They merely serve to confuse an issue which should be kspt
clear, and to delay a process which has every need of be-
ing accelerated.
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Fortugately for the revolution and for the fate of human-
ity, world history is not determined by sheep, nor in
t imes such as the present can the sheep continue long in
the ir sheepishness, In the great majority of cases--and
particularly among the workers--this sheepishness is only
a superficial adaptation to the capitalist environment and
will be quickly thrown off under the pressure of capital-
ist collapse. These working-class "sheep" will then under-
g0 a metamorphosis no less remarkable than those recorded
in fable, and will come forth as heroes; not the shan her-
oes of capitalist wars of destruction, but the true harcas
of the communist revolution of creation and redemption,in
which humanity sloughs the brute and at last comes into
ite birth-right.

And in the final result, it is only the workers who really
count; not the timid, respectable philistines who try to
excuse their own cowardice on the ground of the workers'
alleged backwardness, for which the philistines and their
idol ized leaders are largely responsible. These petty-
bourgeois pcltroone who neveradvance beyond the stags of
voting, and many of whor regard even that as an act of
rares courage, are best characterized by mEngels in "Revol-
ution and Counter-Revolut ion", where, speaking of the
snmall trading class, he says that it "never felt more com—
fortable than the day after a decisive defeat, when every-
thing being lost, it had at least the consolation to know
that somehow or other the matter was settled"”.
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7 The period of gressi pitalist devel t The publishers of Council Correspondence see in
:i s historically closed. The decline period of capi- the acting self-initiative of the workers and in the
tal, a permanent condition of crisis, compels to growth of their self- i the ial ad
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%1 ever greater convulsions of economy, to new im-  vance of the labor movement. We therefore com-
*  perialistic and military conflicts, to ever increas- bat the leadership policy of the old labor move-
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ing unemployment and fo general and absolute  ment, and call upon the workers to take their fate
m:pwgnshr.nen'_ of the workers. Th.u_s‘ is given the

in their own hands, to set aside the capitalist
H the c'fol'st <:oun"):iefshe For the workin t:k:slsn mode of production and th ! to ad |
i ,h:,:a;‘:' onlly the revoivfionory way ou?. which and dir_ed prqdvcﬁon and iiis’ribl{ﬁon in ucgo!d- 3
: leads to the communist society. No one can de- ance with _soclal rules having universal validity. p
i prive the workers of this task, which must be As a fighting slogan and statement of goal we i3
2 Q carried out by the class itself. propose: !’
"L All power to the workers' councilsl The means of production in the hands of the Workers! ,l

Notes on the War Question

The problem of war, which has long been the object of
g0 much discussion, has become a concrete question of
the day thru the proceedings in Ethiopia.The enormous
significance of this war lies in the fact that it il-
luminates as with a flash of lightning the general im-
perialistic rivalries and points to the inevitability
of a new world slaughter.No thinking person seriously
believes today that the war for the redistribution of
the shares of profit can long be deferred any more,and
the various nations are consciously making ready for
this conflict. What the bourgeoisie and the various
capitalist groups of interests have to say or conceal
as to the war situation, we learn from their press;
what they are doing in order that the war shall find
them prepared is indicated by their arming manoeuvres
and their "diplomacy",

The only thing that interests us here is the position
to be taken on the war question by the revolut ionary
workers. First, in case the african war remains local-
1zed or is brought to an end thru imperialist ic under-—
standings before the world war breaks outjand secondly,
what their position shall be in case the african ad-
venture should presently develop into a new world war.
The criterion for the pos it ion taken by us are the




real, international class interests of the proletariat.
We have no desire either to defend the feudalistic re-
gime in Abyssinia nor to justify fascist Italy nor to
identify ourselves with the imperialistic interests of
Fngland; nor to confine ourselves, for lack of anything
else to say, o0 the problems of the class struggle in
the United States; nor thru the "maintenance of world
peace" to preserve state-capitalist Russia from convul-
sion; nor to take up with the alliance policy of France
against Germany (or the other way 'round). Our stand-
point poses only the one quest ion: what must, can and
will the working class do?

The war--whether the one in Africa or the coming world
war--has no other immediate signif icance for the wor-
kers than that a part of them will be killed off in the
most revolting manner and that as a class, insofar as
they are not slaughtered, they will be immeasurably im-
poverished. War, bringing death and misery to the wor-
kers, cannot from the working-class standpoint be bade
welcome. But the preponderant working masses have today
no class standpoint of their own; they are under the
gway of the bourgeois ideology and follow the movements
of their masters, willingly or unwill ingly ready to
suffer and die for them.,

Our standpoint is not that of the working masses, but
of a small part of their more or less class-conscious
elements. We don't, however, damn the working class be-
cause of the circumstancz.that it is again making ready
on an international scale to go under in millions for
Capital, We realize that the ideasof a time are always
those of the ruling class, and we know the objective as
well as the subjective grounds which for the moment re-
press the revolutionary nature of the proletariat and
which cause it to continue waging war for Capital, just
as it also works for Capital.

The causes of the revolutionary unripeness of the prole-
tariat shall not concern us at this place; we make

these statements merely in order to draw the conclusion
that the international working class will not in the
Jear future thru revolutionary overturns put an end to
cap talism and its wars. In this case there remains to
the nroletariat nothing other than to go along with
Capitalist policy; it has to decide for this or that
capitalist group of interests and to fight for it.

Whet the proletariat would have to do in its own inter-
est>%that is, prevent the war--is possible only thru
@he ravolutionary setting aside of capitalism.Still,the
improbability of a revolution prior to the coming war
makes the war certain already; and if the proletariat
takes part in the war, it will do so not with a special
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jdeology, but that of its bourgeoisie. In such circum-
stances, the great mass of the workers will n¢ doubt,
just like the bourgeoisie, line up against revolution-
ists, and for these latter there will be for a time no
other working possibility than such as existes under the
present-day german fascism: the training and most care-
ful selection of the revolutionists themselves,cautious
increase of their numbers, and the endeavor to bring
them alive thru the "dead time" (from the revolutionary
standpoint), until the war has exhausted itself and has
created the subjective ripeness for revolution. For if
capitalist production has a revolutionizing character,
so also has its destructive phase. If, in the course of
ite development, Capital shapes the greatest productive
force, the proletariat, which is compelled to shatter
the capitalist relat ions in order to consummate itself,
--g0 in war it shapes, under the present condit ions, a
situation which, seen from any point of view, can only
igsue in the proletarian revolution.

While the last war had led almost to the door of the
world revolution, this door will no doubt be opened by
the new world war. For just as Capital is incapable of
controlling production, which turns against it, so it

is equally incapable of keeping destruction in forms

and paths which offer the possibility of any desired
diversion into "normal" situations. The magnitude and
virulence of the coming war preclude its mastering Dby
way of Capital. As in crisis, so also in war, Capitalism
swims helpless in a sea of troubles; which is merely an-
other confirmation of the fact that it is historically
surpassed.

From the revolut ionary point of view, war accelerates
the advent of a truly revolutionary situation, and all
forces will have to be properly directed to this factor.
Iq unrevolut ionary times, one need not, because of some
8illy idealistic fancies or other, lavish himself to no
purpose, but will adjust his tactic and his will to the
final struggle, which will be found in the wake of the
war,

gapipal pursues no social zoals; thero s today no
8ocial will", but only particular strivings and groups
of interests. Capital develops thru the sharpening of
the conflicts of interests. If the number of these con-
flicts diminishes thru concentration, they become cor-
I'espondingly harsher and more disintegrat ing. The more
the conditions for a systematic social direction of
economy from the technical and organizat ional stand-
beint are evolved, the more this possibility is pre-
Cluded by reason of the persisting economic relations
of present-day society. If economy camnot be planfully
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organized even within the framgworg of a single nation,
nor any peacefully regulated distribution of the shates
of profit introduced, such a thing is still more thor-
oughly precluded on thé international field. Necessary
reorganizations, forced by reason of the sharpening con-
tradiction between increasing productive forces and the
persisting profit order (so as not to abolish the latter)
can be brought about only by way of violence.If capital's
concentrat ion process and the crisis are means to the
textra-human" reorganization of profit economy~-a reor-
ganization determined by commodity fetishism--war 1ike-
wise has no other signif icance. A capitalist war is not,
however, always the same capitalist war. If the capital-
ist problem is one of creat ing additional surplus value,
then a war which increases the prof itability.of wvapital
may mean a way out of the capitalist difficulties. and
furnish the impulse fer an accelerated advance. The war
would here be a means of hastening the accumulatiop and
would be followed not by revolutionary uprising but pos-
gibly by a general upswing. The fact that yar alwaye en-
riches only a few and impoverishes the mae ;% ynder all
c ircumstances is not the particular feature of war but
the general tendency of the capitalist development. War
itself does not create but destroys profit. It may,how-
ever, lead to the opening of new sources of profit which
not only make up for the temporary loss but convert it
inta gain. War in this case is an accelerator for an
otherwise slower movement. If war can accelerate accumu-
lation, st ill on a highei stage of accumulation it is
necessarily compelled to slow this accumulat ion down or,
when it has come to a standstill, make its revival still
more difficult., If the accelerated accumulation leads to
over-accumulat ion and thereby to its arrest, it leads
also to a situation in which the war must becomé a hin-
drance to further accumulation; a situation in which

the war, instead of revealing new sources of profit,can
contimie to be conducted only for the sake of reorganiz-
ing the distribution of the prof it internat ionally won
and intqrnationally determined, It is then a question
not of increasing the profit and hence of overcoming the
Grisis, but of the altered distribution of the profit,in
which connection the expenses of this process of distribu-
tion, the war costs, have to be set down as a pure loss

by which the difficulties of capital are made more dif-
ficult,

The concentration of capital is, from the capitalist
jtandpoint, progressive only in case there is a simul-
aneous growth of capital. Concentration without growth
i? °P1Y accelerated increase of the eapitalist contra-
dictions and difficulties. The character of-the present
Crisis, as we have pointed it out (Council Correspon-
dence, Vol 1, #2,) is not such as to permit of seeing
In the coming world war a means of overcoming crisis.
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The war can only deepen the crisis to a point at which
the proletarian revolution must be released. But even
though the war cannot be regarded as a means of overcom-
ing the crisis, still there is capitalistically no pos-
gibility of preventing the war. If the profits can no
longer be increased to conform to the further needs of
accumulation, there remains to capital no other activity
than the sharpened competitive struggle for the dimin-
ished or stagnating profit mass. The longer the crisis
lasts, the more closely the war approaches. Though war
most probably means the beginning of the capitalist end,
st ill at the same time it is the only way out for cap-
ital, which can live only so long as it destroys. The
paradoxical nature of this situat ion rests on the cap-
italist contradiction between exchange value and use
value, on the fact that capital has to exercise produc-
t ion and destruction at the same time in order to exist
at all. This is illustrated also in the increasing
wealth of society with simultaneously decreasing profits,
in the starving of human beings in the mids* ~f super-
fluous products, etc.

We have said that if the proletariat cannot conduct an
independent pclicy and if it fails to do so,then it can
only come forth as an appendage of the bourgeoisie,
with the interests of which it is compelled to conform.
The african conflict presents an example of this fact
The mass of the italian workers still stands on the side
of Mussolini, as the mass of the german workers still
stands behind Hitler (indifference amounts to support-
ing the bourgeocisie) and the mass of the english workers
identif ies itself with the interests of its bourgeoisie,
Even the policy of the "official labor movement" is a
mere reflection of capitalist necess it ies. The Second
International has ident if ied itself with the imperial-
18t measures and plans of England against Italy. The
policy of "sanotions", the support of the League of
Nations, even the transport strike which has remained
NO more than a phrase, or the petition for the closing
of the Suez Canal--whatever was recommended against the
war promoters on the part of the labor movement were
recommendations in the interest of english imperialism,
And if the Second International came out for english
imperialism, so in turn english imperialism has come
3ut for the labor movement in ite etrug%le against
Fascism", which it has attacked as an Minciter of wars®

We live in a funny world. Both the Second International
:ﬂ_well as english imperialism, naturally want to main-
talin beace, which maintains the privileges of english
imperialism, but the programs selected to this end are
Practically declarat ions of war. The Second Internation-

:irie for the english "peace" and hence for the english.



The french reformists were more cautioug in their de-
mands for sanctions; the interests of thg English are
not identical with those of France. France's support
of the english policy is an involuntary one.The policy
of the Second International with regard to the war
situation is a repetition of its posit ion during the
previous war: it is driving the masses to the shambles
in the interest of the bourgeoisise.

The position of the Third Internat ional, identical with
Russia's attitude on the war, is outwardly a silly cry
for peace. On the african situat ion, it scarcely ventures
to take a position. Radek writes in the "Rundschau"
(#57): "Thruout the world the working people are follow-
_ing this war, and wish for the abyssinian masses not
only that they will not come under any colonial yoke,
but also that in this great historical test they will
rend asunder the chains of feudalism and of slavery at
home". But even this pious wish of the Third Interna-
t ional in the interest of abyssinian independence came
rather late, since Russia, like France, has no desire
to offend Italy if such can in any way be avoided. It
was not unt il her french ally, considering that the
time for the world war has not yet come, made half-way
concessions to England that Russia also found herself
in a pos it ion where it became adv isable to emit a few
weak-kneed protests against Italy's aggressions, with-
out, however, for that reason imposing any restrictions
on the furnishing of Italy with raw materials necessary
for war purposes.

If, in the opinion of the Third International, the wor-
kers should merely "follow" the war and in their hearts
wish the Abyssinians luck, this is proof for the Trot-
skyists that Stalin has once more betrayed Leninism,for
Lenin was of course for the unconditional support of
all national movements and suppressed peoples. So then
the "uncorrupted Leninists" write in "The New Interna-
tional" (Oct. 1935), without realizing how ridiculous
they make themselves: "The pos ition of neutrality of
the international revolut ionary proletariat we dismiss
with a wave of the hand: if it is true that the revolu-
@ionary proletariat is for the defeat of Italy, when it
is not neutral, then it is for the victory of Ethiopia.
If it desires the victory of Ethiopia, then it must
help to Qroduce it, This means that it does not remain
"neutral, but that it actively intervenes for Ethiopia."
According to this conception, the most consistent rev-—
olutionists would be those who should join Haile
Selassie's army and fight for him. Since, however, the
trip to Africa coste money, one must after all confine
himself to a few phrases which hurt nobody. Here are
the concrete demands of the 200-percent Leninists:
"Prevention of troop transports and of arms and mundtions
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gupplies for Italy; support for arm supplies to Ethiopia:
unambiguous, loud, fearless propaganda for the justness
of the war from the ethiopian standpoint," etc.It never
occurs to these people that the whole question of the
"neutrality" of the proletariat, so hotly rejected, is
no question at all. Either the proletariat fights with
its bourgeoisis the war of the bourgeoisie, or else it
makes revolut ion. These are the only two possibilit ies,
and the possibility of a "neutral" attitude on the part
of the proletariat does not exist. And so these people
are merely tilting at their own fancies. Like parrots,
they repeat leninist phrases which were revealed as hum-
bug even during the last war. In the present-day im-
perialistic milieu there are no longer any national wars
of liberat ion. Not much was lacking during the last war
and Ethiopia would have gone in as a matter of self-in-
terest. She was quite ready to take part in the imperial-
istic affray in order to profit by it. The feudal con-
dition. of the country does not preclude becoming in-
volved in imperialistic policy. Only the lack of inner
unity prevented at that time the participation of Ethio-
pia in the imperialist world war, as it today makes a
Btruggle for "national 1iberation" or "independence® a
silly phrase, Ethiopia is by no means a unified forma-
tion which takes up armes for its national independence,
but a country disrupted by struggles of groups and in-
terests; certain parts of which are ready to make com-
mon cause with Italy, while other parts prefer to con-
tinue exploiting their slaves by the grace of England.
Within Ethiopia there are "suppressed nations" which
line up against Haile Selassie just as Selassie does
against Italy. So why not go still farther and carry

the right of self-determination to Ethiopia itself,
sabotage the ethiopian army and arm the suppressed tribes?
Regardless of how zealously one may come out for the in-
dependence af Ethiopia, this "leninist principle" would
always remain identical with support of the imperialist
Interests of Fngland.It is about time that this silliest
Point of Leninism be thrown overboard, and one learns to
Tealize that in the international field there are only
two alternatives left today: either imperialist policy
Or -- working-class policy,

The abyssinian conflict has so far remained localized
because the fronts for the coming world war are mot Yet
drawn clearly enough. We see no use in considering here
the question of when and with what combinations of
Powers the next war will occur and which of these com-
inations will have the best prospects., There is no im—
Perialist country which has like-directed and unequivo-
cal imperialistic interests; if only with the develop-
gent of capital export, new oppos it ions of interests
ave taken form both on the international and the na-
t ional planes, oppositions by which country and world
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