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What Next for the American
Workers ?

It is nearly a hundred years since Marx and
Engels declared, in the Communist Manifesto, that
“a specter is haunting Europe — the specter of
Communism.”’

That specter is still haunting the ruling, capi-
talist class, not only of Europe but of the world. And
the more so now as the objective conditions
throughout the world are fast approaching the point
where Communism provides the only solution for the
problems of increasingly vast numbers of people,
and particularly of the working class as a whole.

But the ruling class, in its efforts to exorcize the
specter of Communism, has conjured up a specter of
its own—the specter of Fascism. It tells the workers,
in effect, that if they revolt against their degrading
conditions of existence — if they make any move
which threatens the interests of that class it will
simply lead to Fascism; in other words, that they
will find themselves clamped down under a military
dictatorship exercised by the capitalist class in its
own interest, and that therefore the only thing for
the workers to do is to bear patiently with their
present wretched lot and hope for the best.

That is the cry of Hearst, for instance, who still
pretends to be equally opposed to both Communism
and Fascism, while at the same time he advocates
fascist methods in suppressing all stirrings of
discontent on the part of the workers and denoun-
ces ag communism every attempt to improve their
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conditions on the part of a capitalist governmen
which he himself helped to put into power. Th
value of those attempts we shall discuss later; her
we merely mention the fact that they have bee
made, in a desperate effort to prop up the falling
structure of capitalism and to instill new hope ints
the masses of people whom capitalism depends upo!
for support, and that those attempts have met wi

a very cold reception from such a typical tory and
future fascist as Hearst. % 7

But the specter of fascism has become mo
than a specter. It has taken on flesh and blood
and exacted the flesh and blood of thousands of
workers — over a large area of Europe. We have
no need of a fascist manifesto to tell us what fascism
18 In reality. We know that it represents the
Fleapairing efforts of the ruling class to hold on to
its power and profits. We know that however much
the capitalists and bourgeoisie generally may like
to prate of the virtues of patriotism and nationalism
or proclaim their devotion to liberty, the constitu:
tion _and established institutions, these things mean
nothing to them when the question is one of main-
taining their own interests. Their “liberty” is liberts
for the bourgeoisie — the liberty to exploit and
enslave the workers. Their constitution will b
preserved by them only so long as there is no reg
menace to that liberty, and whenever that mena
becomes at all acute, the constitution will be throwr
ovgrhnard and resort will be had to open dictator
ship — as was done in Germany, 1933. Thei
patriotism doesn't stand in the way of calling o1
foreign assistance for suppressing the organizations
however peaceful, of their own working pupulaﬂ
— as was recently done in Austria by Starhemberg
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when he received large supplies of munitions from
the fascist government of Italy for his unprovoked
assault on the Austrian workers.

So we see that even in the absence of revolu-
tionary tendencies on the part of the workers, even
though they meekly accept what little the present
system still has to give, they are still not safe from
assault. The wvery possibility that they may some
day rise in revolt against intolerable conditions —
cspecially when the capitalists know that those con-
ditions are bound to become still more intolerable—
i« sufficient to cause those capitalists to set their
fascist hordes on the war path against them. And
this is still possible for the capitalits because — es-
pecially since the Russian Revolution — they and
their lackeys have acquired great skill in the arts of
demagogy, by which they lead large numbers of
workers to associate their interests with those of the
ruling class, and also because they have plenty of
money at their disposal and there are plenty of un-
employved who are willing to serve them as gunmen
in the lack of other means of subsistence.
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From the foregoing, it seems to us there is only
one conclusion to be drawn, and the sooner the
better, by all workers; namely, the absolute neces-
sity for joining their comrades in working-class or-
ranizations devoted to the defense against faseism
and to the eventual overthrow of capitalism.

Even if the present so-called depression were
but temporary (which it is not), we submit that the
workers have everything to gain by adopting a
militant attitude.

First, with reference to their immediate needs
- the question of adequate relief for the millions of
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for them hereafter. It was largely the lack of
militant attitude on the part of the German work
in 1933, and especially the lack of any preparatic
for combating fascism with working-class weapo
such as a general strike, that led to the triumph
Hitler. The fascists (capitalists) won in Germa
because the German workers were not united a
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ganized and ready, their very existence may be
sufficient to deter a desperate ruling class from
having recourse to that barbarous instrument. But
war is inherent in capitalism, and will be a sword
hanging over the head of humanity as long as the
gystem endures.








































