blood in
a cause that is not their own, But had he reviewed his
own facts, he mizht have seen that the Spanish Civil War
=




is only a strugzle between rival srours for the
privilege of explciting the masses, Hde might kave
reasoned that only treachery and betrayal fer th
proletariat can follow their alliarnce with eithsr
side, He might have seen that if, as he indicates,the
8logan of Democracy versus Fascism will be used to be-
tray workers into the noxt world war, it has Yesn used
already to betray them in the struggle in Spain,

After all, democracy and Fascism serve the interests
of the same system, VWorkers must therefore carry the
class—war against them both, They must fight Capital-
ism everywhere regardless of what disguises it wcars
and what gljases it assumes, If workers must fall on
the field of battle, let them fall fighting, not that
one group of exploiters instead of another should have
domination over their lives--but fighting in the cause
of their own liberation,

THE PCPULAR FRONT
from the bourzeoisiz to the anarchists

A short time ago, Companys', bourgois-president cf the
GENERALITAT of Catalunia anncunced his decision to
regign.

Comrent of the Barcelona newepapers: (Taken from
Comunicat De Premsa, # 2la, October 2l, 1937.
Commissariat De FPropazanda,Generalitat De Catalunya)

Dia Grafico:M:..Thz work ¢f the Popular Front must be

efrectuated....(so that it) may brinsy about the triumpf
¢f the Republic ani of Liberty." (Republican)

La Fublicitat (Liberal):"...%e do know ...that the only
Pouei ble relationship between the governmerte of the
Fepublic and the Generalat is ccllaberation and
cooperation.!

Treball (Commgnist):"Companys is today the man who
best represents the unity of the Catalan peopls in
their strugyle against Fascism...We believe that all
necesgsary conditions ghould be created toc permit
Companys ..to have..the mesans tc assure the hkighest
efficacy in the exerciee of his high functions ".

¥anana (Syndicalist):"Cumpanys may give up the preei-
dency of Catalonia if that is his desire..but he may
not if it is because of hiddien pressure...lt is the
reople who havs elected him and it is the people who
may withdrw their ccufidence.®™ Catalunya(C.N.T.):
"With justice in everything and for anyone, we recug-
nize the high moral authority of Cormpanys, and we re-
cognize that his personality is the greatest egisting
welder of the fqreces of anti-Fasciem."

THE C.1.0: BREAKS A STRIKE

In the latter part of Noveuber of thiag year.a strike
was brcken by the C.1.0. and the Lovestuns sroup Four
workers were discharged for their militantuactlvities
from a General Moturs Fisher Body Plant, and several
hundred of their fellow-workers went on gtrike in pro-
test.The strikers took ewift possession of the plant
fortified themeelves against avtack,and refused to ;
surrender without the reinstatement of their dismiesed
co-workerg. Employers and labor leadsrs conderned the
strike with equal vehsmence. The head of the United
Automobile Workers of America, Homer Martin,denounced
the striking workers. Angered by this desertion of
their uniun head, the strikers thieatened to do him
bodily violeuce, and one of them declared that if
Martin came anywhere near %the Plant for purposes of
%egotiation, they would sweer him away with a fire
cee.

But the agents of ldartin and Lovestone were busy.They
circulated among the workers and persuaded them to
occupy the nlant in gplit-ghifts as strikers had
succesefully done last winter in Flint, Michigain.
Having thus divided the strength of the workers, the
agentg concentrated all their supporters on one of
these shifts, and when negotiationsg were attempted,
there were in the plant only forty workers of which
the majority were the associateg of Lovestone and
Martin. These men readily accepted the overtures of
the lawyér who entered the plant first to prepare the
way for Marsin, and when later Mactin entered and,
ignoring the abuse of the minority of militant wor-
kers present, gpoke to the men, they moved out of the
plant, and the company guards again assumed pcssesgsion
of it. When the two other ghifts of strikers returne
to resume their position in the plant, they found
themselves locked out. For his work in breaking thée
"outlaw" strike, Martin was praised by the press.

Such degertion of workers by their leaders, and such
betrayal, is not uncomwsion in the lator movement.The
reagon ror such treachery ig simple. The needa of the
;abor leaderg are not the same as those of the wor-
kers whom they organize. The income they draw from
their organizations frees thew from the conditions of
P;lvation that render msn olass-conscious and revolu-
tionary. With an ircome of at least of middle-—class
proportiong, they become middle—class peychologically,
and are impelled by their interests in capitalism to
defend the aygtem by which they live.Their interest
in working class movements is only as a source of
profit and puwer: but ag soun as these movements
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threaten those ambtiticne ingtead of furthering them,
the leaders are of neceasity moved tc treachery and
betrayal.

8o we have the case of labor leaders demanding dwes
from their workers, and using many forms of monetary
extraction. We see the case of Lewis, whc even asg
Lead of the United Mine ¥orkers, demanded that all
dues be sent first to him, so that he miglt return as
much as he thought necessary for the functioning of
the local unicnp.And sc we see the recent apectacle
at Flint, where the gates of all Thevrolet plants
were ricketed by men bearing signs urging the workers
to pay their dues. As long as workera cater to the
ambitions of their leaders, they will rsceive their
leaderg' gupport.But whenever the needs of the wor-
kers run counter to the interests of their leaders,
and are exrregsed in action, their movement is bran-
ded as outlaw,

Since laws are made egsentially to protect private
property and the property class, those who oppose
out-law strikes are, in that very opposition,defen-
ding the bosses againsgt tre workers,and reveal them-
selves for what they always are — enemies of the
working class.Nct to such labor leadere,therefcre,may
the workers look for their liberation. They must lock
only to themselves and their own needs as expressed in
these very out-law astrikee springing erontaneocusly
out of the economic conditicvns and disdaining profes-
gional leadership.

R L A L

The first issue of LIVING MARXISM will contain:

THE FUTURE OF UNEMPLOYMENT

NEW ASPECTS OF IMPERIALISM

MARXISM AND PSYCHCLCGY

THE MARXIAN ID®OLOGY IN RUSSIA

THE ECONCMIC DEVELCPMENT IW L9#8

REVIEWD, —- and other interesting artiocles.

SUBSCRIBE. Yearly (12 issues) # 1.50. gend money order
to Council Corregpondence, P.0.Box 5343
Chicago, Ill.
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VISIT the Groups of International CouncilCommunists.
NEW YCFK: Every Wedneeday at 8 P.M. Labor Temple
Roum 33. 342 East 14th EStreet.

CHICAGC: Every lMonday at 8 P.M. Iderott's Cafe.
3806 Wilton Avenue, near Belmont Ave. RS

ASTA AVD WORLDIMPERIAT ISM

In the previous imsue o¢f Council Correspondan-
oe we began the publication of a leng serics

of articles dealing with the war in the Far ;
Eagt.Editorial changes connecied with the publi-
cation of LIVING MARXISM necegsitate a trea-
king up of this long and continous geries into
swaller,independent articles.However,the sub-
ject matter to be treated will remain the same
as outlined in the previous issue.

The last issue reviewed the historical, political,
ani economic development of China, which stands today
in the center of world interest, since it is to be
regarded as the main field of new imperialistic ad-
venturss. Many countries have a "gtake" in China,but
the Japanese at present obviously believe that theirs
is the greatest of all. Since 1933 Japan was in con-
trol of Manchuria.Since then she has penetrated dee-
per and deeper into northern China, and the war,whcil
started in June 1937, has adied new territories to
those which she had already seized.

The Japanege attack on China, like the war in Spain,
has brought new bewildernment into the international
labor mcvement.The reformist movement, comprising
bourgeois liberales, advocate an international boy-
cott of Japanese gocds, to punish Japan for its
agzression. On the other hand, organizations actually
or idsologically connected wath the imperialism of
Ruesian state-capitalism prepare the workers for a
war against Japan, to save China from the "Eastern
Menace".

We want to say at the outset that we regard both
attitudes as incunsistent with the needs of the in-
ternational working class, to which the chinese and
japanege workers also belong. We have shown in our
previous analyeis of Chinese conditions that the
workers of China have nothing in comwon with their
exploiters; that their miserable conditions make
senseless a M"united front" with their exploiters for
purposes of national "liberation®.

The revolutionary process operating for many years
in China did serve attempts at a development of
capitalism. Although the class diferentiations al-
ready included the differentiations between capital
and labor, still there was no movement orientated
towards communism. Within the tétal revolutionary
process the proletarian struggle againet capitalism
played an ingignificant , though actual, part. At the
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base of the Chinese Revolution was the converting of

a gemi- feudal agriculture into agricultural prcduc-
tion for the market, the latter econumy being a pre-
requigite for a general capitalization of the covatry.
The differences between "Soviet"-China and the Xuming-
tang was not a clasge strugzle , out a viclent disagree-
ment as to whether China sghould ally with Ruseia in
her gtruggle for national liberation.Neither the for-
ceg orientated towards Russia, nor the forces
whicn sivcrdibated themeelves to the League of Faticns,
that i1s, those who attempted to use and to rrofit by
the riftes between the imperialist nations, had aclear
conception of the character of the Chirege Revolution.
General Blicher, operating as General Ga-Lin for the
Chinesge revolution was always wordering as to what

was really going on in China%In Hunan", he once said,
" the peasant committeea distribute the land, but all
officers of the revoluticonary army are themgelves
landlords. Cn the one hand they make the revolution,
on the ether they demand peace and order. The chinese
revolution is a mistery to me".

China could not have a revoluticn a la Ruseia.In only
a comparatively small part of China was it posessible
to get the peasants tehind the eslogan of the distri-
bution of land. Small proprietcrship is overwhelming
there and it is unable to conceive a golution to
their problems in land distribution.But they felt ham-
prered by heavy taxation on the part of the local amd
provincil authcrities.Whatever government they had
exploited them.Their pelf-sufiiciency within their
farming communities and the abeence of markets made
them immune to all nationalistic attitudess. But the
trend towards a nationalist gevernment was welcomed
because it eseemed to rromise the elimination of a
variety of exploiting groups. Concentration of govern-
ment, re-orzanization, and the elirmination of secti-
onal and local expluiters living on the peasant
masses,sc that capital could be accumulated for the
industrial process, was the goal of the young chinese
bourgeoisie. This goal also necessitated opposition
againet foreign exploitation. This was also the goal
of the "Commuriete", for whom the land question was
rather a tactical then a problem ¢of principles.Their
activities were directed by the Russian imperialistic
and defense interestes.

The situation of the pour masses of China calls for
the capitalization of the country and because this
Pogsibility ie precluded for the next future, their
si vation knows no hope, their suffering and corres-—
rondingly their olass struggles can only increase.
Thig clase struggle is not only hidden , but ie also
intengified by the imperialeit onelought on Cgena.
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In China, today, as in Spain,the revolutionary needs
of the workers and poor peasants are diverted into
capitaligt-nationalist channels. Only within the gene—
ral struggle of imperialipt capitaliem cen the Chine-
8¢ magses wage their own strugsles.The claes struggle
ig thus overshadowed by the strugzle imposed upon S
China by Imperialigm. The need of China —within the
present world capitaliem — would be fulfilled by ite
rapid transformaticn into a fullfledged capitalism,a
cundition, however, which again is at present pre-
cluded by the same world capitalism.

Under conditions of world communiem, China in gpite
of its backwardness, wouli have to conform in order
t¢ exist.The incorporation in a comrunist world eco-
nomy would be far less dificult than its present
struggle for life within world capitalism. Today ,
under the prevaling backward agricultural system,
and with no possibility of further colonization, it
can no longer live on its own resources. But the rapid
industrializagyion also ig excluded by the decline
situation of world capitalism.However, what if,
contrary to all reason and opposed to all facts,
China should succedd in its capitalization process?
It would have to be at once imperialistic. It would
have to become that other "Eastern Menace" to other
capitalist nations. It would be forced to hinder
other capitalist nations in order to safeguard its
own progress. It would not cahnge anything on the
general situation of world capitaliem. It would only
sharpen in a gomewhat shifted direction the existing
contradictions. We maintain — and we shall socun deal
with this subject at length — that capitaliem is in-
oapable of develuping a world economy that can solve
the present most direct needs of mankind.Imperialism
has ceased to be a "progressive " force, just as ca-
pitalism is no longer able to develcp further the pro-
ductive forces of society. Any capitalist activity,
regardless of whether it is initiated in the backward
or the developed countriee,has only one possibility, -
to transform given contradictione intu greater ones,
to change given difficulties into still greater
difficulties, to increase the misery and exploitation
of the powerless of the world. The defeat of Japanese
imperialiem would mean the triumpf of another
imperialiem - not China's. But a liberated capitalist
China -an obvicus impossibility- would mean that
China would me placedin Japan's preeent position,
egpecially because of its lack of essentdal raw ma-
teriale and of capital, — and this without doing
away with Japans need for the same thinge and with
this new attempts to regain ite former position.
The chaos would be increased, and slogans , like
"Boycott Japanese gouda" or "Defend China®™ would be
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inverted.

We accept none of the elugans peddiled teday in the
international labor movement on the war in Asisa.

We don't exit ourselves in crying "Hande c¢ff China',
nor are we hapry over the rreent Jararnepe success.
One or the cother attitude wculd msan already the
mental alingment with one or the other irperialist
cause. We are not imperialigte, but wcrkers without
any "mational feeling", withcut an abstract sensc of
justice, without indignation for agressors and
gympatky for defendere. Agressor and derenders chan-
ge positions, we have only one positicn: the real
needs of the international working class,which can-—
not incorporated intc a Chinese cause, or engaged in
a boycott against Japaneee gouds. For in doing elther,
we would help Japanese competitors, or imperialist
forces orposed to Japanese imperialism. For &f
guccegs accompanies those elogans — and without the
success possibility they would be senseless — Wwe
would bee forced to fight for the cJapaneee cause
and to boycott Chinese goude. Nor are we as revolu-
tionaries interested in safeguarding the status quo.
Not only because we favor change, but tec&ase the
status quo is pon-exigtend. There are only times cof
corparatively sudden changes and pericds of relative-
ly slow changeas.

We are not concerned with whether China defeats
Japan or vice versa. The workers in China are com-
pelled by force of circumetance to fight with their
bourgeoisie and thus for their bourgzeoisie, and
whatever capitalist allies China has o¢r wmay find.
They can only act as capitalist forces, at present,
their action as such ip directed againset the inte-
regte of world revolutionary needs. The developuent
of backward countries — as Ruseia and other nations
have ghown — means today the creation ¢f new and
strung forces directed against the latent proletarian
revolution. National development is no longer pro-
gregsive , and implies allingment wdth imperialist
furceg, it is today reactiunary. A unified stronger
capitalist China will not only increase capitalist
difficulties, but will aleo-increase the difficul-
ties ¢f the coming proletarian revolution. Though it
is pregressive insufar as it is destructive to world
capitaliem, it is at the same time alsc a hindrance
to proletarian aspirations. The hindrance weighs

more
ligt
onal
fast
ma.de

than the advantage, as the process of capita-
decline will, even without the help of the nati-
liberation movement in China, continue at a
pace. The national liberation of China can not
to comfort the proletarian strugyle for pcwer.
— 38 — »

Never should wcrkere forzet that they are called u
today to defend the China of Chiang Kai Shesk thne — o
butcher c¢f the workers of Shanqhaioin EOE% THey 1
must constantly be remindei of the fantu£H;‘;¥:Z gt
Chinese "Soviets" are nuthing else but the aivence
guard of Ruesian imperialiem in China . Thsir ianﬂv
senge in fighting Japanese semi-fagciem tgusu §r+oth9
ful¢ fledged fascism existing since 1957 in Egi;; .
There is no genes in cheusing the low w¢vesho? th'
Japanese workers againet the etill lowe;Qéf the
cninese. The workers must rather realize tiatAcw i-
tgllsq can n¢ longer, not even in the previouscp
mlserzo;e.way, 8olve the needs of manking. The prob-
lem ofﬁaala cananot be solved in Agia. Télrestrict
oneee%; to one or the other policy connected with no
mfre*uaan cne or the other gpecific problem in the

{?y uasEAmeana gervice to one or the other capitaliet
cauge. To stop the slaughter of imperialism in Asia
presuposes the overthrow of western capitaliem. There
18 no other way.But the great interest the labor
organizations display in regard to China finde its
propjr para}lel in their cormplete disinterestness in
the.;u;pherlng of the revolutionary forces in western
capitaligm. This alone ghows that their sympathy for
China, and their anti-japanese position is only a
ma?k for their own alliance with their imperialist
nacliong.

Aggins? all nationalietic phraseoclogy we stubbornly
maznta}n the extremely narruw point of view which
recognizes nothing but the class nseds of the prole-
tariat. ¥e always have only one question: What about
t@e wquere? "hat will the workers of Japan gain by
f}§ht1;g for thzir imperialist bourgeoisie ? What
will the workers of China get by fiéhting for the
defenge of "their" country ? The answer to these
questions is death and migery.

II.

Whatever "independence" China still roesesses, she
g:ee to the past and present rivalries among the
enpér}allsF powers struggling for spheree of irflu-
b30i11n Asia. In our previocus article we said that
wrcarse togimany naticng were interested in China,it
as ‘@p0951o;e for any particular one to gain exclu-
Blve domination there. Early Russian atterpts to
swal}cy parts cf Manchuria and Northern China were
indgd Oy the Japanese.The latter acted not only in
he}r own interest, but also in the interestes of Eng-
lani ang ths United States.German interests in China
were aovolisgned in the ocouree of the world war; France




and Italy maintained their conceesions without gai-
ning much additional strength; so that today the po-
wers most directly involved 1in the Asiatic gawme are
England,Japan,Russia, and America. Fngland, having the
bigzest investments of all western rowers in China
and also the most flourishing trade, is most deeply
concerned over any change inthe Aasiatic scene. The
strategical congiderationg of her empite rlay also an
lmportant part. Jaran has the largest intereats of all
capitalist naticns, and she inflvenceg China as no
other naticn doeg. America, conrrazy to cormon btelief,
has a relatively very small interest in Chima, and the
part she plays in the Chineee game is so tfar a rather
insignificant cne. China‘s clome connections with the
important imperialist powers excludes, at the pregent
stage of development, a Chinese policy exclusively
shazed to serve mational necessitieg. The "national
liberation " of China is tightly bound to world poli-
%“ics and could -~ if at all - be facilitated only with
the help of other nations, and in opposition to still
Gthers. Forced to cooperate with one or the other
<mperialigt nation, or group of nations, China must
conpequently maintain an sconomy and policy in con-
formity with the wighes of the group from which she
draws ner sugport. She is unable to 1esist alone the
invasion and domination of any of the large powers.
8te can only choose among the imperialist rivals,
gndplay the game of . her favorite.

It is true that under certain conditicne andin a fa-
virable historical situation Russia was able to ward
0ff imperialist invasion and to maintain her national
unity, although she did lose her large western pro-
7inces. The general exhaustion after the war and the
sapitalists! conviction that sooner or later all
gocialigt experiment in Kussia would collapse,helped

the Bolsheviks -much to their own surprise- to maine
tain their government and to secure the line of
development towards state capitaliem.This devel- -
Gpment brought Russia back to the world scene as an
indePendent imperialistic foree. But neither the con—
¢itions in China, nor in the world permite suck a so-
{ution for China. China has to fight for ite existen-
¢e without considerable change in ite economic struc—
ture.It has to fight under conditions of general pre-
taration for a new world war. Its etruggle for "nati-
¢ral liveration™ must serve at the same time one or
%Le other imperialist group.To support China's swan-
clpation meuns to support vhose imperialiat powers
which "favor" euch a'liberation!As there are none -
the strugzle for China is eimply a strugzle for
Imperialiam,
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Up to a recent date; England, like America once,was
Supporting Japan's endeavors in China. The danger for
thege countrics lay in Russia's imperialiem, aﬁd Ja-
Pan was allowed to act as the english watch-dog to
keep Ruigaizbway from China. Although the B¢lsheviks
denu;nced 411 imperialist ambitions, no one was delu-—
ded by the mere anouncsment of gocd intentions, and
oertaily not Ergland. Rugsian expansion needs could
Lot for the time being be satisfied on the West. She
¥ould have té turn with necessity again towards the
tast. The continuation of the capitalist method of
Eroduction meant the ccntinuation of capitaligt me-
“hods of expansion. "Soviet"-Mongclia, the Russian
gupport of the Chinese revolution, ag well as its
<rictions with this country (as for instance the
8trife in 1929 over the Zagt-China Railway,etc.),were
Elear signe that Rueeia gtill recognized,now as be-
~ore, that in order to maintain hergelf, expansion
&nd increage of power and influence were necesgsary.
<Tie, she may explain this condition with her needs
Zor defenge, but guch an explanation belongs to esvery
capital;st nation. Japan algo maintaing that its
?ggresslveness is in reality only a defense meagure.
and no Lypocracy nor cynicism ig here involved, since
3nder capitalist conditions one ha's to be aggresive
0 deferd what one has. Unless each capitalist na-
slon expands, it will go from stagnation to collapse.
+L& saws of competition among individual capitalists,
&re repeated on a larger scale among the nations.
<Lose WLo cannot expand in private industry will ]
gooner or later be driven cut of business.To hold what
Jou rave means to accumulate. A nation unable to in-
3rease ite power and influenoce will sooner or later
6 under the control of ancther nation.It will have
70 share itg profites with outsiders, or it will be
*ompletely subordinated or even swallowed up by its
gaperiors.

?he Russo-Japanese claghes which caused the war of
-325 continued after the Bolshevik revolution, though
Gn a pmaller scale, and were recorded as so-called
"turder-incident's". The growing strength of Russian
Japitalism aroused Japanese suspicions anew. To
ALgland also Russia once more appeared as the great
fhaglenger to her future rule in Asia.With a view to
UP? Figslan danger, England pampered Japanese imperi-
8-lem.Even the conquest of Manchuria did not mes#t
Wwith real opposition from England.Instead, that coun-
try decided to help the development of lanchukuo with
ernglish invegtmentg.

Yoney sweats money; accumulation necessitates larger
accuawilation; expansion, once started has to continue,
to safeguard resulte of the initial sxpangion move.
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Japan is a land without necessary raw materials to
maintain and securs the growth of a profitable in-
dustry. It mas to import in order to live. It has to
export in order to import. The mcre capitalism de-
clines the control of raw materials becomes an ever
greater advantage to those who have them, because
the 'automatic' laws of the market are always ,but
now increasingly, modified by epecific national con-
siderations. Monopouly capital made ridiculous the
argument of the "have-naticne", that raw materials
are no reason for war ani agzression, as they can be
bought at any time; fcr they don't answer the quest-
ion as to what conditions, and at what price, etc,,
they may be bought. The possessions of raw materials
is a means to extract profits from those who have
none. It hampers the "have-not nations" to an ever
greater extent. More then ever imperialiem aims at
the raw material bases'. Market contrcl is bound to
an ever'larger degree to political territorial con-
trol.To protit by the Chinege markets, for instance,
Japan must find favor with the Chinese government.
The Chinege government must be practically a Japanese
government. To exploit all profit potentialitieg,the
government must not only be controllsd; it must also
be powerful envugh to secure favorable businegs con-—
ditions. The Hapanese are not against a stronzy Chine-
ge gouvernment; they are not againgt Yorder" in China;
but they prfer disorder and prouvincidl rule as the
lesser evil in the face of a hoetile national govern-—
ment and a hostile unified China. Where outright
annexation is inconvenient the esgtablishing of pup-
pet states will bring the desired result. Advantage
is taken of eectional interests, of naticnal mino-
rities, of all kinds of friction, to serve one end:
additional profites for the Japanese ruling class.Ja-
ran's geographical situation - a sad one as regards
raw materials is very favorable as regards her busi-
nesge in China. The mainternance and the increase of
Japan's ingluence in China is today vital to her
existence. To force Japan to abandon China, means to
force her to suicide.(Despite national boundaries
economy today is world economy.) The hope that Japan
may restrict iteelf, and cease to establish herself
further in China, can be uttered only from an ignor
ance of all the economic facts involved. As the ca-
pitalist development increases the necessity for
additional profits, and at the same time,paradoxi-
cally,reduces such possibilities, (firet,relative to
the need and desire, later,absolutely), Japan's
"stake" in China muet grow,though it leads to lncrea-
sing difficulties with other nations, as well as with
China,as all naticns are subject to the same laws
of capitalist development.
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England recosnizes quite well ths foree of
behind Japan's activity.She has been w
expense ¢f Rugsian expaneicn needs, to grant Japa
exceptional concessicng in China. Ths Ufé?ﬁ ;ggaiot
glagmed either, till the cloaing of the "Cpén Doozx"
in Manchuria.Since the imperialist hysteria ;fuearly
Ameylgan capitalism,shouting for the control of the
Eac1f1c, American capitaliem has gobered up and féund
it more desirable to operate on the field of "pure"
Cisiness. The "Cpen Dcor" would in due time give Ame-
Tlca the upper hand, it hoped, by way of her advanced
technic and the cheapness of her Eroduction. The
sgage.advantage for Jaepan could be ocutdone with the
?ﬁflcle§cy anl the richness of raw material regources
<N America. The stagrating Eurcpean powers would
Sacner or later anyway be forced to recoenize in Ame—
Tlca the new werld financier, and optimiém rrevailed
:F regar@ to the potential " 400 Million® costumers.
E&p real}ty'waa not consistent with thege hopes.
:L}neae ouislnees proved tc be too emall; 400 Million
Sf}pers are no costumers. The surplus labor of the
vaineése could not be extracted by way of commercial
%nd 1pdustrigl competition. It was scarcely enough

S8 s o Fne rrovincil exploiters, controlling the sources
& sgfpluj vglue, and left little for the efficiency
XLeTve. Business was much better with Japan.Once for
& rature capitalism, a developing capitalist nation
Leang good buginess. That is - for a time. The Chine-
39 raw materials,which, compared to ite capitaliza-—
ion needg, were very gcarce, and which were sijua-
i=d only in specific places, had algo little attrac-
i*on for the J.S85.A.No country for the time being
;ogli ?herefore drive China much farther than the
oiny it had reached.The danger existed only for the
Iuture. And it consisted in the Possibility that Ja-
tan might take from China — as it did — precisely
3hose sections containing the raw materials which
t&ban needed. Japan did not go into China with the
~esire to give it the wonders and blessings of a ca~-
x1va.ist economy. It went their to make secure its
own wonders and blessings. But by doing so it stands
& goud chance of becoming a first-rate power in the
Facifio and a first-rate competitor to other capita-
~18% nationg, including America.But this danger is not
&n lmmediate ons; it belongs to the future, which,
:oweve;h ig 8till gray. Yes, there are the Phillippi-
:Fs, waich can be endangered by Japanese advance,but
08 danger ie not an immediate one. America's preeseht
§5ake in China ig not large enough to warrant a var

N

in 1te defenge.

o of necegsity
illing, at the

Byt %the situgtion ig different with England.If Ameri-
can policy in the Far East is inconsistent and un—
clsar because of the unripe conditions, Englands
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policy cnly ssems to be unclear and inconsistent.

Like Gothe'e magician aprrentice, it caanut get rid

ef the ghogt it has conjured up. It begins to fear
the Japaneee lmperialism which it has helped to nou—
rish. It is not so much tke Chinese problem proper
that bothers England ani brings about a changs of its
relations to Japan; it is the whcle question c¢f sppre-
macy in the Pacific. Thig Gueation has been raised by
Japarege imperialigm and demands a new gettleuent.
Great Britain is not so much digturbed oy Japan's pre-
sent pueh in the North of China as by the pocential
danger of a gouthward expansion ¢f Japan's imperialiam.
British India, Ceylon, the Dutch Indies, Ausiralia,
New Zealand,Siam, and Malaya are Japan's larger imperi-
aligtic pergpectives.For a long tims already, and
egpecially since it acquired Formosa, Japan bas pre-
pared for this scuthward pueh. There ig iz Japan

open agitation for a ehift of the codise of imperia-
list advancesment towards the Indian Ccean. Bouks are
written tners dealing "with Japan(s migsion to open

up the boundless storehouse of the South seas for the
benefit of humanity". The menace of a southward ex-
Fansion by Japen explaing largely Englands general
armament program and her feverish astivity to ircrease
her fleet. Thig situation givees Japan for a tire a free
hand in China, for time is necegsary toc England, A
Jepan continously engaged in China offers ample opror-
tunities for Enzland to prepare to mest the Japanese
challenge. Even a Ruseian engagzerent now wculd not be
unwelcome to England, although she herself wculd most
Provatly continue to keep frese from the pregent asia—
tic scramble. In this way she could weaken all her
adverparies . England has to save herself and pre-
pare for the decigive struggle <for the maintceunance

of her supremacy as the firast world power.To ally her-
g8elf at present to either side, to Russia or Japan,
would solve-no problem for England, for both nations
etand in opposition to British interests. The con-
tinuation of the gilert partnership with Japan will
continue for awhile, but it will be accompanied by
Preparations to kill {the partnsr at the firet oppor-
tunity. The "anti-jaranese" prcpaganda in America is
England-orientated and not to be ftaken seriously.It
will exercige no effect on Zapan,as it will not be
followed by action. America will not etart a war with
Japan over Chiua; it will not initiate the worid war;
it will be "dragsed" into it ae in the last war,and
will hope to emerge out of it as the first world power.
The English policy attempts at present to line up the
differeat powevs in such a way that nothing eggsential
will nappen in the world scens urtil England is ready
for action. So far this policy -as dangerous as it 1s-
has met with euucess.This policy contains also the se-
oret for the bombagtic activity of the se—oallgd
aggressur nations,which now feel sure‘tbat no cne will

I,

call their bluff.The policy of Enzland is clear be-
cauge it is double-faced 7n the ons hani England will
;for example,guprort Germany 4o keep Hussiaoin chack
but ghe will also supxrt France against Ge rmany i
and again will do nothing to hindsvy Italian ag TS 8-
8lon as a treath againet France.She will, tosether
Wwith America,encourage Chinege resistancé, but ens
Will not folluw any gugzestion of blookins Japanege
Progress. The poeaibility of a Russian-Amgrican align-
ment to crush Jaran would also mean the gnd of Eng-
land's world supremacy. Thie possibility isg checksd
by Fressure brougnt. upon Russia. In order to #ain
t}me the English policy is one of every-day oﬁportu—
n}em,Lgnd fur ecme time reace will be maintained so
Enat ige world war may find England tetter prepared.
Thus the poeition Eugland takes in relation to Spain
18 repeated on a larger scals in her world policy.

Eut go; the.p?epent Japan ig bound to win. It is her
aay.China Yll; Lave to accept ecme scrt of unfavorab-
1o reace. But othsr days will come.

ize worksrs should not be deludsd by the present he-
8itancy of the decisive capitalist nations to enter
sLe nattlefield.Nany more Anmerican gunboats may be
engx oefore the war will coms; many more "insults®
Will te %aken by England before she anawers with
stesl ; many more countries will gpeed-up rearmament;
%agy more "old Bolshevikes" will ke killed; much more
Flanned ec.nomy" will be propagated; much more mi-
sery will stink to the heavens, more and more beop-
-6 will cry for a Hitler, Mussolini or Stalin to end
m&dnegs with inearnity. Massea will crave for action
and will not act unless ordered. -But the coming world
War 1s inevitable.The labor organizations of "signi-
~icance" will continue to prepare for this war as
well as their masters. All the "established" labor
2rzanizations even now become recruiting grounds for
Jke inmperialist armies,They vote and will continue
39 vote for more and more instruments to kill, for
Skey Lave to gwim with the stream in order to exist-.
-Ley will find all kinds of excuses: "For Démocracy
ﬁg;lnst Fagclem" ~Againgt Japanese Aggression for the
Jiinese People", etc., ,but all these slogans will
Lave only ons purpose -the preraration of the wor-
£rs for the next world war.

che workers, however, should not fall victims to "the
#2204 of the time".They should not listen to the
Tealiste", who declare that certain concessions are
nscsesary, that chocveing between greater and lesser
evils makes for concretenegs.Shanghai ig far away,
and the workers will reach it only in the uniforms PTo-—
viied Jor them by their masters.But Exploitation is
near. The end of the slaughter in Agia preesuppo8es the
end 5f capitaliam in Europe ani Amerioa.



"STALINISX AND BCLSHEVISH"

Not lorg azo, INTERNATIZIAL PURLISHERS issued Lecn
Troteky's new pamphlet STALITISx ATD 2CLSHEVISM.
Trcteky ie werried that the end of the !'Tugsian Dreanm!
might lead workers to avandon Bolsheviam altogsther,
The "lower idz=ological level of the movement"(9)#)
micht lead workers to identify Staliniasm with Bol-
gheviem and reject both. He , hewever, wants toc prove:
1)Bulsheviem is not to be judged by Stalinigm, which
ig a'degeneration'! ¢f Bolgheviem. 3} Aayway,noc cne has
dsmonetrated by word or deed that power can be meized
without a party of Bulshevik character.

If we may nct judge Bolsheviem oy Stali~ism,let us
judge Bolshewism by Bolgheview. 4s scon as the Bulshe-
viks were in power they found themselves in oprcsition
to the soviets,etill organizing the industries in their
way,and thus ccmpelling the "vanguari" to pase a se-
ries of decrees dsvitalizing the soviets, not cnly
where they were backwards,but e:pecially where tney
were advanced. The first of these decrees wae direc-
ted arainst the expropriation of the factories by the
goviets,for the Bolshviks were dispceed to ccoperate
with the capitalist owners in the prucess of building
~—gocialigm. The Bulsnevik expropriation of capital
went only as far as the nationalization of ksy in-
dustries and barks. The later aprearinz nationaliza-—
tion of all industries was forced upon the Bolseheviks
by the continuatiovn of expropriation on the part of
the workers. Becoming stronger, the party tock all
power from the sowiets and transfered it to the trade
unicong,which, as a centralized vody, they cculd more
easily control. Later robhiang the trade unions of all
influence, the party conc-=ntrated power into the Sta-
te. Yot under Stalin, but undsr Lenin and Trotseky,
did a group of delegates representing more than 35
importart industries issue on March,230,1918,the
following protest in Novaia Zhizn,# 456.: "The workers
Lave esupport:d the new government whish calle 1t-
s82lf the government of the worszers and peasants,
and promiged to do our will,and work for cur wel-
fare.All our organizations stc.d back of it, and
our scns and brothers shed their bloud for it.Ve
bear patiently both want andi famine...Four months
have passed and we find ourselves without faith
#) All nunbers refer to pazes in Trotsky's pamphlet.
The price of the pamphlet is 10 centg,and may be
cbtainei from the Publighsrs,lucated at 100 ¥ifth
Avenue, New Yurk City.
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and without hope.The government which calls it-
gelf a Soviet of Workers and Peagunts has done
everything to oppose the will or the worlers.It
has blocked every attempt to hold elections to
new goviets.It has threatened to upe machine -—guns
againet workers, and it has broken up meetings

and demonstrations....™.

But let us continue to judge Bolshevism by Bolsghevism.
In the face of euch facts as the incident mentioned
above, Troteky deciares that bureaucracy triumphed
because the magses Ybecame tired of internal priva-
tione and of waiting toou long for the world revolu-
tion."( 17)But an "Old Bolshevik" expreseing himgelf
in 1931 stated that "The danger existe that Russia may
be cut out as the motive power of the Internation
nal revolution...There are Communists in Russia
whe are grown tired of waiting for the European
Revolution and wigh to make the best of their
national isolation ." Thig is Varga speaking
in ECONOMIC PROBLEMS OF THE PROLETARIAN
DICTARORSHIP, and epeaking without contradiction
by his heads, Lenin and Trotsky. Thus, instead of
Trotsky's "weary masses", we have weary leaders who
are quite willing to adjust themselves to perpetua-
ting the bureaucratic dictatorship over the masses.
The fact is that the Bolsheviks were compelled to ta-
ke over large layers of the old bureaucratic appara-
tus of Tearism until they could develop their own
state-capitalist one, and that in the traneition,Le-
nin wae continually checking and orposing the one in
the interest of the other. That is the content of
Lenin's "opposition" to bureaucracy.These were the
daye when Trotsky, as military commander, was advoca-
ting a militarization of the entire population in the
manner of Gohring. (See:Dictnghip vergsug Democracy,
by LeTroteky, 1933.) ta

But let us continue to judge Bolsheviem by Bolshevism.
0f the elaughter at Kronstadt Troteky has only a few
words. "The revolutionary government naturally could
not 'present'! to the insurrectionary sailors the
fortress which protected the capital only because the
reactionary peasant—golfiier rebellion was joined by &
few doubtful anarchiste." (33)But Trotsky forgets %o
mention that not only the large peasant masses, but
the workers of Fetrograd aleo were in a etate of re-
beklion; that the atmosphere was charged with protest
against the new state's dictatorship over the workers
and peasants. Trotsky says, " A concrete historical
analyesis of the events leaves not the slightest room
for the legends, built up on ignorance and sentimen-
tality,concerning Kronstadt, Makhno, and other epido-
des of the Revolution." (23)But Protsky doesn't g0
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into such an analysis, beyond making that empty state-
ment.He doesn't even take up the incident of Kronstadt.
Let us recall it briefly tu him.

The Krongtadt Revolutionayy Committee conesigted of
nine gailors, fuur workersg, one gciacul direcbtor, and
one douctor.As soon as they were attackei by the armies
of Tuchatschewski,under orders from Troteky,they tele-
graphed this message to the wobkers of the world :
"rhe firwet shot has besn fired. The world mugt
know; wading to his hape in blovd, FiellddMarghal
Truwstdky opened fire on revoluticnary Krcngtadt,
waich opposes the communigt guveranment in order
to regture weal soviet poww: We will either win,
or die under the ruins of Krounstadt in the strugg-
le fur the cause of the workerg. Long live the
Sovietsi Long 1live the World Revolutionti"

Againsgt this workers Trotsky instructed Tuchatechewsky
to "gpare no emmunition; to shoot down the sailors of
Kranstadt Lilke phesasants". And Tuchatschewsky did as
he was inetructed ,bembing from the air and killing
combatants and non-—combatants alike When Tuchaschewsky
,returning fiwom the butchery, repoxrted to Trotsky that
this slaughter exceeded anyvhing he had ever beheld,
Troteky replied,"Yes, it i3 not so eimpie, but then
Kronsgtadt belongs already to hiegcory " The Kronatadt
massacre was symptomatic of a general struggzle bet-
ween the soviets and the party for power.Yet, in the
face of the above-mentioned facts, Troteky still dis-
tinguighes the bruatality of Bolshevism from that of
Stalinism in the same oynical manner that Stalin
distingishes his brutality from %that of the other to-
talitarian leaders: — all this is done in the "inte-
rest of the masses."

We are unable to see any bagic difference between
Bolshevism and Staliniem.Both are orposed tc the in-
terests of the workere, both serve one end:;- the
organized development of a backward country into a
highly industrialized capitaliex for the purpose of
meeting world competition. In guch a ptocess, workers,
regardless of who is in power, must suffer the misery
and exploitation that inevitably follow.

Alsu, far from judging Bolghevism by Staliniem, revo-
lutiuniste recognizei the evils of Bolsheviem long be-
fore Stalipism was known. Though Trosbky warne against
deducing Stalinism from a "few political sine" of
Bolgheviem; he will find in Rosa Luxemburz's
pamphlet, MARXISM AND LENIYISH, a criticisem of Bol-
sheviem that go far beyund a "few political sins";a
criticiesm that is just as valid against Staliniem to-
day.And as fer Gorter and Pannekoek in Holland,and
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"certain German Spartakiste",and ta:s Bordigists in
Italy (not to mantion the oprosition rmovement in
France, the shop-etoward roveuent in England; and' the
whole Communist Labor Party in Gcrmany)Q t%;§ oéula l
not pessibly deduce Staliniem frcm 3olsheviem because
then Staliniem was not knovwn. Ani Troteky %ili p;r_
haps remember the discussicns in Muscow of the gecond
and third Congress of the Internaticnal,in which the
whole coriticiem againgt Bolshevigm wag étatéd.v g

"No ¢ns has ghown in practice or d:menstrated arti-
ogl§tely on paper how the proletariat can geize power
without the political leadsrghir of a rarty that knows
wnat 1t wants", says Troteky.(23) But ro one has
ghuwn Practically ur theoretically that with a rarty
and leadership the proletariat can geize power for
themsalyea All that Bolshevism has proved is that
Bclghev1k Zethouds have not caused a proletarian revo-
lution.The workers etill have to maks their
revplutionhThey still have t¢ conwinge Trostky of
their strength and their agzressivencas.When they do
80,they will convince all professicnal revolutionists.

“Qne canaot achieve the liquidation of the state
simply by ignoring it", says Trotsky (19). Ve reply,
no, npt by lgnoring it —but by liquideting it; by
builélng up the rowsr of the soviets.Bolsheviem was

80 afraid that it would ignore the state that it built
up an en?lre bureaucracy to combat it,Even Stalin em-
ployg this method of not ignoring the state.And
Stalin, W@th Preciesly the same authority as Trotsky,
cculd claim that his methcd of not ignoring the state
will load "ultimately" to its abolition.Buf until that
ultimate pericd,the workers, subject to the same
opprgesion as the workers of all other countriea,will
continue to rebel — even as they did unfler Trotsky in
1931. They epparently are unable to distinguigh betwesn
Trotsky's oprression and Stalin's oppression,betweesn
Trotsky's ultimate intentions and Stalins.

And_T?otsky himgelf, when he leaves the fog of his
political abstractions and locks for factual diffe—
rénces, can't find any. He writes, "Even if the
Stalinist bureaucracy should succeed in destroying
th;.economio foundation of the new society, the ex-
DPerience of planned economy under the leadership of
tpe Bolshevik Party will have entered history for all
time as one of the greatest teachings of mankind."( 37)
He_fcrgets that these experiences in planned economy,
whlgh 80 far has been planned exploitation and misery,
tock placs under Staling era, and is the concrete
content of that phase of Boleheviem which Trotsky
calls Staliniem,
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Ie this Bolshovism Gtalinism,or Hitleriam ?
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In kis bonk "Cictatorskip ve,bermosracy™ (Terrcrism
and Sommuniem),written in 102C, ruslished in Armorisa
two years later,Leon Troteky writes the fellowing:

“aty

" ..the principle of compuleory labor service has iust

80 radicslly and permenently rsplaced the rrinciyle cf
free Liring as the socialization of %he mears ¢? pro-—
duction Lag replaced capitalist vrecrerty ." (137}

-he Militarizstion of Laboer
"TLe foundaiicre of tre wmilitarizasion of laber are
thoss Forme of Siate compulegion withcut which the re-
Placsment cf capitaliet eccnowy ty She Sccialist will
for ever remain an emrty eound. .p.14L) "..We can
kave no way to Socizlianm except by tre authcriative
ragulation of the economic forces and rescurces o the
country, and the centralized dietritutisn of laber ro-
WSr ir rarmony with the general State plan. The Lator
S%ate oconsiders 1tgself empowered %o gend evary werker
to the rluce wrers Big werk is neccegary. Anl not one
seriove Jocialist will begin to deney fc the Later
Ctate the right to lay ite hand upon tn2 werker who
refusss %0 execute kis labor duby.".(145) "the young
€ocialist fiate roquires trade unicns, not for a
8triggle Zcr vetter eonditions of lsber— that ie the
a8k Of tLe gocial and Srvate corganizations ae a whole
-out %0 orgzanize the werkirg ciass For %he ‘needs of
rroducticr,%o educate, discipiire...—in a word, hand
ir Land with the State exercise their autherity in
order to lead the workers intu the Framework of a
eingle economic plan.(r.143)"...%2 gtill retain, and
Jor & long time will retain, the ayetem of wages. The
further ws gu, the more will ite importance become
8imply 46 giarantee to all mermvers of svciety all the
Lecsessaries of lifejard therety it will ceage to be a_
8ystem of wages. But at present we are nct sufficiently
rich for trhis.Nur main problem is to raise the quantity
oI producte turred out, and to this provienm all the
remaindar mugt te subordineted.In the rrecent AP e
711t period the system of wages is for ue, firet and
fnrewost ,not a methud for gruaranteeing the rarscnal )
8xletence of any aerarate worker, ©t:t a methci of esti-
mating what that irndividual worker bringa by his la-
tor to the Labor Rapublic. Conseguently,wages , in the
form of money and of gouds, must be brcugkt intc the
nlogest poupible %oiich with the productivity of indi-
vidial lavor. ..Under focialist pruducticn, piece-work ,
tonugsa, esc., have ae their protlem to increage the
volume of gocial rroduct, and consequently to raiee the
gercral well-being. Those workers who do more for the
gerneral interest than others receive the right to a
greater Quantity of the pocial product than tho lazy,
the onareleags, and the .disorganizerc."p.149) ¢
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