is in general, he said, merely one of drawing closer to
"these or those countries which are not interested in
disturbing the peace". With which italian fascism, just
as in the minds of certain german pacifists, marohes up
as a def ender of the "pea.ce"•.
The change of front on the part of bolshevist foreign
poliCy was therefore the oonsequence of the ohange of
front on the part of german foreign poliOy. The Russians
were zigzagging between the imperialistio Great Powers
in order to put thru the ir "pea 00 polioy n; tha t iS, in
order to bring about and support that ooalition of powers
whioh at any given moment may appear the most reliable
for warding off a military attaok on the SU and for iSolating any aggressive powers--today, Germany and Japan.
France, on her part, aS the main pillar of the bankrupt
VersailIes system and, standing next door to Germany,the
most direotly menaoed by HitIer, became one of the main
ohampions of undexstanding wi th Russia. She was able to
plan her great co\mter~noves against the neW german foreign polioy, if not without casualties, stilIon
the
whole in ac cordance wi t h the reoipe of a preventi ve military encircling of HHJ.er Germany (Poland is a big hole
in thililring). In the o.utuon of 1934, on Franoe IS ini tiative, Russia was Lnv Lted oy 30 states to join the League
of Nations. The invitation waS opposed by only three of
the small european Statc8, whioh oould sti~l afford to
preach the resoue of capitalist morality from Bolehevism:
fasoist portugal, hal~I~scist
Holland anq demooratio
SWitzerland. pravda o n Sept. 19, 193L:., gave as the
groundB for the invitation into the League of Nations,
the fear on the part of the inviting capitalist Powers
that nthe anti-soviet plans of the adventurist elements
among the imperialists might be the prelude to a new
world war direoted ai sc agaäns t a number of imperialist
Powerslt. Izvestia, however, explained on the previous
day that the oapitalist world ie divided into two groups:
one whioh at present wants peace, and another whioh iS
looking for the war adventure. The Powers adhering
to
the League of Nation9 were henceforth, af ter the withdrawal of Japan and Germany, regarded as the peaoe
group (Italy-AbyssiniaJ).
Stalin, on his part,explained
that with the adherence of Russia, the League of NationS
oould have a oertain braking effeot nfor postponing
or
preventing the ooourrenoe of warlike aotionsn• Litvinov,
finally, pointed in Geneva to the international cooperation of the SU With the predominant part of the capitalist Powers on the eoonomio, artistic, social, soientifio,
and political fielde, a co-operation whioh had now been n
orowned by the oommon goal of the norgardzation of peaoe •
Af ter the impotenoe of the League of Nations in all
questions of aeBuring the peace ·and preventing any Warlike attaoks in all the years of its eXistence had by
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this time been revealed to even the roeiest of the paoifist-optimists, the pacifistic effectualness of the
League was at last discovered by the BoIsheviks.Behind
their peace protestations t~ere certainly stands a knowledge about the facts. Bu t t:t:eyar e carrying on in capitalist diplomacy, and it demands that offensive as weIl
as defensive military alliances be clothed with paoifist
phrases.
While the entry into the League of Nations has brought
the Russians a great number of further diplomatio suocesses., among which the politico-oommeroial
rapprochement with El1gland iS rated as one of the mostimportan~,
practically it has above all legitimized the oo-operatio~
between Russia and Franoe. For one thing, Russia was conoerned wittl the continuation of the security poliCy on
her western boundary, So· that as early as December 1934
negotiations were started with a view to the eastern pact.
which was to be guar arrt eed primarily by France. These endeav or e , wh i ch for the present have m Laca.rr Led , owing to
resistance of Germany and Poland, the Ru~sians have not
yet given up. The real, essential point of joining the
League of Nations
s , however, the alliance wi th France ,
which doubtless iS based upcn a military agreement
and
provides for mutual seourity against a german aggression.
ä

But, true to the very methods of imperialist diplomacYi
Bolshevism from the earliest times of its eXistence has
had two irons in the fire. For a long while the Cominterá
Was this ae cond iron. That, nowe ver , is past. TodaY the
Ruas t ana are concerned wi th ke ep Lng their hands free fOl!
new readjustments of their foreign policy, for broadenin~
and al tering their alliance front between the imperialist,
Powers t.hémae.Lvee, This haa been confirmed in the first
place by their east-asiatio poliCy, insofar as their
dealings there have been with Japan. Since the beginning
of the m~nchurian advance, they have endeavored to oome
to an understanding With Japan (sale of the Eaatern Rai1~
Way for a song) and to bring about the oonclUSion of. a
~on~ggression
pact. But the european poliOy of the SU
~s llkewise a policy of attempts at rapprochement with
lts principal adversaries of the moment. The former cooperation between Ruas i a and Germany is unfor.gotten in
Moscow; illlforgotten the speculation on the plans of the
bourgeoiè wing of the Reichswehr generals, which still,
r~presents Sohleicherls conception of a co-operation
wlth RUSsia (the imperialiBtic german bourgeoisie has
no desire to conquer a ncolonizing landn in the East;it
is lo?king for imperialistio goals). The BolshevikB are
Countlng upon a pOBsible break-th~u of these foroes in
Germany, Molotov declared at the 7th aov ä.e
t oongrese in
January 1935 that "we had and have no other des re than
to continue maintaining good relations With Germany.
Everyone knows that the Soviet Union is filled wjth a
ä
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profound impulse to develop its relations With a11 States,
those with fasoist government not excluded". The "ultranationalistio raoe theories" of the National Sooialists,
:Jolotov emphas i aed , "naturally" form no hindrance to the
development of the russo-gerrnan relations, and.added:
"Altho we have no very high opinion of these ttheories',
we do not conceal our respect for the german peop1e as
one of the greatest peoples of the present epoch". The
~uestion iS merely as to "what preoisely iS at the baSiS
of the foreign poliOy of prëaent-day Bermany" , namely,
the question whether Hitler's oonoeption of german foreign poliOY still holds.
Ths Inner-Politioal presuppositiona of the
Latest Phase of Russian Foreign Polioy
The aotual line of russian foreign polioy at any given
time iS thus in large measure determined by the momentary oonstellation of ths imperialist powdrs. The measure
in whioh the Bolsheviks oarry on this foreign polioy 1epends, however, on their inner foroes. And these in turn
have reoently been subjeot to Si30ifioant shifts.
The regime of bolshevist absolutism has passed a oritioal
point. In aooord With itB origin and its oonditions of
sooial equilibrium, in the first period öf its development, it supported itself deoisively upon the rusaäan
working olaas. The proletariat appeared as the polit10ally and eoonom10ally privileged (even tho very modestly
priv11eged) olass. The absolut1stio regime of Bolshevism
supported itself preiominantly upon the industrial olass
in order to form a oounter-weight to the peasantry,whioh
numerioally oonatituted an unpreoedented majority,and in
order to build up ths industrial state-oap1talism at
foroed tempo. The industrializing of Russia, however,
made it posaible, in turn, to destroy the private oapitaliSm of the peasants and to oolleotivize the land. An
agrarian oolleotive oapitalism arose which, on the one
hand, was oapable of defending its own intereats as against the state apparatus aS weIl as against the working olass, and whioh, on the other, waa able to beoome
the aupporting foundation for the state apparatus itaelf.
With the suocesses of the poliCy of the seoond five-year
plan, the Bolsheviks have announoed the transformation
of Russia from an agrar1an into an industrial oountry.
Between the yeare 1929 and 1934 the russian proletariat
1ncreased from 17.3 to 2g.l peroent of the total population. The number of oolleotive peasants mounted from 2.9
to 45.9 percent, wh1le the number of individual peaeante
declined from 72.9 to 22.5 peroent. The working claae,to
be aure, still conetitutss a minority of ths population.
However, it is not only highly organized industrially;it
aleo turne out today ths predominant part of all Bovist
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produots. This preponderance, however, oompels the abaoLut Lst Lc regime ~f the Bolshevika to draw up the agrarian olass as its main support, to shift the oenter
of gravity of the state apparatus to the weaker side,eo
as to maintain the equilibrium of the two classes and
thereqy, for the absolutistic peak of the pyramid, the
pos6ibili ty of go verning.
The russian oolleçtivized peasantry beoomee the priv1leged class of ~he Soviet Union. While the industria1 aso~nt of Russia down to the year 1929 Was acoomplished at
the expense of the peasantry, the oollect1vizing itse1f
was aocomplished at the expense of the proletariat. The
bi1lions invested for the sake of russian agrioulture
had to be withdrawn from the industrial seotor of the
rUSsian economy, and are in themselves suffioient to explain in large part the tense sooial situation in whioh
the russian proletariat found itself in spite of all
five-year-plan succeaaea , The doing away wi th bread cards
and the suooeeding rise in the prioe of bread was a present to the co'l Leo t Iv aed peaaanba , to whom in 1932 Stalill
had promised "weIl being". In the last four years, the
government bas expended about five billion rubles for organizing the machine and traotor stations, a eum whioh
had to be naäs ed by russian industry. The money indebtedness of the oolleotives to the State down to the year
1933, amounting to a total of 435 millicn rtiblee,was
struok off the books at the end of 1934, the money acoordingly presented to the peasants as a gift.
ä

cstenSib-iy, the oolleotive enterpriaes, as even the Men.,.
ahevLkeaa Donanevskaya haa now disoove.ced;,are of acct al, ••··
ist characuer , Stalin had, however, aa early as the l7th ,.
party oongress, deolared that the petty-bourge01a ~quali-·
tarianiSm of the oommunes must be liquidated.The agr1~
oultural oollect1ves are guilds, WLioh 1eave oonaiderable
play to the colleotive ownership of the peaaant. In Fep.
1935, at the oongress of the oolleotive peasante mbdel
etatutes drafted by Stalin for the oolleotive ente+pr1s.~é
were adopted. These statutes have deeded the land to the
colleotive enterprises for all time, as was deolara4 by
the seoretary of the Mosoow party orgariization (v.
Rundsohau, 1935, No. 2g). The nationalized eo11 hae been
~ade the private possession of the peasant ool1eot1ves~
Every oolleotive peasant feela now," the seoretary said
further, "that tbe general assembly of the members of a
collective.eoonomy is master over the collective-economy
property, that no 'plen1potentiary' of any sort oan exclude him from the colleotive eoonemy, that he bas an
equal veice in determining the oommen affairs of the
Collectiva economy." The sharpest tenes were adopted 1n
condemning the "absolutely inadmissible blundering intr~ions into the life of the colleotives" en the part
of "certain party o~ganizationa", to whom it was made
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clear that "people who lnfringe the collective-economy
statutes cannot be tolerated either in the party apparatus or that of the sovi.eceI~.The colLect t ve peasants, unrestrioted masters of t!lr.;i::- proper t xen , were accordingly
released from the tute~age cf the party organs. The
"leading role of the proletariat" over the peasantry WaS
thereby definit1vely abolished.
And as it has been economically, so also politically.Hand
in hand with this astounding reform of the oolleotivee
went the abolition of the formal disadvantaging of the
peasantry on the politioal field. The 7th soviet congress
introduced eQual, direct ~~d seoret suffrage and tbereby
a sort of "noviet parliamentarism" by ~eans of which the
weight of the peasantry can be thrown into the scale in
all cases of voting. The future soviet oongresses will
therefore, just like the congresses of the parliamente
which are subordinated to tbem, be dominated by peasant
majorities. The peak of the bclshevist state apparatus
thereby frees itself from the pressure of the proletariat,
a pressure whioh it once needed in its apparatus but whioh
would now neoessarily turn out to be too dangerous for it.
For in spite of all dictatorial seourities, the soviet regime after all exists only on oondition of utilizing the
oountryls mass foroes, to whioh it has to render aooount
eimultaneously and between which it has to mänoeuver.
The transition of the 'colshevist system of absolutiBm onto the peasantry as its m.i.Ln support meant, ho~GJ:, the
deprivileging of the party strata of proletarian origine
It represents, moreover, suoh a break With the party
tradition that it oould not oome off without producing
inner convulsions in the party apparatus, regardless of
the faot that this party had already been purged dozens
of times. Stalin WaS obliged onoe more to oppose his
party in order to bteak its oonservatiSm. He did thiS
With the usual bolshevist ruthlessness, in that he introduced, if not the gradual and complete dismantling of
the party apparatus, yet after all the further depolitioizing of the party. If the predominanoe of the proletarian class in soviet abeolutiem oonsisted in the faotual
superiority of the party apparatus over the state apparatus, while Stalin combined and dominated both, the predominance of the peasantry in the soviet system Will
bring it about that the state apparatus takes a position
above the party apparatus.
So far, this fundamental upheaval has brought forth two
measures of the greatest signifioance. The first WaS the
Iiquidation of the union of old Bolsheviks; that iS, the
destructlon of the oenter of the "proletarian"-revolutionary tradition of the OPR. (Aocording to bourgeois
press reports, Krupakaya was algo taken into custody.)

The second of these measures Was the reorganization (as
it waS shamefacedly expressed) of the Young Communist
League. Heretofore, thiS League was organized aocording
to the IIproductionprinciple" like the CP itself and anohored in the factories. It rated as one of the party's
most spirited weapons in the faotories and played an important part there as organizer of the shock brigades,as
gatherer of the state loans, eto. It was a lively political instrument of the bolshevist party; perhaps the liveliest, for the youth organization was always at the Same
time a center of the most various oppositions and an exponent of "bolshevist self-oritioism", of whioh nothing
more has been heard for same time. As the relatively
weakest link of the ~arty, the Young Communist League
had to knoo~ under first. As early as Feb. 22, 1935,henoe
directly following the 7th soviet oongress, whloh elevated the peasant olass to the throne, its "reorganizationft
waS deoided upon. This deoision Was complied with by the
June plenum of the central oommittee of the youth organization. The sooial-demobratic standpoint, that the youth
organization has no politioal, but only eduoational funotions, was here oonverted into facto The youth organizations in the factories are being broken up •.The Y01 ia
being redistributed into seven seotions: working-olaàs
youth, peasant youth, young pioneers, students, school
children, leading YCL organs, juvenile work of the state
and trade organizations. Politically, the Y01 ia thereby
liquidated, and the field that is left te it iS the
youthful idyl: "Like a provident gardener ," wri tes praveia.
in an editorial around the middle of June, "it is called
upon to bring up millione of people, te form their view
of the world, to instruct, to nourish and to oherish them.·
The Liquidation of the Comintern
With the acoompliehment of this inr.er-political turn-the political NEP-turn of Stalinls--the last traditional
restrainta have fallen which had previoualy still existed with respeot to bolshevist foreign poliCy by reason
of the exiatenoe of th~ oommunist parties in Europe.The
co-operation of russian state-capitalism With the monopolistio and. in part openly fascist imperialism iS henceforth unimpeded by any exterior consideration whatsoever.
The embarrassing revolutionary phraseology oan finally bé
disoarded.
Hitherto, ths "world revolution" was at least on papsr
recognized as the first and most essential guarantee against an intervention on the par.t of imperialist Powers.
Praotioally, the Bolsheviks relied, however, exoluaively
on their diplomaoy and on that institution whioh was
rendered possible with its aid: the higbly organized and
technioized Red Army. The late aoting president of tbe
aovlet of people'B oommissara, Kuibushev, has even

- 2g -

- 29 -

olothed th1s undiBguiBedly in wordB. In January 1935,at
the thiri soviet oongress of Mosoow, he stated: "While
we are fighting for peaoe on the international arena,we
~ust neverthaless oonsider that the best aSsuranoe against a war, against an intervention. is as before the
inoreasing might of the armed de fender of our Fatherland.
the Red Army of Workers and Peasants".
Even before this time. the proletarians who joined the
oommunist parties in good revolutionary faith and took
upon themselves the martyrdom of the faaoist terror no
longer oounted among the BolshevikB. In general. they
were remembered with declarations of syr.pathy or protest
resolutions. which were not allowed to affect in the
slightest degree tha policy of ooncluding paots of peaoe
and friendship betwaen the nFatherland of all Workers"
and their fasoist oppressors. Ocoasionally. however. the
hired writers of the Bolsheviks alao expreased their sentiments more openly. Thus, on the oocaaion of the conclusion of the new non-aggresaion
~aot with Italy, Peri wrote
in the Rundachau (1933, No. 33) with a ahamolesa oynicism
of which the equal would no doubt be hard to discover :"On
the part of our italian brothera in armB who are auffering in the penitentiar1eB
and on the isl&nds of eXile.the
faot that their torturera are compelled to ieal with thè
representatives
of that revolutionary order for whose
triumph the noblest of our comradea have offered up their
freedom Will be interpretei as an inoentive to resistanca
and to struggle."
The coamunist worker had aooordingly
long been abandoned when the Comintern WaS atill oonduoting the nanti-fasoistn pseudo-Btruggle
against those
Powers whioh were already tied up in the cloeeet manner
wit~ the Soviet Union.
With the latest franoo-ruseian
paot, however, tn whioh
it Was no longer a question of a. diplomatio a.gree~ilent,
but of direot military oo-operation, the leaders of Bolsheviem were obliged to give up even the appearanoe of a
"revolutionary"
equivocalness.
Obviously, the Frenoh insieted upon guaranteee against a disturbanoe poliOY
on
the pa~t of the CP of Franoe. Stalin gave them. He aSSured LavaIon
the occae i.on of hiS vieit to iJoecow, that
Franoe i~ naturally obliged to adopt measurea in the intereBt of her ~litary
defense. Izvestia wrote on May 16:
"The taBk of the publiO opinion of both oountrieB 1s the
support of the polioy of their governments. which iS the
policy of peaoe and of defense.n
The paot With France was followed by that with Czeoho~
slovakia. whioh forthwith adhered to the franoo-russian
paot by reason of her menaoed poeition betwaen Hitler
Germany and oonteeted Austria.. The IzveBtia preBented
the groundB for thiB new alliance (until 1934 no diplomatie relationB had exiBt~ between the two eountriee)
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in the following words: "German fascism, in order to
conceal its policy of eonqueet, may fashion a theory
according to which the slavie peoplea supply the manure
of history. But the Soviet Union, while taking no stock
in any sort of pan-slavic masquerades, vouches in every
manner that it deems the defense of the slavic peoples,
who are in danger of bei~g attaoked. as no les8 weIl
grounded and worthy of support than is the defense of
France" •
Since t he rema1ning appar atua of the Comintern par t i ea
no longer has any life of its own, the readjustment of
their policy to the new Situation was not accompanied
by the slightest inner difficultiee. The policy of military allianees With capitalist States required the
liquidation of the diaturbance polioy of ths Cominter~
parti~s in the countries in question. Moscow earried out
thia liquidation, which presages the ea~ly end of the
european Cpls in general. The way to th1S end ia twofold. In the first plaoe, it was neeeasary that the
french and czeeh parties should swing into the line of
national defense. That occurred promptly. Of course,the
french CP was faced with tha difficult taslof
combining
this line with the traditional anti-militarism
of the
freneh working masses. It spoke cautioualy and diplomat1cally. "The mutual assistance embraces the eorresponding :rreasures for the defense of peaee", wrote Magnien on
May 16 in LIH~aanite. "In order to pres erve the peace. a
Bolshevik should do everything". declared VaillantCouturier, two days later in the Same sheet. He oompare~
the pact With ths New Economio Policy (NEP). It was a
question, he aaid. of gaining time in order to postpone
the War ani protect "our Socialist Fatherland", No other
reasons, he added, are discoverabIe in the words of
Stalin. Furthermore. it was protested that the CPF remains the de fender of the freneh soldiers and wants to
Win the army. practically. however. all that remained to
do Was to demand that the fasCist and reaotionary officers be driven out of the- army, since one could not aftel
all confide to them the serious defense of the USSR.
In Czeehoslov.akia, where nationalism on the one hand and
the Social-democratie
tamenesa of the Cp on the other
Were considerably greater, the matter Was rendered eas i.ez,
Sverma, a newly electad parliamentarian
of the CPCz, declared on May 24 at a CP meeting in prague that the ezeoh
communiets , in Case the caechos Lovakt.an army would fight
Consiatently againat german imperialism, would support
this atruggle and Oome out for the army. He declared himself in favor qf maintaintng the independence of the
ozech na t t on , -whioh oould be assured by an army purged
of fascists.
In order to make thiB ft~efence-of-the-father1andft
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\'
~ffeo~ual in the polioy of the a1l1ed papi taliet
na t I ona ,
in h~rmony With the, d,eeigna of Boviet diplomacy. ths Com1nternwo~d
onoe more have to Beek out the oorrespon~ing
barliamentá:::y field.
That meant praot1cally'that
the ComIn.tern par t Lea had to be annexed t o the So.o,1al Demooracy
of the countriee,ir:.
question.
The united front with the
hcads cd "aoc raä faecism 11 .be came àll of asudden the one
and, onIy Une-true
watchword of the var i oua CPls.ln Fr anoe
thertl ar oae the IIfront ooamun", releasing
Waves of en';hu..,.
e i.aam and fake ao t rv; ty. If the negotiationB
as a whole
dit', not pr coe ed so sraoo1;hly as might have b een expeoted,
"~hiS was owtng to1;he faot that differenoes
ar oae regarding the~uestion
of the extension of thiS front. While
'the Cp want ed to draw in even the lett~·bourgeois
parties
(if ooslition
anyhow, theri 8011the way to the democratio
bour geo s e r }, the Sooia1 Demoorats oppos ed to thi~ the,ir
traditional,No,
ar:.d thus aoquired among the frenoh work,ers ~he reputation
of being the most radioal,the
"leftest"
'of all the par t Lea, However, Blum, at theoongressof
his
pà,rty in ~uhlhausen(Jur.le
1935) could not deny nthatthe'
ideolara1;iom of Stalin are in aooord With thedecisions
,~döpted regarding the natiónal defense by the !rench Soo1a.1-1st P~rty in Tours three years ago and oonsequently
eer,ved t he :future organizational
uni ty of sooialists
and
communä.e
t s , In Oase of a german invaarcn,
8011proleta:t'lans would riseagainst
the outer enemy, for the defeat
of France Wou:ldmean the defeat of Russla" • (NZZ of June
13. ) 1t is quä t e conoeiva.ble that MoscowWill even deczee
;the diréöt liquidation
of its europeán offsh06ts,
if
'th,inga go still
farther.
If the Bolsheviks suoceed in
,Jtinhing 'au indirect
lnfluence upon thasooial-demo
Ct'atio
}>arti,es ,wi tha.ut be mg responsible
for them, that
will
be',ths most favorable to theplans
of Mosoowin the prèsen't world Si tuàtion.
(ThiS tendenoy to oombine by- movi ng
.0 theside'of
the Social ~mooraoy iS not oonfined
to
,~he M,uso,ovi
tes , but is runnrng , thru 8011t,hevarious
bol;"
!Jhevist cur r ent s , The Trotskists
of Francie, of ,Swit'zerland, eto., are already in ,the SooialDelilooraoy,
a.nd in,
"o.ther,oountriea
they are working än a sirnllar iireot;i.on.
;'!'h,e CPOof Sohaffhausen (Swj. tzerland)
accompliahed.1 te
~un:,ionwithtb,e
SPS at the beg1nning of July 1935 .•~'
ä

ä

:The prooesàion' to the S06ial Demo9raoy has been follo1reo.
'by the sWisÉi Cp Without .reserve.
,After aoampaign in opposij;ion to the sooial;:..d.emooratio .and tradè-union
"c:rl,siS
:in,;i.tiati:ve" , Shörtly bèfore the vote Was taken 1t Lssued
a oal1 for support of thia initiative.
The .situati,on,
naturally,
had "fundament ally ohangedtr• The SpS had., to
bé' aur e, propoaedan
ext e rs tve elimination
of Parliament
for the oa"rrying .thru of ~,he initiative,
but' the FederaJ.
Oounoi j, . (Bundesrat ), had i:tl' mrnd. still
more ext ena Ive full
P?W'ers for !tsel!.
Bo the CPSpreferred~'in'
accozdance
w~th the approved aocial-demooratio
reoipe of the lesser
evi i., the half to the three-quarter
diotatorship.
ThiS
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tumble was followed by ,ths offer of a united front to the
SPS, whioh in turn was followed by preparations
for the
dissolution
of the red-union opposition
(RGO) in Basel.
The SPS set five oondit10ns; among others, the liquida-.
tion of the RGOand ot her such separate CP or garu aat rons ,
suapension of 8011at t acks upon the sooial-demooratic
pol.iOY, partioularly
upon the sooial-demooratio.
funotionaries in the adminiatrative
a.pparatua, and unconditional
assent to theswiss
IIPlan of Labor". The CPS had aS a
matter of oourse to subaoribe to 8011this.
It WaS even
obliged to swallow the ironio remark of the SpS exeöutive
committee to the effect that at any rate no oo-operation
with bourgeois parties
was involved. suoh as had been demanded by the french oomunists.
óust aS down to the year 1932 it was "sooial fascism"~so
at the present time the "united front" has become the
axis of 8011 CP policy.
Bela Kun, in a long article
in No.
11 of the "Communist·Int,ernational",
analyzed the taotio
and the auocsaaea 'o'! the var i ous CPIS on the ocoas i on of
the united-front
demonstrations
on May 1. As to the german question,
he expatiated
as follows: If the majority
of the SPG exeoutive cornmittee in Pragueis
really trying
to support the imperialist
war policy of HitIer Germany;.
in order to get back into the game, th en there is need
for establishing
a muoh oloser oontaot between the Oommums t s and the left members andgroups
of the SPG. for
the oreat t on of "lively exarnples of the uni ted front" and
for stre~gthening
the broad masS pressure upon the SPG ex~
eoutive oommitte~, in' prague". These interesting
iisquisi .•.
t rona demonstrate,
first,
that the CP must be in very poor
standing with the german workers, for otherwise it would
not turn to the SPG exeoutive committee af ter it had declared, following Hitler IS ~1ictory: The SPG r emaf.na ~he
prinoiple
enemy. They prove, furthermore.
that the Comintern is here "fighting"
merely for a bit of influenóe up~
on the remaining props of a social-iemocratio
apparatus
whioh history has ~lready shown the door, an apparatus
whioh at the time the Hun ar t i cl e was wri tten was putting:
a.n end to the struggle of the "Leftists"
for their share'
of ths million marks in the possesaion of the partyls
exeoutive commä t t ee , in that it threw these la.tter out of
1ts enterprise
for oompensating its own servioes With
respeot to the gerrnan workers.Beaides
at the present
time the german seoret polioe (Gestapo~ has gone a long
way in wiping up the illegal
SPO apparatus,
made further
numeroua arrestsand
thua reaped the harvest whiohhad
bfsen prepared for i t by two spies in the oentral comm
i tte'e
o ths Sp in Germany. At the moment the SPG centra! Oom~ittee,
aooording to' our oertain information,
no langer
as, any ccnnect Lona .whats'oever t"oward GermanY, and has
deo~ded not to attempt making any for Some rronthe to Oome.
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CURRENT TRENDS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA

~o9ncl_~a1,.g1L
Thua the fora~&n poliCy of the Soviet Union haa logically, growing out of the original Situation of tha russiar.
revolution, ended up as a link in the system of imperialist alliance poliCy. Corresponding to the momentary needa
at the different halting places along this way, it has
directed the communist parties, on the back of the european proletariat~ up to the point at whioh their political 1iquidation in favor of the national-reformist
poliCy
of the Bo c La'l, Democraoy has alree.dy beoome mere1y a quea-.
tion of fo~. Thia iS not taking plaoe Without the recent
i11usionary working up of the "united-front" ènthusiasm
of a european pr01etariat whioh in the present period of
univarsal counter-ravolution
and reaotion has run hopeles91y into the blind alley of national li~itation. lts
further course oar. only be a further bit-oy-bit collapse.
A sound claes-reaction against the oontinuing i~eological
and practical deoline is at tha moment not yet visible in
the european oountries even in the most ~odest beginnings.
lt appe ar s that Social-democratisrr. and Bolshevisnl must
continue their work of destruotion of any proletarian
force of action even to the bitter and before the proletarian turn becomes at all possible. But the world situation i6 overloaded in suoh a way with eoonomic and
political diffioultiss, counter-forces and oontradictions
that this proletarian turn Will in the long run unavoidably Come about. The ruins of all "old" labor "movement"
will make the path of the reasoent an incomparably painful one, but they Will also finally leave it clear.
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Despite the gradual trend toward equalization of the eoonomio-social struoture of Europe, the distinotion between
industrial capitalist Western Europe and overwhelmingly
agricultural Eastern Europe is atill apparent. CzeohoBlovakia reaches into both divisionB. lts weatern part iB
highly industrialized and its history is closely interwoven With that of middle Europe, while its eastern part
embraoes the typical agrarian characteristica
of eaatern
Europe. Thia contradiotion between the Eaat and Weat con~
stitute one important problem of Czechoslovakian politiOS
and economy.
The other problem is that of nationalitiea.
Czeohoslovakia ia not a unified national state. lt iS inhabited by
approximately ten million Czeohoslovaks (Czechs and 810vaka beoause of different hiatorioal bankground do not
yet con9titute a unity, although that tendenoy eXista),
three and one quarter million Germans, 700,000 Magyara,
400,000 UkrainianB, and 60,000 PoleB. Tha "national antagoniam" , especially between the Germana and Czechs,ia
fundamentally but the oonflict between more or leas independent oapitalist groups for a ahare in the state
control, as well as over internal and foreign markets.
The larger part of the proletariat as well aa the petty
bourgeoisie was dragged into thiB oonflict. ThiS national
oompetition seems to be refuted by the interlocking of
German and Czech capital in the monopolistic orgar!izations, but in reality the struggle is merely resumed on
another plane, within the monopolies.
The economic differences of West and Eaat, and national
disunity, eXisted before the founding of the repUblio,
but the diffioulties arising out of the breakup of the
old Austrian economie entity developed with the reptiblio.
In the old Austria, whioh formed an eoonomic unity with
balanced industrial and agrarian production, induatry
Was centered chiefly in the Sudete countries. (Sudeten:
mountain-chain).
Excepting that part which found a sala
~n foreign m~rkets, Austrian induatry found a market for
lts goois in the agricultural belt. What iS now Czechoslovakia supplied over 50 percent of all the induatrial
product ion of the old Auatria - some industries as high
as 100 percent. Af ter the breakup of the empire, Czechoslovakian industry retained but a fourth of the former
markets, as the other offshoots of the Austrian empire
immediately raised tariff walls under whose proteotion
they etarted thelr own industries. The export to these
former oountrieB, thuB impeded, forme~ly the exoluaive
domain of Bohemian 1nduatry, noW alBO hado to meet the
sharp competition of the great capitaliat countriae in
these territoriea, whoae position here was noW conaider- 35 -

a" bly i~proved.The relative over-industrialization
of
Czechoslovakia determined economie polioies and influenoed the relations between the different bourgeois factions.
A number of pr obl ema also reauj t from the Ln t erna t i ona.I
position of Czechoslovakia. Deriving it8 exi8tanoe aa a
state from the Versailles treaty, and :..ts 0<.18io~Lmperialist setup , any shifting of the then exi e t lng power-a affeots it olosely. Czec~oslovakiats vulnerable p08~tion
and its economic implicationa compj t cave Lv: ther the problemS arising irom its international positiûn and, consequently, also the internal politioal ait~~tion.
All these problems, however~ are secondary to the general
sQoial antagonisms that also rock the foundations of the
other capitalist states. The causes of the apparent confusion in the sooial conflicts of Czechoslevakia lie in
the interlooking and interaotien of the general oonditions
of the world crisis With the speoial cûnditions peculiar
to the founding and development of the Czechoslovakian
state.

greatest bank, "Zivnostenska banka" , whioh controla the
greateat industrial concern is mainly due to the fact
that the financial and trade poliCy of the atate Was in
the hands of its repreaentatives who ruthlessly sUbordinated the economic policy of the state to its immediate financial interests, Similarly ths agrioultural
ministers used their office to further the intereste of
the well ooncentrated agrarian industry.
In oontrast to the era of liberal capitalism, when the
state is almost exclusively the instrument of political
power of the bourgeoieie, monopoly capitalism now seizos
it increasingly for its immediate exonomio purpoees.Thus
the state exerts its full foroe.upon capitalist production and distribution in order to keep their contradiotions within bearable limits and, simultaneously,
furthere
the monopolistiO trend. In a small way as yet this expresses itself in the eoonomie legal measures of the
past years, i.e., the wheat monopoly, c~mpulsory lumbe:
syndicate, etc.

Sut even the unequal foroe With which the crisie struok
various seotions of industry failed to halt the trustification efforte that had been init1~t~d as early as the
pre-war period in the Sudeten countries. Af ter the war,
th is trend continued end by 1933, in the midst of the
crisis, there were 53e registered cartele. The vertical
organization of induetriee by the banks hae proceeded
even ffiorerapidly. Four to five prague banks, through
dir~ct ownership or large investment in tbe most important industriee, oontrol four-fifths of the total Czeohoslovakian produotion.

Almost at the outset of the crisis, following the e1eotiens, a coalition government Was forrned, conaisting of
Czeoh Agrarians, Nat iona1-Democrats, People1e Party,
National Socialiste (Benee), the Czech and German SocialDemocrats and the German Land League. The government
tried to óoun~eract the growing difficulties with the
UBual deflationiat methode ; (aalary reductions for government employees, reducing the budget, etc.), Whioh,of
course, merely intensified the orisis. From the first,
the government, dus to its heterogeneoua composition,
could not reokon on more thoro measures. When the advancing crisie nevertheless indicated the neoeseity of
such measures, open disag~ement
b~oke out in the 00alition. The group urging a devaluation of the crown
to revive the export trade had
majority but met stiff
reeistance by the National Democrate, repreeenting finanoe capital and the importers of foreign raw materiale
who feIt their intereste endangered by ourrency devaluation. Befo~e the passing of the devaluation lawe, thie
group demonlJtratively withdrew fr.om the government. The
remaining government partiee now formed a closer ooalition of agrarian and reformist parties. Resulting from
this close co-operation were a number of "pï.anned eoonomy" reforms (grain monopoly, publiO works loans,publiC
works programs, eto.), whioh was to culminate in a sort
of state capitalism (for example, the nationalization
of mines. )

The growing power of the monopolies is increasingly ffianifeeted in politics. Banks and other bUSiness concerns,
over the heads of the "peoples' representativés",
try to
usc the state apparatus for thei~ momentary interests.
For example, it is no seorst that tbs success of the

The new reformistl0 practioe of the labor partiee now
found its ideological expression in the theories of
"planned economy". A theoretical re-orientation furthar
becarne necessary With the collapse of the German (in
Germany) soolal democracy, the chief representative of

The wave of international orisis reaohed Czechoslovakia
from one to one and a half years later than the eurrounding oountriee. Then it progressed sharply and rapidly.
First hit and hardest was the export industry,situated
almost entirely in the Northwestern border terri tories
inhabited by Germans. In contrast, the industries in the
interior largely supplying the internal markete have held
up fairly weIl. Recently pUbllshed statistics eetimated
unemployment in thirteen distriots preponderantly German,
with a total population of 1,o6e,629, at 119,265; while
thirteen distriots preponderantly Bohemian, with 1,17e,834
inhabitants gave ûnly 51,949 unemployed. Unemployment in
the German border districtswas more than twice that of the
Bohemian, namely 11.15 percent as against 4.4 peroent.

- 36 -

*

37 -

tbe traditional r.eformi8m of tbe Seoond International.
In order t o win tbe vac cLl.Lat i ng maases o f petty bourgeoisie anc. farmel.'sfor tbs interests of tbe reformist
la.bor mov ementi , a "cla8s-coalit:'.onflwas aough t in tbe
format ion of a b loc surrende r Lng a]1 clas0 char aoner i a.,
tiC8 for the purpose uf effeoting the structura~ (state
capi talist) reform of cap iceLi sm . 'rl1elabo:' movement
demoralized by ~;be coJ.lap3e of tr.e mtdd.Le European l~bor parties, througb tbis program was to oe shown a ne~
way out, while at tbe sa:ne t äme a mass baste: for tbe
struggle aga Ina t Fas orsm wOl.lldbe f'ormed,
Tbe National-Sooia.lint v i ctor y in Germany had. far-reaching oona equencea for the inter:lal and ext exnat poli t i os
of Czechoslovakia. Tt now i'ûund itself adiacent to a
state from whose imperialist ur ge for expans i on it had
everything to fear. lts i~lediate reaction to provo cative advances of Germany was a closer 3u~port of French
Impe ri.a.Ld
am and , cons equent Ly , of RU8Sia (diploma.tic
recognition, non-aggression and ~ilitary aGsistance pact)
as weIl as closer connection with the states of the
little entente. A fUl'ther effect on foreign policy was
clouding of diplomatic relations with Poland whjc;h had
established friendly relations With Oerman ämper i aû am ,

old fascist parties threatened to result in the prohibi~
tion of tbe Turnerbund as weIl, so a form of organization
equally oapable of carrying on the fascist campaign and
yet sufficiently camouflaged to avoid dissolution under
tbe anti-fasoist laws had to be found. The most esssntial
fascist aotivities Were to be carried out illegally, in
underground agitation, whispering campaigns, etc;
Thw needs of Czech fasois~~h~
found expresBion in the
organization of the Sudete Home Front (SHF) which Boon
boaBted of a following greater than that enjoyed by the
former National-Socialist organizations. In cnntradiction
to swastika traditions, the SHF professed a burning love
of democracy and international peaoej innumerable loyalty
demonstrations for the Czechoslovak state were organized
and every connection With the forbidden parties, and e6pe~ially with ths Third Reich was avoided. Thus equipped
the SHF was the more active in advooating the ideology
of its predecessors although in diluted form but enriched
witb the freshly imported "people's cO~'mity
religion"
and a leader cult oentered around one Kvnrad Henlein, .••.
Turnerbund functimnary who was being primed as a Sudete
German HitIer.

ä

The ideological result of Hitler-German activity was an
Lnt ena-i f Ied nat rcnaä tsm by the CzeohosltJvakian bourgeoisie which could operate under the madk of anti-fascism.In
the reformist labor parties, Hitlerism resulted in a
panicstricken flight to the institutians of the lfdemocra t i o " state as refuge f!'om the f's.s
o f a t vav e , The antifascist struggle represented no stru~gle between group6
fighting for their defini te capi taliet Ln t ere scu . but a
struggle for the preserva~ion of oertain governmental
principles. Followed to Hs l.ogical conclusion this conGeption leads to the support of a.war of pr event i on "in
order to bring freedom (at the point of French and Czech
baYOnetB) to Germany".
Internally the Hitler overturn in Germany led to the diSs01ution of the German National-So Oialist Lab or Party and
the German Uational Party. Tbe leaderless and partyless
fascist maSSdS sought and found oover in tbe German Turnerbund whose sooia1 structure and aimS most c10sely approXimated those of the dissolved parties and thus was
best fitted to act as a sUbstitute organization for the
o~d Swastika parties • lts memb erahd.p WaS fair1y identioal
wlth that of the two outlawed parties, in addition to a
powerful reserve of youthful elements that had been radicalized and thrown irito politics by unemployment and
the crisis. The politiCal cbaraoter of the Turnerbund
Was indistinguisha~le from that of a swastika party,' Hyper:lationalism, anti-Semitism and. Close petty bourgeois
conneotions characterized both. ThiS similarity to tbe
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The new foreign polioy of Russia af ter the Nazi revolution in Germany led to a ohange in the communist tactios
in the countries of Russia's allies. In Czeohoslovakia
this tactic met With difficulties as the government SoCialist parties emphatically refused union witb tbe Communistsj on the other hand, tbe united front here would
have signified the Communist endorsement of the government which So far seemed imopportune to them. But oonoessions in this direotion have already been made by
the CPC.
In May 1935, when the diplomatio bonds between Russia
and Czechoslovakia were tightened by a military assistance paot, the CPC deolared itself ready to co-operate
with the bourgeois parties in parli~ent
and to defend
the capitalist state. Parliamentary Representative
Sverma on May 24, 1935 deolared: "•.•German Fascism can
be defeated only thru cla8s War within Germany and, by
war, thru armed foroe. The Czech08lovak Communists
in
case of consistent war by the army against German imperialism would support that war and the army".
"We
are for the maintenanoe of independence of the Czechoelovak n.ation", be added, "Wbich oan be guaranteed by
a strong army. freed of Fasoist elements in whiob workers enjoy all politioal privileges. We demand the restoration of the suffrage to tbe members of the army. We
urge the Socialist parties to form an oppositional
~ited front to carry on tbe fight against Fascism. We
~lll ~upport tbe Sooialist parties in the goyernm~nt in
all measures intended tg oombat Faacism, anà to seoure
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ooncrete advantagee for the workers. In foreign palicy
we will support everything intended to support the
peaceful foreign policy of the Soviet Union and to frustrate the war plans of Hi tler-Germany."
The complicated transltional charactar of the general
sQcial situation ia reflected in the reaults of the last
elpctions (May 1935). The total r eaul, t is undeniably a
swing to the right. AIso, the iifference of sooial development in German and Czech Czechoslovakia becomes more
apparent. While oonditions among the Czechs seem to have
remained about the aame, among the Germans there oceurred
a complete political overturn. Ths tremendous growth of
the Sudete German Home Front to the strongest party in
the state formed the real aensation of the eleetions and
gained importanee far beyond the boundariea of the atate.
The awing to the right ia aeen in the loaa of votea and
parltamentary sesta of the proletarian parties whieh altogether noW have 14 seats less than formerly. Compared
to 41. 6 peroent of all aeabs held f orme rl y , they now Centrol only 35.6 percent. The full developments are not so
apparent in these totgIs as a study of the individual national groups reveals.
Changes among the Czechs,
is are so insignificant
pafty system seemS to be
ternational developments

despite the Sixth year of criathat the stability of the old
exceptional wh en compared to inin general.

In con t raat to ths largely German border +e rr i t orres , the
inner part of Czechoslovakia, eapecially Slovakia, iS but
little induatrialized. Suoh industry as exists iS largely
for domestio consumption and was hardly affeoted by the
orisis. Besldes, industry in the Czech interior has experienceö an entirely different development from that of the
Dorder diatricta. The latter are part of the west European
economy whieh had its decisive development in the last
haJf of the 19th century. Now, as formerly during its rise,
iûdustry in the border districts follows the deoline of
Europe_ ra capitalist west. But the agr i oul tural Czech int.e r ror belonga to the European east wh i ch expe r i enoed a
period of induatrialization aft er the war. Politioal independence, the accompanying tariff and trade barriera,
now separating the old economic unita, led to the de~elopment of an economy serving various political and m~litary interests arising out of the new setup that centered more in the interior and the east. This industrial
development further moderated the effeets of the oriaia
on thia seotion of Czechoslovakia which had sufferedIeast from the first because of the structu=al nature of
interior and eastern economy. Also, the munitions iridustry located in ths Czech distriot's and ope ra t t ng at high
capacity for years reduced unemproyment of the Czech

- 40 -

workers. Consequently,
of capitalist deoline,
Czech massea.

the fasoist ideology, the ideology
remained negligible among the

ThuS the :omparatively insignificant effecta of the crisi s on the Czeoh districta produced no radi cal change in
the traditional party system. However, the crisis still
had anough effect in the Czech districts to cause the
formation of rudimentary fascists groups that already
have expressed themselves in the elections. Czech fasoism so far consists of two tendenoies: the National
Union (Marodni sjednoceni), and the Fascist Party of
Gajda.
The reasons for the growth of Fascism, however, are in
the economie oonditions of the Sudete-German distriots.
The erisis here manifested itself in an extraordinary impoverishment of the masses. The deoline of the highly developed export industry of the border diatriots struek
down the whole economy and social life. The ruin of tne
export industry involved that of all other branches
of
produotion. Important product ion oenters of finished
goods, textiles and glass are veritable industrial cemeteries. Even better situated distriots such as the aoft
ooal mines in the northwest and the oonneoted industries
show a severe deeline and unemployment problem. Some industries have been idle for years with no hope of reauming operations. The industrial shifts of the post-war
period on the continent, and overseas the tariff,valuta
and autarchie policies of most oountries have destroyed
a whole series of iLdustries. Frequently the paralyzed
plahts are broken up and transferred to other countries
(textile industry), a part of the border industry iS
moving into the interior leaving an army of unemployed
Without hope ever to be re-employed, oertain only of
continuing life under the most miaerable oonditions.
But those remaining employed fare little better.
The
wages, already low before the orisis (among the lowest
in all Europe), ha ve ao far been reduced to an average
50 percent. Short-time employment is the rule,{one day
a week in many plants and others olose down for weeks
on end), and contributes to lowering the liVing standard of the employed almost to the level of that of the
unemployed.
The chief strength of the fas~i~t,movement,
its very
foundation, cons Ists of the maas of the Impov er-Lahed
petty bourgeoisie and peasantry. The deoline of the export industry, partly of a pettytr~urgeoia nature, poor
bUSiness in general, reduced purohasing power of the
masses, taxation, eto., brought Small tradesmen, merChants, and the oraftsmen to the verge of ruin. The
YoUQg intelligentsia found na more room in the declining
- 41 -

economy and saw every opportunity of rising barred to.it.
The German small farmers in the less fertile border ~lStriots were injured by the agrarian measures of the ln
favor of large farmers government. These groups that usually turn to the state for help in a orisis had so~t.hope
from a state that furthered the rising Czeoh oompetltlon
that threatened them.
The Germans in Czechoslovakia see the solution to their
troubles in Fascism. The Sudete German party has had a
degree of success unpreoedented in fascist history.
It
polled 70 percent of the German vote, not only thru reiuction of the other bourgeois parties, but thru great
inroads into the support of both proletarian partles.The
confidence of HenleinIs fol~owerà in ~indin~ what seemed
to them new and basio methods for thelr rellef.thru the
peoplels Commonwealth(Volks-gemeinschaft),
soclal and national utopiaB, publiC works program to employ 300,000
Sudete-German unemployed, and similar pr?posals, 6~ve an
immense impetus to their propaganda. Thelr apparently r~volutionary demand for a change in the political,economlo
and cultural setup was opposed by the Social-Democrats
with the oonservative slogan of the defense of demoo~acy
in the state and a few soCial-political crumbs. In Vlew
of the terrible misery of those affected, that meant merely the retention and defense of their misery. Consequently
large parts of the working class, tired of the unsuccessful reform policy of the Social-Democrats, and the sterile
phrase-mongering
of the C~~unists,
set their hopes in the
new rising movement whose spirit and ~ar-reaching demanda
promised a ieoided improvement in thelr let. Only with
all these oontributing faotors WaS it possible for the.
Sudete-German Home Front to overoome the strong social~at
traditions ani to beoome the atrongest party of Czeoho.
slovakia.
The election results of the Communists also demand attention. There are a number of differenoe~ between the CC?
and those of the other European oountrles. The C~ech Sooial Demooraoy from whioh it sprang in pre-war tlmes already had been one of the rightest parties of the seoond
international, aupporting the position of unconditional
co-operation with ~ll olasses of the nation. There was
praetically no Marxian opposition in its ranks. After
191e following the national revolution whioh retained
all ~ther features of oapitalism, a radioal tendency.developed which, however, lacked a fundamental,revolutlonary o~ientation. It WaS simil~r to the Independent Socialist Party tendenoy in Germany t~ough ~tro~ger reformistic and nationalistic tendencles OXlstea here. But
while the third international has split the _Indepe,ndent
SPin
order to exolude the too reformistic elements,
Sho;tly af ter it aocepted the whole Czech L8ft bag and
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baggage • Juno t äon of the Czech wi th the German Communists of the country, ideologi oolly :nore advanced oWing
to a different historical baokground, added little t~
theoretioal unity and clarity though a iegree of uniformity in conoepts and tactics took plaoe thru the
years. The laok of thecretical clarity ~ong the party
membership formed ths basiS for frequent serious internal orises that convulsed the party struoture until the
strong party bureauoraoy suooeeded in enforoing the
strong disoipline and rules of Bolshevik organization.
Yet, to thiS day, the party apparatua must oompromise
with the ideologioal baokwardness of the memberahip.Thus
the polioy of the party central oommittee oonsists of
oonstant shifting between the noW reformistio, now radioal desires of the membership on the one hand, ani the
pressure of the Comintern for defense of the state intereats of Soviet Russia on the other hand, though Russian interesta more and more tend to support the reformism of the party. Thia ahifting soon beoame the oharaoteristio of the whole poliOy of the CCP Yhioh evaded al1
fundamental deoisions of theory or praotioe.
In distinotion to the Social-Demooraoy, the Communist
movement in Czeohoslovakia ia not organized into national
gro~pa, but embraoes membera of all nationalities ir- one
uni t , The peouliar na t onal, oompoaä tion of Czeohoslovakl8.
explained previoualy, expresses itself in the thought &~~
aotion of the various groups and only with due oonaideration to thiS can the Communist eleotion resulta be oorre~"
ly sat ima.ted,
ä

The Comm~,ista seoured a total inoreaae of 96,289 votes 8A
oompared to 1929, or 12.7g peroent. As the number of vot&a
had inoreased by 11.45 peroent, the peroentage of inorea88
was only 1.33 peroent.
The growth of the Communist, almost entire1y in eaatern
Slovakia and Karpatho-Russia, oan be traoed to the almost
Oomplete absenoe of industry. Even agrioulture there iS
very baokward. Conditions generally approximate those of
the Balkans and a number of east-European atates.
The
greater part of the population suffers muoh aa a result of
the baokward sooial oonditions apd the ruthless exploitation and oppres8ion_by the Czeohoalovak bourgeoisie.
Although the remnants of feudalism ha.d been removed by the
land reform--the expresaion of the bourgeois revolutionary
oharacter of the Czech national revolution--and the Czeoh
peasantry had beoome oonaervative, aufficient vestiges o~
feudalist oonditions remained in the east to maintain
tne
desire for a bourgeois reoonstruotion of agrioulture.
The
Bmallness of the farms, infertility of the aoil,dependeno~
on the few but all-powerful landed proprietors, and the
oackwardness of their produotive methode, ooupled With ad- 43 -

~iniatrative opPfession (tax9s, tax !oreolosure~, politioal chicanery, eto.,--this p~rt of tne country lS treated
almost like a oolony) have created misery th~t i~ a1most
unbearab1e. Communä s t aucceaa he re ä.s due prlmarlly to
the protest of the peas~lt population again8t the8e oonditions. In addition it i8 the expression of the,agrarian-revolutionary
fermetlt of the peasantry of,th18
a8
we11 as other eastern cour.trie8 a8 the Com~unlst Party
unreservedly supportà all interest8 of the pGa8~~t population. To the Karpatho-Russian
pea8ant8, a8 to the RU8sian peasa~ts, the Comuunist party appears as the ao1e
leader of their sooia1 and national strug61e•
In Czechos10vakia the crisis appeared later ~han.in the
other co~~tries, ~~d earlier in the border dlstrlots.
th~1 in the interior ~~d ea8tern part8 of thc republlo.
The political effect8 were the later and un~qua1 proC8SS of fa8cization. Fo110wing the later outoreak of the
crisis
it may be aS8uned that the low point wil1 be
reached at a later period than in other cou~trie8. Th~
momentary stabilization of the ari8i8 in Czeahos10vakla
has obv oua Ly not occurred at its lowest po är.
t , A further pos8ibly sudden, ooIlapse is to be expected, eBpeCi~llY in the Czech district8. The political effect
of a further collapse unioubtedly Will be a Crea~er and
more effective fascization of the Do~~try.
ä

~he ri8e of a real fasci8t wo~~ment among the Czechs
mU8t intensify the problem and danger, but also the iiffiaultie8
of Fascism in the republic. So long as Fasc~8m
was e8ae~tially the affair of the minority nation,the ~ecisive policies of the govermnent were but little influenced by it. With the ri8e of fasci8m in the ~ajority
nation, all internal problems (above all, that of the relationship of the two main nationalitie8, which may result in a struggle to deternine the dominanee of the two
fascist movemeribs
renewed and ir.tensified will beoome
the order of the day.
ï

ihe co~~uest of the state by ths monopolistia great-bourgeoisie proceeds more rapidly than the formation of a
ma8S basis for the petty bourgeoisie. The horizon~al and
vertical trusts emb race owner s of both na t i ona and all
fractions and constantly expand their operations.In the
International Industrial Associatio~ (SVAZ PRU~YSLNIKU)
for example
the bourgeois1e has an instrument e~ually
potent poli Îica11y as eaonomically thru which, forced by
economt c ne ceaa i ty, itiemands
wi th mcr eas i ng insist~nca
absolute control of economy and the state, violently ~emand8 thc abo1ition of democratio vesti~e8 and forces
thru more and more measures for the fascist re?r~~ization of the state. Thc time ia rapidly approaoning when
the bourgeoisie with its trusts ean exeroise Q,limited
control of the state and thru it diotatc its political
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and economä c meaaur ea , But even in the u,.üfied dictator.shiP of monopoly capita1, the rlva1ry of the two national capitalist groups and the different oapitalist fraotio~S (industrial, agrarian and finance capital) wil1
oontinue. The conflict for a 8hare in the fasoist rule
will fl~e anew in the economio a8sociations and the
state bureaus and afuninistration8. In thia strugglo,the
various national groups of capitalists will 8eek allies
~ong the petty bourgeoisie of their own oo~~try ruined
by capital ooncentration and orisie. Uationu.lism iS tho
inevitable basis for a fascist mobi1ization of the petty
nourgeoisie in Czeohoslovakia. To large seotions of the
petty bourgeoisie, the maintenanoe and extension of their
reduced basi8 for eXistence Wil1 appear possible only at
the expense of the other nationals, Thus the intenaified
arisis will widen the gulf between the two large nations
of t he state and finally two s t rong fascist maas movements will confront each other in an embittered atruggle.
But a8 fasci8m indicatas the greatest centralization of
state power in the hand8 of the rulin~ olass, and every
independent movement with4~ the regime that oonfliots
With the intereste of the ruling fascism becomes a me~ace for the whole dictatorship, fasoism is confronted
wi th the Llsoluable problem of chaining the ve r y forces
it iS constantly forced to unchain. Just as the growing
class antagonisms constant1y forae the fascist state te
adopt more rigorous measures to maintain its supremacy,
so tha~growin5 and diverging foroes of the nationalitiee
Wi11 necessitate inareased pressure by the state.The exact manner in which Fasciem Wil1 try to reoe~~ile the
national conf1iCts With absolutist state cen~ralization
oan~ot be foretold as yet. A p~rt probably Wil1 be played by the state bureauoracy whose 5Teat power, ~~oontrollod chioanery and ruth1essne8s already indicate lts possinle pos i tien.
Ir. generaJ, fascization i8 a manifold oontradictory proceas that Will be even more conplicated and diffioult of
Comprehension in the Czechoslovak state of conflicting
nationa1itiea than e18ewhere. The working cla8s is inactive and helples~ in relation to the ta8k of revolutioniZing the capitalist ~y$t~.
It confronts the powerful
new problem8 with tha ~raditional ~ethods, organizatio~s
and i5.eolo;-ies that aro8e frOl:!ali!lostentirely different
conditions, and which are comp1etely insufficient to
stop the on81aught of the 01as8 enemy. The greatest ~~d
deOiding part of the workin~ cla8S iS still ir. the camp
of reformisme Attempt8 to change the po1icies of the reformist parties ~~ong the Czechs are not apparent, wh1le
but a weak tendency in thiS direotion is noticeable a90ng the Germans. What oppoa t Lona'L ao t iv i t;, ext at.s Wi tt
an the Oe r-nan Boe LaL Demo craoy ia very ind3fird te az.d ie
rathar a sign of ~is~nte~ration of thc old ideology th~
t urw orientation. A~ug all these effort8, t~e group~
rown aa the"Sooia.liat Äotion" baa a.aaumed the moat ëlefini te forma and ga f.ne d tha I!loet influenee·. Al though
ä
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oe~bership in th1S 5rouP is forbidden to pa~ty members,
and repreaentatives
of "Socialist Action" car. abitate il1ega11y a~d under cover, only certain parts of their p~ogram have inf1~enced definite, not ~~influential party
o Lro.lee . The i!:l8ologyof "Sccialist Action ft is made up of
a !!'.ixture
of p1an-reformistic,
Bolshevist and fasoist elementS. No uniform de .••
re Lopaerrt t endenct es are d t aoezn fbLe
because it harbors too mar,v contradictory tre~ds. Opposed
to i t s "rad.ical b o enev Is t ideology", i tb charaoter en
the basis of most of its pro~Tam planks and methods diSJ10ses a strong fascist strain. Of oourse within thd opcoe i t i onaä forces of r erornuam , espeeially among the
youth, there are mz.er ous e'Lemen t s honestly seeking a
really revolutionary methode However, a11 too of ten their
laok of c1arity makes them the tools for the centrist or
half-bolshevik aims of the experienoed opPositicn ~oliticians.
ï

The o~her WiLg of the labor movement, that of the Communista, has long ceased to represent a revo1utior.ary factor.
Their great turn-about shift, occurring just during the
last e1eotion, that they were compe Ll.éd to make in the
diplomatio interests of the Soviet Ur.ion has st~ipped
ther.1of the last bit of revclutiOl:..ary8ieÇlifieanoe. Nt1\V
that they have oOmL1itted themselves to rational d.efense
and, With certain reservations, to support of the government polioy (in their repeated united front proposals to
the Social Democrats t~ey have emphasized these Willi~g
concessio~s) their fund~~ental line is undistin~~ishable
from that of the reformists. Like the latter, ttey hGve
beeome a conservative factor in the state. Committed to
support the ruling poli tical system, even b efor e formation of parliareentary "anti-fascist united front",they,
Lä ke tho Social Demo crats, Will be Lnvo Lv ed in the state
co11apse.More
unsteady ideologioally and fa.r 1ess prepa.red organiza.tiona11y than its Reichs-Ger~an sister
party, the Czechoslova.k Co~~unist party too must oolla.pse
miserably in the eominó atta.ek of the cla.ss enemy.
On the whole, it beeomes apparent that even the so-ealled
"isls.r.dof democracy" will be unab Le to arrest the international proeess of fasoization. The same developments
here as elsewhere will shake the eXisting organizations
and ideologies of the working elas6, At first this expresses itself in parli~entary
~efeats as a result of
whieh mua t come the recogni tion that the historie task
of the proletariat eannot be aeoomplished thru par1iamentary-reformistio
and b oLahev s t methods and orga,;i~ations.
In tte further oourse of fasoization, the bourgeoisie,obeYing the political and sooial imperatives of thiS proces6, must put an obJeotive end to the parliamentary 1abor organizations of all tendenoies. ThiS objeetive end
of the contemporary labor movement dOèS not mean its
eUbjeotive end, however. For, despite the destruction of
their organlzatlona by the claea er.emy, the old ideology
Will continue to survive among sectio~s of the masses.
The intenslfici oppress10n and exploitation, however,
á

destroys tho 010. ideology a~d prepares tha basis ior new
clasS action ar.d cla.ss conaciou6~ess. Sooner or later the
clase ac t i v i t y thus developèd {:,ustr esul t t r, a ndW organization and ideology aáap t sd to t he cnanger; cer.iit i ons .
The practice of the elas8 stru5ble ita.31f Wi~l necesGitate orbanizations in whieh the militancy of the rr.~68ea
finds direct expr eas i on and i r, w::ich the ge rms of the :lew
society can beo devel?ped. A.truly revolutionary ideology
;nust coc e on tne b aa i a of trn a pr ac t i ce in eo'}:-iI.ation
'N,i~hthe tota~ expe r i e.ice of pr ev i ous alGs:,:;
s t rug jj ea ,
TnlS new worl:l.4i!i
cj ass ideology can have no rOOF.,f or t ne
illusion of a. refor,List trans for":.at
ior. of ext s t ir;z aoc ••
iety, ner for the idea of passive subord.iaation of the
classes ur.der the Leade re m p ar.d control of al. "advaa ced
;;ua.rd"and t ne Lr r.oo i Li aat ton for ob j e c t Iv ea inoo~:,patible with their clas8 intarests. B~t, oo~t ioport~1t,
every r avo Lut i ona.r y Ld ecLogy , par t acul arl y i::. nat i onaj-.
istiC :.üddle ar.d East ern Eur cpe , will have t o i:-,elude
and ma.Ln t a Ln ';;'i~, unconpr o ieL'!:;,;
i:Ltclrnationali9rr..

..................
o

,

....

G C 0 0 0 C 0 G 0 0 C C 0 0

.........

.

,

"

Counoil Correapondence

recomrr.ende:

The Soientifie ;Jethod of Thinking. An Tntroduotion te
Dialectical Ya terialiBm • By Edwa rd Conze.
Chapman & Hall Ltd. - London 1935 -(168 pagesi 8.5/ )
••••••

a ••••••••••••

!'tI:AD:
Rätekorrespondenz

,( theoretiBchea- und DiBkuaaionaorgan fUr die Rätebewegung).
von der Gruppe Tnternat10naler
Kommunisten (Holland)

Herauage~eben

ErNZ~LNU~llJE~_lQ ~

THE TNEVTTABTLTTY OF
A cr!tique of Sidney HoOkis Tnterpretation

of Marx

25 ~
!.HE HODERN HONTHLY,

an independent
25
a copy

t

radieal ma.gaz i ne •

Lenin'lsm or ,,=rxism, by Ro aa Luxembur-g
Th
~
'3 Bour'~eoia Role of Bölahevism
<s»;

.:c..orld-'7ide
FaacisF.lor ·-:orldRevolution?
order from: Council CorreuFondence-130~
Chica:=;q,t..
Tll.

10

&

10 ~

10 t
N. Ca Li f o r n fa Ave.

