336 THE BELF TRUST ON TRIAL

Later revolt broke out anew. (A por-
tion of the workers went out on strike,
while others remained at work. All
lost in the long run. Organization was
completely wiped out.

But the agitation had taken decp roui.
The hope of the toilers centered now on
the political field, They turned toward
the Socialist Party. They hoped for re-
iorms through political action, Two so-
cialist representatives, Olsen and Am-
hrose, were elected into the legislature oi
illinois in 19004, But they were not the
tvpe of men to “stay in”

Meanwhile the sales of beel products
had decreased enormously, partly as a
result of Sinclair's exposures in o the
“Tungle.” The packing plants only
wanted a fesy men for two or three days
4 week. All the nerve was taken out
of cverybody. The labor movement tem-
porarily died in Packingtown.

Teday Packingtown is wrapped in
gloom. Working conditions ate almost
as bad as they can be. Lhe speeding
up of the machines, the introduction of
more labor-saving implements, have in-
creased the productivity of the worker
about 30 per cent as against 1905, Wages
are cut right and left, So appalling is
the misery “back of the yards” that re-
formers and settlement workers despair
of ever accomplishing anything there.
Their resources do not go far enough to
1~ much in ths way of ameliorating con-

Jitions. The packers always welcome the
charity ot settlement workers. Such peo-
ple keep the workers from the acts uf
desperation that are the result of hope-
lgssness.

The Socialists will regain the Packing-
town districts. They must do it, They
can do it. But they must show the work-
crs, thousands of whom are already hear-
ing this message, that charity and ro-
Hanee will not bring reliel. And they
st show them how to fight on the job
hy organizing into One Big Union, the
industrial union embracing cvery worker
n the Yards.

The message of One Big Union has
been heard in the Stock Yards of Uhi-
cago, Kansas City, Omaha and  other
places, And thousands are eager for the
now unionism. The toilers have started
to get together,” Neither charity nor the
acts of the kind-hearted settlement work-
ers will be able to long delay the day
when the organized working class will
put the Beef Trust on Arial—not o dis-
solve the Qctopus, not o smash the in-
stitution, not separate the wonderful ap-
parati of production into component, dis-
connected parts, but to redeem to the
workers the wealth they alone created and
{o bring happiness and blessings to the
workers of Packingtown the happiness
{hat all the workers the world over will
enjoy.
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The Elections In Germany

BY
ANTON PANNEKOEK

L clections to the German Reichs-
tag have resulted in a great victory
for the Soeial Democratic Pariy,

) In 1907 the Socialists entered the
national assembly with 43 mentbers, and
by means of victories at by-elections this
numiber was raised to 53. The great elec-
toral battle of 1912, however, gives us quite
a different story to tell. The first ballot
on jar.mary 12, gave the Socialists 67 ceats,
of which 25 represent newly conquered s
tricts.  The party of the working-class
was, moreover, left as contestant in 121
rehallotings,  The sccond elections have
”“l?d 43 seats. bThus the Social Demo-
cratic group numbers s 1
o Chgambgr. ers 110 members in the

Even more important than the numher
of scats is the number of votes regis-
tered.  The popular vote of the 5021';.1
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Democratic Party has increased by a 1nui-
lion since 1907; it has grown from three
and a quarter miilions to four and a quar-
ter. At the present moment more than a
third of all voters (34.8 per cent) support
this party. Tf the German clectoral law
were a really just and democratic one
wiving the same influence to every vote cast,
a third of the representatives would now be
Socialists. DBut this is not the case. The
clectoral districts have not been altered
since 1871, Since this date the great cities
anel the industrial regions, in which So-
cialigm {s strongest, have developed ire-
mendously, while the rural districts have
hecome partly depopuiated. A simple com-
parison will show the injustice of the sys-

tem which has resulted: Comrades Lege--

bour and Zubeil were elected in Berlin by

142,502 nnd 162,717 votes, respectively,
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while in the rural districts representatives
of the Conservative and Centrist parties
were elected by fewer than 10,000 votes.”
The enormots inerease in the number of
Socialist votes was universally cxpected.
The last Reichstag had done all in its power
to embitter the masses of the people. In
1007 Premier Biilow promised a liberal
regime and thersby gathered about his
standard the majority of the small bour-
geoisie, the government employes, the mid-
dle-cluss, the intellectwals, all those who
really cared little or nothing about the out-
come of the election. All of these joined
1hemselves with the Conservatives and,
although the number of Socialist votes in-
creased from three to three and a guarter
inillions, the Socialist group in the Reichs-
tag was cut down from 81 to 43. There
was great rejoicing throughout the bour-
geois world, The Kaiser himself, speaking
in poetic phrases from the balcony of his
palace, referred to the Social Democracy
as a power which had been “trampled un-
derfoot.” The government and the parlia-
nentary majority thought now that they
could be as arbitrarily reactionary as they
pleased. In the beginning Bilow governed
with the support of a majority made up of
Conservatives and Liberals. The Conserv-
atives represented, of course, the landed
aristocracy. The Liberals included the Na-
tional Liberals, representatives of “big busi-
ness,” and the Free-Thinkers (Freisin-
nigen), who represented commerce and the
2ly financial, stock-exchange interests,
ach in the past had opposed militarism
and the whole reacticnary policy of the
government. The new government was,
maturally enough, anything but liberal. A
new law to regulate organizations and pub-
lic meetings was passed, but it left intact
nearly all the police restrictions for which
Prussia is famous, In faet, it cut off some
of the libertles previously emjoyed; the
Pcoles were forbidden to employ their
mother tongue in public meetings and per-
sons under eighteen years of age were de-
nied the privilege of taking part in political
organizations or gatherings. All this was
openly designed to hinder the labor move-
ment. The Liberals of all shades of apinion
supported this law.
Then came the new tax laws. There
were constantly increasing demands upon
the national treasuty. In 1908 the cost of

maintaining the army amounted to 854,000,
000 marks, that of maintaining the navy
to 335,000,000, while military pensions
reached the figure of 146,000,000. During
the two years from 1908 to 1910 the im-
perial debt increased from 4,000,000,000
marks to 5,000,000,000. The income of the
nation was not keeping pace with the ex-
penditures. If the constant increase in the
imperial debt was to be stopped a greatly
increased revenue would have to be pro-
vided. In 1908 the government introduced
a new revenue law. Under its provisions
400,000,000 marks were to be raised annu-
ally from a tax on such articles of con-
sumption as beer, tobacco, whiskey, gas, and
clectricity, and 100,000,000 from an income
tax. The Liberals were willing to vote
for these provisions despite the fact that,
contrary to the Liberal program, the money
was to be raised from the poverty-stricken
masses of the people. But the Conserva-
tives would not agree to the income tax
provision. They joined themselves to the
Centrum (the Catholic party), cut loose
irom the Liberals, and brought about the
downfall of Billow. The new government
bloc dropped the income tax, added to the
law provisions for revenue on matches,
gas mantles, coffee, and tea, and finally
forced it through the Reichtstag. Needless
to say, it aroused the greatest discontent.
The Liberals now made the most strenuous
opposition to the “Blue-Black” blee, think-
ing thereby to win back the faver of the
electorate.  When, however, in 1910-11 the
revision of the sickness and accident insur-
ance law was undertaken all the bourgeois
found themselves in accord. The changes
were made in the direction of depriving the
working-class of the large share it had pre-
viously had in the administration of the
law. And the Liberals as well as the Con-
servatives and Centrists were in favor of
these changes.

So the last Reichstag has produced noth-
ing but increase of burdens and decrease of
rights.  Naturally enough the German
workers looked forward to the election as
a grand opportunity to settle accounts with
their rules. They knew that a large pro-
portion of the people who had been de-
ceived in 1907 would now vete the Social-
ist ticket. And in the bourgeois parties
thete was everywhere in evidence the ap-
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prebensive fear of the siuner approaching
hl% punishment. °

Ihis sketch of the political conditions
which determined the result of the election
throws little light, however, on the real
meaning of what has happened. Anyone
whp supposes that the policies of the last
Reichstag have been finally eliminated de-
ceives himself. On the contrary, the bour-
geots parties will keep to their old course.
For this course is not the result of passing
temporary impulse, but rather an inevitable
result of the development of German cap-
italism in the direction of imperialism.

H*o &

L

) Ilmperialism is the modern form of cap-
italism, Tt has appeared during the past
ten or twenty years in all nations. Capital
knows no country, The capitalist is not
content to exploit the workers of his own
land and merely export products to for-
elgn shores, He does not find adequate
conditions for development in his coun-
try. Therefore capital is exporied to for-
elgn  parls, especially to regions still
agrarian in character, to build railways,
harbors, or irrigation plants, to lay out
plantations, to open mines or factories—
in short, to exploit the natives in any way
possible. To this end it is neressary to
conquer the natives or to make the native
government dependent on the enterprising
capitalists, This process necessarily in-
volves competition wmong the various cap-
1Eahst governments. Tmperialist politics is
the politics of force, of conquest, of colo-
nial war. Tt results, therefore, in growing
danger of war between civilized nutﬁ)ns and
the necessity of increased armaments. Dur-
ing the last ten years all the great nations
have increased their armies, and especially
their navies, at a tremendous rate. The
budgets devoted to this increase are being
rapidly swelled by hundreds of millions
and constantly growing burdens of taxa:
tion are laid upon the shoulders of the
masses of the people. There is 1o maongy
left fo.r socizl reforms.  On the other hand,
the spirit of violence and intolerance which
is cIevleloped toward the people of other
countries leads to high-handed brutality at
home.  Thus the capitalist mind in iime
reaches.a point at which it will hear of no
concessions to the working-class. More-
over, the fear of a revolution is diminished.
The participation of the entire world in

capitalist production gives new life to in-
51u5t1'ﬂy. Prosperity rules, and the capital-
1sts fancy their mastery of the situation
firmer than ever, Individual business men
combine in trusts and associations which
are able to resist any demands of the work-
ers for increased wages. At the same time
prices mouat higher, in part because of the
combination of capitalists, in part because
of the gradual introduction of modern in-
dustry into lands which had hitherto fur-
aished raw materfals and 2 market for
manufactured products. This is, then, the
sum total of the result of imperialism colo-
nial wars, increased armaments, danger of
swar, taxcs, high cost of living, reaction and
suppression of the workers, neglect of
social reform,
Since 1890 Germany has been on this
downward road. Kalser Wilhelm 11, as
the trusted representative of big business,
has been the most energetic advocate of
the imperialist policy. In numerous public
addresses he has urged the necessity of a
strong mavy. But in German bourgeois eir-
cles there has long been little anderstand-
ing of this policy. There has been dissatis-
faction with the -burdens, disgust at the hor-
rors revealed in the colonial administration,
and exasperation at the tyranny and reac-
tion at home. The demands of big business
were, of conrse, ruthlessly asserted. Mem-
bers of the Reichstag scolded at the shame-
less demands of the government and
thought with fear and trembling of the
motment when they wonld have te face their
constituents, but after all did not dare.t
vote against the military and naval apphe
priations. The Kaiser was hield up to ridi-
cule when he visited Jerusalem znd called
on Abdul Hamid in order to secure for Ger-
man capital enfrance into Asia and, more
especially, to gain for it the Bagdad rail-
way concession.  University professors
scolded the government and, occasionaily,
even gave a word of praise to the Social
T')emolcracy for its proud and consistent
opposition to all this, The theories, ideals,
and party programs of the older, undevel-
oped, home-keeping capitalism still domi-
nate the thinking of the German bour-
geoisie and the German intellectual classes.
In the meantime the government and the
great bank-capitalists have already put in
practi_ce the imperialist policy.
This state of affairs could not g0 on in-

e
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definitely. [mperialism is a necessity for
the possessing and ruling class. Without
it thie class would be sufiocated in its own
surplus product and go down in a great
crisis. Imperialism affords the only bar-
rier against the rising tide of Socialism.
Colonies promise the business man new
markets in foreign parts. Colonial mines
and railways offer the landholder and
money-capitalist new avenues for invest-
ment and speenlation. Scholars, for their
part, are given the opportunity to explore
and study hitherto unknown regions. Peo-
ple of intelligence and conscience have
pointed out to them the study of beuring
“the white man’s burden”—that is, of car-
rying “clvilization,” or capitalism, to the
tarbarians of Asin or Africa. And to the
bourgeoisie as a whole is given a new world
ideal, the vision of its own nation standing
dominant among all the peoples of the earth.
And this vision, it is boped, will do some-
thing to inspire those who have found
themselves powerless in the path of the
overpowering ideals of humanity and world
hrotherhood  represented by the Social
Democracy.

All of this, naturally, was hound to take
definite political form. Herein lies the sig-
nificance of the election of 1907, An intel-
ligent, experienced finan-ler, Dernburg by
name, was placed at the head of the colo-
mial office. In the course of a discussion
of the appropriations for a colonial war he
came into collision with the Centrists. The
liberal bourgeoisie, inspired by its long

nding hatred for the clericals, supported
_ernburg, had its interest in colonization
aronsed, and suddenly became conscions of
the surpassing beauty and glory of world-
politics. As a result, all the wise pro-
fessors entered the campaign against the
blacks and the reds. A wave ol enthusi-
asm carried all the philistines along in the
imperialist flood, and the advance of So-
cialism was checked for the moment. The
clection of 1907 was a victory of the newly
aroused, vouthful spirit of imperialism, a
victory of the imperialist illusion.

The five years which followed were suf-
ficlent to dispel this iliusion so far as the
mass of the German people were concerned.
The great body of the citizens came to know
what imperialism really is. They have dis-
covered that for them it has nothing to
offer but oppression and heavy burdens.

\With this knowledge has come the begin-
ning of a rebellion against it. Not only
the working-class, but also the small busi-
ness people, the farmers, and government
officials have suffered. Thus it has come
abeut that this new form of capitalism tends
much more strongly than the old to drive
these sections of the middle-class into the
Socialist movement, and thereby to under-
mine capitalism itself, Tor since the last
shreds of Liberal opposition went down
with the Billow Dloc the only party that
consistently opposes the imperialist ten-
deney is the Social Demoeracy. ‘The elee-
tion of 1912 is, therefore, the answer to
the clection of 1907. The result is the
defeat of imperialism unmasked, the begin-
ning of the revolt of the masses against it,
the natural result of the imperialist disillu-
sionment.

Naturally this does not mean a change in
the policy of the German government, The
only change in ihe aspeet of affairs lics in
ihe fact that the Social Democracy has
grown so strong that it is no longer possi-
ble to have two capitalist parties, one Con-
servative-Liberal and the other Conserva-
tive-Clerical. Supporting all governmental
action there must now stand one Conscrva-
tive-Liberal-Clerical majority. All capital-
ist parties must co-operate in order to
furnish to the big business interests the can-
nons, dreadnoughts, taxes, and laws against
the working-class. If any one of these
parties deserts the bloc, the opposition will
hiave a majority and the government’s game
will be up. But the imperialist policy is
firmer in the saddle than ever. The Sncial
Demoeracy is a powerless minority in the
Reichstag. Tt can do nothing but protest.
Capital can safely rely on the capitalist
majority to grant all that is demanded.  Ap-
propriations for increases in the ammy and
navy and limitation of the right to strike
were promised by the government before
{he election; it iz, them, to be taken for
granted that those who voted against So-
cialism were in favor of these things, With
firm step German imperialism goes on to
fasten its hold on Africa, China, and Tur-
key and to prepare for the great conflicts
of the future, capecially for a possible con-
flict with Fingland. DBut the further it pur-
sues this pelicy the more it will rouse the
ppposition of the masses. Stronger resoln-
tions on the part of the ruling capitalist
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power, constantly rising rebellion n the
working-class—this means a fiercer class-
struggle, Harder battles than have yet
been fought are what the immediate future
has in store for the German working-class.

Imperialism has not only changed the
policies of the ruling capitahist class; it has
also transformed the tactics of the working-
class. Tt iniensifles the parliamentary
struggles ; but parliamentarianism is made-
guate to the gigantic confllict which has
been enterecd upon by bourgeoisie and pro-
letarial. Twenty years ago it scemed that
parliamentarianism offered 2 straight and
regular road to revolution. The increasing
strength of the Sccialist group in the
Reichstag foreed the bourgesisie to grant a
nuber of reforms ; and wherever universal
male suffrage prevailed there was a basis
fop believing that in the course of time edu-
cation and organization of the masses would
secure 4 majority in parliament. DBut these
expectations have been transformed into
dreams by the growth of imperialism, The
method of electing the members of the
Reichstag has become so undemocratic that
a Socialist majority is unthinkable, If the
proletariat is ever fo achieve a political
conquest of {he state and thus overthrow
the capitalist regime, it must first achieve
more political rights by means of non-
parliamentary means, by the action of the
masses themselves.

Uncer imperialism the working-class
cannot win in parliament any forther re-
forms, any greater rights, any diminution
of oppression or want. On the other hand.
the proletariat has to defend itsell against
increased burdens and tyranny, The mi
eries under which it suffers at present can-
not he abolished by pacliament, {for ihey
result only in part from the actions of par-
liament. In reality the real power of par-
liament s decreasing at ihe present time.
The policies of the slate are more and more
shaped behind closed doors by a small group
of magnates and winisters. Fhe will of
this small group cannot be successfully op-
posed with parliamentary resolulions; the
only force that can make them sit up and
take notice is the demonstrated power of
the masses themselves. The dissatisfaction
with the tax measures passed by the Reichs-
tag was expressed in the clection. In fact,
the election was chiefly useful as a demon-
stration of four and a guarter millions of

people against the capitalist parties. Dut
agamst the high cost of living nothing can
be done with the ballot.  Spontancous up-
risings like those which occurred in France
and Austria must voice the fecling of dis-
confent in cascs like this.

Above all does the constantly increasing
danger of war spur the people on to ac-
tion. Wars are not instituted by parlia-
ment, but by the government and the cap-
italists who stand behind i, The growing
opposition of interests of the various gov-
ermments constantly increases the interna-
tional tension; again and again new reasnns
for ighting are discovered, as recently in
Morocco, and there is danger of an imme-
Hate declaration of war. But a war result-
g from such a cause would be the greatest
calamity which could overtake the world,
and especially the working—class.  The
transportation of all able-bodied men to
the borders to butcher one another by mil-
lions, complete demoralization of industry,
crises and starvation everywhere, the de-
struction of all civilization, degeneration
into barbarism—only a world revolntion
could put a stop to the horrors of a world:
war. For the workers, for all the popula-
tion beyond a small number of great capital-
ists, war would be the most terrihle mis-
fortune, and they stand ready to risk
everything to prevent it. But this is im-
possible by means of parliamentary meth-
ods, The only adequate means lcs in the
action of the masses themselves,

Thus it comes about that imperialism
[orees the working-class fo rise in its might,
sither to force from the ruling class new
political rights or (o fight against war. It
is no wonder that during the past five years
wass actions kave become more and nore
common in Germany, “Mass action is the
legitimate offspring of imperialism,” said
recently the Leipziger Zeitung., a paper
which formerly led in the warfare of the
principles of capitalisim and now leads no
less in the revolutionary fight against im-
perialism.  Mass aclions begin with mere
mectings and  dewonstrations, developing
sometimes inte huge street demonstrations,
like those which played a part two years
ago in the (ight for a new clectoral Taw in
P’russia; and as the last, and most power-
ful, weapon Lhe working-class has at its dis-
posal the general strile.

The German working-class has shown
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the workers of the world how parliamen-
tarianism can be made a weapon in the
revolutionary struggle. Parliamentary
activity still serves to carry the truih
about capitalism and its tyranny into the
smallest villages and to weld the work-
crs into powerful united body, But par-
liamentary activity is no longer viewed in
Germany as the cure-all of the Socialist
movement. During the past ten years
there has come about a great change in
the thinking of the German working-
class, This fact has not been universally
observed becanse it is not evident in the
speeches of the Socialist parliamentari-
ans, who are mostly reformists. It is
mich more evident in the press; in nu-
nterous Socialist papers of the more rad-
ical sort it is Dbeing remarked with In-
creased frequency that the conguest of pow-
er is not to be brought about by the use
of the ballot alone, but that the masses
themselves must enter into the conilict.
And among the workers of the great cit-
ies one can see developing, slowly but
none the less cerfainly, the readiness to
employ new metheds in the great con-
flict. Naturally enough, this has brought
about internal struggles within the party.
The heated discussions at the last party
congress grew out of the fact that the
executive commitice had not been suffi-
ciently prompt in calling upon the masses
of the people to demonstrate against the
threatened war. Since 1905 the party has
recognized in the general strike an im-
portant weapon to be nsed in warding off
attacks on the imperial electoral law and
in winning new political rights. As to
its use in other cases, nothing has as yet
been formally decided. The party lead-
ers fear that an official recognition of it
as & weapon against war would exposc
the party to legal persecution and turn
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one of the strungest national prejudices
against us, But it Is clear that in time
of actual danger of war, when it is a mat-
ter of life or death, of destruction or vic-
tory, the action of the masses will be de-
termined, not by party resolutions, but
by the deepest impulses of the people.
And among the people there is dawning,
especially since the Morocco affair, the
determination not to be led to the field
ol slaughter, but rather to resist with
any means which offer. When recently
Rosa Luxemburg declared in a mass
meeting in Berlin that in case of a threat-
ened war the workers must employ all
means to prevent it, even the mass strike,
her words were greeted by a demonstra-
tion which lasted several minutes. Dut
the central organ of the party, Vorwaeris,
omitted just these words from its report
of the mecting. This fact reflects in a
strong light the tendencies of German
Socialism.

Thus it is evident that the tactics and
thinking of the German workers are adapt-
ing themselves to the new forms of cap-
italism. Here the tremendous power of
international Socizlism stands opposed to
a capitalism which is inferior only to that
of America in strength, in unity of or-
ganization, in degree of development, and
in ruthlessness. Imperialism will con-
tinue to contrel our national policies; the
elections have served to strengthen its
grip. We face new and terrible strug-
gles. But they will not tuke place ex-
clusively in parliament; the masses them-
selves will act directly to oppose the op-
pressions and dangers of imperialism un-
til it s finally and completely defeated,
until the proletariat is victorions, until
we have the revelution.

—I'ranslated by William E. Bohn.
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BILL HAYWOOD

BY

TOM FLYNN

(Suggested by reading Henry Frank’s letter About Hayweod’s N. Y. Speech. This letler Appeared in the N. Y. Call.

[ie wenders where you got it, Bili,
Your clear and ready speech,
Was it down in the depths oi the drip-
ping mines,
Where the straining timbers screech?

Or was it the roar of the fire-hung blast,
As it tore men’s hives away,
That taught you to think what a man
should think,
And say what a man should say?

Or may be the yawn of the open shalt,
Pit black as the mouth of hell,

That helped to give you the ready speech
They say you can use so well,

For you are only a miner, Bill,
Did you not dig out the ore?
So what should you knew of the grace
of apeech
High-sounding and rhythmic lore?

Mayhap it came in the hammer’s clank,
Or the crunch of the cutting drill,
Or the crushing crash of the falling rocks

That ever lurk there to kill.

Or may be the rush of the water, Bill
That flows in the Aooding mine,
Where men are drowned like cornered
rais,
That taught you of words refine.

Perhaps ‘twas the damp of the Western

jail,
Or the walls of their prison strong,
That taught you to notice the children’s
wail
And rage at the workers” wrong.

Revolution! That means what it means,
my [riend,
Strong, steady and undismayed,
That the workers shall take with the
hand of the strong
Making no masguerade.

‘That mmeans we shall pull the old system
down,
And trample it in Qs {all,
That means just this—and nothing but
this—
Or else—means nothing at all.

We shall not lock for a purchased law.
Sold out by a servile Court,
tut will play the game till the one to
lose
Shall pay for the winner's sport.

We want the men who are used to toil,
Not dreamers of idle dreams,

Nor the politicians who compromise,
Nor the “inteliectual’s” schemes.

We want the men who can look at Death
When the hirelings shoot to kill,

And that's why we

want such men as

you,
QOur lion-hearted Billl
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