SOCIALISM AND ANARCHISM

By ANTON PANNEKOEK
(Transiated by Richard Perin)

1. THE SOCIAL IDEAL

When we read the books of the official professors of social
science on the subject of Socialism and Anarchism, we are aston-
ished to find how little the sociologists, even those friendly to us,
understand of the great scientific revolution which Engels called
the Development of Socialism from Utopia to Science, a revolution
now more than half a century old.

Scientific Socialism, as established by Marx and Engels, com-
bined into a harmonious unity two things which from the bour-
geois point of view appeared to be irreconcilable opposites: on the
one hand dispassionate objectivity, science indifferent to ideals,
and on the other hand the passionately sought subjective ideal of
a better society. Those who do not take the point of view of sci-
entific Socialism believe that an ideal, that is to say, something
which we desire, can never be a subject matter of science, and
that, conversely, passionate desire must be a hindrance to objec-
tive truth. To the alleged objective science of society they give
the name of sociology; and the sterility, the lack of results which
is everywhere in evidence in the countless books of these “sociolo-
gists,” furnishes the best refutation of their contention that social
truth is born of dry book-learning, rather than of participation in
the social struggles. A social ideal, on the contrary, they know
only as Utopianism—as the conception and propoganda of a better
or best social system—which has nothing to do with the science
of society, even though its advocates maintain that they are able
to prove “scientifically” the excellence of their new system.

Qeientific Socialism has overcome this contradiction through
the discovery of the economic basis of social evolution. It has
taught us that with the continuous improvement in the technical
methods of labor and the social organs and organizations neces-
sary to their operation, the entire social order undergoes an unin-
terrupted transformation, including the opinions and ideals of
mankind. Man must continually adapt his ideas and opinions of
possible and desirable institutions and organizations, to the prog-
ress of the productive forces; in other words, he follows ever new
social ideals. Therefore, such a social ideal does not signify the
construction of a faultless social system, but it is a mental picture
of a subsequent, more highly developed social system, in which the
disadvantages of the preceding system have been overcome, and
which is adapted to that development of the forces of production
which has just been attained. Since everything which man does
must first exist in his mind as purpose and will, therefore every
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new social order, before it becomes a reality, must first exist as a
more or less adequate, conscious ideal.

Thus in the youth of capitalism, when the new inventions of
the stqam engine by James Watt and the spinning machine by
Arkwright opened up boundless possibilities to industrial develop-
ment, t}}e natural social ideal was: unconfined freedom of private
product{on and of competition, the sweeping away of all feudal
and gu.ﬂd obstacles. So now, when -capitalistic appropriation
stands in the way of the full employment and development of the
forces of production, when the gigantic establishments and trusts
have shown the possibility of a well-devised organization of labor
the patural social ideal is: the socialization of the means of proi
duction. "And this social ideal forms the chief demand in the pro-
grams of the Socialist parties of all countries.

_ Consequently, if we Socialists are asked: “What order of
socz’ety do you recommend as the best?’ we answer: “None at.
all.” We do not extol any system of society as the most perfect
or t}ae only good one, in comparison with which all others are ob-
jectionable, Various social orders are necessary, hence advan-
tageous, according to the height of technical and economic devel-
opment; upon a certain plane of development, an order, which pre-
viously was necessary, becomes injurious and unbearable, as is
pow.the case with capitalism. Hence all our struggling and striv-
ing is now directed toward the next step, and toward the removal
of _the obstacles which stand in the way of the acquisition by
society of thg _means of production. These obstacles are mainly
two: phe 'pohtlcal supremacy of the capitalists and the defective
orgam-zatlon.and discipline of the working class; therefore, our
most immediate aims are the organization and training of the
workers and, by means of these, the conquest of political power.

) Consequently, we are by no means of the opinion that after this
v1ctory. and with the commencement of the nationalization of the
great industries, the ideal of the best of all worlds will have
been.a:ctained. On the contrary, it is our conviction that this new
cpndltlon—ljke its predecessor, capitalism—is only a link in a con-
tmuqus chain of development. Our program naturally contains
nothing in regard to the further phases; our practical task is
merely the realization of our present social ideal, that is, the dis-
placerpent of capitalism by the social order which naturally fol-
lf(:lvgs 1t.t We' mtlxc;t l;e)ave it to the members of the society of the

re to raise the banner of new social ideals
the new needs that will arise. eals to correspond to

Thifs does not mean that the subsequent forms of development
do not interest us and that we therefore need not concern our-
selves about them. It simply means that it would be absurd for
us to put our views in regard:to future orders of society into the
form.of df:mands the realization of which should determine our
practical line of action. On the contrary, since it tends to clarify
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our views and opinions, it may be of value in our present strug-

i f social de-
to attempt to forecast the various futu.re. pl}ases o
\gr:e?opment bg means of our historic-materialistic method.

9. THE FUTURE STATE.

he substitution of Socialism for capitalism will not be a
singlz, woi‘ld-convulsing act, but a process qf gradual change, l}(.)w-
ever rapid as compared with the present.tlme.1 The nationa 1223
tion of the great industries and tl_'usts w;ll effect no fundamel.l
change in eapitalism, for certain 1ndu§tr1es are even now natlollll-
alized; the fundamental change will lie only in the fact that the

power of the state will be at the disposal of the working class. The

great contrast between the new proletarian supremacy and the

itali i i i i diately, not
former capitalist supremacy will manifest itself imme ly,
in a deliberate revolution of the mode of production, but in vast

cultural measures—promotion of education, care of the public

, aid for povert; and suffering—by which the new society
?ne:;zhmake up ?or thg neglects of capitalism.. Altlgough we are
unable to say to what extent privat.e production will at once pe
replaced by social production—certainly not complebely—-—yei.; it 12
certain that the vigorously executed measures .for the promothn of
the welfare of great masses of the people will form the basis o
the new economic development. Kautsky has already.shOWn. how
the simplest, most necessary and, to every worker, immediately
urgent measure for the checking of poverty, ng.mely, bounteous
provision by the state for the unemployed, stnkes. at the very
roots of capitalism; it will be one of the rpost effective levers for
putting a speedy end to private production undertaken for the

rofit.
sake%fhle’n private production is then, for the greate:r part, re-
placed by social production, there will nevertheless. be little change
apparent in the method of production, except that in place of many
producers and employers there will be but_one; hence thg expres-
sions and forms originating in the productlgn of com;nodltles will
continue to exist. To the products there Wl}l 'be attljlbuted a cer-
tain value for which they are sold; the participants in productan
will be paid a wage for the labor-power they have expendgd in
the service of society—to be sure, the value ?f labor-pqwer will be
rated far higher than now—and perhaps this wage will :ne calcu-
lated to vary according to performance and supppsed service, _Thg
division of that portion of the social products intended for indi-
vidual consumption will, at this stage of development, be gﬂ:'ed’:eq by
their purchase from society by means of the wage which socle'gy
pays to its members for their labor. Hepce p.nvate property will
still play an important role; disparities in this form of property

» 1This theory of transformation has been set fort,l’l at length by Karl
Kautsky in the second part of “The Social Revolution.
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will exist; money will be used for the payment of wages, and for
buying and selling among the still existent private producers.
However completely the abolition of poverty may change the aspect
of society, production will at first be but little altered in its super-
ficial aspect by the overthrow of capitalism. Nevertheless this as-
pect will be deceptive. Even in production the basic difference
will be enormous; it will no longer be a means for the creation
of surplus value, and it will no longer be left to the hazards of
private undertakings, but it will be directed toward the satisfac-
tion of needs as its immediate aim, and hence will be controlled
with conscious foresight.

This stage of social development cannot endure; it will grad-
ually undermine itself. Internal contradictions will even in the
future be levers of social evolution; to be sure, they cannot, as
under capitalism, manifest themselves in a class struggle, for the
classes will have vanished; the contradictions will become per-
ceptible in the form of inadequacies, and will furnish the induce-
ment for their removal by means of conscious modification of the
foundations of society. Here the contradiction consists in this,
that value is a quality of products which originates in private
production, and hence vanishes when private production ceases to
exist. In a society of commodity-producers value expresses the
social character of their private labors; it is in their common
quality as values that the products of these private labors an-
nounce themselves to be qualitatively similar to each other and
to incorporate within themselves social, abstract labor. That the
private persons are participants in a social labor-process, becomes
apparent only in the quality of value that is common to their pred-
ucts; hence in the inverted form of a quality of things. In the
act of exchange the producers and the products meet; there the so-
cial character of their private labors comes to light; there value
is formed, or more correctly, there it passes from an abstract, con-
ceptual existence into reality. “It is only in exchange that the
products of labor receive a socially equal existence as values which
is distinguished from their naturally different existences as use-
values” (Marx, “Capital,” I).

When the social character of labor is immediately apparent to
everyone, it need not be embodied in the fanciful form of an ob-
Jjective quality of the product. With the disappearance of private
lgbors, which formerly constituted value through their equaliza-
tion in exchange, value itself will vanish. It may for a time lead
a traditional existence: the impossibility of determining it prac-
tically when it has lost its real existence will put an end to the

~order of society in which it played the chief réle in the distribution

of the means of consumption. When a generation shall have passed
after the first abolition of capitalist poverty and new generations
have been born which only know it from hearsay, men will grad-
ually cease to comprehend the capitalistic idea of paying wages for
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work done. With the universalizing of glat scie’ntilﬁyc 2?%:2?;12?2(}
i i itali is the monopo
education which under capitalism is ol il
i t higher payment for.
classes and is used by them to extox" ! o e ey
i i will disappear. Wi e

power, the differences in wages ot e that &
T ppear

of capitalistic 1neguahty will also ppear the fo e more

man who accomplishes more than ano e mined

f performance be de ,

Moreover, how would the measure o . nce b e for
t in entirely similar labors? Th,el:e ore

:ﬁzegistribution of articles of consumption will have to be sought

for Possibly, for lack of something better, recourse th II)‘]?OEVZ?I etx?

the idea that everybody is entitled to the same ammlm(.1 . anothel,'

the development of the productive forces will soon lea

standard. One of the first and most obvious consequences of the

iti itali will be a tremendous developr'nent, to an
zggﬁOx?owgrfh:igll;algsgceivable, of na}tuz?.f}l sci;ncet %rllld vtiﬁl ?5211:11::%
applications, The universality of scientific educati T e ot
now small group of natural sclent.lsts and inve )
f::s numbers of powerful,fcr}fative- ;nll.ng:.anlgzvasg:%sfyt%ﬁz %11'1;)11;1;;
works only for the profit of t e capitalis o e b o
for knowledge of a small guild of sqholars; in addition,

i i lace-hunting, as well as hampe.red.by
1‘;13::;1 zaer‘lid %%sggggilflin?:ri.p Under Socialism the.natural sglentlsts
and inventors will be sustained by t}le eqnoblmg consc1f:}111snf§5
that all their researches and di§cover1es will redounii (;co ; ;,‘ lt o
mediate benefit of the communlty. Then-the. knovy 1e ge o he
forces of nature and their technical appllqai.:lon will recelYlela ar
Aimpetus never possible before; the product}wt.y 'of lia,bo.xl'l \;),71 ln:
crease enormously, and the drudgery gf t'hq 1nd1v1d111)a wi d ee((ioin
siderably lightened. The means of life will thus be pro uci R
such abundance that it will no lcﬁa%e.r bg E:fcsi%ssa}gr:o us;hgjenun_

in apportioning to each his rig . .
ﬁ}:;ictt;:ie s:;tsbund:atlill::e reigns, each can take as much as he(ai n:}cladsk v&z)lgi:
.out arousing the jealousy of others, .On the gther hand, fe ntak-
edge that there is always enough will restrain each one zéom ok
. ing more than he actually needs, whetlger to hoard it or T?l wa ;
it. both of which would be equally without purpose. efo?hy
m’easure at this stage of social development for the .d1v151or}11 of d.e
means of consumption will, therefore, be.the necessity of the in 1};
vidual. It is obvious that under these c1rcum'stances, vyhere eac
takes what he needs from the social .s’co%'e, the idea of :prlvate prop-
erty, even in means of consumption, will gr:asiually disappear.

’This immense increase in the produc!:1v1ty of labor, as a rie-
sult of the advance in science and educatl.on, can commence .OIfl y
when the Socialist order shall have prevailed for some time; for
the increase itgelf will be a consequence of .the: cultural measures
of the new society. - Therefore, in j:he beglnn}ng tl}e superlfon;;y
of Socialist production over capitalist production will have e

self caught and twisted by the invisible Composite
you not see? . Roosevelt the e

the second story windows o
it in the street.

receiving an assassin’s bullet and address an audience, A
boastful one. For it was a fool act, the act of a neurotic e
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based upon entirely different factors. All these factors will be
directed toward an effective economical and carefully planned sys-
tem of production and the avoidance of all useless waste of ma-
terial and labor-power, in one word, organization. We often con-
ceive the aim of our present struggle to be the organization of
scattered, wasteful and anarchic production, and this is to be ac-
complished by the state as soon as we shall have seized it. The
proletariat, then, needs the power of the state to force its will
upon the classes it has conquered, to advance education, culture
and instruction by vast measures, and in addition to organize the
process of social production. Old political institutions will be
remoulded into new organs, which will play a part in the man-
agement of production; hence they will receive an entirely new
significance, while the old forms and names will remain unaltered.
Thus the political structure will also be altered but little in its
superficial aspect, but greatly in reality. The nature of the State
will undergo such a basic transformation that Engels could ‘say
with justice: The state will die. Instead of an institution for the
oppression of one class by the other it becomes a corporate body
with purely economic functions. In accordance with this combi-
nation of political form and economic subastance, the working regu-
lations will have the form and force of laws.

(To be concluded.)
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By J. WiLLiaM Lroyp.

Roosevelt the Candidate was the cynosure of all eyes.
Beaten is still not forgotten.
ignored.

Let us be just. The Man of the Iron Jaw is a wo
He has that peculiarly dynamic quality which all
to be consistent, but who,
stress of the moment.
Life is paradoxical, and the Man of the Iron Jaw is like life.
is in the mood of the Social Conscience,
ding in supreme egotism for the niche o

Roosevelt the
This is a man who cannot be forgotten nor

nderful personality.
possess who do not attempt
like animals and thunder-clouds, express freely the

Life, today,
and Roosevelt, the Nietzschean, bid-
f the Superman, suddenly finds him-
Will to serve its ends. Do
goist has to work altruist; Roosevelt the Anti-
-ladder whereby Socialism may mount and enter
f a bourgeoisie too contented to look out and see

Socjalist has to be the step

Roosevelt is no coward. It was a brave man who could stand up after

» & brave but a
gotist, hungry for




