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Note.—The following article by Comrade Anton Pannekoek is from his magazine,

“Vorbote.”
Zimmerwald conference.
clearest thinkers in the movement,

E ARE standing in the midst of a
‘[ catastrophe of the working class
movement, such as it has never
experienced in all its history. The
collapse of the Internationale due to the
world war is not simply a surrender of in-
ternationale sentiment before the power of
intensified nationalism. It is at the same
time a collapse of tactics, of methods of
fighting, of the entire system which has
been incorporated into the social-democracy
and the working class movement during the
last few decades.

The knowledge and the tactics which, dur-
ing the early rise of capitalism, were of
great service to the proletariat, failed in
the face of the new imperialistic develop-
ment. Outwardly this was apparent in the
increasing impotency of the parliament and
the labor union movement intellectually in
the substitution of tradition and declama-
tion for clear insight and militant tactics,
in stultification of tactics and the forms of
organization, in the transformaton of the
revolutionary theory of Marxism into a
doctrine of passive expectation.

Imperialist Development

During the period when capitalism was
developing into imperialism, was establish-
ing new aims for itself and was energet-
ically arming for the struggle for world
supremacy, this development of the majority
of the Social Democracy remained unob-
served. It allowed itself to be fooled by the
dream of immediate social reforms and did
nothing to increase the power of the pro-
letariat to fight against imperialism.

Hence the present catastrophe does not
mean only that the proletariat was too weak
to prevent the outbreak of war.
that the methods of the era of the second
Internationale were not capable of increas-
ing the intellectual and material power of
the proletariat to the necessary extent of
breaking the power of the ruling classes.
Therefore the world war must be a turning
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It means

It gives the views held by Left Wing Socialists in Europe and of the
Comrade Pannekoek has long been regarded as one of the

point in the history of “the working class
movement.

With the world war we have entered
into a new period of capitalism, the period
of its intensive extension by force over the
entire earth, accompanied by embittered
struggles between nationalities and huge
destruction of capital and men; a period,
therefore, of the heaviest oppression and
suffering for the working classes. But the
masses are thereby driven to aspiration ; they
must raise themselves if they are not to be
completely submerged.

Proletarian Victory
In great mass struggles, alongside of

which former strug%les and methods are .
t

merely child’s play, they must grapple with
imperialism. This struggle for indispensa-
ble rights and liberties, for the most urgent
reforms, often for mere life itself, against
reaction and the oppression of the employ-
ing class, against war and poverty, can only
end with the overthrow of imperialism and
the victory of the proletariat over the bour-
geoisie. It will at the same time be the
struggle for Socialism, for the emancipa-
tion of the proletariat. Therefore, with the
present world war there also dawns a new
period for Socialism.

For the new struggle our bearings must .

be taken anew. Lack of clear socialistic in-
sight was one of the chief causes of the
weakness of the proletariat when the war
began—it knew neither imperialism nor its
own tactics. The fight against imperialism,
this most recent and most powerful form
of capitalism, made demands upon the high-
est material, moral and or%anizational, qual-
ities of the proletariat, It could not suc-
cumb to stupid, impotent desperation ; but it
was not enough that it break out into spon-
taneous actions against the unbearable pres-
sure. If these are to lead anywhere and to
gain new stages on the climb to power
it is necessary that they be inspired with
clarity in regard to the aims, the possibili-
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ties and the meaning of such actions. The-

ory must go hand in hand with practice,

theory which transforms blind acts to con-

scious ones and spreads light over the path.
The New Solution

““Material force can only be broken by
material force. But even theory becomes
material force when it takes hold on the
masses.” (Marx.) The germs of this the-
ory, this new weapon, were already at hand
in the defeat of the former practice of im-
perialism and mass action. Now the world
war has brought much new insight and has
shaken minds out of the sleep of tradition.
Now is the time to gather together every-
thing in the way of new ideas, new solu-
tions, new propositions, to inspect them, to
prove them, to clarify them by means of
discussion and thus to make them of service
in the new struggle.

An immense number of new questions lie
before us. First of all the question of
imperialism, its economic roots, its connec-
tion with the export of capital, procuring
of raw material, its effect upon politics, gov-
ernment and bureaucracy, its power upon
the bourgeoisie. Then those questions
which relate to the proletariat, the causes
of their weakness, their psychology and the
phenomena of social-imperialism and social-
patriotism. Added to these are the ques-
tions of proletarian tactics, the significance
and possibilities of parliamentarianism, of
mass actions, of labor union tactics, reforms
and immediate demands, the significance and
the future réle of organization; also the
questions of nationalism, of militarism and
colonial policies.

Upon many of these questions the old
Socialism had settled answers, which had
already crystallized into formulae—but with
the collapse of the second Internationale
even its formulae have gone by the board.
In the old rules and ideas of the pre-imper-
ialistic era the proletariat can find no guides
for its actions under new conditions. Nor
can the social-democratic parties furnish it
with a firm foothold. They have in the
great majority surrendered to imperialism;
the conscious, active or passive, support of
war policies by the party and labor union
representatives has dug too deep to make
possible a simple return to the old pre-
bellum point of view. )

This support of imperialism in its most
important and vital phases characterizes
these working class organizations, no matter

461

how strongly they subscribe to the old so-
cialist solutions and combat the most inti-
mate effects of imperialism. For in this
way they come into conflict with the neces-
sarily revolutionary aims of the proletariat
and are themselves forced into a difficult
crisis of their own. Between those who
would make of the -social-democracy a tool
of imperialism and those who want to see
it a weapon of revolution no unity is possi-
ble any longer.

The task of elucidating those problems of
offering solutions, of formulating the proper
direction for the new struggle, falls to those
who have not allowed themselves to be mis-
led by war conditions and who have held _
fast to internationalism and the class strug-~
gle. In this their weapon will be Marxism.
Marxism, regarded by the theoreticians of
Socialism as the method to explain the past
and the present and in their hands de-
graded more and more into a dry doc-
trine of mechanical fatalism, again is to
come into its birthright as a theory of revo-
lutionary acts. “The philosophers have in-
terrpreted the world in a number of differ-
ing ways: the real necessity is to alter it.”
As a live revolutionary method this sort of
Marxism again becomes the most solid
principle, the sharpest intellectual weapon
of Sacialism.

There is no more pressing task than this
elucidation of the new problems. Foritisa
life and death question for the proletariat
—and hence for the entire development of
humanity—that it should see its way, clear
and bright, before leading to new heights.

"And there are no questions of the future

whose solution can be postponed until we
can once more discuss them in peace and
quietness. They are not capable of post-
ponement. Even during the war and after
its conclusion they form the most important
and immediate vital questions for the work-
ing class of all nations.
Workers’ Chief Enemy

Not merely the important question, which
everywhere is the kernel of the object of
struggle, whether and how the proletariat
can emerge, hasten the end of the war and
influence the terms of peace. At the con-
clusion of the war the immense economic
shattering of the world will first be felt in
its entitety, when, with the condition of
general exhaustion, lack of capital and un-
employment industry must be organized
anew, when the fearful debts of all nations
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necessitate collossal taxes and state social-
ism, the militarization of agricultural pur-
suits, as-the only way out of the financial
difficulties. Then the problem must be met
with or without theory; but then the lack
of theoretical insight will entail the most
disastrous errors.

There lies the greatest task of our jour-
nal: by discussion and elucidation of these
questions it will support the material strug-
gle of the proletariat against imperialism.
As an organ of discussion and elucidation it
is at the same time an organ of battle—the
publisher and the contributors to the jour-
nal have the common will to give battle, the
same point of view in regard to these chief
:r_est_ions of the practice to be adopted at

is time.

First of all the struggle against imperial-
ism, the chief enemy of the proletariat. But
this struggle is only made possible by a sim-
ultaneous relentless struggle against all the
elements of the former social-democracy,
which would bind the proletariat to the char-
iot of imperialism; also the open imperial-
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ism which has become the mere agent of the
burgeoisie, and that social patriotism of all
shades which would gloss over undisputa-
ble antagonisms and would rob the prole-
tariat of the sharpest weapons in its strug-
gle against imperialism. The reconstruction
of the Third Internationale will only be
made possible by an absolute break with
social-patriotism. .

With this knowledge we stand upon the
same ground as the left wing of the Zim-
merwald Conference. The principles put
forth by this group of international social-
ists as their aim, our journal will support by
theoretical work; by the most intense strug-
gle against social patriotism, b{v merciless
analysis of the errors of the old revision-
ism and the radical socialism to pave
the way for the new Internationale.
If the proletariat recognizes the weaknesses
and mistakes of the old points of view, the
practical collapse of which it is now suffer-
ing from, it will gain the foresight for the
new struggle and the new Socialism.—From
The Internationalist.

Letter From an American Comrade

Abroad

simistic regarding the moral and
intellectual capacity of the So-
cialistic movement, both as to past
and future action. You would not think
so, if you had been in the midst of
things in the way I have. It is relatively
very easy to take a ship to Holland or
Stockholm, and talk with some of the offi-
cial Socialists about resuming international

Y QU will doubtless think me too pes-

relations. But you can learn just about as -

much as to the status of the Socialist move-
ment among the nations by taking a trip
to Coney Island. The trouble with the offi-
cial Socialist leaders is, that they have not
the slightest understanding of the low es-
- teem in which they have fallen in the eyes of
mankind. Our case is exactly the reverse of
the case of the early Christians. They
were hated by all men because they stood
for something, and suffered every kind of
martyrdom in bearing witness for the thing
for which they stood. They were looked
upon with respect and wonder by their most
vindictive enemies. But we Socialists are
now being far from hated; we are not

considered worthy of that; we are simply
despised. We are the poltroons of the
ages. And the worst of it is, that our offi-
cial leaders are so blandly ignorant of what
a despicable thing they have made the So-
cialist movement in the common thought of
the nations. The very thought of German
Social Democracy creates nausea in the
stomach of the world. - It is a moral dis-
grace to be a Socialist. When the great day
of our opportunity came, we who ought to
have witnessed for our faith by united and
supreme heroism, we prove ourselves to be
the cowards of history. We had talked so
big about revolution. We had been so
mouthy about the class-struggle. 'We had
boasted so much about our intentions, and
of the fear we had created in the hearts
of capitalists and kings. And ‘'we have
acted so small that our worst enemies feel
for us the shame we are too ignoble to feel
for ourselves. And all the miserable drivel
of the Kautskys, and the Jesuitical jugglery
of official leaders, cannot erase or pale the
infamy of our cowardice and treason.
When the whole race of man was about to
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