
'lh.y- ~.ly .erve to conrus a an iiJaue which should bs kapt
ol.ar, aDd to delay a proc988 which has svery naad of ba-
in, acctlerat ed. INTERNA TIONAL

••••••••
Fort~at.ly for thi r~Tolution and for th~ fat. of human-
ity, world hlstory is not dehrmin.d by sh.ep, nor in
times auch a8 th. pres.nt can the .heep cont mu. long in
thelr sheepi.hn.lS. In the great majority of casee--and
part iCularly arnong the workare--this sheep Iahnes s is only
a superficial adaptation to the capitalist environment and
w Hl be quiokly thrown off under tha pressure of cap ital-
lst collapse. These workiIli-class "ehe ep ft w111 then under-
go a metamorphosls no lees remarkable than thosi recorded
in fabl., and will com. forth as heroes; not th. eh~ her-
o.a of cap ital ist war. of distruct ion, but th. true her ces
ct th. oommunist revolutlon of creat ion and redemption,:in
whieh humanity slOUiha ths brut. and at laat coraea into
its birth-r ight.

And in the t inal result, lt isonly th. workers who really
count; not the tlmid, respectable phil iet ines who try to
exouse th.ir own oow~dl0' on the ground of the workers'
alleg'd baokwardne.a, for whieh th. phllletines and their
ldol1zed leaders are largely rtsponsible. Th.se- petty-
bourgeois' pOltroons who nev.radV'ano. b.yond the etage of
7oting, and many of whou.re~ard .ven that as an aot of
rare courage, are b.st charaoterized by Iihgels in "Rnol-
ution and Counhr-R.volut ion", \Vhere, epeaking of ths
small trading claaa, he says that it "neV'er felt more com-
fortable than the day af ter a dec is iV'e de!eat, when every--
thing bemg lost, it had at least the consolat ion to lalow
that eomehowor other the matter was settled ".
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Notes on the War Question

The problem of war, which has long been the object of
so much discussion, has become a concrete question of
the day thru the proceedings in F.thiopia.The enormous
significance of this war lies in the fact that it il-
luminates as with a flash of lightning the general im-
perialistic rivalrieB and points to the inevitability
of a new world slaughter.No thinking person seriously
believes today that the war for the redistribution of
the shares of profit can long be deferred any more,and
the var ious nat ions are consc iously making ready for
this conflict. \fuat the bourgeoisie and the varioue
capitalist groups of intereste have to eay or conceal
as to the war situation, we learn from their press;
what they are doing in order that the war shall find
them prepared is ind icated by the ir arming manoeuvres
and the ir "d äplomacy ",
The only thing that interests us here is the pos it ion
to be taken on the war question by the revolutionary
~orkers. First, in case the african war zemai ns local-
lzed or is brought to an end thru imperialist ic under-
standings before the world war breaks outjand secondly,
what their position shall be in case the african ad-
venture should presently develop into a new world war.
The criterion for the pos ition taken by ua are the



real,international class interests of the proletariat.
Wehave no des ire either to defend the feudalistic re-
gime in Abyssinia nor to justify fascist Italy nor to
identify ourselves with the imperialistic interests of
England; nor to confine ourselves, for lack of anything
else to say, :\rothe probl erns of the class struggl e in
the United States; nor thru the "maintenance of world
peace 11 to preserve stat e--capitalist Russia from convul-
sion; nor to take up with the alliance policy of France
against Germany (or the other way 'round). Our stand-
point poses only the one quest ion: what must, can and
will the working class do?

The war--whether the one in Afr ica or the coming world
war--has no other immediate s ign if icance for the wor-
kers than that a part of them will be killed off in the.
most revolting manner and that as a class, insQfar as
they are not slaughtered, they will be immeasurably im-
poverished. War, bringing death and misery to the wor-
kers, cannot from the working-class standpoint be bade
welcome. But the preponderant working masses have today
no class standpoint of their own; they are under the
flJNayof the bourgeois id.eology and follow the movements
of their masters, willingly or unwillingly ready to
suffer and die for them.

ideolog.y, but that of its bourgeois ie. In such circum-
stances, the great mass of the workers will n~ doubt,
jus t like the bourgeoisie, line up against revolution-
ists, and fOr these latter there will be for a time no
other working possibility than such as exists under the
present-day german fascism: the training and most care-
ful selection Of the revolutionists themselves,cautious
increase of their numbers, and the endeavor to bring
them al ive thru the "dead time ti (f r omthe revolutionary
standpoint), until the war has exhausted üself and has
cr,eated the subjective r ipeness for revolution. For if
caprtalist production has a revolutionizing character,
so also hae its destructive phase. If, in the course of
its devel opment, Capi tal shapee the grentest product ive
fo~ce,the proletariat, which is compelled to ehatter
the oapi t aILet relations in order to consummate itself,
-~so in war it shapes, under the present conditiona, a
situation .•hich, seen from any point of -view, can only
issue in the proletarian revolution.

While the last war had led almost to the door of the
world revolution, this door \'1ill no doubt be opened by
the new world war. For ju st as Capital is incapable of
controll ing produc t i.on, which turns against it, so it
is equally incapable of keeping destruction in forms
and paths which offer the poes ibili ty of any des i r ed
divers ion into "normal" situations. The magnitude and
virulsnce of the coming war preclude its-mastering by
way of Capital. As in crisis, so aäa o in war, Capitalism
swims helpIess in a sea of troubles; which is merely an-
other conf ir mation of the fact that it is h istorically
su rpaas ed ,

From the revolutionary point of view, war accelerates
t he advent of. a truly revolutionary situation, and all
forces will have to be properly directed to this factor.
I~ unrevolutionary times, one need not, because of some
s ~lly idealist ic fanc ies or other, lavish himesl! to no
purpose, but will adjust his tact ic and his will to the
final struggle, which will be found in the wake of the
war,

Our standpoint is not that of the working masses, but
of a small part of the ir more OI less cl aas -c onec ious
elements. Wedon't, however, damn the working class be-
cause of the circumstanca.that it is again making ready
on an international scale to go under in millions for
Capital. Werealize that the ideas of a time are always
those of the ruling class, and we know the objective as
weIl as the subjective grounds which for the moment re-
press the revolutionary nature of the proletariat and
which cause it to continue waging war for Capital,just
as it also works for Capital.

Ths causes of the revolutionary unripeness of the prole-
tariat shall not concern us at t hi s place; we make
these statements merely in order to draw the conclusion
tha t the internat ional working class will not in the
_Il~a}'.t·uture thru revolutionary overturns put an end to
cap u.uLism and its wars. In this case there remains to
the ~)~:'()J.etal'iat nothing other than to go along with
cap i.be.Li s t policy; it has to decide for this or that
cap rt ali s t group of interests and to fight for it.

Whe-ljthe proletariat would have to do in its own inter-
est ~-Ijhat is, prevent the w&r--is possible only thru
the r evol ut áona.ry setting as Lde i of capitalis.m.Stil·l,the
imp~obability of a revolution prior to the coming war
makes the war certain already; and if the proletariat
takes part in the war, i t will do so not with a special

C~pital pursues no soc iaf goals; ther., lB today no
"aoc ial wilI" , but only particular str iv ängs and groups
o~ interests • Capital develops th ru the sharpening of'
the eonfl iets of interests • If the number of these eon-
f~ iets dimin ishes thru concentrat ion, they become cor-
respondingly h.arsher and more disintegrating. The more
the condit ions for a systematic socä a.I direct ion of
eoonomyfrom the technical and organizat ional stand-
Point are evolved, the more this possibility is pre-
cluded by reaaon of the persiat ing econom:ic relat ions
of present-day society. If economy cannot be planfully
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organized even within the fr~ework of a single nation,
nor any peacefully regulated distribution of the shaies
of prof it introduc ed, such a th ing is st ill more thor-
oughly precluded on.thá international field. Necessary
reorganiz~tions, forced by reason of the eharpening con-
t:radiction between increaeing productive forces and the
persisting profit order (so as not to abolish the lat ter)
can be brought about only by way of violence.lf capital's
concentrat ion process and .the crie ie are means to the
"extra-human" reorganization of profit economy--a reor-
ganization determined by commodity fetishism--war fike-
wiee has no other significanee. A capitalist war is not ,
however, alwaye the ea;mecapitali st war. If' tbe capi tal-
iet Ploblem ,is one of creat ing additional surp ï ue value,
then a war which increases the prof itab.ility· of vap J,tal
may mean a way out of the eapitali5t difficulties, and
furnish the impulae for an accelerated advance. The war
would here be a means of hastening the accumulatio~ and
would be followed not by revolutionary uprising but pos-
sibly by a general uP6wing. The fact that lar alwaye en-
riches only a few and illlpoverishee the mal!.. ;C\ under all
oircumstances ie not t.be part icular feature ot war but
the general tendency of the capitalist development. War
itself does not create but destroys prof it. It may,how-
ever, lead to the opening of new eourcee OLprofit which
pot only make up for the temporary loss but convert it
inta gain. War in this case is an accelerator for an
otherwise slower movement. If war can accelerate accumu-
lat ion, st Hl on a hi ghei' etage of accumulat ion it :is
necessarily compelled to slow this accu~lation down or,
when it haa come to a standstill, make ita rev ival still
more difficult. If the accelerated accumulation leads to
over-ac cumulat ion and thereby to its arzeat, it leads
also to a situation in which the war must becomè a hin-
drance to further accumulation; a situation in which
the ~ar, instead of revealing new sourcee of profit,can
?Ontlnue to be conducted only 'for the sake of reorganiz-
ang ~he distl' ibut ion of the prof it internat ionally' won
and lnte:rnationally determined. It á s then a quee t ion
no~ ?f lncreasing the prof it and hence of overooming the
cr~sls, but of the altered dietribution of the prOiit,in
Wt~lChconnection tbe expeneee of this process of distribu-

lon,. the war costs, have to be set down,as a pure loes
~:( wbieh the difficulti es of capital are made more dif-
• leult.

The con<;:entrat ion of capital is, from the capi tali st
standpolnt, progress ive only in case there is a simul-
~aneous growth of capital. Concentration without growth
~ 0x:Iy accelerated increase of the capitalist contra-
dl~t~ons and difficulties. The character of-the present
cr ts as , as we have pointed it out (Council Correspon-
~ence, Vol 1, #2,) is not such as to permit of seeing
an the coming world war a means of overcoming cria is.

Tha war can only deepen the crlsls to a point at wpich
the proletarian revolution must be releas ed. But even
though the war cannot be regarded as.a means of overcom-
ing the crisis, still there is capitalistically no pos-
sibility of preventing the war. If the profits can no
longer be increased to conform to the further needs of
accumulation, there r emains to capital no other act iv ity
than thEl sharpened compet it ive struggle for the dimin-
Lehed or stagnating profit mass , The longer the crisis
laste, the more cloeely the war approaches. Though war
most probably means the beg inning of the capitalist end,
iO-till at the same time it is the only wa, out tor cap-
ital, whichcan live only so long as it destroye. The
paradox ical nature of th ie s ituat ion rest s on the cap-
italist contradiction between exchange value and usa
value, on the fact that capi tal has to exerc äse produc-
t ion and deatruct ion at the eame time in order to en st
at aLl , This is LlLustrat ed aleo in the äncreaa ing
wealth of society with Bimultaneously decr eas ing profits,
in the starving of human beinga in the mids~ ~~ super-
fluous products, etc.

Wehave said that if the proletariat cannoé conduct an
independent peliey and if it fails to do eo,then it can
only COmeforth as an appendage of the bourgeOisie,
with the interests of which it is compelled to conform_
The afr ican conflict presente an example of this faç:t
The maes of the itali an workers st 111 stands on the s ide
of Mussolin i, as the mass of the german worker$ st 111
stande behind Hitler (indifference amountB to 8upport-
~g the bourgeoisie) and the mass of the anglish workers
ldentif ies itself with the änter est s of its bourgeoisie.
Even the policy of the "official labor movement" ie a
mere reflection of capitaliet neeese it iee. The Second
~nternat ional has ident if ied itself with the imperiaJ.-
18t,measures and,plans of F.ngland against Italy, The
pOl~cy of "sanot tona n, the support of the League of
Nataons, even the transport etrike which'has r emain ed
no more than a phraae, or the pet it ion for the closing
of the Suez Canal--whatever was recommended against the
War promoters on the part of the laber movement were
reco~mendat ions in the interest of engLi.sh imper ialism.
~nd l~ t~e Secon~ International came out for english
lmperlallsm, so ln turn anglish imperialism has come
~~t f?r ~he l~bor .movement in its strug~le againet
WaS~lsm" WhlCh lt has attacked as an inc iter of wars 11
e llve ln a funny world. Both the Second International

~!,well as eng~ish i~per~alism, naturally want to main-
i an I?ea~e, which maint a äns the privileges of english
~Per~allsm, but the programs selected to thie end are

~la<;:tlcally declarations of war. The Second Internation-
18 for the engliah "peace " and henee for the englis};j:..war.
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The french reformiste were more cautioua in their de-
mands for sanctions; the interests of thft English are
not identical with those of France. Francels support
of the engl ish policy is an involuntary one. The policy
of the Second International with regard to the war
situation is a repetition of its position during the
previous war: it is driving the masses to the shambles
in the änt er eat of the bourgeoi s i e ,

The pos it ion of the Third Internat ionat , ident ic al with
Russials attitude on the war, is outwardly a silly cry
for peace. On the ar rä can ei t uat ion, it scarcely ventures
to take a position. Radek writes in the "Rundachau"
.(#57): "Thruout the world the working people are follow-
ing this war, and wish for the abyssinian masses not
only that they will not come under any colonial yoke,
but also that in this great histor ical test they will
rend asunder the chains of feudalism and of slavery at
homeIt. But even this pious wish of the Third Interna-
tional in the interest of abyssinian independenee came
rather late, since Russia, like France, has no desire
to offend Italy if such can in any way be avoided, It
was not unt il her french ally, cons ider ing that the
time for the world war has not yet. come, made half-way
cOncessions to England that Russia also found herself
in a pos it ion where it became adv isable to emit a few
weak-kneed protests against Italy's aggressions, with-
out, however, for that reason imposing any restrictions
on the furnishing of Italy with raw materials necessary
for war purposes.

If, in the opinion of the Third International, the wor-
kers should merely "f oLlow" the war and in the ir hearts
wish the Abyssinians luck, this is pro of for the Trot-
skyists that Stalin has once more betrayed Leninism,for
Lenin was of course for the unconditional support of
all national movements and suppressed peoples. So then
the "uncorrupted Leninists u write in "The New Interna-
tionalft (oot, 1935), without realizing how ridiculous
they make themselves: "The pos it ion of neutrali ty of
the international revolut ionary proletariat we dismiss
with a wave of the hand: if it is true that the revolu-
t ionary prole tar iat is f or the def eat of I taly, when i t
is not ne~al, then it is for the v ic tor y of Ethiopla.
If it des äres the victory of Ethiopia, then it must
help to ~roduce it. This means that it does not remain
"neutral I, but that it act äve Ly intervenes for Ethiopia."
According to this conception, the most consistent rev-
olutionists would be those who should join Haile
SeLasa äe t a army and fight for him. Since, however, the
trip to Africa costs money, one must af ter all confine
himself to a few ibraaes which hurt nobody. Here are
the concrete demands of the ZOO-percent Leninists:
"Pr event ion of troop transports and of ar ms and mumitions
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supplies for Italy; support for arm supplies to Ethiopia'
unambiguous, loud, fearless propaganda for the justn~ss
of the war from the ethiopian standpoint," etc.It never
occurs to these people that the whole question of the
"neutral~ty" of the p~oletar iat, so hotly rejected, is
no queat aori at allo Elther the proletariat fights with
its bourge oi a ie the war of the bourgeoisie, or else it
makes revolut ion. These are the only two possibilit ies,
and the possibility of a "neut r aL" attitude on the part
of the proletar iat does not ex iet. And so these people
are merely tilting at their own fancies. Like parrots,
they repeat leninist phrases which were revealed as hum-
bug even durt ng the 1as t war. In the presen t-day im-
perialistic milieu there are no longer any national wars
of 1iberat ion. Not much was lacking dur äng the last war
and Ethiopla would have gone in as a matter of self-in-
terest. She was quite ready to take part In the imperial-
ist ic affray in order t 0 prof it by it. The feudal con-
dit ion. of the country does not preclude becoming in-
volved in Imperä a.Ltet Lc policy. Only the Lack of inner
unity prevented at that time the part icipat ion of Ethio-
pia in the imperialist world war, as it today makes a
atruggle for "national liberationft or "dndependenoe" a
silly phrase. Ethiopia is by no means a un i.f Ied forma-
tion which take~ up arms for its national independence,
but a country dlsrupted by atruggles of groups and in-
terests; certain parts of which are ready to make com-
mon cause with Italy, while other parts prefer to con-
t ~rm~ expl~i t ing the ir slaves by the grace of England.
Wlthln Ethlopia there are "suppres sed nations" which
line up against Haile Selassie ju st as Selassie does
again~t Italy. So why not go still farther and carry
the rlght of self-determination to Ethiopia itself
sabotage the .ethiopian army and arm the suppressed' tr ibes?
Regardless of how zealously one may come out for the in-
dependenee eif Ethiop la, this "Leri in ist princ iple ft would
aLways remain identical with support of. the imperialist
ln~eres ts of England. It is about time that this sill iest
pOln~ of Leni~iem be ,thrown overboard, and one learns to
reah ze that, an the anternat ional field there are only
two altern~tlves left today: e i ther imperialist policy
Or -- workzng=cl aas policy.

The abyssinian conflict has so far remained localized
because the fronts for the coming world war are not Yet
drawn cle~rly enough. Wesee no use in considering here
the questlon of when and with what combinations of
P?wers the next war Will occur and which of these com-
bln~tions will have the best prospects. There is no im-
~erl~llst. count~y ~hich has like-directed and unequivo-
al lmperla~lstlc lnterestsj if ~nly with the develop-

ment of capi tal export, new oppos it ions of interests
h~ve taken form both on the internat ional and the na-
t lonal planes, oppos it ions by which country and world
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